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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:


The field is available in the following forms:

BA (Hons) Media and Cultural Studies

(Full Field MCS)


BA Media and Cultural Studies


(Full Field MCS)

BA (Hons) Media and Cultural Studies and X*
(Half Field in MCS)


BA Media and Cultural Studies and X*

(Half Field in MCS)

BA (Hons) Media and Cultural Studies with X*
(Major in MCS)


BA Media and Cultural Studies with X*

(Major in MCS)


*X = A second Field of study

2.
Mode of Study


The field is offered in the following alternative patterns: full-time or part-time

3.
Features of the Field

Media and Cultural Studies can be studied in combination with the following subjects:

Applied Economics

Business Studies

Creative Writing

Criminology

Drama

English Literature

Film Studies

French (Minor)

History of Art, Design and Film

Journalism

Politics

Psychology

Sociology

Spanish (Minor)

TV Studies

The aims and intended learning outcomes of the Media and Cultural Studies Field are in accord with and supportive of both the mission and goals of the University and the aims and objectives of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Modular Scheme. The former emphasise access, democratic participation, excellence in teaching and research, the realisation of creative potential, firing the imagination of students and lifelong learning. The Modular Scheme’s aims and objectives focus on access, student autonomy, flexibility, coherence, progression and transferable skills.

The degree to which the Field Aims and Learning Outcomes are fulfilled will vary depending on whether students have elected for the Full, Major, Half, or Minor mode of study. 

The Full Field programme allows students who wish to do so to specialise in Media and Cultural Studies. They will follow a programme which has certain core elements, but also offers a range of options which will enable them to follow and develop further particular interests. 

Those who opt for the Major, Half or Minor Field programme will also undertake some practical study. They will be able to combine Media and Cultural Studies with a range of cognate and appropriate Fields, such as Film, Drama, English Literature, Languages, Politics and Sociology, thereby enhancing their educational experience through the exchange and interplay of knowledge and skills drawn from complementary disciplines. The integration of theory and practice in Media and Cultural Studies may also then serve as a stimulus for students’ work in other Fields.

The Media and Cultural Studies Field will offer both intellectual stimulus and some practical experience, and enable students to develop a range of analytical, evaluative, interactive and communication skills, which will prepare them for future employment in a wide variety of workplaces.
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The aims of the Half-Field are to allow students to:
· Gain knowledge and understanding of the role of media and culture in contemporary society and politics.

· Develop the ability to apply methods of analysis and achieve an understanding of theoretical perspectives which can enable them to appreciate the complexity of concepts, a variety of aesthetic qualities and forms, patterns of culture, and modes of representation.

· Develop an awareness of particular media forms and genres, along with their differing organisation of understandings, meanings and affects.  

· Gain an understanding of how different social groups produce and use media and cultural texts in the construction and reproduction of social, political and cultural (and subcultural) realities and identities.

· Develop an understanding of the changing national and international contexts in which media and cultural forms have developed and of the interconnectedness of texts and contexts

· Relate their theoretical understanding of media and culture to production practice and to realise and develop their creative potential through engagement in production practice.

· Engage critically with major thinkers and debates within the field of media and cultural production.

· Carry out sustained independent inquiry, and to evaluate and draw upon a range of conceptual sources and frameworks appropriate to particular research so as to provide the potential for postgraduate work. 

· Develop the key skills of flexibility, creativity and independence, teamwork, personal and group responsibility, and creative negotiation that will instil an appetite for lifelong learning and enhance students’ personal development and future employment prospects. 
· Engage creatively, critically and self-reflexively as citizens with debates about attitudes and values arising from the complexity and diversity of contemporary media and culture.

Minor students will engage to some extent will all of the skills listed above, but in a more limited way. In particular, the absence of a sustained piece of written work at final level will mean that the ability to carry out sustained independent enquiry will largely stem from their major. Minor students will still have the opportunity to undertake some form of practice-based study, to engage with more theoretical issues, and to develop synergies between these two elements.

Additional Aims of the Major Field are to:

· EITHER extend the students’ knowledge of additional related topic areas and allied disciplinary approaches in media and cultural studies, OR afford students the opportunity to develop a wider range of research and practical skills.

· Prepare students for a wider range of opportunities for further specialised study.

Additional Aims of the Full Field are to:

· Extend further the students’ knowledge of additional related topic areas and allied disciplinary approaches in media and cultural studies.
· Afford students the opportunity to develop an even wider range of research and practical skills.

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE FIELD

1. Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the Half-Field, students will have an in-depth knowledge and understanding of:
· The main issues of central concern to the Field relating to the role of media and culture in society and politics.

· A variety of methods of analysis applicable to media and cultural forms and products

· A range of theoretical perspectives appropriate to the critical analysis and evaluation of media and cultural forms

· The ways in which media and cultural forms and genres have evolved, and how they organise understandings, meanings and affects.

· Contextual issues in the analysis of media and culture.

· A range of practical competencies through engagement in at least one production practice, informed by theoretical understanding

On completion of both the Major Field and the Full-Field, students will gain additional knowledge and understanding of:

· Allied disciplinary approaches to media and cultural studies

Students majoring in Media and Cultural Studies will also gain additional knowledge and understanding of:

· EITHER a greater range of practical competencies OR a greater number of specialist subject areas in media and cultural studies

On completion of the Full Field, students will gain additional knowledge and understanding of both of the above, further enhancing their ability to integrate theory and practice.

2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On completion of the field, students will have developed their capacity to:

· Judge and evaluate criteria of truth claims in media and cultural studies

· Engage in abstract thinking and concept building and apply their conceptual knowledge to both factual situations and practical media

· Synthesise information and use it to sustain an argument

· Reason, formulate and test hypotheses systematically and reach conclusions

· Analyse critically and appraise both primary and secondary qualitative and quantitative data sources

· Compare and evaluate using reasoned evidence

· Reflect critically on the impact of modes of cultural representation in structuring their own academic practice

3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the Field students will be able to:

· Develop appropriate research relationships with research subjects.

· Exhibit their practical work publicly

· Use audio-visual material appropriately and ethically.

4.
Key Skills

The field offers opportunities for students to learn, practise, progress and to be assessed in the key skills listed below.

(a) Communication Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· Structure and communicate ideas effectively, orally, in writing and visually

· Engage effectively in debate in an academic manner.

· Make clear, relevant contributions in group discussions.

· Select, extract and evaluate information from a wide range of sources and forms, whether this be textual, aural, or visual

· Select and use appropriately a variety of images and representational forms to augment the study of a given topic

· Meta-communicate in appropriate contexts.

(b) ICT

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· Use online communication systems including the University’s own LMS to send and obtain information, to facilitate group communication and to form links with other communities and organisations

· Select and apply appropriate methods of ICT to present text, data and images

· Use appropriate specialist software, such as Photoshop or Dreamweaver
· Produce a complex document combining and integrating different types of information in a variety of forms and from a variety of sources

· Search for, retrieve, store and manipulate information from ICT sources

· Select appropriate online information, identify its provenance and evaluate its quality

· Edit internet, audio and video material

(c) Teamwork

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· Interact effectively within a group

· Establish and monitor group planning processes

· Negotiate and manage group conflict

· Exercise leadership skills where appropriate

· Identify successful strategies for enhancing the performance of individuals within team based work projects

(d) Independent Learning

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· Research and handle information as the basis for further academic work and personal development

· Monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic standards and personal development targets

· Engage in reflective practice in relation to academic and applied work

E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Media and Cultural Studies Field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular scheme (UMS). Fields in the UMS are composed of modules, which are assigned to Levels. There are three levels that are progressively more challenging in terms of their aims, objectives and learning outcomes as students progress through the field.  Each field contributes to a programme of study that is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases). Typically a student must complete 120 credits at each level. 

A programme of study including the Media and Cultural Studies Field culminates in an honours degree and it is the higher levels (2 and 3) that contribute to the classification of the degree. Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level. Students who complete 120 credits at level 1 but decide to discontinue their studies at that point are eligible for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education. Students who complete 120 credits at level 2 but decide to discontinue are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education.

The duration of the Media and Cultural Studies programme is 3 years full time or 6 years part time. The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks including an examination period).

The programme has been structured to ensure an appropriate degree of coherence at each level and of progression from level to level, and to offer students an opportunity to relate theory to practice consistently throughout their studies.

Core theoretical modules (four at level 1, two at level 2 and one at level 3) define the parameters of the field, its central concerns and the relevant intellectual perspectives appropriate for dealing with theory and methodology across a range of media. These modules, which have to be taken by all students, identify and address some central concerns which have emerged as a consequence of the historical and academic development of media and cultural studies: representation and identity; power and knowledge; text and communication.

A range of optional modules is then offered at levels 2 and 3.  These modules enable students to explore much more specific topics and concerns. Typically option choice at Level 3 is drawn from a slightly broader set of options than at Level 2, a breadth enhanced by the Special Study or Dissertation at Level 3, which offer students the opportunity to undertake a sustained piece of independent research in a specialist area. The scope for choice is also determined, as elsewhere in the Modular Scheme, by whether the student is taking a Full, Major, Half or Minor Field.

These optional modules have been organised into the three ‘thematic sets’ which reflect the diversity of the field. The modules in each set can be used to look at, make sense of and deal with specific types of media, text and cultural activity. Specific media can then be most appropriately studied in relation to that thematic and conceptual framework – that is, viewing specific media in relation to an overall set of issues, themes and ways of thinking.  At the same time, these themes will be identified clearly to students, both formally (in Field guides and module lists) and in the teaching of the core modules, in a way that makes clear the salience, relative distinctiveness yet also interconnectedness of each grouping. Whilst there is little prescription in this domain (aside from that relating to Field status), students will be advised at each level in making their option choices of the suitability of the modules they wish to select.

The series of practice-based modules have been designed to give students some practical experience with a view especially to relating their theoretical understanding to practice, and vice-versa. Rather than providing an extensive training in any one area, the programme provides students with the opportunity to use their imagination and develop their creativity by reflecting critically on mutually enriching and stimulating ideas and experiences.  

Progression is secured by the way in which the content of theoretical and practical modules at each level builds on prior knowledge (from level to level rather than from module to module in almost every case). The notion of progression throughout the degree is realised through a teaching and learning strategy which sees an increasing emphasis on independent and collaborative learning and collaborative skills. This teaching and learning strategy is matched by an assessment strategy which places increasing demands on students at each level regarding the expected level of theoretical and technical depth and complexity, creativity and critical reflection.

At Level 1, all Half-Field students MUST take: Culture and Society, Representation & Identity, Introduction to Digital Media, and Reading the Media. Full-field students take these four plus Media Institutions and three designated modules from other areas of the Faculty, including one from Journalism to enable them to specialise in journalism practice should they not wish to focus on digital media practice (to specialise in journalism practice a student requires the permission from the Field Leaders of both Media & Cultural Studies and Journalism). The theoretical modules will give students a basic grounding in theoretical approaches and enable them to focus clearly on a set of inter-related issues, to do with: the nature and meaning of the concept of culture (and subcultures); the historical and political contexts within which various forms of media have developed; the formation of identity; and approaches to the reading of texts (in the broadest sense of the term). The practice-based modules will give students the basic skills necessary for going on to further study in those areas at higher levels.

All students at Level 2 MUST take the two CORE theoretical modules (Theorising Media and Culture and Researching Media and Culture). The first core second level module (Theorising Media & Culture) deals with a range of theories that have been developed for the analysis of media and cultural objects (such as semiotics, structuralism, dialogic theory), organised around the themes of production, texts and consumption; whilst the second (Researching Media and Culture) enables the student to develop skills in applied research methodology. Together, these modules will explore issues raised at a basic level in the Level One theoretical cores in greater detail and complexity, and enable students to develop skills in research methods which will facilitate their Special Study or Dissertation work at Level Three.

Students are also able to specialise in one or more of these issues through their choice of theoretical electives (Group B) at Levels Two and Three. Theoretical option modules have been grouped in the three thematic sets noted earlier: Representation and Identity; Power and Knowledge; Texts and Communication.
The ability to make elective choices within this framework offers students a variety of ways to engage with key ideas, concepts and issues of Media and Cultural Studies, and also enables the student to construct and pursue a learning programme which relates to their own learning interests and needs, whilst maintaining disciplinary integrity.

All students at Level 2 MUST take the one or two CORE practice-based modules (depending on whether the student is Half-Field, Full-Field, Major or Minor) in digital media, though there is the option to replace one or both of these modules with practical journalism modules, subject to the discretion of the Field Leaders for Media and Cultural Studies and for Journalism. Half-field students whose other half-field is Film Studies are allowed to take film-making as their practice-based module. The Practical modules will give students more proficiency in practice, greater confidence in the handling of materials and tasks, the opportunity to practice a set of designated skills. They can begin to visualise, design and evaluate a website, or to design and produce a practical interactive project. In Journalism, similarly, the modules are designed to enable students to produce some short reports or a feature length article.

At Level 3 there is one taught core module (Issues in Contemporary Culture and Media Studies). In addition, full-field and major students are required to take either the Special Study or the Dissertation module. The Special Study module is a taught module, offering a guided, sustained research exercise. This research exercise is supplemented by additional assessment of other, perhaps more practical, aspects, such as web design. The Dissertation is an individual piece of work, supervised by a member of the field team, in which students undertake a sustained exercise in research and investigation into a media- or culture-related topic of their own choice. At this stage, students will have had sufficient grounding in core concepts, and research methodologies and approaches to the subject to commence this type of more independent work. The ability to carry out independent research will be furthered by the delivery of aspects of research methodology in workshops for dissertation students, together with the subsequent guidance of a supervisor.

At the same time, students will, through their choice of at least one theoretical option (Group B1), further engage with issues at the heart of Media and Cultural studies. As at Level Two, the theoretical options at Level Three have been chosen for their development, at a deeper and more specialised level of understanding, of: Representation and Identity; Power and Knowledge; Texts and Communication.

In the practical modules, students will be required to operate at a level of greater complexity and sophistication, informed by a greater degree of self-reflection and critical awareness of pressures on practitioners. In the digital media area, for example, this greater complexity and sophistication will involve undertaking for instance a detailed project incorporating a number of aspects of interactivity or engaging in an independent project responsive to criticism. The journalism modules will require students to produce work reflecting critically either on how issues are currently being represented or, more generally, on the ethical position of journalists. In each case, it is intended that they emerge from the learning experience better equipped to deal with relevant pressures, more able to make choices and assume responsibilities as practitioners and citizens in their chosen area of work or further training.
Field Contents

LEVEL 1
 
MODULE LISTS
Group A

	Module code
	Module title
	Credits

	MD1118
	Culture & Society 
	15

	MD1198
	Media Institutions
	15

	MD1138
	Representation & Identity
	15

	MD1178
	Introduction to Digital Media
	15

	MD1188
	Reading the Media
	15

	FI1118
	Film Studies: Concepts and Perspectives
	15

	JO1138
	Print Journalism 1
	15

	SO1188
	Focus on Britain
	15


Full field

All of Group A


120 credits

One only of FI1128, JO1138 or SO1188 may be replaced by a module from the Kingston Language Scheme.

Half field


Credits

MD1118 Culture and Society
15

MD1188 Reading the Media
15

MD1138 Representation and Identity
15

MD1178 Introduction to Digital Media
15

MD1138 Representation and Identity may be replaced by a module from the Kingston Language Scheme.

Minor field


Credits

MD1118 Culture and Society
15

MD1188 Reading the Media
15

MD1178 Introduction to Digital Media
15

LEVEL 2
 
MODULE LISTS
GROUP A1 (Core Theoretical)
	Module code
	Module title
	Credits

	MD2118
	Theorising Media and Culture
	15

	MD2088
	Researching Media and Culture

	15


GROUP A2 (Core Practical)
	MD2238
	Motion Graphics
	15

	MD2218
	Designing for the Internet
	15

	MD2118
	How do newspapers work? *
	15

	JO2158
	Print Journalism 2*
	15

	FI2168
	Scriptwriting**
	15

	FI2178
	Production of a short documentary**
	15


* Students may replace one or more of the above practical cores with MD2188 (How do newspapers work?) and/ or JO2138 (The contemporary newspaper sector) at the discretion of the Field Leaders of both Media and Cultural Studies and of Journalism.

** Available to Media & Cultural Studies on a half-field combination with Film Studies students only.

GROUP B (Theoretical Options)
	Module code
	Module title
	Credits

	MD2138
	Black and Asian British Cultures
	15

	LG2128
	European identities
	15

	SO2398
	Social selves
	15

	MD2148
	Consumption and Identity
	15

	SO2358
	Urban Cultures, Contested Spaces
	15

	MD2148
	The Music Industry
	15

	SO2318
	Women, Religion & Culture
	15

	EN2148
	Language and Culture
	15

	FI2218
	The Politics of Film
	15

	MD2158
	Digital Media Theory
	15

	MD2168
	Decoding Advertising
	15

	MD2248
	Genre Studies
	15

	EL2178
	Fiction and Social Change in the mid-Twentieth Century
	15

	FI2138
	British Cinema: Institutions, Genres and Authors
	15

	EN2158
	Communicating at Work
	15


GROUP C

Any elective subject to Field approval (free choice module)

LEVEL 2
 FIELD  REQUIREMENTS

FULL

8 Units:

All of Group A1



2 Units

2 Units from Group A2


2 Units

3 Units from Group B



3 Units

Any 1 Unit from Groups B/C


1 Units

MAJOR

5 Units:

All of Group A1



2 Units

EITHER 

2 Units from Group A2 and 1 from B

OR  

2 Units from Group B and 1 from A2

3 Units

HALF FIELD

4 Units:

All of Group A1



2 Units

1 Unit from Group A2



1 Units

1 Unit from B




1 Unit

MINOR

3 Units:

All of Group A1



2 Units

1 Unit from Group A2



1 Unit

Please note that not all of the modules in Group B will necessarily run in any one year.

LEVEL 3
 
MODULE LISTS
GROUP A1
(Core)


	Module code
	Module title
	Credits

	MD3118
	Issues in Contemporary Media and Cultural Studies
	15


GROUP A2
	Module code
	Module title
	Credits

	Either MD3128
	Special Study
	30

	Or MD3008
	Dissertation
	30


GROUP B1 (Theoretical Options)
	Module code
	Module title
	Credits

	MD3138
	Shopping the self
	15

	EL3198
	Ethnicity in American Literature and Culture
	15

	FI3118
	Representation and Difference
	15

	SO3198
	The Gendered Self 2
	15

	PO3298
	The Changing Male Order
	15

	EN3198
	Language and Gender
	15

	MD3148
	The Political Economy of European Media and Communication
	15

	SO3248
	Studies in Popular Culture and the Mass Media
	15

	PO3268
	Postmodern Theory
	15

	EN3148
	Language as Discourse
	15

	PO3408
	A change is gonna come: global perspectives and cultures of popular music
	15

	MD3348
	Media Audiences

	15

	MD3168
	The Western
	15

	EL3238
	Popular American Fictions
	15

	LG3138
	French New Wave Cinema
	15

	SO3408
	Comics and Society
	15


GROUP B2 (Practical)
	Module code
	Module title
	Credits

	MD3178
	Independent Project in Digital Media*
	15

	MD3188
	Print Media in a Digital Age*
	15

	JO3128
	Journalism: ethics, politics and the law of libel *
	15

	MD3158
	Multimedia and Interactivity*

	15

	FI3168
	Advanced Pre-Production**
	15

	FI3178
	Advanced Film Production**
	15


* In order to take these modules you must have taken the relevant module at the previous level (e.g., you can only take a print journalism module if you have taken either MD2188 (How do Newspapers Work?) or JO2138 (The Contemporary Newspaper Sector) at Level Two), or an equivalent approved by the Field Leader.

** Available to Media & Cultural Studies on a half-field combination with Film Studies students only.
LEVEL 3 
FIELD  REQUIREMENTS

FULL

8 units:

All of Group A1 and A2


3 Units

3 Units from Group B1


3 Units

2 Units from Group B2


2 Units

MAJOR

5 Units:

All of Group A1 



1 Unit

EITHER 

2 Units from Group A2, 1 from Group B1 and 1 from Group B2

OR

2 Units from Group A2, and 2 from B2
4 Units

HALF FIELD

4 Units:

All of Group A1



1 Unit

2 Units from Group A2 or B1


2 Units

1 Unit from B2




1 Unit

MINOR

3 Units: 

All of Group A1
1 Unit 

1 Unit from Group B
1 Unit

1 Unit from Group B
1 Unit

Please note that not all of the modules in Group B1 will necessarily run in any one year.
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· The relevant benchmark statement is that for Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies.

· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the national Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

The Field, in accordance with the University, is SENDA compliant. The Field is also, in line with University policy, moving towards the introduction of Personal Development Plans.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The Field’s learning, teaching and assessment strategies have been devised in accordance with the University’s Learning and Teaching Strategy which focuses on helping students to become independent learners and providing an interactive and supportive learning environment.
The essential teaching and learning strategies for the Field include lectures, seminar discussions, interactive workshops, tutorials (where appropriate) and student-directed reading, film viewing and investigative activities. Further, the practical modules foreground group work, the development of a self-reflexive approach and gaining competence in production practices. Specific teaching and learning strategies are determined by the aims and learning outcomes of particular modules and seek to provide a learning environment which recognises different learning styles and needs.
The strategies and the accompanying assessment procedures of individual modules are designed to achieve the general aims and objectives of the degree. These involve, among other things, students gaining a broad knowledge and sound understanding of the programme’s topic areas, promoting their capacity to read, investigate and research and encouraging their skills in developing informed and well-supported arguments (both in written and oral form) through a combination of instruction, discussion, discursive writing, sustained reading and the analysis of media and cultural texts. In turn, the practical modules are directed to promoting a range of practical skills and competencies through a combination of group discussion and collaboration, oral critique and task-oriented activities. Feedback on student progress in these areas takes the form of commentary provided on written and oral presentations, tutorial sessions in staff office hours and, at Level One, discussion with a student’s Academic Advisor.

Group discussion, whilst it is not always directly assessed, forms an essential component of most modules’ teaching and learning strategies and is directed to enhancing individual and group communication capacities, to improving presentation skills and encouraging a facility for intellectual argument and debate—all important transferable skills.

Students are required to spend some ten hours a week studying each module. Further, they are expected to assume responsibility for developing their own programmes of directed reading and film viewing across the range of taught modules. The accessing of appropriate web-sites is also encouraged as part of such student-initiated study. Full field students will also assume responsibility for choosing and developing their own projects in the series of practical modules. Students who take up a Special Study or a Dissertation as a module choice will be required to develop their own research strategies and reading programmes appropriate to the topics they have elected to study in depth. Supervision is provided for both the Special Study and the Dissertation modules. In the former, students meet regularly with the module tutor in dedicated seminars and also have the opportunity to discuss issues relating to the assessment in office hours. In the latter students are allocated a supervisor, with whom they are expected to meet regularly—first to discuss and agree their topics and study programmes and subsequently to monitor their work’s progress. Stage 1 of the Dissertation also involves a series of fortnightly group seminars dealing with the skills, planning and organisation necessary for dissertation preparation. These Special Study and Dissertation modules allow students to investigate topics of their own choosing in depth and encourage them to develop important research skills and the ability to sustain an extended piece of discursive writing.

The overall teaching and learning strategy promotes greater levels of responsibility, discipline and resourcefulness as students progress through the field and supports them in the development of the valuable key skill of effective self-management, as the greater levels of class contact at Level 1 indicate. Options at Levels Two and Three and the possibility of undertaking Special Study or Dissertation work (at Level Three) encourage student learning to be increasingly self-directed and independent as they determine their own paths of study and areas of specialisation. The Field Leader and course team will provide students with advice on options and the development their programmes of study. In addition, feedback and advice regarding student progress and decision-making are provided by the Academic Advisor system and, in the case of dissertation work, the group skills sessions and the evaluation of work-in-progress at the end of Stage 1.

The contemplation of media texts is, of course, a study activity integral to this field and takes place in both class contact time and during individual or group study. This study activity will involve the presentation of extracts or visual materials of various kinds in lecture, seminar and workshop time and in group or individual viewings. Viewing materials are available in the university library and viewing facilities are accessible at a wide variety of locations around the university.

The field’s teaching strategies draw on the specialist knowledge, skills and understandings of staff from a variety of subject backgrounds and theoretical orientations and practical competencies, thereby promoting the cross-disciplinary approach embraced by the team. Similarly, students studying the field are able to introduce to their study the knowledge and insights they are acquiring from their complementary disciplinary fields of study, or to learn from the challenge of combining ‘academic’ and ‘practical’ modes of study.

Finally, given the cross-disciplinary character of the field and the range of theoretical inputs it draws upon, completion of the Media and Cultural Studies programme will allow students to demonstrate a particularly wide range of competencies and knowledge and will develop in them a valuable intellectual flexibility and academic curiosity. Progression through the programme is built into the organisation of the curriculum (e.g., Level Three modules demand greater theoretical and analytical sophistication on the part of students and the balance between tutor-directed activity and student-directed study shifts between Levels One and Three).
H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment procedures range through writing essays of different lengths, seen, unseen and take-home examination papers, workshop exercises, class tests, study logs, seminar presentations (both individual and group), extended essays and dissertations. Practical modules involve the production of digital media products, newspaper articles, portfolios, and working logs. These procedures are deployed to develop a range of skills (both practical and cognitive) that are of use to a Media and Cultural Studies student, and to test achievement in the various competencies relevant to the discipline.

The majority of modules involve end-of-module assessment. Only at Level 2 is in- and end- module assessment the norm. Moreover, no module at Level 1 is formally examined, although alternative modes of formative assessment (e.g., class tests) may be practiced. All assessments have been carefully looked at to ensure broad equity within Faculty guidelines on workload.

At all Levels a major aim is to develop in our students the skill and capacity for the effective presentation of evidence and reasoned argument in both written and spoken form. However, the notion of progression is built into the pattern of assessment within the Field. Assessments at Level One are designed to promote students’ capacities to read, talk, reflect and write effectively about media and culture—skills basic to all academic study. Thus, the formative assessments focus on effective writing skills, the ability to plan and monitor reading and study activities, and the development of group participation and discussion, the latter particularly in the practical modules.

At subsequent Levels assessment demands an increasing measure of critical analysis. Students engage in some more extensive pieces of written work and are encouraged to become increasingly independent learners.

Opportunities for feedback to, and discussion with, students on their performances are an integral part of their learning experience. In addition, however, peer- and self- assessment students’ learning experience, will be encouraged, through the use of writing workshops involving peer assisted learning, and self-assessment sheets prior to handing in work for assessment.

Student writing for the field is designed to encourage a capacity for both the close and detailed analysis of particular media or cultural texts and the presentation of more general ideas, analyses and argument. In fact, competence in the writing of formal academic essays of various lengths is one of the key communication skills to be acquired by our students. The requirement that in- module essays be word-processed will help them to master important IT skills. Written assignments of different lengths (from class tests to dissertations) develop in students a range of capacities: concise or reflective expression; the ability to briefly summarise information and ideas: the development of an argument well-supported by evidence.  Essay work, at its best, promotes the skills of reading, researching, the thoughtful marshalling of an original argument, reflection and the careful sifting of evidence. Examinations develop a talent for bringing existing knowledge to bear on a novel topic undertaken during a limited period of time, and involve ‘thinking on your feet’. Both sets of skills are of vital importance for future employment and lifelong learning experience.

Individual and group discussion and oral participation, whilst not always formally assessed, are, nevertheless, a standard component of the learning experience in all the field’s modules. Effective student contributions to seminars and workshops will be expected and will involve active participation in group discussion, student-led seminars, individual seminar presentations and small group activities (especially in workshop sessions).

Special Study and Dissertation modules will not only assess the research and essay writing skills of those students undertaking them, but will also monitor their ability to take personal responsibility for organising and directing their own activities over a sustained period of time. This is a particularly important ability with respect to future work prospects and research activities.
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

240-280 points at A-level (depending on chosen combination), including a minimum of two 6-unit awards at A-level or equivalent.  General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject, when one of three 6-unit awards.

Or: equivalent qualifications and experience.  Applications from students on BTEC or Access courses, applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.

GCSE Mathematics and English Literature grade A-C are preferred.
2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

We expect typical entry qualifications to be:

· A minimum of 240 A level points, with 80 points at A level in Media Studies or Communication Studies should those particular A-levels be taken by the applicant.

· GCSE Mathematics and English grade A-C
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The field will equip students with analytical, research, communications and key skills relevant to a wide range of graduate employment and/or further study. More specifically, it will be of value both to graduates seeking employment in the culture, communications and service industries, and to those who wish or to pursue further, postgraduate study in related areas. The Field has been constructed with a strong ambition to help develop both students’ imagination and creativity, and the critical, analytical and self-reflective skills to make informed, intelligent and constructive choices both about employment or further study, and within both domains. The development of the Field has been informed by an awareness that employers in this arena and more vocational postgraduate courses are often keener to take on such students than those with a narrower, more vocational training in one or other area of media production practice.
K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

As a relatively new Field, there are no pre-existing, externally ratified, indicators of quality for Media and Cultural Studies. However, the Field team is composed of experienced and recognised practitioners of repute, and a number of colleagues who have been instrumental in achieving excellent TQA ratings in related areas of the curriculum offered by the Faculty, notably Politics, English Literature, Languages and Sociology.

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through:

· Module evaluation questionnaires

· External Examiners’ moderation and reports

· Module logs

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through:

· Annual course monitoring through subject logs

· Faculty course review and Quality Assurance

· Periodic field review

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF
N/A
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