FIELD SPECIFICATION 
KINGSTON UNIVERSITY

International Students, Foundation Certificate (at West Thames College) 2007-2008

A.  NATURE OF THE AWARD
Awarding Institution:


Kingston University                           

Final Award:                                                 Foundation Certificate       

Intermediate Awards:  


N/A                                       
Field Title:  
Foundation Certificate for International Students

JACs Code:




N/A
Credit rating by level:


120 @ level 0
QAA Subject Benchmark Statement:
N/A
Minimum/Maximum Registration:

1 year minimum/2 years maximum
Date Specification Produced:         

Revised April 2005.

Faculty:                                                         Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

School:                                                          School of Humanities
Location:                                                       West Thames College

B.     FEATURES OF THE AWARD
The Foundation Certificate for International Students is run by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences in partnership with West Thames College.
The Foundation Certificate is validated and awarded by Kingston University with the course running at West Thames College as a franchise under license from Kingston University.
The programme is designed to run over one year. It offers a framework for international students to develop their language and academic skills in order to progress to undergraduate study at Kingston University.
The Foundation Certificate for International Students enables students, who have completed senior secondary school education normally acceptable for undergraduate study in their own country of residence, to prepare for academic study at Kingston University.
Students will be guaranteed entry to Kingston University on successful completion of the course.
The Certificate has the following major features:

· a high proportion of skill development, both general and academic, in the English language

· the development of study skills and independent learning

· academic study in appropriate disciplines to a standard appropriate for entry to the first year of a degree course

· a programme of social, cultural and academic visits
The programme is offered on a full time basis over a one-year period. During the year, 8 modules will be studied contributing 120 credit points. Students will need to gain the 120 credits, and additionally, in order to be awarded the Kingston University Foundation Certificate, will need to gain a score of 6.5 in their IELTS examination.

The IELTS examination is an externally accredited award outside the university system and awards.
C.      EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE AWARD
The overall aim of the programme is to produce highly competent students, who can operate accurately and confidently in the English language, in an academic environment. 
The programme aims to ensure that students:

· achieve an IELTS score of  6.5

· have the appropriate combination of language skills, study skills and academic skills to work effectively at undergraduate level study

· possess the appropriate ability, and are equipped, to undertake degree studies in their chosen field

· can apply their skills in the various contexts in which they will be involved in university life

· can both initiate and sustain a planned and disciplined approach when working alone, and can participate effectively as a member of a team

D.     LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE AWARD
Knowledge and Understanding
On completion, students will be able to do the following:

· demonstrate their practical competence in both oral and written English for both general and academic purposes

· demonstrate their ability to describe and discuss, showing a line of argument and using academic support.

· demonstrate their ability to use British referencing conventions

· demonstrate their ability to use English language skills in their knowledge and understanding of their subject specialisms
Cognitive Skills

On completion, students will be able to:

· critically analyse and evaluate their own abilities

· assess their own personal development requirements, including setting personal goals through a personal development plan

· plan, conduct and report on an individual project

· assemble data from a variety of sources and discern and establish connections

Practical Skills

On completion, students will be able to:

· demonstrate their study skills and learning strategies

· demonstrate their IT skills as an aid to study

· demonstrate their ability to integrate into British academic life

Key Skills
Key Skills will be an essential element of the programme. Students will be expected to demonstrate competence in the Key Skills in all aspects of the programme.

Communication

· make effective contribution to group work and discussions

· make oral presentations

· select and extract material from primary and secondary sources

· read and collate material from written and spoken sources

· provide written materials in a variety of formats fit for purpose

· incorporate images in documents including titles, data, graphics and diagrams

Problem Solving and Numeracy

· collect data from primary and secondary sources selectively

· evaluate and present data in a suitable format

· select and use appropriate methods to manipulate primary and secondary data

· record data in appropriate formats

· understand the issues of selection, accuracy, and uncertainty in the collection and analysis of data

Information Technology

· use appropriate IT to present text, data and images

· produce a complex document combining information from a variety of sources

· search for, retrieve and store information from IT sources

· select appropriate on line information and evaluate its quality

· use on line communication systems to send and receive information, including the university’s learning management system

Teamwork

· Review and evaluate progress of groups and collective performance

· Identify ways of improving the performance of groups and own contribution to groups

· Enable a good level of communication, team working and interpersonal skills 

E. 
FIELD STRUCTURE
	Module Title
	Credit Value  (Level 0)

	English Language
	15

	English for Academic Purposes
	30

	Study Skills, including Information Technology 
	15

	Core Maths
	15

	Research Methods, and Project
	15

	Subject Specialism
	15

	Subject Specialism
	15

	TOTAL
	120


Subject Specialisms/Modules

· Foundation Biology

· Foundation Physics

· Foundation Chemistry

· Media - Advertising

· Foundation Maths

· Sociology

· Psychology

· History

· Introduction to ICT

The suite of subject specific modules has been referenced to degree programmes at Kingston University that certificated students would be able to access. Examples of these are indicated below. 

Further subject specialisms will be approved by the Field Board following recommendation from the Admissions Tutor.  (Because of accreditation requirements, students will not be eligible for entry to the BPharm and the Foundation for Medicine.)
	Subject Specialism/Module examples


	Degree Programme examples

	Physics/Media
	Media Technology

	Sociology/History
	Sociology

	Chemistry/Biology
	Chemistry

	Chemistry/Biology
	Pharmaceutical/Science

	Biology/Chemistry
	Earth Sciences

	History/Sociology
	History

	ICT/Maths
	Computing/CIS Design/E-Business


Course Structure Diagram

	
	TERM A

	Induction week

 5th – 9th September
	Orientation, induction, familiarisation, needs analysis

Enrolment and introduction to  Kingston University

	Weeks  2 – 12

12th September   -

9th December 2005
Note:  Week 7 (24th – 28th October)  is a

Reading Week


	

	Weeks 11 and 12

28th Nov & 9th Dec
	Assessment and Review



	
	End of Term




Course Structure Diagram 

	
	TERM   B

	Weeks  13 - 36

3rd January – 

30th June

Note: Week 19 (13th – 17th February) is a Reading Week 

Easter Vacation –

Monday 10th April – 21st April 2006

End of Term B

30th June 2006


	

	Weeks 19 & 20 & 33 & 34

Early May & Mid June
	Assessment periods

IELTS testing periods


Course Structure Diagram – Supporting Notes

1. The academic year is divided into 2 Terms. Term A, from September to December is typically 13weeks long and Term B, from January – June, 24 weeks

2. Weekly hours given in the Course Structure Diagram are contact hours. Additional time is allocated in each module, for independent guided learning. 

3. Provision is made in both the timetable and staffing provision for English language support for subject stream modules throughout the course but with particular emphasis in Term 1, in recognition of the students’ weaker language skills. The EAP team will work closely with academic subject lecturers to ensure students are adequately prepared and supported. The subject stream Blackboard sites will also be used to further enhance this provision.

4. * Please note that where students have achieved the particular objectives in the Core Maths module, the facility exists in WTC to provide an alternative programme which is in keeping with the needs of the students and the overall objectives of the Foundation Certificate programme.  Progress of students studying both the Core Mathematics and Foundation Mathematics modules will be monitored with a view to ensuring an appropriately balanced and stimulating programme. If necessary, course content can be provided in consultation with colleagues from Kingston University.
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS


N/A

G.     TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES
Teaching and learning methods reflect and support the course aims overall and those of the individual modules. Students will be exposed in English to a variety of teaching and learning strategies throughout the course with an emphasis on student centred learning. The adoption of the student centred approach is seen as important preparation for university study. A gradual emphasis on guided and self-directed study, supported by a strong tutorial programme is a feature of the course. Teaching and learning strategies will include whole class activities and small group activities. An important aim is to support the students in developing skills of independent study and research, critical to success at degree level. This developmental process will incorporate the following:
· Lectures will be used to introduce students to new concepts, underpinning knowledge and information; they will provide the basis for guided reading, independent study, and support the development of note taking and personal organisation.

· Seminars, both whole group and small group, will enable students to practice language skills, support the development of skills necessary for oral presentation and academic argument, to share learning, and examine  and extend ideas arising in other areas of the course

· Case Studies, simulations and role playing will be used to deepen understanding of particular subjects, provide a vehicle for language  development and cultural familiarisation, and encourage the skills of both collaborative learning and independent research

· Self-help Groups will be encouraged and supported, to strengthen group identity, build confidence and to share learning.

· Tutorials will be used to monitor progress, provide additional support and guidance and to encourage student participation, to target assistance with assignments and projects, and provide a forum for cultural familiarisation

· Electronic methods of teaching and tutoring will enable students to use `Blackboard` and become familiar with the Kingston University systems
H.     ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES
The strategy for assessment arises from the overall course philosophy, rationale, and aims, in addition to the learning outcomes of each module. A variety of assessment methods are used, reflecting the skills and knowledge being assessed, the requirements of particular modules, and the need for balance between continuous on course assessment, end of course examinations and the methods of demonstrating different key, and study skills.
· Continuous assessment is seen as necessary to encourage students to perceive  the course as developmental 

· Formative assessment is integral to the teaching and learning strategies used, with detailed feedback which is used as a focus for reflection in tutorial and study skill sessions, and as the basis for action planning

· Examinations are used to ensure that students are able to reproduce work under supervised conditions whilst coping with the demands of time restrictions

· The Research Project highlights the integration of differing elements of the course into a coherent whole
The principles of assessment are based on the Kingston University credit system. Assessment is an integral part of the learning process and every module comprises a set of learning outcomes against which specific assessment criteria are placed. This system allows students to gauge exactly what is required of them.

Details of the learning outcomes and assessment for each module are contained in the Module Directory
Table of Assessments
	Module Title
	No of Credits
	Major categories of Assessment

	English as a Foreign Language
	15
	Portfolio 50% Examinations 50%

	English for Academic Purposes
	30
	Portfolio 30% Oral Presentation 20% IELTS Test 50%

	Study Skills
	15
	Portfolio 100%

	Core Maths
	15
	Coursework 40% Examinations 60%

	Research Methods and Project
	15
	Project 100%

	Biology
	15
	Examination 60% Coursework 20% Practical 20%

	Physics
	15
	Examination 60% Coursework 20% Practical 20%

	Chemistry
	15
	Examination 60% Coursework 20% Practical 20%

	Media Advertising
	15
	Examinations 35% Coursework 65%

	Maths
	15
	Examination 60% Coursework 20% Practical 20%

	Sociology
	15
	Examination 50% Coursework 50%

	Psychology
	15
	Examinations 40% Coursework 60%

	History
	15
	Coursework 100%

	ICT
	15
	Coursework 50% Project 50%


I.     ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The course is open to non-EU international students who:
· Are at least 17 years old at the start of the course

· Have satisfactorily completed their senior secondary school education, benchmarked against NARIC equivalencies

· Have an appropriate school or college reference, indicating that the appropriate level of secondary education has been reached, and that the student is thought to have the qualities required to successfully complete an extended period of study oversees

· Hold an English language certificate, or test result equivalent to a minimum of IELTS (academic) band 5:0 or above
J.     CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The Foundation Certificate will provide students with a formal academic framework that will enable them to study at Kingston University degree level. Successful students will be guaranteed access to an undergraduate course of study at Kingston University. The successful completion of a Kingston University degree will improve their career prospects, equipping them with English skills and knowledge that can readily be applied in the employment market internationally 
Successful completion of the Foundation Certificate guarantees entry to Kingston University degree programmes. During the Foundation Certificate year, students will be encouraged and guided to proceed to a relevant degree programme at Kingston University. Guidance has been given under F as to the types of degrees they may take up

K.     INDICATORS OF QUALITY
· Both the  University  and West Thames College have  received excellent Quality Audit reports from the QAA audits 

· West Thames College has an excellent record for the delivery of HND`s, and Access to Higher Education courses, and has considerable experience with EFL students
L.     VARIANTS TO THE UMS/PCF
Students will sit an IELTS examination external to the university system. Re-sits will also be available in the IELTS after the examination board decisions.





































Programme of lectures, seminars, tutorials & workshops at Kingston University 





English Language Support for subject stream modules e.g. 





Reading Skills


Writing Skills


Grammar & Vocabulary


Tutorials














Core Maths *


15 credits  3hrs per week





Core Modules:


Study Skills   15 credits -3 hours per week


Research Methods & Project Module – 3 hours per week


Methods  15 credits





Subject Stream pathways- students select 2 x 15 credit modules from the following indicative list   - 3 hours per week per subject


Biology


Physics


Chemistry


Media Advertising


Foundation Maths


Sociology


Psychology


History 


ICT





Core Modules:


English Language Module  15 credits  3 hours a week


EAP Module 30 credits     6 hours per week








Programme of lectures, seminars + tutorials for the IRP module at Kingston University





English Language Support for subject stream modules e.g. 





Reading Skills


Writing Skills


Grammar & Vocabulary


Tutorials














Core Maths **


15 credits  3hrs per week





Core Modules:


Study Skills   15 credits -3 hours per week


Research Methods & Project Module – 3 hours per week


Methods  15 credits





Subject Stream pathways- students select 2 x 15 credit modules from the following indicative list   - 3 hours per week per subject


Biology


Physics


Chemistry


Media Advertising


Foundation Maths


Sociology


Psychology


History 


ICT





Core Modules:


English Language Module  15 credits  3 hours a week


EAP Module 30 credits     6 hours per week
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