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B. FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMME

1. Title:  
MA in Popular Literatures

The programme is available in the following forms:



MA in Popular Literatures



PgCert in Popular Literatures



PgDip in Popular Literatures

2. Modes of delivery

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:



Full-time



Part-time

3. Features of the field
The key feature of this programme is that it allows students to gain detailed knowledge of the variety genres of popular literatures and at the same time exposes them to the specialised study of particular genres and texts.  Complex, diverse and constantly evolving, the subject area demands a flexible approach.  Meeting these demands with a structure that offers an innovative level of optionality, the degree is organised in ways that mean individual student choices will determine both the genre options studied and other central elements of their programme.  Reflecting both the variety of the subject matter and the range of possible interpretative perspectives and at the same time addressing the diversity of student interests and educational backgrounds, this approach will deliver genuine choice within clear intellectual frameworks and defined teaching and learning strategies.

Supporting this structure is English Literature’s proven research expertise in popular literature.  The field has strengths in children’s literature, travel writing, gothic fiction, biography, fantasy/science fiction and other areas of popular literature and is thus able to address a wide range of student interests and deliver flexible patterns of study within a series of modules organised in ways that generate sound intellectual approaches.   Not only will this structure encourage students to take real ownership over the structure and content of their studies, it will also allow the course to cater to the diversity of student experience and at the same time provide ways of managing that diversity.  Centred on the intellectual interests of students, this innovative programme thus provides real flexibility, flexibility that is organised through the defined structures of both particular modules and the wider framework of the programme itself in terms that will respond to the complex and fast-changing dynamics of the subject area itself.

At the heart of the degree are two modules, one that considers the historical and contextual debates that have shaped the emergence and development of popular literatures and another that examines the theoretical and conceptual arguments that have grown up around and informed the study of popular writing.  Organising the programme in this way creates a strong and focused intellectual engagement with the trajectories that have defined critical responses to the subject area.  The teaching strategy on these modules will link seminars based around the core arguments with intensive tutorials and small group teaching aimed at addressing the interests of individual students.  These modules are thus designed to combine the interpretation of specific approaches to the study of popular literatures with the detailed analysis of particular texts and genres.

Supporting these modules with the teaching of Current Debates in English Literature will broaden students’ understanding of specific questions about popular literature: the status of “the popular” in contemporary writing; the erosion of traditional distinctions between “high” and “low”; the porosity of the “the popular” as a concept; the impact of contemporary theoretical approaches on the understanding of “literature”; the role of market forces in shaping taste in contemporary publishing.  This module will thus not only help students locate their study of particular genres alongside a broader set of contemporary debates, but enhance their critical understanding of the links between the analysis of popular literature and interpretations of contemporary culture.  With its content shaped in consultation with students, the specific shape of the module reflects and organises the interests of the cohort and thus, once again, allows for a significant level of student choice.

The teaching of Research Skills will reinforce students’ work on the programme and provide them with the skills needed to go on from the modules that make up the taught programme to write a dissertation.  Delivered in workshops, seminars and individual tutorials, Research Skills is structured around the research plans of each student.  It thus offers students an intensive course of study aimed at preparing them to write their dissertation.  In their dissertation students pursue sustained independent research and produce an extended piece of critical writing.  Coming at the end of the MA degree, the dissertation gives students the chance to produce complex critical work that brings together many of the strands explored in the rest of the degree.  Double-weighted, it not only stands as the culmination of students’ work on the programme, but provides the key distinction between MA level work and the other postgraduate qualifications open to them. 

Intensive, student-centred and organised around key critical and analytical parameters, “Popular Literatures” thus creates the opportunity for in-depth postgraduate study of popular writing.  A subject area invigorated by recent developments in cultural studies and delineated by long-running arguments about the canon, the programme is fuelled by these vibrant intellectual debates and will thus not only generate sophisticated understandings of the meanings of particular texts and genres and develop critical insights into key theoretical and contextual concerns, but will participate in the ongoing process of defining and interpreting popular writing in relation both to “literature” and to contemporary culture as a whole.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME

1. 
The general aims of the programme are to:

· provide postgraduate study in English literature appropriate to the needs of a range of students (including part-time and full-time, standard and non-standard entrants )
· develop students’ expertise in the analysis of major popular genres and texts and to strengthen their critical awareness of and scholarly responses to popular literatures
· further in-depth understandings of a range of key themes, concepts, contexts and interpretative strategies in terms that will advance both the sophistication of students’ knowledge and their skills in argument, writing and oral presentation 

· locate the advanced analysis of popular literature alongside critical understandings of contemporary writing in terms that promote complex interpretations of the discourse of “English Literature”

· ensure that students build the research skills needed to master the specialised scholarly analysis of primary and secondary material

Formal Aims of each exit qualification:

This programme allows for three exit qualifications: Masters, post-graduate Diploma, and post-graduate Certificate.  There is a quantitative rather than qualitative difference between what is gained through the PgCert and the PgDip. The Certificate is intended for students wishing to pursue a focused and in-depth academic study of particular areas of popular literature.  The Diploma is intended for students seeking more extensive critical understanding of popular literatures alongside practical work in research methodologies.  The Masters is intended for students seeking to further their analysis of the issues and debates covered in the taught programme with the opportunity to advance both their scholarly understanding of the subject area and their skills in independent study and critical interpretation through the production of a Dissertation. Requiring students to show an ability to integrate debates raised in different parts of the course and to offer a view of a particular area of popular literature that synthesises a variety of key issues covered in their work on the taught modules, the production of this dissertation thus marks a qualitative distinction between both the PgCert and PgDip. Successful completion of the dissertation is the culmination of the M level work and sign that students have progressed through the stages outlined in the other qualifications.

2. The aims of the postgraduate Certificate are to:

· provide students with scholarly knowledge and critical understanding of primary texts, major popular genres and relevant critical and/or contextual approaches 

· deepen understandings of academic debates relevant to the advanced study of popular literature

· build the critical competence and awareness needed to undertake the advanced analysis of popular literatures

3. The additional aims of the post-graduate Diploma are to:

· critically examine a broad range of particular texts in relation to precise historical and social contexts and appropriate theoretical and conceptual frameworks

· develop the sophisticated research skills and rigorous methodologies appropriate to the study of popular literature at MA level

4. The additional aims of the Masters are to: 

· give students the opportunity to pursue their interests in particular texts and genres through detailed independent research and to use this research as the foundation for a sustained piece of analytical writing in the form of a dissertation

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE PROGRAMME

1. On completion of the Programme students will be able to demonstrate:

· a systematic and comprehensive knowledge of popular literatures

· the advanced critical abilities needed to evaluate research and scholarship in popular literature

· the capacity to address complex issues systematically

· the ability to act autonomously in planning and producing a sustained piece of written work

· the skills necessary to communicate their conclusions clearly in a range of formats including oral presentations and essays in terms that  use appropriate methodologies and M Level standards of academic presentation 

· sophisticated critical and conceptual skills in relation to primary and secondary texts
2. Knowledge and Understanding:

On completion of the Certificate, students will have a knowledge and understanding of:

· a range of popular texts and at least one form or genre in terms informed by scholarly interpretations of conceptual and/or contextual debates

· the sophisticated critical, conceptual and analytical skills necessary to generate knowledge appropriate to both M Level and the subject area

On completion of this Diploma, students will in addition have a knowledge and understanding of:

· a range of popular texts, forms and genres in terms predicated upon intensive analysis of conceptual and contextual debates 

· sophisticated research skills and advanced methodologies appropriate to the study of popular literature 

· the ICT resources, bibliographical systems and conventions of academic presentation needed to study popular literature in depth

On completion of this Masters, students will in addition have a knowledge and understanding of:

· the practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry in the field of popular literature are used to interpret and generate knowledge in terms that lead to the production of a substantial piece of critical writing 
· a specific area of critical debate within the field of popular literature that reflects an original and creative response to discipline specific issues within the field of study
3. Cognitive Skills

On completion of the Certificate, students will have developed their capacity for:

· rigorous analysis of contemporary literary texts 

· critically evaluating research and advanced scholarship in popular literature

On completion of this Diploma, students will in addition have developed their capacity for:

· organising and presenting written material in terms that demonstrate a high standard of organisation 

On completion of this Masters, students will in addition have developed their capacity for:

· developing and self-reflexively evaluating arguments and approaches that synthesise the analysis of primary texts with the discussion of supporting materials
· writing a sustained piece of scholarly work that displays originality of thought and the ability to evaluate and criticise current approaches to the chosen area of study
4.  Practical Skills

On completion of the Certificate, students will have developed their capacity for:

· competence in recognising and responding appropriately to the requirements of an exercise or task

On completion of this Diploma, students will in addition have developed their capacity for:

· organising and presenting written material in terms that demonstrate strong skills in research and scholarship

On completion of this Masters, students will in addition have developed their capacity for:

· acting autonomously in planning and producing a sustained piece of written work

E. 
FIELD STRUCTURE

This field is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.  Fields in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated at level M (a small amount of level 3 credit may occasionally contribute to a postgraduate course).  Single modules in the framework are valued at 15 credits and the field may contain a number of multiple modules.  The minimum requirement for a Postgraduate Certificate is 60 credits, for a Postgraduate Diploma 120 credits and a Masters degree 180 credits.  In some instances the Certificate or Diploma may be the final award and Certificates and Diplomas may be offered to students who only complete specified parts of a Masters degree.   The awards available are detailed in section A and the requirements are outlined below.  All students will be provided with a copy of the PCF.

	Fig 1. MA Popular Literatures

	One Year, Full-time (Indicative)

	Semester 1


	ELM423: Popular Literatures I: Texts and historical Contexts (30 Credits)

	Semester 1


	ELM424: Popular Literature II:  Texts and Concepts (30 Credits)

	Semester 2
	ELM411:  Current Debates in English Literature (30 Credits)

	Semester 2


	ELM422: Research Skills, Methods and Methodologies (30 credits)

	End Semester 2-September
	ELM428: Dissertation (60 credits)


	Two years, Part-Time (Indicative)

	1st Year

	Semester 1


	ELM423: Popular Literatures I: Texts and historical Contexts (30 Credits)

	Semester 2
	ELM411: Current Debates in English Literature (30 Credits)

	2nd Year

	Semester 1


	ELM424: Popular Literature II:  Texts and Concepts (30 Credits)

	Semester 2
	ELM422: Research Skills, Methods and Methodologies(30 credits)

	End Semester 2-September
	ELM428: Dissertation (60 credits)


F.  FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

This course will be compliant with the national code of practice in Higher Education. 
G.  TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES


The teaching and learning strategies employed underpin the principal aim of the course: to develop students’ in-depth knowledge and critical understanding of major popular genres and texts through individual reading and research, participation in discussions and the production of formal assessment. The four taught modules will thus further students’ interpretation of particular texts and genres and advance both their understanding of critical concepts, theories, contextual approaches and research skills and their ability to apply those skills through their work on primary and secondary materials.  This approach is combined with a determination to offer a diverse experience to students with a wide range of optionality and to deliver this level of choice within  clearly managed structures and defined teaching and learning strategies.


Central to the teaching and learning strategy on both Popular Literatures I and Popular Literatures II is an approach that deepens and refines students’ knowledge of a clearly delineated  set of common concerns and at the same time allows individual students a high degree of optionality by giving them the opportunity to follow each module by specialising in an area of popular literature of their own choice.  In both of these modules the semester will begin with weekly two-hour taught seminar sessions delivered to the whole group.  These seminar sessions will focus attention on key areas of debate through the discussion of primary texts in relation to appropriate conceptual (in ELM424) or contextual (ELM 423) material.  The intention here is to give students critical awareness and systematic understanding of specific approaches that can then be applied and reflected upon as their studies become more specialised through their concentration upon specific option areas.


At the end of the fifth teaching week the group will subdivide into option specialisms (allocated to staff members according to expertise).  The size of these groups will then determine the mode of delivery (dependent upon the numbers involved in the study of each option).  In all cases, however, the module will continue to be taught in a formal way (either through tutorials with one or two students [where numbers are low] or in small group seminars [where numbers are higher]). Staff will set readings, arrange specific meeting times and provide work programmes (including guidance on secondary reading and related exercises) for students in their option group.  These option-based sessions thus provide an opportunity for intensive scholarly work on specific texts and genres.


The Course Director will be responsible for managing the range of options offered by staff members and for ensuring students fully understand their work programme.  The Course Director will also be responsible, in consultation with Module Leaders, for agreeing the mode of delivery and for guiding students in the choice of their options.  Students will choose their options from a list of agreed alternatives prior to the start of the module. The range of options offered to students in any given semester will be determined by issues linked to resources and staffing and decisions about the options will thus be made in a process of consultation between the Head of School, the Field Leader for English, the Course Director and the teaching team.  It will be normal for students to be offered a choice of at least two options for each of these modules.  Students will be advised of possible options as part of the admissions process.  The intention is to offer as wide a range of options as possible (based on staff expertise) and the Course Director will look to accommodate student interests where possible.  As with all other modules in the field, the English Module Guide Review Committee will oversee module content and provide guidance for staff in terms designed to ensure that aims and outcomes specific to both the module and the degree are met.  


Though these modules use two different modes of delivery, central to the teaching and learning strategy is the ways in which the options teaching grows out of the debate raised in the seminars.  Organised so that issues generated in these opening weeks are pursued in the options sessions that follow, the modules are structured to provide increasing levels of specialisation and intensive understanding.  The cohesion of this structure will be reinforced by organising the modules in ways that have the seminar sessions taught by staff who then go on to provide the options teaching.  It will be normal practice for all staff offering an option on one of these modules to have been involved in the teaching of the seminar sessions on that module.  In addition, primary texts discussed in the seminar sessions will, in normal practice, have a relationship with one or more of the options that will be offered later in the semester.  It would be normal, for example, if an option on “Romance Fiction” was being offered on ELM424, for discussions in the seminar sessions analysing the conceptual frameworks around genre fiction to include the detailed analysis of a romance novel. The structure of these modules thus offers a secure framework both for managing the work of the course team and for delivering the levels of optionality that form key parts both of these modules of the degree itself.


Current Debates is organised in a weekly two-hour seminar session delivered to the whole group and taught through discussions led by both staff and students and by student presentations.  A key feature of this module is the collaboration between staff and students over its content.  As with other areas of the programme, consultation between the teaching team and students forms an important part of the teaching and learning strategy and is aimed at both delivering choice and giving students a genuine sense of ownership over both the shape and the content of their programme.  In this case the module leader will meet with students before the start of the semester in a consultation exercise designed to agree the primary reading and general subject areas to be covered.  This strategy brings a real relevance and urgency to the discussion of these “current debates” by engaging with issues of current concern raised in discussions with students.  This approach will thus develop cohort identity within the group by giving students a real stake in the content and creating a module that that responds to and synthesises the different interests of different groups of students. 


Research Skills, Methods and Methodologies will also be taught in weekly two-hour seminar sessions. Sessions in this module will combine formal teaching by staff with student-led discussion and debates driven by student presentations based upon their own research plans. These workshop sessions will provide a key forum for students to advance their research skills and their own individual research projects.  The teaching and learning methods employed on this module thus aim to enhance collaborative and group communicative skills, as well as the abilities of the individual researcher.  Students will learn advanced research skills and methods, and be asked to produce the outline for a large research project.  The Dissertation Module will require students to demonstrate their ability to conduct independent research, create an adequate framework for a sustained piece of writing on a given topic, utilise appropriate sources, and develop an independent argument.  Students will be expected to discuss possible dissertation topics with module tutors during the course of Research Skills and the development of this topic is central to the module content.  The nominated topic will be the foundation for their work on the Dissertation and should exist in outline by the end of the Research Skills module. On the basis of the successful completion of this preparatory work in Research Skills, this topic will be registered and a supervisor assigned.  The supervision of dissertations will be conducted by individual tutorials.  Students will meet with supervisors during the later half of the spring semester to plan their work.  The writing of the dissertation is seen as an exercise in independent study and stands as the culmination of student learning on the degree.  Students will be asked to synthesise relevant debates and draw those discussions together through the analysis of particular texts and/or genres. Contact with the supervisor on the Dissertation Module will be in accordance with individual student need and as agreed between supervisor and student. Students will have no fewer than five sessions with their supervisor.

The field structure and the detailed strategies employed on individual modules are thus aimed at producing a student experience that combines choice with clear structures for managing diversity.  The cumulative effect of the teaching and learning strategies will be to provide coherent and integrated interpretative approaches within which students will be able to select and take ownership of the specific content of their studies and follow the course in ways that marry their individual interests with clearly established frameworks that synthesise the specific areas of their options-based learning on individual modules into broader overall engagements with the debates raised by popular literatures.

H. ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Diversity is not only a key part of the rational, structure and delivery strategy for the programme, but a central feature of the assessment strategy too.  Reflecting the variety of student experience, the need to implement a regime that delivers an equality of opportunity and the desire for an approach to assessment that can test the variety of material and perspectives covered on the course, a broad spread of assessment strategies will be employed to both form and evaluate student achievement.  With an emphasis placed on the development of students’ understandings of the ways in which specific texts can be interpreted in terms that connect with wider interpretative frameworks, the assessment strategy will thus create opportunities for students to locate the different types of knowledge developed through their study of specific options within common sets of concerns and approaches.  The need to assess students’ ability to synthesise their learning about particular texts and genres with insights into wider intellectual frameworks thus forms a central principle of the assessment strategy. 

Students’ systematic understanding and critical awareness of popular genres and specific texts will be assessed through the writing of a substantial argumentative essay on Popular Literatures I.  The production of a portfolio of critical exercises linked to the advanced analysis of and critical reflection upon particular contexts and historical frames of references on this module will reinforce the aims and outcomes.   Popular Literatures II will require students to again write a substantial argumentative essay and to offer a shorter critical presentation in which they explore theoretical and conceptual implications appropriate to their chosen area of study.  Current Debates will require students to write a 5,000 word paper on a topic agreed with the module leader.  The use of a consultation exercise to help shape the title and approach to this essay reflects the consultation exercise conducted as part of the process of designing the specific content of the module itself and thus reinforces this module’s particularly strong emphasis on student-centred  learning.  Research Skills is assessed by a portfolio that includes a range of exercises linked to particular research methods and approaches, conventions of academic presentation, copies of drafts and abstracts and details of a student’s individual research plans.  By submitting all of these materials students will demonstrate their development as they acquire the scholarly expertise needed to research and write a dissertation.  The dissertation itself will normally involve the production of a 15,000 word piece of written work.  The dissertation is designed to test each student’s ability to research and write a sustained piece of argumentative work that integrate appropriate theoretical, conceptual and contextual material with sophisticated readings of particular texts and genres.  Asking students to demonstrate the skills needed to synthesise issues generated in the taught part of the course with their own research and a detailed view of a specific subject means that the dissertation will represent the culmination of a student’s work on the MA and demonstrate that they have successfully met the general aims and outcomes of the programme.  

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENTS

ELM423
Portfolio of critical exercises (2000 words and worth 40%) and an essay (3000 words and worth 60%)

ELM424
Presentation write-up (2000 words and worth 40%) and an essay (3000 words and worth 60%)

ELM411

5000 word essay

ELM422 

Portfolio of plans, exercises, drafts and related materials

ELM428 

15000 Dissertation

I. ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

The following will normally be regarded as appropriate admission requirements for the course:

· successful completion of a certified programme of study, normally a good second class honours undergraduate degree or its equivalent

· relevant non-certificated learning

· an appropriate combination of certificated and non-certificated learning

· in addition to, where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (ILTS requirement of 7.5) or equivalent must be demonstrated as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations

All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, verification will involve the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfilment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

Admission with Advanced Standing

Students may be allowed to enter the course with Advanced Standing, subject to the following conditions:

The maximum number of credit points awarded for admission with advanced standing will be 50% of the credit points required for the exit award, subject to the further requirement that no exemption will be given for the dissertation.  This means that accreditation of prior learning will be set at a maximum of the following credit for each of the exit awards:

MA


CATS 60

Postgrad. Diploma
CATS 60

Postgrad. Certificate
CATS 30

Consideration for Admission with Advanced Standing will be based on:

· successful completion of a relevant programme of certificated learning at M level

· relevant non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

· a combination of relevant certificated and non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

Admissions procedures
The Course Director will normally consider all applications in the first instance. All applicants who fulfil, or are likely to fulfil, the admissions requirements will be invited for an interview with the Course Director or another senior member of the course teaching team.   Students will be advised about the specific options likely to be available to them at this stage and encouraged to make preliminary indications as to their choices. Decisions regarding offers of places will be made by the Course Director or senior member of the course teaching team after interviewing the applicant.  The Course Director will receive administrative support from the Postgraduate Course Administrator.

J. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The course is designed for those who have a personal or a professional interest in literature, specifically popular writing.  The Course is particularly suited for those wishing to enhance their careers in areas such as publishing, library and museum services, journalism, teaching, the arts in general, the creative industries (media, broadcasting and the creative arts for example) and any other context where a knowledge of literature and skills in critical analysis are of importance.  For those interested in further research, the course provides an excellent foundation for Mphil/PhD level study in twentieth-century literature.

K. INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Members of staff contributing to English Literature were subject to TQA Review in 1996, when the subject was rewarded with an “Excellent” rating.  A wide range of publications in both journals and monographs on popular literature and related subject areas provides external evidence of the English Field’s research excellence in this area. 

L. APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

N/A
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