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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD 

1. Title
The field is available in the following forms:

· BA (Hons) English Literature 

· BA (Hons) English Literature with X

· BA (Hons) English Literature and X

· BA (Hons) X with English Literature

· BA (Hons) X and English Literature 

where X is a second subject.  English Literature is available as a full field, half field, major and minor field of study.

2. Mode of Study
The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time

· Part-time

3. Features of the Field

The course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to study a wide range of English Literature from Chaucer to the present.  The course combines broad-based coverage with specialist options and opportunities for independent study. Core modules at every level ensure a framework of generic, historical and theoretical coverage, while a range of options allows students to focus their studies in particular areas of interest, especially during their final year when, among other options, they study a specific writer or topic intensively in depth.  The English staff are all research active and modules are thus devised and taught from areas of expertise.

Throughout the degree course there is a strong emphasis on developing skills in critical reading, analysis and argument, both orally and in writing.  The foundations are laid at Level One in two compulsory modules, which are designed specifically to enhance students’ critical and writing skills.  At Levels Two and Three, students work more independently, with supervision, to extend their research skills and to develop the capacity to produce more substantial, longer pieces of work.  The Field’s emphasis on the development of good writing is supported by the Academic Skills Centre, staffed in part by English Literature colleagues and postgraduate students.  Staff are also available during three published office hours a week for student consultation.  Assessed work at all levels includes specific feedback on writing skills, through the use of a marking pro-forma.  Examples of good work are made available to all students.

English Literature is situated in the School of Humanities, alongside subjects such as Creative Writing, Drama, Journalism, Film and Media and Cultural Studies.  There is fertile cross-communication between these fields, with a number of extra-curricular activities across the School, including lectures by visiting academics, readings by published and aspiring writers (including Writers in Residence such as Paul Bailey and Maggie Gee), dramatic performances and films.  There is an annual degree show. Visiting Professors in the Faculty also provide input into the field.  The study of English Literature at Kingston can thus be seen to take place within a lively intellectual community, in which students are encouraged to take active part.  There is a burgeoning postgraduate culture in the Field, and successful students may progress to Masters level courses, of which there are two in English Literature (MA: Issues in Twentieth Century Literature and MA: Popular Literatures) and one in Creative Writing. 

English Literature can be studied in combination with the following subjects:

Business

Creative Writing

Criminology

Drama 

English Language and Communication

Film Studies 

French (as a Minor only)

History 

History of Art, Design and Film

Human Rights 

Journalism

Media and Cultural Studies

Politics 

Sociology

Spanish (as a Minor only)

Television Studies

Students who wish to do so may, following consultation with the Field Leader, elect to study abroad for a semester, either in the United States at universities with which Kingston has a reciprocal arrangement, or in Europe, through the Erasmus scheme.

C. EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The main aims of the Half Field are to:

· provide the opportunity for students of a wide range of backgrounds, ages, education, work and life experiences to engage productively in the study of English Literature

· introduce students to the history and traditions of English literature, including a substantial number of authors and texts from different periods, and to specific literary movements, their social and intellectual contexts 
· provide a programme in which students can acquire knowledge and critical understanding of the distinctive character of texts written in the major literary genres and of critical and theoretical debates about the significance of literature and its place and value in cultural and social life
· expose students to a diverse selection of writers and kinds of writing, through the study of a range of literatures in English, including American and other Anglophone literatures
· license and nurture originality, encouraging students to engage with literature and ideas in a spirit of curiosity, critical receptiveness and creativity

· foster the capacity for critical thought and articulate expression, developing the ability to argue lucidly, using appropriate and precise critical terminology, both orally and in writing 

· promote the ability to work effectively with others, through seminar discussion and small-group work, and also the capacity to work independently in research and writing projects

· inculcate habits of self-motivation, effective time-management and students’ assumption of responsibility for their own work

· develop a range of skills desirable to employers, both general and specific, including:  

· advanced literacy and communication skills

· the capacity to analyse and critically examine diverse forms of discourse

· the ability to deal with substantial quantities of complex information in a structured and systematic way

· the capacity for independent thought 

· skills in critical reasoning

· creative and imaginative responsiveness

· research and bibliographic skills

· the capacity to function effectively in groups and to work independently

· competence in recognising and responding appropriately to the requirements of a task.

· time-management and organisational skills

· basic IT skills

Additional Aims of the Major Field are to:

· enable students to benefit more fully from the greater breadth of their programme of study and to acquire more detailed knowledge of the subject

· require students to develop a wider range of research skills 

· develop students’ ability to work independently

Additional aims of the Full Field are to: 

· extend students’ knowledge of a variety of literatures 

· develop students’ knowledge and understanding of  theoretical approaches

· enable students to develop their knowledge in  particular areas of interest through greater module choice 

D. LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.   Knowledge and Understanding

On successful completion of the Half Field, students will have a knowledge and understanding of
· a wide variety of literary texts and their contexts from the 16th century to the present 

· the distinguishing qualities of different genres and sub-genres and awareness of the historical, social and intellectual contexts of their development

· the detailed construction of various literary texts, the formal strategies employed and the effects achieved through figurative, linguistic and other elements 
· some of the current critical and theoretical debates involving literary texts and a range of theoretical perspectives 
· a particular writer or topic studied in depth
On successful completion of the Major Field, students will gain additional knowledge and understanding of
· the requirements of independent research

· a wider range of literature and critical approaches 

On successful completion of the Full Field, students will gain additional knowledge and understanding of
· a further range of literature, including Anglophone literatures from beyond the UK and US

· the history of critical issues

2.   Cognitive Skills

On completion of the Half Field, students will have developed their capacity to:

· comprehend complex and diverse textual material 

· analyse texts and identify key themes and issues 

· follow and assess arguments 

· critically appraise the value of claims and statements 

· structure a response to a claim or argument and develop an argument to new conclusions 

· engage in the critical application of conceptual knowledge to texts
· reflect on and evaluate their own academic development
On successful completion of the Major Field, students will have acquired additional skills in:

· evaluation of research through independent work

On successful completion of the Full Field, students will have acquired extended skills in:

· understanding and engaging in abstract theoretical debates 

3.   Practical Skills

On successful completion of the Half Field, students will have acquired skills in:

· critical analysis and evaluation of written and spoken material

· constructing an argument using primary and secondary material

· presenting an argument cogently in writing, with clarity and precision

· oral presentation

· time management and working to deadlines

· creative response to a writer or topic though a practical project

On successful completion of the Major Field, students will have acquired additional skills in:
· researching a topic and presenting that research effectively
· presentation of annotated bibliographic material
On successful completion of the Full Field, students will have acquired extended skills in:

· independent study

4. Key Skills

The Field offers opportunities for students to learn, practise, progress and to be assessed in the key skills listed below.

a. Communication Skills 

On successful completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· make effective contributions to group work and discussions

· make oral presentations

· select, extract and appropriately reference material from primary and secondary sources

· read and make use of appropriately referenced material from written and spoken sources

· construct a persuasive written argument 

· present well-edited work written with clarity and precision 

b. Information, Communication and Technology

On successful completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· use appropriate ICT to present text, data and images

· produce a complex document combining information from a variety of sources

· search for, retrieve and store information from ICT sources

· select appropriate on-line information and evaluate its quality, and to attribute material so selected

· use on-line communication systems to send and obtain information including the University’s learning management systems

c. Teamwork

On successful completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· interact effectively within a group 

· negotiate and manage relationships within a group working together

· review and evaluate individual and collective performance in critical activity

· identify ways of improving the performance of groups and their own contribution to groups

· exercise leadership skills where appropriate

d. Independent Learning

On successful completion of the field students will have acquired skills to:

· research  and handle information as the basis for further academic work and personal development
· monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic standards and personal development (with a view to career development)
E. FIELD STRUCTURE

The English Literature field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular Scheme.  Fields in the UMS are made up of modules, which are assigned to levels.  Levels are increasingly challenging as a student progresses through the field.  Each level is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases).  Typically, a student must complete 120 credits at each level.  Where the field culminates in an honours degree it is the higher levels that contribute to the classification of the degree.  Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level.  All students are provided with the UMS regulations. 

The duration of the English Literature programme is three years full time or six years part time.  The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks, to include examination period).  The programme has been designed to offer coherence and progression at each level and throughout the field.  Level One seeks to establish the skills necessary for reading and responding argumentatively and analytically to the three main literary genres: poetry, fiction and drama.  There is an emphasis on form, structure and the rhetoric of texts and on methods of critical reading and response, as well as giving attention to the specific characteristics of the genres and texts studied.  This introduction provides a sound basis of skills and understanding that is continued through more sophisticated study at Levels Two and Three.  

Level Two modules are designed to build upon students’ knowledge of genre from Level One and enhance their awareness of the significance of the social, historical, intellectual and cultural contexts in which literary texts are produced and with which they interact.  To this end students are required to take a year-long Critical Introduction module that provides an essential core to the study of English Literature while raising some specific theoretical questions.  Individual modules also feature contextual and problematising approaches.  Major and Full Field students are additionally required to take modules aimed specifically at developing and improving skills for independent research. 

Level Three sees a more intense focus on developing students’ awareness and understanding of critical and theoretical debates and improving their skills in critical analysis by informing their reading with a range of relevant theoretical perspectives.  Option modules feature a variety of theoretical and conceptual approaches.  For full-field students a specific theory module (History of Critical Issues) is compulsory; other students 

may take this module as an option.  The same applies to Critical Introduction to Other Literatures in English, which expands students’ field of study to include Anglophone literatures produced outside the UK and US.  At this level full-field, major and half-field students also take a Special Study (optional for Minor students).  This double-weighted module, which involves a substantial level of independent work, ensures that students have the experience of studying a single writer or topic in greater depth.

FIELD CONTENTS

LEVEL ONE

A Modules 

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EL 1118
	Reading Fiction
	    15 

	EL 1168
	Aspects of English I
	    15

	EL 1178
	Aspects of English II
	    15

	EL 1208
	Foundations of Poetry and Drama
	    15


B Modules

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EL 1218
	Drama and Poetry in Context
	    15 

	CW 1148
	Reading for Writers *
	    15

	HI 1118
	The Victorian World *
	    15

	FI 1128
	The Hollywood Cinema 1927-1997 *
	    15


Half-Field, Major and Minor students take all of Group A.  EL 1178 Aspects of English II may be replaced by a module from Kingston Language Scheme

Full-Field students take all of Group A and all of Group B. One of the modules marked * may be replaced by a module from the Kingston Language Scheme  

Students who complete 120 credits at Level One but decide to discontinue their studies at this point are eligible for a certificate of Higher Education  (CertHE)

LEVEL TWO

A Modules

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EL 2118
	Romantic Vision
	    15 

	EL 2128 
	Shakespeare 1: Order and Disorder
	    15

	EL 2148
	19th Century English Novel
	    15

	EL 2178
	Fiction and Social Change in the mid-20th  Century
	    15

	EL 2288
	American Poetry before 1930 
	    15

	EL 2468
	Renaissance Drama
	    15

	EL 2378
	19th Century American Fiction
	    15

	EL 2388
	Chaucer to Shakespeare
	    15

	EL 2448
	18th Century Literature: Satire and  Sensibility
	    15

	EL 2458
	Contemporary British and American Theatre
	    15

	EL 2008
	Extended Essay
	    15


A1 Modules
	EL 2508
	Independent Research and Study Skills


	   15


B Module 

	EL 2478
	Critical Introduction to English Literature 1580-1920
	  30


C Modules

	Any appropriate module at this level, subject to Field approval (free choice module)
	   15


Minor students take Module B, plus 15 credits from group A.
Half-field students take Module B, Group A1 plus 15 credits from group A.

Major students take Module B, Group A1 plus 2 other modules from group A, one of which one must cover a period before 1900.
Full-field students take Module B, group A1, 4 modules from Group A and one further module from Groups A or C.

Note: Not all A list modules will run in any one year.

Students who complete 120 credits at Level Two but decide to discontinue their studies at this point will be eligible for a Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE).

LEVEL THREE

A Modules 
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EL 3118
	Modernism: Experiments in Writing
	    15

	EL 3128
	Voices in 20th Century Poetry
	    15 

	EL 3168
	American Poetry since 1930
	    15 

	EL 3178
	Border Crossings: Social Spaces in the Age of Empire
	    15


	EL 3198
	Ethnicity in American Literature and Culture
	    15 

	EL 3208
	Fictions of Appetite in the late 20th Century
	    15 

	EL 3218
	Innovations in 20th Century Drama
	    15

	EL 3238
	Popular American Fictions
	    15

	EL 3368
	Children’s Literature
	    15

	EL 3378
	Shakespeare and Theory
	    15

	EL 3468
	Creative Writing and Theory
	    15

	EL 3568
	Contemporary British Fiction
	    15

	EL 3578
	Gothic Fiction
	    15

	EL 3008
	Dissertation
	    15


A1 Modules

	EL 3328
	Critical Introduction to Other Literatures in English
	    15

	EL 3338
	History of Critical Issues
	    15


B Module 

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EL 3038
	Special Study
	    30


C Modules

	Any appropriate module at this level, subject to Field approval
	   15


Minor students take 45 credits from Group A, A1, B or C

Half-field students take 2 modules from Group A or A1 and Module B

Major students take 1 module from Group A1, 2 modules from Group A and Module B

Full-field students take both modules from Group A1, 3 modules from Group A, Module B and 1 other module from Group A or C.

Note: Not all A list modules will run in any one year.

F. FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· The Quality Assurance Agency benchmark statement for English Literature is our main reference point and informs our thinking and planning in all aspects of the degree.

· The English Subject Centre at Royal Holloway is an additional useful point of reference, providing a variety of resources and activities.  These include conferences and reports; working papers, for example on structures and trends in the teaching of English Literature; the provision of various on-line resources and contacts; and a range of projects and initiatives relating to the subject.  Web reference: http://www.english.ltsn.ac.uk/resources/topic/creative.htm
· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

G. TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

Teaching and learning in this field is centred upon student interaction with written texts.   Reading is the core activity of English Literature.  In order to elucidate and develop this core the Field has designed a variety of teaching and learning experiences.  These include traditional formats for direct instruction and the dissemination of information, such as the lecture, and more dynamic seminar and small group activities for active learning, questioning, dialogue and debate.  Some of these are tutor-led and some make use of peer-assisted learning.  Written work is also considered a fundamental part of students’ learning experience and is used for formative as well as summative purposes.  In addition to the acquisition of subject knowledge and subject skills, the teaching and learning activities develop a range of transferable skills such as the capacity for independent thought and critical reasoning, ability to work individually or as part of a team, and time-management and organisational skills.

The Field’s teaching and learning strategies are based upon the idea of a coherent progression in student development across the years of their degree.  At Level One, which constitutes a general, incremental induction into the field, there is an emphasis on the acquisition of subject specific skills, especially through the two Aspects of English modules.  Two-hour lecture/workshop blocks allow for a pedagogically effective mixture, in which exposition is followed through in practical activities, with writing exercises, peer review and small-group work.  Further modules introduce students to the subject from generic perspectives, again using the lecture/workshop model.  As at higher levels, seminars provide a more intimate forum for activities such as close reading and the detailed exploration of texts, with student presentations and discussion. In addition the Field operates a formal Peer-Assisted Learning Scheme, in which successful Level Three students facilitate seminar groups, encouraging Level One students to take responsibility for their own learning and to develop critical writing and study skills.

As students move on from introductory level work, there is an increasing emphasis on independent learning. All Level Two half-field, major and full-field students take the module ‘Critical Introduction to English Literature 1580-1920’.  This is a lecture/workshop series, which provides the backbone to the substantial study of English literature and for which students must engage in significant independent study and research.  Full field and major students are also required to take the two Independent Research Skills modules (optional for half field students), for which they work alone under supervision to develop their research skills and improve their working practice.  In the option modules the emphasis on integrated lecture/workshops is continued from Level One, combining instruction with active learning, with the seminar again providing a smaller forum for discussion and debate of various kinds.

At Level Three, the emphasis on independent study is further consolidated with a move to the more traditional lecture/seminar format.  There are two further lecture series modules, both compulsory for full-field students, one only for major and half-field students.  The lecture/workshop and seminar format is replaced by lecture and seminar on option modules.  In addition, all half-field, major and full-field students are obliged to take a Special Study module, which requires 18 hours of private study per week, and culminates in a substantial piece of independent writing and a project.  The teaching and learning strategies at this level are intended to extend students’ conceptual and theoretical grasp, sharpen their knowledge of research methods and further develop their capacity for independent thought and writing.  

Throughout their degree studies, guidance is available for students through the provision of specific pre-set Office Hours, during which all members of the teaching staff are available for consultation with students (3 hours per week), as well as through module-based tutorial time.  Students are also encouraged to make use of the Faculty’s Academic Skills Centre for help with their writing at all levels.  In addition to the ASC the Field seeks to address the needs of students from non-traditional educational backgrounds who are in need of additional support through work programmes and taught revision sessions designed to improve student performance.

H. ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

The assessment strategies for the field are conceived as part of the learning process as well as being used to test students’ growing knowledge, understanding and skills through the three levels of the course.   The processes of drafting, critical self-evaluation, peer review and tutor feedback are emphasised from the beginning, and students are encouraged to see their assessed work as a major component of their learning experience.  Assessment guidelines for each level of the degree are published, as are criteria for individual assessments, and students are encouraged to work to these standards, which are used in the evaluation of their work.  

In practice, there is a range of assessment methods, tailored to the various learning outcomes of field and module.  Assessments across the field are designed to provide a variety of learning experiences, to evaluate a range of different skills and to encourage students to develop independence of mind.  At Level One learning outcomes are focused on the development of specific skills and abilities fundamental to the field, and assessment strategies reflect this.  Portfolios at this level include a variety of written exercises, critical commentaries, analyses and explications, reading logs, close readings and essays, providing both formative and summative assessment.  The importance of attendance and good seminar practice is explicitly recognised in EL 1118, Reading Fiction, which includes the submission of seminar notes as part of its portfolio.  Where more traditional essays are used, work may be subject to peer review and students required to submit drafts of their work along with the finished piece.  

Assessments strategies at Levels Two and Three build on the practices established in Level One, focusing on the essay as a central discursive form for students’ participation in informed written debate.  Other assessments extend and vary students’ learning experience and offer different means of evaluation.  These include formal examinations of various kinds, take-home tests, presentations and reports, bibliographic work, short and long essays and special projects.  Assessments throughout the course not only test the learning outcomes for individual modules but reflect those of the field as a whole.  Whether major, minor or half field, students successfully completing the course will have been assessed on their knowledge and skills through a varied range of assessments, which collectively require demonstration of the learning outcomes of the field. 

I. ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. The minimum entry qualifications for full field are:

280 points at A level or BTEC, including a minimum of two 6-unit awards at A level or equivalent, 100 points of which should be for English Literature or English Literature and Language at A2 (grade B). General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject, when one of three 6-unit awards.   

Or: equivalent qualifications and experience.  Applications from students on Access courses (with an English Literature component), applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.

The minimum entry qualifications for combinations are:
240 points at A level or BTEC (depending on chosen Field combination) including a minimum of two 6-unit awards at A level or equivalent, 80 points of which should be for English Literature or English Literature and Language at A2 (grade C).  General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject, when one of three 6-unit awards.

Or: equivalent qualifications and experience.  Applications from students on Access courses (with an English Literature component), applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.

For full field and combinations GCSE Mathematics and English Language and Literature grade A-C are preferred.

For combination with Spanish, 80 points at A level in Spanish or GCSE Spanish grade A/B.

2. Typical entry qualifications 
We expect typical entry qualifications to be between 240-300 A level points, with 80-120 points at A level in English Literature or Literature and Language and a demonstrable interest in English Literature.  

J. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The English Literature degree fosters a range of skills highly desirable to employers, such as high level communication skills, the capacity to deal effectively with substantial quantities of complex information, skills in analysis, critical and creative thinking, research skills, self-management and the capacity to work to deadlines, meticulousness in written presentation, the ability to work both independently and constructively with others.

Our graduates go into a variety of careers, including management, marketing, media, publishing, arts administration, leisure and tourism, IT and a variety of public service and therapeutic fields.  Some go on to take TEFL qualifications and a few go into law (via a conversion course).   A significant number of graduates go on to take postgraduate Masters courses or graduate teacher training.

K. INDICATORS OF QUALITY

English Literature at Kingston was subject to TQA Review in 1996, when the subject was rewarded with a rating of Excellent.  In the most recent Research Assessment Exercise, the English submission was awarded a 3A.  Academic staff in the field are internationally recognised through their research activity and publications, and indicators of esteem include scholarships and research awards, invitations to give lectures, numerous invitations to speak at conferences and requests to contribute to the work of other universities in the capacity of external examiners.

L. Approved Variants from the UMS/PCF

N/a
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