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Humanities            

Location(s): 



Penrhyn Road 

B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD 

· Title
The field is available in the following forms:

· BA (Hons) English Language and Communication

· BA (Hons) English Language and Communication with X

· BA (Hons) English language and Communication and X

· BA (Hons) X with English Language and Communication

· BA (Hons) X and English Language and Communication

where X is a second subject.  English language and Communication is available as a half field, major and minor field of study.

· Modes of Delivery
The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time

· Part-time

· Features of the Field

English Language and Communication at Kingston is an ‘applied’ course, which focuses on the way that English as a language works in the real world – in everyday interaction in different contexts, within and across discourse and cultural communities.   The course aims to develop students’ ability to analyse problems of language in communication in the modern world.  The focus is mainly on linguistic communication, with theoretical underpinnings drawn for the most part from linguistics.   

The course is designed to provide opportunities at all levels for students to design and carry out their own research and investigations into the way that English is used as a tool of communication.    Core modules at Levels 1 and 2 place emphasis on research principles, and the collection and analysis of data to support hypotheses and research aims.    Through considering their own findings and observations, students are encouraged to reflect not only on language as a system of communication, but also to identify and account for real and potential communication differences and breakdown.   

Bearing in mind that most students will go on to use their skills in business, the importance of ensuring that they have genuinely transferable problem-solving, writing and oral skills remains central to the programme as a whole.  The field is, therefore, enhanced by opportunities to relate theory to practice in a professional context.  The modules Communicating at Work and Professional Communication Skills, for example, require students to apply their knowledge and skills to a problem of communication in the workplace, and/or to gain experience of working professionally.    

English Language and Communication can be studied in combination with the following subjects:

Applied  Economics

Business

Creative Writing

Criminology

Drama 

English Literature

Film Studies

French (Minor)

History of Art, Architecture and Design

History of Ideas 

Journalism

Politics 

Psychology

Sociology

Spanish (Minor)

TV Studies

Students who wish to do so may, following consultation with the Field Leader, elect to study abroad for a semester, either in the United States at Universities with which Kingston has a reciprocal arrangement, or in Europe, through the Erasmus scheme. 

C. EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The general aims of the field are to enable students with a wide variety of abilities and backgrounds to develop the skills and knowledge needed to:

· understand how  language works as a system

· understand the systems of meaning in communication


· explore the complex relationships between language, discourse and society

· investigate the relationships between language and culture

· develop their intercultural awareness and understanding

· understand major theories of first and second language acquisition and  relate this knowledge to questions of language teaching



· specialise, if desired, in one of the three strands running through the course: Sociolinguistics, Intercultural Communication, Language Learning and Teaching

In addition to these field-specific aims, the general aims are to:

· provide a supportive environment in which students are encouraged to think critically and  take increasing responsibility for  their learning and intellectual development


· provide students with a range of personal and transferable skills which will equip them for their future life and employment


There is a quantitative rather than qualitative difference between what is offered to Full, Major, Half and Minor Field students. Full and Major students may benefit from fuller breadth and depth of their programme and greater immersion in the discipline than Half and Minor Field students. Students who choose the Minor Field receive a solid grounding in core analytical concepts in linguistics, underpinned by study and  research  skills development. Those taking the Half, Major and Full Field options have increased opportunities to deepen their knowledge and understanding of areas of particular interest to them within the three core strands of the programme, together with the opportunity to develop a wider range of research and practical skills. 

D. LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.   Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the field, students will have knowledge and understanding of:

· analytical concepts and methods of enquiry appropriate to the three core areas of the programme: Sociolinguistics, Intercultural Communication, Language Learning and Teaching

· the need for a systematic approach to linguistic phenomena and how theory helps to organise understanding

· the relevance of theories and research in other cognate disciplines

· the basic techniques for collecting linguistic data, including the creation and exploitation of databases,  elicitation tasks, introspection, transcription, experiments and questionnaires

· ethical issues involved in the collection and use of data from informants

· technical issues involved in the collection of reliable data

· the basic techniques for data analysis, including the use of statistics

· the reasons for, and the criteria for evaluating, alternative analyses of a given set of data

· the presentation of linguistic data and analyses by means of graphs, tables, matrices and other diagrams

2.   Cognitive Skills

On completion of the field, students will have developed their ability (within the three core areas of Sociolinguistics, Intercultural Communication and Language Learning and Teaching) to:

· demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between data and theory, in particular the central role of hypotheses and the testing of hypotheses and to exploit the understanding in the analysis of data;

· demonstrate an understanding of issues and problems and to determine and collect the type of data relevant to their collection;

· follow and develop coherent arguments, recognise and give a critique of flaws in arguments;

· cite evidence appropriately and seek out and deploy relevant data for the solution of analytical problems;

· demonstrate an understanding, and engage in critical discussion of, the relationship between social, educational and cultural issues  in the analysis of spoken and written text, the analysis of sentences and clauses, the analysis of vocabulary, the study of standard and non-standard language and the process of standardisation, the analysis of spoken interaction and the investigation of literary practices.

· demonstrate a critical understanding of their own communicative practices, and those that differ from their own.
3.   Practical Skills

On completion of the field, students will be able to:

· with minimum supervision, plan, design and execute a piece of research  or an inquiry, either as a member of a group or independently;
· engage in scholarly debate, effectively to communicate ideas about language in writing or by oral presentation using appropriate aids, and on the basis of advanced literacy skills independently to create complex written documents as required by industry and commerce, the public services and the world of education;
· search out information from a variety of sources and produce a succinct, coherent and persuasive  synthesis with appropriate acknowledgements and lists of sources;
· present a focused, directed and clear discussion based on information collected from various sources and synthesised into a coherent and cohesive whole;
· use IT skills to  communicate by email, find and lodge information on the Internet, effectively to search electronic databases and store the results, to produce well-organised electronic documents;
· independently interpret, evaluate and exploit information presented in the form of diagrams, tables and graphs and to write competent reports on the information;
· independently undertake successful self-directed study and learning, with appropriate time management.
· Key Skills (as outlined in Kingston University’s Key Skills Framework)
a. Communication Skills 

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· make effective contributions to group work and discussions

· make an oral presentation on a complex topic

· select and extract material from primary and secondary sources

· read and make use of material from written and spoken sources

· communicate effectively and fluently in writing, as appropriate for particular audiences and purposes

b. Information, Communication and Technology

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· use appropriate ICT to present text, data and images

· produce a complex document combining information from a variety of sources

· search for, retrieve and store information from ICT sources

· select appropriate on-line information and evaluate its quality

· use on-line communication systems to send and obtain information including the University’s learning management systems.

c. Teamwork

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· Work with others to achieve common goals

· Establish and maintain co-operative working relationships, exchange feedback and agree ways to resolve difficulties

· Review group progress, evaluate individual and collective performance

· Identify ways of further developing skills in working with others

d. Independent Learning

On completion of the field students will have:

· Developed self-awareness and the ability to monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic and personal development (including career development)

· Developed research and information handling skills as the basis for further academic work and personal development
E.  FIELD STRUCTURE
The English Language and Communication field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular Scheme.  Fields in the UMS are made up of modules, which are assigned to levels.  Levels are increasingly challenging as a student progresses through the field.  Each level is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases).  Typically, a student must complete 120 credits at each level.  Where the field culminates in an honours degree it is the higher levels that contribute to the classification of the degree.  Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level.  All students are provided with the UMS regulations. 

The duration of the English Language and Communication programme is three years full time or six years part time.  The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks, to include examination period).  The programme has been designed to offer coherence and progression at each level and throughout the field. 

At level 1 students are provided with a broad understanding of  language and communication as an academic field of study and research, underpinned by an emphasis on study, written communication and presentation skills.  This introduction to theory , methods and key skills is designed to provide students with a  firm foundation of knowledge and skills that will be built upon and applied through the more specialised modules at higher levels. 

At level 2  there is a more detailed and critical examination of  major issues and concepts in Sociolinguistics and Language and Culture.  Students are required to work more independently and to develop their research skills and knowledge.   In addition, option modules provide students with the opportunity to widen and deepen their knowledge in such areas as : Workplace Communication, First Language Acquisition, Language Teaching Methodology, Forensic Linguistics, Global English, European Identities and a Modern Foreign Language.

Level 3 sees a wider range of more specialist modules from which students may choose according to their particular interests. Options include: Second Language Acquisition, Discourse Analysis, Language and Gender, Semantics, Pragmatics,  Stylistics, and a Modern Foreign Language. An option in Professional Skills  builds on cognitive, practical and interpersonal skills development embedded in modules at levels 1 and 2. In addition, students have the opportunity to refine their advanced research skills which may be linked to a piece of independent research within one of their options choices, and which will form the basis of a major independent research project for those who proceed to the Dissertation. 

FIELD CONTENTS

LEVEL 1

A Modules

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EN1198
	Introduction to Intercultural Communication
	    15 

	EN 1178
	English in Action
	    15

	EN 1138
	Analysing English
	    15

	EN1188
	Systems of Language
	    15

	KLS
	KLS module
	    15

	B Modules
	
	

	CW1118
	Creative Writing: Experiments in Form
	    15 

	JO1138
	Print Journalism
	    15 

	FI1118
	Film Studies: Concepts and Perspectives
	    15 


Full Field students take all modules in A and B.

Major Field students take all modules in A

Half Field students take the first 3 modules in A plus either  EN1188 or one KLS module

Minor field students take the first 3 modules in A.

Students who complete 120 credits at level 1 but decide to discontinue their studies at this point are eligible for a certificate of Higher Education  (CertHE)

LEVEL 2

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EN2118
	Introduction to Language Acquisition
	15

	EN2188
	Sociolinguistics
	15

	EN2168
	Independent Research Skills 1
	15

	EN2148
	Language and Culture
	15

	EN2138
	Language Teaching Methodology
	15

	EN2218
	Global English
	15

	EN 2208
	Communicating at Work
	15

	EN2228 
	Analysing Talk
	15

	EN2198
	Introduction to Forensic Linguistics
	15

	LG2158
	European Identities
	15

	LG2118
	Contemporary European Cinema from 1970
	15

	KLS
	KLS module 1
	15

	KLS
	KLS module 2
	15


Full Field students take the first 3  modules and any 5 other modules (to include at least 3 EN modules listed)

Major field students take the first 3  modules and any 2 others (to include at least 1 EN module listed)

Half Field students take the first 3 modules and 1 other

Minor field students take the first 3 modules only

Students who complete 120 credits at level 2 but decide to discontinue their studies at this point will be eligible for a Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE).

LEVEL 3

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EN3128
	Second Language Acquisition
	    15

	EN3318
	Special Study: Language as Discourse
	    30

	EN3158
	Semantics
	    15

	EN3168
	Pragmatics
	    15

	EN3198
	Language and Gender
	    15

	EN3208
	Stylistics
	    15

	LG3158
	Professional Skills for Linguists
	    15

	KLS
	Kingston Language Scheme module 1 (Level 3)
	    15

	KLS
	KLS module 2 (Level 3)
	    15

	EN3088
	Dissertation
	    30

	EN3308
	Special Study Modules
	    30

	LG3128
	Confrontations with War
	    15

	LG3148
	Spanish Cinema of the Transition
	    15


Full Field students take one 30 credit module and six other modules
Major Field students take one 30 credit module and three other modules
Half Field students take one Special Study and two other modules
Minor field students take three 15 credit EN modules 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION

FIELD STRUCTURE DIAGRAM
This structure applies to both full-time and part-time students.  Full-time students will complete each level in one academic year.  Part-time students will normally complete each level over two academic years.  All modules are weighted at 15 credits.

1.
Requirements for a full field
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	EN1198
	EN1178
	EN1138
	EN2148
	EN2188
	EN2168
	8 modules from the list

	EN1188
	CW1118
	JO1138
	Plus 5 options from List B


	

	FI1118
	KLS
	
	


2.
Requirements for a major
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	EN1198
	EN1178
	EN1138
	EN2148
	EN2188
	EN2168
	5 modules from the list

	EN1188
	KLS
	Plus 2 options from List B
	

	Plus 3 modules from second field
	Plus 3 modules from second field
	Plus 3 modules from second field


3.
Requirements for a half field
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	EN1198
	EN1178
	EN1138
	EN2148
	EN2188
	EN2168
	4 modules from the list

	Plus EN1188 or KLS
	Plus 1 options from List B
	

	Plus 4 modules from second field
	Plus 4 modules from second field
	Plus 4 modules from second field


4.
Requirements for a minor
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	EN1198
	EN1178
	EN1138
	EN2148
	EN2188
	EN2168
	3 modules from the list

	Plus 5 modules from second field
	Plus 5 modules from second field
	Plus 5 modules from second field


F. FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· The benchmark statement for Linguistics  has informed the thinking behind Kingston’s English Language and Communication programme.  More specifically, Sections 3.2 and 3.3 on subject-specific and generic and graduate skills has provided useful guidance and endorsement.  In addition, the benchmark statements for Languages and for Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies have been consulted.

· The  Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies  at Southampton is a key point of reference, providing a variety of relevant resources.  These include conferences and reports; research papers, a materials bank for teaching staff, a good practice guide, the provision of various on-line resources and contacts; and a range of projects and initiatives relating to the subject.  Web reference: http://www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk
· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

The Field, in accordance with the University, is SENDA compliant. The Field is also, in line with University policy, moving towards the introduction of Personal Development Plans.

G. TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The design of the learning and teaching experience for students is based upon the overarching aim to create a sense of engagement with an academic community committed to the understanding of what language is and how it works in actual use. A core element in the structuring of this experience is the building of a knowledge base of the structure and use of one language, English, within the wider context of communicative practices in different speech communities. This knowledge base is achieved through learning and teaching strategies designed to :

· Stimulate and support students in real life applications of theory

· Promote a deep approach to learning and engagement with the course

· Develop independent learning skills

The first year experience is seen as particularly important in terms of providing a strong study skills basis through the Introduction to Intercultural Communication module (LG1128). This module has an embedded skills agenda and is delivered in weekly seminars and lectures managed by academic advisers drawn from the field teaching team. Additional support through a system of referrals is provided by the Academic Skills Centre, as well as group and individual tutorials to review progress.

At level 1, one or two-hour lecture/workshop blocks allow for a pedagogically effective mixture, in which exposition is followed through in practical work, with short exercises involving the analysis of authentic data, personal responses to a problem or issue,  or discussion of mini case studies. Seminars provide a more intimate forum for activities which  provide a mutually supportive learning environment through  the promotion of active participation in discussion, group oral presentations based on individual research , and formative feedback from the tutor and by peers. 

As students move on from introductory level work, there is an increasing emphasis on  independent learning and research; all level 2 students  take a  module in Independent Research Skills, delivered in a series of  workshops, supported by Blackboard based activities and exercises. At this level, teaching strategies aim to help  students progress from a basic descriptive understanding to an appreciation of the problems of the application of knowledge in real life contexts. Interactive lectures and workshops encourage the development of critical listening, reading and self-reflection. Student-led seminars supported by the interactive facilities offered by Blackboard are designed to encourage and further facilitate effective teamworking and personal responsibility for learning. Special features of the field at this level include a work based learning option and the opportunity to spend one semester studying in Budapest, Hungary. 

At level 3, students have the opportunity to extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding  within one or more of the three main strands of the programme, according to their interests. The emphasis on independent research is further strengthened in that all students have the opportunity to take a module in advanced research skills, which supports their research-based  writing tasks in other modules. Interactive workshops delivered by practitioners (LG3128 Professional Skills)  further develop students’ communicative competencies. The additional choice of a Dissertation module allows full field students, if they so wish, to increase their knowledge and understanding of a chosen area. 

At all levels, guidance is available for students through the provision of specific pre-set Office Hours, during which all members of the teaching staff are available for consultation with students (3 hours per week), as well as through module-based tutorial time. A student mentoring  scheme has been successful in recruiting a number of  level 2 and level 3 volunteers within the field to act as trained helpers to support first year students, and after graduation, to act as a point of reference for final year students.

H. ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment strategies are matched to aims and learning outcomes at each level of the programme. There is a range of assessment methods within and across levels, designed to promote a deep approach to learning and engagement with the course. Consistent and constructive feedback is an integral element in the assessment strategy.

There is a balance between formative and summative assessment. At level 1, the emphasis is on regular, informal formative assessment in the form of, for example, self and peer marked exercises and whole-group tutor feedback.  At level 3 there is a proportional balance in favour of summative assessment.

Assessment methods used in the field include:

· Portfolios : a collection of staged pieces of work to demonstrate progression in competencies and understanding, and to offer students the opportunity to focus on areas of particular interest

· Essays: to assess discursive writing skills and understanding of key themes and concepts in academic literatures

· Individual and group presentations: to assess communication skills  through verbal, audio or visual accounts of academic topics and research work

· Individual and group project reports: to assess competencies in collecting, analysing and manipulating data in relation to language and communication in social  contexts

· Learning diaries and logs: to assess skills of critical self evaluation, problem solving, initiative, flexibility and time management

· Critiques: to evaluate students’ ability to assess the merits of theories, claims and explanations in published research papers

· Unseen examinations: to assess breadth of knowledge and application of understanding to specific questions and to assess the ability to write coherently and concisely under conditions of time constraint

· Seen examinations: to assess the same skills as for an unseen examination, but with an emphasis on depth as well as breadth of knowledge

· Dissertations and major project reports: to assess the ability to plan, carry out and write up a substantial, focussed piece of academic work and to assess the ability to sustain a defensible argument.

I. ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

220-320 points at A level (depending on chosen combination), including a minimum of two 6-unit awards at A level or equivalent.  General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject, when one of three 6-unit awards.

Or: equivalent qualifications and experience.  Applications from students on BTEC or Access courses, applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.

GCSE Mathematics and English Language and Literature grade A-C are preferred.

For a combination with Spanish, 80 points at A level in Spanish or GCSE Spanish grade A/B.

2. Typical entry qualifications 

For a single honours degree, we expect typical entry qualifications to be 100 A level points, English Language/Literature  or a cognate subject, and/or a demonstrable interest in language and communication. For a combination, we expect a minimum of 80 points at A level in English or a related subject. 

J. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The English Language and Communication course is designed to foster a range of skills desirable to employers, such as advanced  literacy and communication skills, self-reliance , intercultural awareness and the ability to work constructively with others.

Graduates of the English Language and Communication course have many career opportunities in a wide range of fields including:  publishing, journalism, advertising and marketing, management, the legal professions,  business and  training.  A number of students go on to take postgraduate courses in, for example, Linguistics, Speech Therapy, Translation and  graduate teacher training.

K. INDICATORS OF QUALITY

The Field team is composed of experienced and recognised practitioners, whose research interests inform curriculum content and delivery.  Members of staff contributing to the English Language and Linguistics programme were subject to TQA Review in 1995, when Languages received an Excellent rating (21 points). One of the strengths of the Field, noted by the external examiner, is the range and innovative nature of assessment methods used. The assessment schedule offers students the opportunity to demonstrate their particular strengths and skills in specific areas.

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through: module evaluation questionnaires, External Examiners’ moderation and reports; module logs.

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through: annual course monitoring through subject logs; Faculty Course Review and Quality Assurance; Periodic field review.

L. Approved Variants from the UMS/PCF

N/a
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