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PgCert in English: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature
Field title:
English: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature
FHEQ Level for the final award:

Masters
Credit Rating by level:


180 M Level credits

JACS code:




Q200
Prospectus Link:


http://www.kingston.ac.uk/postgraduate/index.htm
QAA benchmark statement:

NA

Minimum/maximum period of registration:FT: 1 Year. PT: 2 Years

Date specification produced:

December 2004

Faculty:




Arts and Social Sciences
School:




Humanities
Location:




Penrhyn Road
Date specification produced/revised:
November 2004

B. FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMME

1. Title:  
MA in English: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature
The programme is available in the following forms:



MA in English: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature


PgCert in English: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature


PgDip in English: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature
2. Modes of delivery

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:



Full-time



Part-time

3. Features of the field

The key feature of this MA programme is that it engages with a number of complementary core issues that are at the heart of twentieth century literature. In particular, it explores issues of ethnicity, migration and identity as major concerns of twentieth century literature by introducing students to the work of writers from divergent ethnic backgrounds within the twentieth century. The impact of ethnicity, migration and identity on twentieth century writing and the implications of class and gender for the work of such writers are considered. Students are also required to discuss related issues which might include the overlapping of historical texts and contexts, the relation between historical moment and cultural production, and cross-cultural differences in literary production and consumption. 
To complement this focus of study, the programme provides an understanding of how life writing and constructions of subjectivity form one of the most sustained areas of literary representation and investigation in twentieth century writing. Students are introduced to the concept of the self as it is explored in twentieth century texts: ideas such as the self being always in process, that the self is constructed in narrative, or the idea that we have multiple selves are considered in the light of the many different ways in which writers in the twentieth century engage with varying aspects and versions of self and its construction in writing. The construction of self is considered in a variety of writing, such as autobiography, family memoirs, diaries, poetry, film and fiction.
The programme also involves students and staff in Current Debates in English Literature in order to provide opportunities to explore issues that inform immediate contemporary literary debate. The teaching of current debates broadens students’ understanding of specific questions about twentieth century literature: the erosion of traditional distinctions between “high” and “low”; the porosity of “the popular” as a concept; the impact of contemporary theoretical approaches on the understanding of “literature”; the role of market forces in shaping taste in contemporary publishing.  This module will thus not only help students locate their study of twentieth century literature alongside a broader set of contemporary debates, but enhance their critical understanding of the links between the analysis of twentieth century literature and interpretations of contemporary culture.  With its content shaped in consultation with students, the specific shape of the module reflects and organises the interests of the cohort and allows for a significant level of student choice. Changes in staffing may result in changes in emphasis within these overarching frameworks and modules may focus on issues from the early as well as the late twentieth century. 
The teaching of research methodologies reinforces students’ work on the programme and provides them with the skills needed to advance from the modules that make up the taught programme to write a dissertation.  Delivered in workshops, seminars and individual tutorials, the Research Skills Module is structured around the research plans of each student.  It thus offers students an intensive course of study aimed at familiarising students with an up- to-date range of research methods and providing practical help in preparing them to research, structure and write their dissertation. In their dissertations, students pursue sustained independent research and produce an extended piece of critical writing.  The dissertation gives students the chance to produce complex critical work and brings together many of the strands explored in the rest of the degree.  Double-weighted, it not only stands as the culmination of students’ work on the programme, but provides the key distinction between MA level work and other postgraduate qualifications open to them. 

The postgraduate programme takes place in an atmosphere of scholarly engagement with twentieth century texts and issues. There is synergy both between the focus of debate and individual texts and writers, and between the varieties of debates across modules. The field also endeavours to develop the mastery of academic and research skills, so that students are able to express individual engagement in an accomplished academic style. The particular combination of specialist areas of investigation into literary texts gives this MA a unique format, and this structure is supported by proven research expertise in the English field. In many cases the modules derive from active research interests of the teaching staff.
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME
1. The general aims of the programme are to:

· provide postgraduate study in English literature appropriate to the needs of a range of students (including part-time and full-time, standard and non-standard entrants )
· develop students’ exploration and understanding of key issues in twentieth century literature: race and ethnicity in contemporary writing; constructions of the self in and through twentieth century texts, and current debates in English literature
· strengthen their critical awareness, interpretative strategies, and scholarly responses to  twentieth century literature
· enable students to develop expertise in critical skills and textual analysis, and in the presentation of an argument and in self-expression within the English language, both orally through seminar work, and in their writing

· enable students to locate their textual analyses within appropriate conceptual or theoretical frameworks
· ensure that students build the research skills needed to master the specialised scholarly analysis of primary and secondary material alongside the ability to structure and organise an extended argument in English and present their work to first class academic standards
Formal Aims of each exit qualification:

This programme allows for three exit qualifications: Masters, post-graduate Diploma, and post-graduate Certificate.  There is a quantitative as well as qualitative difference between what is gained through the PgCert and the PgDip. The Certificate is intended for students wishing to pursue a focused and in-depth academic study of particular issues in twentieth century literature.  The Diploma is intended for students seeking more extensive critical understanding of issues in twentieth century literature alongside practical work in research methodologies.  The Masters is intended for students seeking to further their analysis of the issues and debates covered in the taught programme with the opportunity to advance both their scholarly understanding of the subject area and their skills in independent study through the production of a dissertation. The production of this dissertation thus marks a qualitative distinction between both the PgCert and PgDip in that it requires students to demonstrate an ability to research extensively a particular area of twentieth century literature and present this research in a well organised, well-structured and well written format. Successful completion of the dissertation is the culmination of the M level work and a sign that students have progressed through the stages outlined in the other qualifications.

2. The aims of the postgraduate Certificate are to:

· provide students with scholarly knowledge and critical understanding of two key areas of twentieth century literature
· develop expertise in textual analysis, in the presentation of an argument and in self-expression within the English language, both orally and in writing

· build the critical competence and awareness needed to undertake the advanced study of issues in twentieth century literature
3. The additional aims of the post-graduate Diploma are to:

· provide students with scholarly knowledge and critical understanding of three key areas of twentieth century literature

· develop the sophisticated research skills and rigorous methodologies appropriate to the study of  issues in twentieth century literature at M level

4. The additional aims of the Masters are to: 

· give students the opportunity to pursue their interests in issues in twentieth century literature through detailed independent research, and to use this research as the foundation for a sustained piece of analytical writing in the form of a dissertation

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE PROGRAMME

On completion of the programme students will be able to demonstrate:

· a systematic and comprehensive knowledge of  key issues in twentieth century literature
· the advanced critical abilities needed to evaluate research and scholarship in issues in twentieth century literature

· the capacity to address complex issues systematically

· the ability to act autonomously in planning and producing a sustained piece of written work

· the skills necessary to communicate their conclusions clearly in a range of formats including oral presentations and essays in terms that use appropriate methodologies and M Level standards of academic presentation 

· sophisticated critical and conceptual skills in relation to primary and secondary texts
1. Knowledge and Understanding:

On completion of the Certificate, students will have a knowledge and understanding of:

· two key areas of the study of twentieth century literature
· conceptual and theoretical backgrounds to these key areas of study

· the sophisticated critical and conceptual analytical skills necessary to generate knowledge appropriate to both M Level and the subject area

On completion of this Diploma, students will, in addition, have a knowledge and understanding of:

· one further key area of study in twentieth century literature

· the conceptual and theoretical framework to this area of study

· sophisticated research skills and advanced methodologies appropriate to the study of twentieth century literature
· the ICT resources, bibliographical systems and conventions of academic presentation needed to study issues in twentieth century literature at M level
On completion of the Masters, students will, in addition, have a knowledge and understanding of:

· the practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry in issues in twentieth century literature are used to interpret and generate knowledge in terms that lead to the production of a substantial piece of critical writing 
· a specific area of critical debate within a particular field of twentieth century literature that reflects an original and creative response to discipline specific issues within the field of study
2. Cognitive and Practical Skills

On completion of the Certificate, students will have developed their capacity for:

· rigorous analysis of twentieth century literary texts 

· competence in recognising and responding appropriately to the requirements of an exercise or task and writing up responses effectively
· critically evaluating research and advanced scholarship in twentieth century literature

On completion of the Diploma, students will in addition have developed their capacity for:

· organising and presenting written material in terms that demonstrate a high standard of scholarship and strong skills in research and organisation 

On completion of this Masters, students will in addition have developed their capacity for:

· acting autonomously in planning and producing a sustained piece of written work

· developing and self-reflexively evaluating arguments and approaches that synthesise the analysis of primary texts with the discussion of supporting materials
· writing a sustained piece of scholarly work that displays originality of thought and the ability to evaluate and criticise current approaches to the chosen area of study
E. FIELD STRUCTURE

This field is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.  Fields in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated at level M (a small amount of level 3 credit may occasionally contribute to a postgraduate course).  Single modules in the framework are valued at 15 credits and the field may contain a number of multiple modules.  The minimum requirement for a Postgraduate Certificate is 60 credits, for a Postgraduate Diploma 120 credits and a Masters degree 180 credits.  In some instances the Certificate or Diploma may be the final award and Certificates and Diplomas may be offered to students who only complete specified parts of a Masters degree.   The awards available are detailed in section A and the requirements are outlined below.  All students will be provided with a copy of the PCF.

The duration of the MA in Issues in Twentieth Century Literature is one year full-time and two years part-time. The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks, to include the examination period). 

	Fig 1. MA English: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature

	One Year, Full-time (Indicative)



	Semester 1


	ELM429: Ethnicity, Migration and Identity in 20C Literature (30 Credits)



	Semester 1


	ELM421: Writing the Self (30 Credits)



	Semester 2
	ELM412:  Current Debates in English Literature (30 Credits)



	Semester 2


	ELM422: Research Skills, Methods and Methodologies in English (30 credits)



	End Semester 2-September


	ELM428: Dissertation (60 credits)


	Two years, Part-Time (Indicative)

	1st Year



	Semester 1


	ELM429: Ethnicity, Migration and Identity in 20C Writing (30 Credits)

	Semester 2
	ELM412: Current Debates in English Literature (30 Credits)



	2nd Year



	Semester 1


	ELM421: Writing the Self (30 Credits)



	Semester 2
	ELM422: Research Skills, Methods and Methodologies in English (30 credits)



	End Semester 2-September


	ELM428: Dissertation (60 credits)


F.  FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

This course will be compliant with the QAA Academic Infrastructure. 
G.  TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The teaching and learning methods employed underpin the principal aim of the course, which is to enable students to carry out effective critical explorations of literary and theoretical texts within the context of 20th century English literature. In the four taught modules the weekly seminars will combine small-group and whole-group teaching, and will attempt to encourage students to think, talk and write about texts in relation to concepts and contexts that are generally problematised. 


The course team recognizes that a significant part of learning takes place outside the classroom, in study and research undertaken by students individually and in groups. For the four taught modules students are therefore be expected to undertake both directed reading and their own further reading, and to engage in tasks such as literature searches and critical engagement with literary and theoretical texts. Students are made aware of the need to undertake appropriate reading in order to build up their knowledge in relevant areas of 20th century literature, literary criticism and literary theory, and to take responsibility for their learning. This reading is essential if seminars are to be primarily based on informed discussions and on the acquisition of advanced analytical and presentational skills. Students are required to move to increasing levels of independence, culminating in the dissertation where they are expected to demonstrate a substantial degree of individual initiative and decision-making. As with all other modules in the field, the English Module Guide Review Committee oversees module content and provides guidance for staff in terms designed to ensure that aims and outcomes specific to both the module and the degree are met.  


 The class contact-time for each of the first four modules is two hours per week. In both semesters this gives a total of eight hours of formal class contact over the year for a full-time student and of four hours for a part-time student. Normally, Ethnicity, Migration and Identity operates a system of interactive seminars where small group work will alternate with general discussion and brief talks by the lecturer and individual students.  Writing the Self normally  concentrates on seminar discussion, including regular student presentations and student writing. A module such as Current Debates, however, may be motivated by a desire to empower students in terms of student input into the syllabus and the module is, as far as possible, student-led, with those participating in the module setting the agenda and agreeing its pedagogical parameters. Such strategies  allow students to gain a sense of ownership over the material discussed and the final assessed outcomes.  As with other areas of the programme, consultation between the teaching team and students forms an important part of the teaching and learning strategy and is aimed at both delivering choice and giving students a sense of ownership over both the shape and the content of their programme.  



The Research Skills, Methods and Methodologies module is taught in weekly two-hour seminar sessions. Sessions in this module combine formal teaching by staff with student-led discussion and debates driven by student presentations based upon their own research plans. An advanced research methods workshop is conducted in the library, and a number of writing workshops, alternating with workshops on integrating theoretical and conceptual frameworks into their research, ensures that  students develop a sophisticated and scholarly approach in the writing up of their research. Students are asked to produce the outline for a large research project which requires them to demonstrate their ability to conduct independent research, create an adequate framework for a sustained piece of writing on a given topic, utilise appropriate sources, and develop an independent argument.  The nominated topic forms the foundation for their work on the Dissertation and should exist in outline by the end of the Research Skills module. 


On the basis of the successful completion of this preparatory work in Research Skills, this topic is registered and a supervisor assigned. Students meet with supervisors during the earlier part of the summer term to plan their work.  The writing of the dissertation is seen as an exercise in independent study and stands as the culmination of student learning on the degree.  Students are asked to synthesise relevant debates and draw those discussions together through the analysis of particular texts and/or issues. Contact with the supervisor on the Dissertation Module is in accordance with individual student need and as agreed between supervisor and student. Students have no fewer than five sessions with their supervisor.

H. ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES


The overall assessment for the course, at 35,000 words or equivalent total, is in line with conventional M level coursework requirements, and the assessment for each module is designed to reflect the relevant learning and teaching objectives. In Ethnicity, Migration and Identity students will prepare a short in-class textual analysis and a 3,500-word essay which help them begin to produce sustained pieces of writing, and allows them to demonstrate their ability to apply critical and theoretically informed analyses of texts. The subject of the essay may be either suggested by the student and agreed with the tutor, or suggested by the tutor (who will normally supply a list of possible topics at the beginning of the module). In Writing the Self, assessments are designed to encourage an analytical and creative response to the self and to a variety of literary examples of life writing. They are also conceived so as to test knowledge and understanding of the themes, concepts and theories explored throughout the module and to test the grasp of some of the literary strategies employed in writing about the self. Each student gives a seminar presentation during the course of the semester which will be written up in approximately 1500 words. Students also complete a 1500 word exploratory piece of life-writing, fictional or non-fictional, together with a commentary on the strategies they have used, in comparison with strategies used by writers studied on the module. The Current Debates module requires students to write a 5,000 word paper on a topic agreed with the module leader.  The use of a consultation exercise to help shape the title and approach to this essay reflects the consultation exercise conducted as part of the process of designing the specific content of the module itself and thus reinforces this module’s particularly strong emphasis on student-centred learning.  The Research Skills Module is assessed by a portfolio that includes a project outline of the final dissertation, a range of exercises linked to particular research methods and approaches, conventions of academic presentation, copies of drafts and abstracts and details of a student’s individual research plans.  The submission of all these materials ensures students demonstrate their development as they acquire the scholarly expertise needed to research and write a dissertation.  The dissertation itself will normally involve the production of a 15,000 word piece of written work.  The dissertation is designed to test each student’s ability to research and write a sustained piece of argumentative work that integrates appropriate theoretical, conceptual and contextual material with sophisticated readings of particular texts and genres.  Asking students to demonstrate the skills needed to synthesise issues generated in the taught part of the course with their own research and a detailed view of a specific subject means that the dissertation represents the culmination of a student’s work on the MA and demonstrate that they have successfully met the general aims and outcomes of the programme.  
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENTS

ELM429 (Ethnicity, Migration and Identity)

 
An in class test (duration one hour) worth 30%; an essay (4000) words worth 70%

ELM421 (Writing the Self)


Writing up of a 1,500 word summary of class presentation. Worth 40% of the final mark.
An exploratory piece of life writing, fictional or non-fictional, together with a commentary on strategies used by the student in comparison with writers studied on the course. Worth 60% of the overall mark.

ELM412 (Current Debates in English Literature)




5,000 word essay worth 100% of marks for the module
ELM422 (Research Skills, Methods and Methodologies in English)


Class presentation; portfolio of plans, exercises, dissertation outline, drafts and related materials worth 100% of marks for the module.
ELM428 (Dissertation) 





15,000 word Dissertation

I. ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

The following will normally be regarded as appropriate admission requirements for the course:

· successful completion of a certified programme of study, normally a good second class honours undergraduate degree or its equivalent

· relevant non-certificated learning

· an appropriate combination of certificated and non-certificated learning

· where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (ILTS requirement of 6.5) or equivalent must be demonstrated 

All certificated and non-certificated learning requires verification. In the case of certificated learning, verification involves the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfilment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

Admission with Advanced Standing

Applicants may be given credit for prior learning against specific elements of a programme if it is judged to be appropriate in terms of content and level. In such cases, the student is not required to take elements of the programme for which credit has been given (exemption). This credit may be graded.

Prior learning may be certified or it may be experiential. If it is not certified, students will be required to demonstrate learning through some form of agreed assessment.

Credit can be claimed against modules at all levels of study. A student may normally be admitted with credit amounting to no more that two thirds of the total credits required for the award sought. This requirement means that accreditation of prior learning will be set at a maximum of the following credit for each award:

MA

120 Credits


PgDip

  80 Credits


PgCert

  40 credits

Consideration for Admission with Advanced Standing will be based on:

· successful completion of a relevant programme of certificated learning at M level

· relevant non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

· a combination of relevant certificated and non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

Admissions procedures
The Course Director will normally consider all applications in the first instance. All applicants who fulfil, or are likely to fulfil, the admissions requirements will be invited for an interview with the Course Director or another senior member of the course teaching team.   Students will be advised about the specific options likely to be available to them at this stage and encouraged to make preliminary indications as to their choices. Decisions regarding offers of places will be made by the Course Director or senior member of the course teaching team after interviewing the applicant.  The Course Director will receive administrative support from the Postgraduate Course Administrator.

J. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The MA is designed for those who have a personal or a professional interest in literature, specifically in the twentieth century.  The course is particularly suited for those wishing to enhance their careers in areas such as teaching, publishing, library and museum services, journalism, the arts in general, the creative industries (media, broadcasting and the creative arts for example) and any other context where a knowledge of literature and skills in critical analysis are of importance.  For those interested in further research, the course provides an excellent foundation for MPhil/PhD level study in twentieth-century literature.

K. INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Members of staff contributing to English Literature were subject to TQA Review in 1996, when the subject was rewarded with an “Excellent” rating.  A wide range of publications in both journals and monographs on twentieth century literature and related subject areas provides external evidence of the English Field’s research excellence in this area. 

L. APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

N/A
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