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This International Foundation Certificate (pathways in engineering, computing, science and art and design) is validated and awarded by Kingston University in partnership with Azad University in Oxford (AUO). The course runs at AUO under a franchise license from Kingston University. The overall management and Quality Assurance of the course rest with the Faculty of Engineering at Kingston University with contributions from Faculties of Computer Information Systems & Mathematics (CISM), Art, Design & Architecture (FADA), Science and English Languages Support Centre in Faculty of Art and Social Sciences (FASS).

The programme is designed to offer a framework for Azad’s international students to develop their language, academic and study skills in order to progress to undergraduate study at Kingston.
B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title
The field is available in the following forms:

· International Foundation Certificate (Pathways in Engineering, Computing, Science and Art & Design)

2.
Modes of Delivery

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· 1 year full time

3.
Features of the Field
The International Foundation Certificate enables international students, who have completed senior secondary school education in their own country of residence, to prepare for academic study at Kingston University. Students will be guaranteed entry to selected UG programmes at Kingston University on successful completion of the course. The course has the following major features:

· A high proportion of skill development, both general and academic, in the English language

· The development of study skills and independent learning

· Academic study in appropriate disciplines to a standard appropriate for entry to the first year of a degree course

· A programme of social, cultural and academic integration with the system of HE in UK in general and Kingston University in particular. 

· The programme is offered on a full time basis over a one-year period. During the year, 7 modules will be studied providing 120 credit points. Students will need to gain the 120 credits for the award of Foundation Certificate. Additionally, in order to progress to an undergraduate degree programme at Kingston University, a student will need to pass “English for Academic Purposes” double module with a mark of 60% or more. 

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD
The overall aim of the programme is to produce highly competent students, who can operate accurately and confidently, in the English language, in an academic environment. 

The primary aims of the programme are: 

· to enable students to achieve a level of academic English competency required for admission into an undergraduate degree programme.

· to provide students with the opportunity to develop specific academic and communication skills appropriate for entry to Level 4 of their chosen field

· to enable students to have the appropriate combination of language skills, study skills and academic skills to work effectively at undergraduate level study

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1. Knowledge and Understanding
On completion, students will be able to demonstrate:

· a broad knowledge and understanding of the core and specific subjects appropriate to Level 4 entry of a range of undergraduate degree programmes

· their knowledge and understanding of broader technical and non technical subjects including computing and communication techniques

· their ability to use English language skills in their knowledge and understanding of their subject specialisation

· their practical competence in both oral and written English for both general and academic purposes

· their ability to describe and discuss, showing a line of argument and using a range of academic support.

2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion, students will be able to:
· critically analyse and evaluate their own abilities
· assess their own personal development requirements, including setting personal goals through a personal development plan
· plan, conduct and report on a individual and group projects
· assemble data from a variety of sources and distinguish and establish connections
3.
Practical Skills
On completion, students will be able to:
· demonstrate their study skills and learning strategies
· demonstrate their IT skills as an aid to study
· demonstrate their ability to integrate into British academic life

4.
Key Skills

On completion students will have acquired the following key skills appropriate to level 3:

(a) Communication

· make effective contribution to group work and discussions

· make oral presentations

· select and extract material from primary and secondary sources

· read and collate material from written and spoken sources

· provide written materials in a variety of formats fit for purpose

· incorporate images in documents including titles, data, graphics and diagrams

(b) Problem Solving and Numeracy

· collect data from primary and secondary sources selectively

· consider and present data in a suitable format

· select and use appropriate methods to manipulate primary and secondary data

· record data in appropriate formats

· understand the issues of selection, accuracy, and uncertainty in the collection and analysis of data

(c) Information Technology

· use appropriate IT to present text, data and images

· produce a complex document combining information from a variety of sources

· search for, retrieve and store information from IT sources

· select appropriate on line information and evaluate its quality

· use on line communication systems to send and receive information, including the university’s learning management system

(d) Teamwork

· Review and evaluate progress of groups and collective performance

· Identify ways of improving the performance of groups and own contribution to groups

· Enable a good level of communication, team working and interpersonal skills 

(e) Independent Learning

· have self-awareness in relation to academic and personal development, including progression onto undergraduate degree programmes

· monitor and review own progress in relation to academic and personal development

· have acquired information-handling skills as the basis for further academic work and personal development

 E.
FIELD STRUCTURE
The course consists of 120 credits at Level 3 offered in blocks of 15 (single module) or 30 (double module). Each module has 150 hours of study time of which a minimum of 55 hours are timetabled contact hours and the reset is spent on student-centred directed study. 

There are 5 core modules (4 single and 1 double credit) and 2 Subject specific modules from one of 4 discipline areas of Engineering, Computing and Science and Art & Design.  Students would enrol on a specialised subject pathway and take prescribed subject specific modules in addition to 5 core modules. Furthermore students are set subject specific activities in Foundation Group Project module and learn common core topics such as basic research methods, study skills and team working skills in the context of their chosen field of study. In exceptional cases a student may, in consultation with the Course Director at Kingston University, change pathways at the end of the first semester. 

	
	Module Title
	Credit Value  (Level 3)
	Sponsoring Faculty

	Core 
	Foundation Maths
	15
	Engineering

	
	Communication skills & IT 
	15
	Engineering

	
	Foundation Group Project 
	15
	Engineering

	
	English As a Foreign Language 
	15
	FASS

	
	English for Academic Purposes
	30
	FASS

	Subject specific
	module 1
	15
	As listed below 

	
	module 2
	15
	As listed below 


The suite of subject specific modules has been selected to enable progression onto particular courses in sponsoring Faculties and in accordance with pre-specified tariffs. 

	Engineering
	Computing 

(CISM)
	Science
	Art & Design (FADA)

	Eng Science

Ica/ex
	Visual Prog

Ica
	Fd Biology

Ica/ex
	Art & Design 1

Ica

	Eng Mechanics 2

Ica/ex
	Software Eng

Ica
	Fd Chemistry

Ica/ex
	Art & Design 2

Ica


The course structure diagram is shown in Annex 1. 

F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

All the procedures associated with the course comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 
Teaching and Learning Strategies: The Taught Modules

Within the educational philosophy of the Course, students will experience a range of learning strategies appropriate to the learning outcomes.  Combining these strategies during their study will provide students with the opportunity to develop an investigative, independent and individualised approach to learning, and lay the foundation to their further study and future careers.

The Course seeks to ensure that the student learns actively and effectively, whether by formal tutor-centred methods, group activities, practical workshop or by individual study. Students will also develop a range of key skills throughout the course.

Generally course material will be delivered by instructional lectures whilst associated tutorials and workshop/practical activities are used to enhance the subject knowledge and skills.  The hours associated with each module depend on the module content and type but typically a module would comprise 5 hours per week lecture/tutorial/workshop. A gradual emphasis on guided and self-directed study, supported by a strong tutorial/ workshop programme is a feature of the course. Teaching and learning strategies will include whole class activities and small group activities. An important aim is to support the students in developing skills of independent study and research, critical to success at degree level. This developmental process will incorporate the following:

Lecture

Lectures are formal, staff-led sessions designed to introduce new concepts, impart a structured knowledge base to students or to give an overview of subject matter to be investigated further by the student.  They will provide the basis for guided reading, independent study, and support the development of note taking and personal organisation. Lectures may be enhanced using a variety of supporting material including information provided on Blackboard.

Tutorial

Academic tutorials are provided whereby staff assist students in solving subject related problems or discuss lecture material.  In some modules the tutorial will be integrated into the lecture.  Pastoral tutorials will be used to monitor progress, provide additional support and guidance and to encourage student participation, to target assistance with academic tutorials, and provide a forum for cultural familiarisation.

Workshop/Practical

Workshops are designed to enable students to acquire practical and analytical skills through the application of theory and will include, where appropriate, data collection, analysis, design and make, presentation, reporting, evaluation/discussion and development.  Students may learn on an individual or group basis.

Seminar 

Seminars both whole group and small group, will enable students to practice and support the development of skills necessary for oral presentation and academic argument, to share learning, and examine  and extend ideas arising in other areas of the course.

Case Study

Case studies, simulations and role playing will be used to deepen understanding of particular subjects, provide a vehicle for language development and cultural familiarisation, and encourage the skills of both collaborative learning and independent research.

Teaching and Learning Strategies for Work Based Learning

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES 
The strategy for assessment arises from the overall course philosophy, rationale, and aims, in addition to the learning outcomes of each module. A variety of assessment methods are used, reflecting the skills and knowledge being assessed, the requirements of particular modules, and the need for balance between continuous in-course assessment, end of course examinations and the methods of demonstrating different key, and study skills. Continuous assessment is seen as necessary to encourage students to perceive the course as developmental. 

Formative assessment is integral to the teaching and learning strategies used, with detailed feedback which is used as a focus for reflection in tutorial and workshop sessions, and as the basis for action planning. Examinations are used to ensure that students are able to reproduce work under supervised conditions whilst coping with the demands of time restrictions.

The table below shows major elements of assessment. Details of the learning outcomes and assessment for each module are contained in the Module Directory.

	
	Module Title
	No of credits
	Major categories of Assessment

	Core Modules
	English as a Foreign Language
	15
	Portfolio 50%, Exam 50%

	
	English for Academic Purposes
	30
	Portfolio 50%, Oral 25%, exam 25%

	
	Communication skills & Information Technology 
	15
	In – course assessment 100%

	
	Foundation Maths 
	15
	Coursework 50% Exam50%

	
	Foundation Group Project 
	15
	In – course assessment  100%

	Subject Specific mdoule
	Engineering Science
	15
	Coursework 20% Practical 30%.  Exam 50%

	
	Engineering Mechanics 2
	15
	Coursework 20% Practical 30%.  Exam 50%

	
	Visual Programming
	15
	In-course assessment  100%

	
	Software Engineering
	15
	In-course assessment  100%

	
	Foundation Biology
	15
	Coursework 30%, Practical 20% Exam50%

	
	Foundation Chemistry
	15
	Coursework 30%, Practical 20% Exam50%

	
	Art & Design 1
	15
	In-course assessment  100%

	
	Art & Design 2
	15
	In-course assessment  100%


I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

The course is open to:

Non-EU international students who have satisfactorily completed their senior secondary school education, benchmarked against NARIC equivalencies or other sources, for example Iranian National High School Diploma. 

Holders of an English language certificate, or test result equivalent to an IELTS (academic) band 5.

Applications from mature students who hold similar qualifications are assessed on individual basis. 

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The Foundation Certificate will provide students with a formal academic framework that will enable them to progress directly onto an appropriate degree programme at Kingston University. Annex 4 provided a list of courses at Kingston to which successful students will have a guaranteed progression route. 

Successful completion of a Kingston University degree will improve their career prospects, equipping them with English skills and knowledge that can readily be applied in the employment market internationally.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Kingston University has received excellent reports from recent QAA Institutional and collaborative Provision Audits.

Azad University in Oxford is part of a large HE organisation in Iran with its own stringent QA procedures.
L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

None.

Annex 1 – Course Diagram 

International foundation certificate at Azad University in Oxford


Semester 1



     Semester 2

Subject Specific Modules:

	Engineering
	Computing
	Science
	Art & Design

	Eng Science

Ica/ex
	Visual Prog

Ica/ex
	Fd Biology

Ica/ex


	Art & Design 1

Ica

	Eng Mechanics

Ica/ex
	Software Eng

Ica/ex
	Fd Chemistry

Ica/ex


	Art & Design 2

Ica


Annex 2 - Sample Assessment Timetable, International Foundation Certificate (Azad)
SEMESTER 1:

	Teaching Week
	EAFL
	EAP
	Fd Maths
	Com & IT
	Comment

	0
	
	
	
	
	Induction Week

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	CW (Ind)
	
	
	CW (Ind)
	

	3
	
	CW (Ind)
	Test
	
	

	4
	CW (Ind)
	
	
	
	

	5
	Test
	CW (Ind)
	CW (Ind)
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	Reading Week

	7
	CW (Ind)
	Oral 
	
	CW (Group)
	

	8
	
	
	Test
	
	

	9
	CW (Ind)
	Test
	
	
	

	10
	Test
	
	CW (group)
	
	

	11
	CW (Ind)
	CW (Ind)
	
	CW (Ind)
	

	12
	
	Oral 
	Test
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Christmas break

	
	
	
	
	
	Christmas break

	13
	CW (Ind)
	Test
	
	
	

	14
	
	CW (Ind)
	
	Ind Presentation
	

	15
	Exam
	
	Exam
	
	


SEMESTER 2:

	Teaching Week
	Fd Group project
	EAP
	Subject Spec 1
	Subject Spec 2
	Comment

	1
	
	
	
	
	 

	2
	
	CW (Ind)
	
	
	 

	3
	Ind proj plan
	
	
	CW (Ind)
	 

	4
	
	CW (Ind)
	CW (Ind)
	
	 

	5
	
	
	
	
	 

	6
	
	test
	
	
	 

	7
	
	
	
	
	 

	8
	
	CW (Ind)
	
	CW (Ind)
	 

	9
	
	
	CW (Ind)
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	Easter Vacation

	
	
	
	
	
	Easter Vacation

	10
	
	Oral
	
	
	Practical week 

(4 days) at Kingston

	11
	Presentation
	CW (Ind)
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	Lab/research report
	Lab/research report
	 

	
	
	Mock test
	
	
	Revision

	13
	Final gr report
	Final Exam
	Exam/Crit
	Exam/crit
	Exams/Assessment


Annex 3: development of key skills in international foundation certificate course (Azad)
	Code
	Module Title
	Communication 
	Problem Solving & Numeracy 
	Information & ComTechnology 
	Teamwork 
	Independent learning 

	
	English as a Foreign Language
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	
	English for Academic Purposes
	√
	
	
	√
	√

	
	communication skills & Information Technology  
	√
	
	√
	
	√

	
	Foundation Maths
	
	√
	
	
	√

	
	Foundation Group Project 
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	Subject specific modules
	
	
	
	
	

	EG0811
	Eng
	Engineering Science
	
	√
	√
	√
	√

	EG0810
	
	Engineering Mechanics 2
	
	√
	√
	√
	√

	CX0160
	Comp
	Visual Programming
	
	√
	√
	√
	√

	CX 0290
	
	Software Engineering
	
	√
	√
	√
	√

	
	Science
	Fd Biology
	
	√
	√
	√
	√

	
	
	Fd Chemistry
	
	√
	√
	√
	√

	
	Design
	Art & Design 1
	√
	√
	√
	
	√

	
	
	Art & Design 2
	√
	√
	√
	
	√


Annex 4 - Progression to year 1 of undergraduate programmes at Kingston University.

Students who successfully complete the International Foundation Certificate course at Azad in Oxford, and achieve a minimum mark of 60% in “English for Academic Purposes” module will be eligible for direct progression onto the first year of following programmes at Kingston University subject to specified tariffs:

	Faculty 
	Course Title
	Tariff on Int Fd CertHE
	Progression

	Engineering
	MEng/BEng(Hons):

1- Aerospace Engineering, Astronautics & Space Technology 
2- Aerospace Engineering

3- Civil Engineering

4- Mechanical Engineering
	Pass Engineering pathway  with an average of 60% 
	Guaranteed

	
	BSc (Hons):

1- Aerospace Engineering*

2- Automotive Engineering*

3- Civil Engineering

4- Construction Management

5- Mechanical Engineering*

6- Motorsport  Engineering*

7- Motorcycle Engineering*

* The “BSc” title will become effective from September 09 to replace the current title of “BEng Design”.
	Pass Engineering pathway  
	Guaranteed

	
	BSc (Hons) Automotive Design
	Pass Engineering pathway  
	By application & Interview

(portfolio)

	CISM 
	BSc (Hons):

1- Computer Science Franchised to AUO
	Pass Computing pathway  
	Guaranteed 

	
	BSc (Hons)

1- All Computing and IS courses at Kingston
	Pass Computing pathway  
	By internal application & Interview



	Science 

(Science pathway starts from 2009/10 and progression is available from 2010/11)
	BSc (Hons) 

1- Biology

2- Biochemistry

3- Biomedical Science

4- Cell & Molecular Biology

5- Chemistry / Applied Chemistry

6- Forensic Science & Investigative Analysis / Forensic Biology / Forensic Chemistry

7- Human Biology

8- Medical Biochemistry

9- Medicinal Chemistry

10- Nutrition

11- Pharmaceutical Science

12- Pharmacology
	Pass Science pathway 


	Guaranteed 



	FADA
	BA & BSc (Hons) in art & design programmes
	Pass Art & Design pathway with an average of 60%. 


	By internal application & Interview (portfolio)


It is anticipated that progression to a wide range of programmes in other Faculties of Kingston University becomes available from 2010/11.



Subject specific module 2











Fd Group Project 


Ica








English for Academic Purposes


(EAP)


Ica/ex








Fd Maths 





Ica/ex








Communication skills & IT


ica











Subject specific module 1











English as a foreign language


Ica/ex
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