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SECTION A: NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution: 


Kingston University

Programme Accredited By: 

N/A

Final Awards: 



BA (Hons) Television and New Broadcasting Media

Intermediate Awards: 


CertHE Television, DipHE Television, BA

Field Title: 



Television and New Broadcasting Media 
FHEQ Level for Final Award: 

Honours

Credit Rating by Level: 

120 @ Level 4, 120 @ Level 5, 120 @ Level 6
JACS code: 



P311 Television Production, P300 Media Studies
QAA Benchmark: Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies (2007)
Minimum Registration Period: 
3 Years

Maximum Registration Period: 
9 Years

Faculty: 



Arts and Social Science

School: 



Performance and Screen Studies

Location: 



Penrhyn Road

Date Specification Produced: 
February 2007

SECTION B: FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1. Type of Field: 

The field is available in the following forms:

BA (Hons) Television and New Broadcasting Media with X

BA (Hons) Television and New Broadcasting Media and X

BA (Hons) X with Television and New Broadcasting Media 

Where X is a second subject. Television and New Broadcasting Media is available as a Major, Half and Minor field of study.

2. Mode of Study: 

The Field is offered in the following alternative patterns: 

- full‑time

- part‑time

3. Features of the Field:
In order to give students an experience which engages with the practices of the televisual industries alongside a critically and theoretically engaged study of Television and New Broadcasting Media there are three interrelated approaches which inform the teaching and learning across all levels of the programme: theory, criticism and practice. 
Theoretical Insights and Debates will inform students’ engagement with all Television and New Broadcasting Media. Modules will introduce a range of scholarly work around the production and consumption of television. Students will engage in debates about the power and role of the media, drawing upon theoretical approaches from the growing discipline of Television Studies supplemented by those of Cultural Studies, Media Studies, History, Sociology and Literature.  
Informed Criticism of Television and New Broadcasting Media industries and texts will be encouraged by developing students’ awareness of the significance of cultural context and historical precedent.  Students will be facilitated in engaging in debates about the future of televisual industries in relation to convergence and globalisation by informed understanding of the history of the broadcasting from Reith to the Digital Age.

The Practice of Television and New Broadcasting Media will be a focus in all modules. While some modules will provide an introduction to a range of production skills and approaches, others will provide a thorough grounding in the practices and working of these industries in the contemporary economic climate. An understanding of the changes and continuities of the practices of the televisual industries will supplemented by extra-curricular activates such as talks by Television professionals, visits, trips, and participation in Royal Television Society events.

Television and New Broadcasting Media is offered as a Major, Half or Minor field and can be studied in combination with the following subjects:

Applied Economics

Creative Writing

English Language and Communication

English Literature

Film

French (minor)

History

History of Art, Design and Film

Human Rights

Media and Cultural Studies

Media Technology 

Politics

Psychology

Sociology

Spanish (minor)

Students who wish to do so may elect to study abroad for a semester, either in the United States, at universities with which Kingston has a reciprocal arrangement, or in Europe, through the Erasmus scheme.

SECTION C: EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The main aims of the Television and New Broadcasting Media field are to:
· Provide the opportunity for students from diverse backgrounds to study the production and consumption of Television and New Broadcasting Media. 

· Enable students to develop a critical and analytical approach to Television and New Broadcasting Media texts and an awareness of the inter-relationship between texts and the wider cultural context in which they were produced. 

· Introduce students to skills and practices of the televisual and broadcasting  industries to provide a foundation for further training, study or career development.

· Provide students with an opportunity to engage in critical debates about contemporary Television and New Broadcasting Media informed by an awareness of their historical development. 

· Provide students with a field of study in which theory, criticism and practice are inter-woven in order for them to develop a range of skills necessary for further study or graduate jobs; with particular emphasis on oral, visual and written communication skills and  team-working, negotiation  and inter-personal skills.

In addition the aims for Half Field are to:

· Facilitate students to fulfil the above aims in greater depth and with greater breadth.

· Provide students with the opportunity to further develop their production skills. 

· Offer students the prospect of undertaking a work placement module at Level 5. 

· Ensure that students carry out a more in depth practical or analytical project at Level Six involving semi-autonomous learning.

In addition the aim of the Major Field is to: 

· Make available a wider range of optional areas of study for students.

SECTION D: LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the Field, all students will have a sound knowledge and understanding of debates in relation to:
· The impact of cultural and institutional contexts on the production and consumption of Television and New Broadcasting Media. 

· The role and impact of Television and New Broadcasting Media in contemporary culture. 

· The languages of Television New Broadcasting Media and how they convey meaning.

· Theoretical approaches to the analysis and interpretation of Television and New Broadcasting Media

· Genres, sub-genres and hybrid Television and New Broadcasting Media forms 

· The historical development of Television and New Broadcasting Media from their origins in the inter-war period to the digital, convergent and globalisation era

Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On completion of the Field, all students will have developed their capacity to:

· Critically evaluate Television and  New Broadcasting  Media texts 

· Apply concepts and theoretical models to the analysis of the Television and New Media industries, products, audiences and industries 

· Take a reflective and critical approach to evaluate Television and New Broadcasting Media products and practices
Practical Skills 
In addition on completion of the Field all half and Major Field students will have practical skills and competencies in:

· Preproduction: planning, writing, researching, scheduling and pitching 

· Production techniques for television and radio programme-making including new media, digital video and internet formats and channels

· Post-production: cutting, editing and evaluating programmes, and presentation and exhibition screenings.

Key Skills

The field offers opportunities for students to learn, practice, progress and to be assessed in the key skills listed below, which are developed through teaching, learning and assessment as appropriate.

Communication Skills
Communication is key to the study and practice of Television and New Broadcasting Media. Therefore, on completion of the field, all students will have acquired skills to:

· Structure and communicate ideas effectively, orally, and  in writing 

· Engage effectively in debate 

· Respond in a critical and engaged way to television, radio and new media  communications 

· Make clear, relevant contributions in group discussions

· Communicate across, and to, diverse audiences and contexts

· Make an effective multi-media presentation

Information, Communication and Technology (ICT)

On completion of the field, all students will have acquired skills to:

· Use appropriate ICT to present text, data and images

· Use online communication systems to obtain information, to facilitate group communication and to form links with other communities and organisations

· Produce a complex document combining and integrating different types of information in a variety of forms and from a variety of sources

· Search for, retrieve, store and manipulate information from ICT sources

· Select appropriate online information and evaluate its quality

Teamwork

Teamwork is key to many areas of the production and working practices of Television and New Broadcasting Media. It will be introduced at Level 4, especially in the practical module TV1138 Live and Direct, and further developed within Level 5 core modules. 

On completion of the field, all students will have acquired skills to:

· Communicate effectively within a group

· Negotiate within groups even in situations of group conflict

· Establish group planning and monitoring processes

· Begin to exercise leadership where appropriate

Independent Learning 

On completion of the field, all students will have acquired skills to:

· Prioritise and manage their time effectively

· Engage in reflective approach to theory, criticism and practical work
· Monitor, review and reflect upon their own progress 
· Select, extract and synthesise material form a range of sources 

Key Skills – Half and Major Field Students.  

In addition to the previously mentioned key skills, the dedicated practical modules and in-depth Advanced Independent Research module at Level 6 will ensure Half and Major Field students further learn, practice and are assessed in the following areas of key skills as listed below. 

Communications Skills 

On completion of the field, Half and Major Field students will have acquired skills to:

· Communicate ideas through televisual media where appropriate 

· Structure and communicate ideas effectively using visual means 

IT 

On completion of the field, Half and Major Field students will have acquired skills to: 

· Edit internet, audio and video material 

· Use appropriate specialist software 

Team Work 

On completion of the field, Half and Major Field students will have acquired skills to:

· Explore strategies to enhance performance of production based team projects

Independent Learning 

On completion of the field, Half and Major Field students will have acquired skills to:

· Undertake an in-depth and semi-autonomous  project

· Construct and monitor timetables for their own work

· Verbally explain, defend and interrogate their own work in a reflective fashion

SECTION E: FIELD STRUCTURE 
The Television and New Broadcasting Media Studies field is part of the University's Undergraduate Modular Scheme (UMS). Fields in the UMS are made up of modules which are assigned to Levels. There are three Levels that are progressively more challenging in terms of their aims, objectives and learning outcomes as students progress through the field. Each Level contributes to a programme of study that is normally made up of eight modules each worth fifteen credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases). Typically a student must complete 120 credits at each Level.

A programme of study including the Television and New Broadcasting Media field culminates in an honours degree and it is the higher Levels (that is, Levels two and three) that contribute to the classification of the degree. Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of A level. Students who complete 120 credits at Level Four but decide to discontinue their studies at that point are eligible for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education. Students who complete 120 credits at Level Five but decide to discontinue are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education. All students will be provided with the UMS regulations. Specific variations to the UMS that are required for professional accreditation are outlined in section L and will be provided in detail for students in field handbooks.

The curriculum as a whole is geared towards students interrogating the changing world of broadcasting, and in particular television, in the new era of convergent technology, globalization and de-regulation.  The degree programme integrates theory, criticism and practice to provide students with a good basis from which to pursue a range of career options within the televisual industries, to progress to further study, or to apply for a variety of graduate jobs which do not specify a particular degree subject as a pre-requisite. Thus, the curriculum is intended to provide students with a firm foundation of subject knowledge and skills in their first year upon which they can develop their expertise, interests and skills through their study at Level 5 and 6. 
All students at Level 4 study the same core modules, to provide an insight into the historical development and practices of Television and New Broadcasting Media production and introduce them to the range of approaches for the criticism and analysis of broadcast texts. Key concepts are introduced during these early modules: for example, TV Times explores issues of production and On the Box focuses on textual analysis. Audience will be introduced in the Level 5 module Understanding iTV.
Both first semester modules at Level 4 place a high level of emphasis on the acquisition of skills necessary to undertake undergraduate study of Television and New Broadcasting Media.  Watch Carefully: Close Readings of Television has been allocated as the specific study skills module. 

By the end of Level 4, students will have developed the key skills of both constructing and analysing broadcasting and television texts, with appropriate reference to industrial practices and cultural context. In terms of both practice and theory, they will understand the visual and verbal  languages used to convey meaning in television and  radio texts, and will have displayed a critical  awareness of and engagement with debates about the role of television. They will understand the history and evolution of television and broadcasting, from the Reithian inter-war period to the current era of digital, convergent and globalised media, and will have developed a range of study skills necessary for undergraduate work.
At Level 5, core modules initially develop students’ knowledge of the contemporary, changing and inter-related nature of Television and New Broadcasting Media, and introduce them to debates about audience, scheduling, genre and hybridity. Students may exercise a growing degree of choice and responsibility both within modules and in their choice of modules.
Optional modules build upon the themes of the core modules, developing the Level 5 focus on genre studies and offering students the opportunity to develop script-writing skills, whilst also allowing them to explore the interrelationship between radio and TV.  
To help students to make informed choices about future careers, training or study in their final year, all students will develop research and presentation skills, while Half and Major Field students may undertake work experience. 

On completion of Level 5, students will have an awareness of the convergent, globalised and digital context of contemporary Television and New Broadcasting Media production and consumption. They will be aware of the role of a range of new media  in shaping audiences’ responses to texts; they will understand theoretical debates about genre, hybridity, audience and scheduling, and how these factors influence practice. 

Level 5 students will have developed independent research skills and communication skills such that they can undertake multi-media presentations and write a structured, coherent and sustained piece of work. Finally, they will have enough awareness and knowledge of the Television and New Broadcasting Media industries to begin to plan their own career development.
In addition, Half and Major Field students will show an integration of criticism, theory and practice in the production – and the evaluation – of their own media texts.
The final year is intended to enable students to exercise some choice and focus in what and how they study.  Half and Major Field students will undertake a extended written or practical project, taking a greater and responsibility for their own learning in preparation for employment. A range of optional modules at Level 6 focuses on areas across Television and New Broadcasting Media, stressing the focus on cross-platform convergence, whilst offering further opportunities to undertake a practical element as part of the assessment. 

Options and Major, Half and Minor Field Pathways 

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	TV1128
	On the Box
	15

	TV1118
	TV Times
	15

	TV1138
	Live and Direct
	15

	TV1168
	Watch Carefully
	15


Major, Half and Minor students:  The first three modules plus either TV1168 or a module from the Kingston Language Scheme.

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	Group A
	
	

	TV2228
	Press the Red Button
	15

	TV2238
	Investigating Television
	15

	TV2128
	Streaming the Media
	15

	Group B
	
	

	TV2178
	Watching the Detectives
	15

	TV2208
	What’s So Funny?
	15

	DA2198
	Heard Not Seen
	15

	TV2188
	Serials and Soaps
	15


Major Field:
All of Group A plus two others from Group B
Half Field:
All of Group A plus one other from Group B

Minor Field:
TV2228 and TV2238 plus one other from Group B
	Module Code
	Title
	Credits

	Group A
	
	

	TV3018
	Advanced Independent Research
	15

	TV3118
	Web TV
	15

	Group B
	
	

	TV3168
	Days of Hope
	15

	TV3218
	We Are The Champions
	15

	TV3138
	Big Ideas for the Small Screen
	15

	TV3208
	Censored
	15

	TV3178
	Advertising, Lifestyle and Consumption
	15


Major Field:
All of Group A plus three others from Group B 
Half Field:      One module from Group A, plus three from Group B 
Minor Field:   Three modules from Group B 
SECTION F: FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

1. The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications framework for Higher Education. 

2. Procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.  

SECTION G: TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

The study of Television and New Broadcasting Media is both stimulating and intellectually demanding. To help students from a wide range of backgrounds to engage with theoretical and critical approaches, these are introduced at Level 4 via the study of specific televisual texts and case studies. Students will explore key concepts such as the relationship between producer, text and audience, and between text and cultural context. 

At Level 4, and in particular in the first semester, special attention will be given to developing  the skills necessary for undergraduate study including academic writing, referencing, critical reading, web and library based research, selecting and evaluating material from a range of sources, discussion, debate, critical and active viewing of televisual texts. 

From Level 5 there is stronger emphasis on research, presentation skills and use of independent initiative, with students given a higher degree of choice of areas to focus on for assessment and, in some modules, a choice from different types of assessment. All students throughout their degree are strongly encouraged to make use of the Faculty’s Academic Skills Centre.
The Field will employ a range of teaching and learning methods encompassing lectures, seminar discussions, workshops, tutorials, student-directed reading and research, viewing and investigative activities. The teaching, learning and assessment are selected to facilitate students’ development as independent learners and to meet the specific outcomes of the degree.  As the ability to work independently, alongside verbal and written communication skills, is key to graduate employability in the televisual industry, there is, in many modules, a strong focus on active learning and the use of workshops rather than a traditional lecture and seminar format for teaching.  

At Level 4, students will undertake informal verbal presentations. Level 5 introduces assessed group presentations, while for Joint honours students, individual presentations may be expected in many modules at Level 6. In both practical modules and Level 5 core theoretical modules, group working skills will be foregrounded.

As group-work and teamwork are an important element of many modules – and because so many students have an ambition to work in the televisual industries where reliability is of prime importance – a high level of attendance is required on all modules. 
Throughout their degree, students are expected to undertake substantial independent study. This may, for example, involve reading, viewing or researching.  Initially at Level 4 this independent work will be tutor-directed, with students steadily taking more initiative over the duration of their course. Thus both over the degree as a whole, and within specific modules, students will be encouraged to take a growing responsibility for their learning and exercise a growing degree of autonomy – the final year linked modules which involve either a practical or theoretical independent project for Joint and Major Field students is a key element in this, and in preparing them for the world of work or further study.

Independent work is not supposed to be isolated work, and students are supported through a range of both formal and informal methods including the provision of module booklets, the use of the virtual learning environment Blackboard, email, and face to face contact.  Feedback and advice are provided for students both through the seminar tutor / academic advice systems.

SECTION H: ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment has been designed both to steadily develop and test knowledge and skills. A range of assessments are utilised including essays, practical productions, textual analysis, take-away papers, seminar presentations, extended essays, logs and portfolios of work. They have been selected to facilitate students’ progression and confidence, using for example portfolios of work in semester one, some presentations at Level 5 and more independent work in Web TV or Advanced Independent Research at Level 6 for Joint and Major Field students. 

Students will receive feedback on their progress both informally and formally, during modules and at the end of modules. This takes the form of written or verbal commentary on drafts or presentations of initial ideas. Feedback may take the form of individual tutorials, group feedback or assistance from the academic skills centre. On completion of work students are encouraged to complete a self-evaluation, and will receive written feedback and marks on the standard field feedback form. Assessment criteria are provided in module booklets and with University-wide grade criteria available on Blackboard from the start of modules.  

Level 4 

	 
	TV Times
	Watch Carefully
	Live and Direct
	On The Box

	Essay 
	
	 
	*
	*

	Group Presentation
	
	
	 
	

	Group project
	 
	
	*
	 

	Take-away paper
	 
	 
	
	* 

	Practical Project
	
	 
	*
	 

	Portfolio of work
	*
	*
	 
	


Level 5
	 
	Understanding iTV
	Streaming the Media
	Investigating TV
	Options

	Essay or critical log
	*
	* 
	
	

	Group Presentation
	*
	
	 
	

	Group project
	 
	            *
	
	 

	Practical Project
	
	* 
	
	 

	Portfolio of work
	
	
	 *
	*


Level 6
	 
	Web TV
	Advanced Independent Research
	Options

	Essay
	
	* 
	

	Group Presentation
	
	
	

	Group project
	 
	
	 

	Examination
	 
	 
	 

	Practical Project
	*
	 
	 

	Portfolio of work
	
	
	*


 SECTION I: ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS
The minimum entry requirements will usually be 220 points from at least 2 six unit awards at A level or equivalent. However, students’ attitude, interest and ability to benefit from the course will be valued above specific grades.  Applications from students on BTEC or Access courses, applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.
Typical entry qualifications are the A-level points detailed above coupled with an interest in, and enthusiasm for, television and broadcasting media.

SECTION J: CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Completion of a degree in Television and New Broadcasting Media will equip students with the critical and analytical capabilities and written, visual and oral communication skills relevant to a wide range of graduate employment and to meet the demands of employers for flexible and transferable skills.

Graduates will be particularly fitted for work in the televisual, cultural and communications industries and will be encouraged to think laterally and critically about both the range of job opportunities that such industries offer and the possibilities offered by further training or study. 

Furthermore, in a media–saturated society where television remains the dominant, students will be able to utilize their critical understanding of televisual industries and cultures. This applies to a wide range of workplaces which, though unrelated directly to Television and New Broadcasting Media, are necessarily influenced by them. 

SECTION K: INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through External Examiners’ moderation and reports, module logs and the standard Module Evaluation Questionnaires for student feedback.
Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through annual course monitoring through subject/field logs, faculty course review and quality assurance, periodic field review and internal auditing.
The degree programme at Levels 4 and 5 (2005-2007) was assessed by the External Examiner as of a high standard and consistent with other institutions in the demands placed on students and the work produced.
SECTION L:
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

Not applicable.

1

