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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution:

Kingston University

Programme Accredited by:

N/A

Final Award(s):


BA (Honours) Politics


Intermediate Award(s):

Certificate of Higher Education (one year)





Diploma of Higher Education (two years) 

Field Title:



Politics



FHEQ Level:



Honours
Credit rating by level:

120 @ level 1, 120 @ level 2, 120 @ level 3

JACS Code: 



L200

UCAS Prospectus Link: www.kingston.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/index.htm

QAA Benchmark:


Politics
Minimum/Maximum Registration: 
3 years full-time, 6-8 years part-time
Date Specification Produced:
October 2004
Date Specification Revised:
September 2006
Faculty:

Arts and Social Sciences

School:

Social Science

Location:



Penrhyn Road Campus


B. FEATURES OF THE POLITICS FIELD

The field is available in the following forms:

· BA (Hons) Politics 


(Full Field)
· BA (Hons) Politics with X*   

(Major in Politics)

· BA (Hons) Politics and X*

(Half Field in Politics)

· BA (Hons) X* and Politics     

(Half Field in Politics)

· BA (Hons)  X* with Politics

(Minor in Politics)

*X = A second Field of study. Politics is available as a half field, major and minor field of study. 

Features of the Field

Politics is offered as a full-field (UCAS Code: L200), a half-field, a major and a minor field of study.  Politics is also offered as a full and half-field for mature part-time students with no formal qualifications. Kingston has a long tradition of teaching politics as half field in combination with languages and other disciplines (see below, UCAS Codes in brackets). 


Applied Economics  


English Language and Communication 

Business  

Creative Writing  

Criminology  

Drama  



English Literature  



Environmental Studies  

French  (Minor)

History  

Journalism  

Human Geography  

Media and Cultural Studies  



Psychology  

Sociology  



Spanish   (Minor)
As an academic activity Politics offers a radical and critical questioning of the assumptions upon which political beliefs (whether it is about the ideal polity, the best way to live or the correct analysis of political reality) are based. Furthermore, it is a  multidisciplinary activity that draws upon other disciplines in the social sciences, whether they are history, sociology and psychology to analyse political phenomena. Students engage in careful theorising and empirical investigation. The Kingston politics programme provides students with a thorough grounding in the major intellectual contributions of classical and contemporary political thinkers. It also provides them with detailed examinations of various political systems, global political structures and it equips them with an array of methodological approaches to their understanding.

As a part of a wider School of Social Science and a Faculty of Arts and Social Science Kingston’s Politics programme articulates well with many other disciplines where students benefit from cross-disciplinary approaches.
Students may choose to either, study Politics with a language (and take a year abroad) or they can begin to study a new language. In addition, they can take a study-abroad programme in the USA. Not only do these options broaden the students’ general educational experience, but they provide an excellent opportunity to compare different political systems and cultures.

On successful completion of the Politics degree all students will have developed an understanding and ability to apply political and social theoretical frameworks to the world around them. Beyond this knowledge and understanding of their academic subject students will have acquired generic intellectual skills and life-time transferable skills as well.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The Main Aims of the Full-Field are to:
·   
encourage and enable students with a variety of abilities and backgrounds to achieve a knowledge and understanding of various approaches to the study of Politics, and to gain knowledge of, and sensitivity to, the complexity and diversity of Politics in different societies;

· develop in students a critical awareness which stimulates intellectual curiosity and tolerance, fosters enthusiasm for the subject, and creates an appreciation of the value of citizenship in a democratic society;

· provide a supportive environment in which students are encouraged to develop greater responsibility for their learning;

· offer learning opportunities through flexible modes of attendance, especially in relation to the needs of the local community;

· enrich a Politics education by offering students the possibility of studying complementary and contrastive disciplines (including skills-based modules), and to contribute to other programmes in the wider Modular Scheme;

· provide a curriculum supported by scholarship, staff development and a research culture that addresses the needs and views of students, encourages them to achieve their full potential and which gives them “added value”;

· equip students with a range of generic intellectual skills and personal transferable skills relevant to their personal development and future employment.

The main aims of the Major, Half and Minor Fields in Politics are to ensure that all students benefit from studying the main theoretical approaches and institutional/area studies of Politics at Kingston. Clearly the range of options available will be lesser depending on the path taken but the central tenets of the discipline are imparted to all students from level 1 onwards. At level 1 all students must take British Politics, Studying Politics, Revolution and Order in Modern Political Thought and Theories of Human Nature (even major students of Psychology who minor in Politics take all of these modules as they are integrated into their foundation programme). At level 2, all students must study the main pillars of the Politics degree: Political Philosophy, political analysis (Theoretical Approaches to the social sciences) and an area study. By the time of level 2 3 all students will have the same essential foundation. 
C. LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE FIELD

On completion of the minor field, students will have a knowledge and understanding of:

· a range of concepts and theories identified by classic and contemporary political and social theorists. 

· the role of political theories in providing coherent descriptions and analyses  of political reality. 

· the key elements in a broad range of  approaches to the study of the social sciences 

· descriptions and analyses of institutions and actors in contemporary British politics.

· a wide range of issues in contemporary national and international politics

· the principal theories of variations in modes of  political development

In addition Half Field students will have an in-depth knowledge and understanding of: 

· the strengths and weaknesses different approaches to the study of politics

· a specialist field of relevance to politics.

In addition Major Field students will have an in-depth knowledge and understanding of: 

· further  fields of specialist study relevant to politics.

In addition Full Field students will have an in-depth knowledge and understanding of:

· a wider extended range of specialist areas of  enquiry or related cognate disciplines. 

· the dynamics of conflict in and between modern political systems and systems of thought

· comparative perspectives on the challenges and  possible resolutions of contemporary critical issues in politics

1. Cognitive Skills

On completion of the field, students will have developed their capacity to:

· appreciate and describe the complexities of modern politics 

· articulate appropriate research strategies for the gathering and retrieval of information.   

· evaluate and synthesize the results of information retrieved from a variety of sources.

· interpret descriptive statistical information to construct  hypotheses appropriate to political theorising

· develop a reasoned argument founded appropriate political concepts. 

· critically evaluate political theories with respect to reasoning and evidence. 

· self aware of methodological  difficulties associated with comparative studies

· critically evaluate the  scientific status of the social sciences 

· be self critical of  their academic work and achievements

The depth of attainment in the cognitive skills is dependent upon whether the students have chosen to study Politics as a full, major, half or minor field.

2. Practical Skills

On completion of the Minor Field students will be able to:

· recognise and be able to formulate questions appropriate to political science 

· collect and report on evidence relevant to a political study. 

· construct an  argument appropriate to the study of politics. 

· recognise ethical issues involved in political research.

In addition, on completion of the Half field students will be able to:

· apply political theory to relevant areas of contemporary  life.

· make ethical judgements on the nature of  their own  study proposals. 

·    use appropriate ICT devices for their studies

In addition, on completion of the Major and Full Field students will be able to:

· construct a  clear rational for a research proposal

· complete an extended piece of scholarly written work with reference to theory and evidence.

4. Key Skills

All programmes in the Field offer opportunities for students to learn, practice, progress and to be assessed in the key skills listed below:

	Key Skill
	
	 Modules in which key skill is assessed( illustrations)

	Communication
	
	

	a) Take part in group discussion.
	Make clear, relevant contributions and take responsibility for encouraging others to participate and contribute
	Studying Politics,Revolution and Order, Theoretical Approaches to the Social Sciences, Political Behaviour and all level 3 modules.

	b) Make a presentation.
	Tailor presentation to the needs of audience (people familiar with the subject, people new to subject).  React and respond appropriately to questions.
	 Studying Politics; Theoretical approaches to the Social Sciences; Moral and Political Philosophy, all level 3 modules

	c) Read, select, extract and collate information from written, spoken or other appropriate sources.
	Select, extract and evaluate information from a wide range of sources, working independently.
	UK Government and Politics, Studying Politics, Moral and Political Philosophy, The Research Paper, Dissertation Stages 1 and 2

	d) Produce written materials in a variety of formats.
	Plan communication skills, making reasoned selection of methods for achieving outcome required.

Communicate relevant information with accuracy, using form, structure and style to suit purpose.

Vary use of vocabulary and grammatical expression to convey particular effects.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics, Moral and Political Philosophy, Postmodern Political Theory, Anarchism, Social Darwinism and Political Theory, Themes in the History of Political Thought

	e) Incorporate images in documents including tables, charts, graphs and diagrams.
	Select and use appropriate type of image for extended piece of written work.
	UK Government and Politics, Politics of Film, Theoretical Approaches to the Social Sciences, A Change is Gonna Come

	Numeracy
	
	

	a) Collect primary and secondary data.
	Select and apply appropriate methods of data collection effectively.
	Studying Politics, Theoretical Approaches to the Social Sciences

	b) Establish suitable format for data collection
	Select and apply appropriate format(s)  for data sets, justifying choices.
	Studying Politics, Theoretical Approaches to the Social Sciences

	c) Evaluate numerical data (including issues of selection, accuracy, precision and uncertainty) and explain choices made.
	Select and apply appropriate techniques for primary and secondary data sets, justifying choices.  Include an estimation of the limitation of the data.
	 Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics,

Theoretical approaches to the Social Sciences

	d) Perform basic and simple calculations on amounts and sizes scales and proportions, using statistics where appropriate.
	Apply appropriate methods to primary and secondary data sets, justify use.
	Studying Politics, Theoretical Approaches to the Social Sciences 

	ICT
	
	

	a) Use ICT to present text/numerical data and images.
	Select and apply appropriate methods of ICT presentation, justifying uses.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics, Theoretical Approaches to the Study of the Social Sciences , Politics of Film, A Change is Gonna Come

	b) Produce a document that incorporates and combines different types of information (text, images and numbers selected from different sources).
	Select appropriate types of information and produce a document for your project/dissertation.
	Studying Politics, Reasearch Paper, Dissertation Stages 1 and 2

	c) Search for, retrieve and store information using ICT resources.
	Select appropriate ICT resources and use in independent study, justifying uses.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics, Moral and Political Philosophy, Research Paper, Dissertation stages 1 and 2  

	d) Use on-line communications systems, including the learning management system, to obtain and send information.
	Use on-line communication to establish appropriate external contacts during research for project/dissertation.

Select and use appropriate on-line communications systems to discuss academic issues with staff, fellow students and external contacts.
	Uk Government and Politics, Studying Politics, Research Paper, Dissertation Stages 1 and 2 

	Teamwork
	
	

	Work with others
	Review group progress, evaluate individual and collective performance.

Identify ways of further developing skills in working with others.  Adapt strategy as necessary.
	Studying Politics, Moral and Political Philosophy

	Independent Learning
	
	

	a) Develop research and information handling skills in relation to academic development.
	Independently locate, evaluate and gain access to relevant information across a range of resources.

Use search skills in a variety of information contexts

Cite items and maintain bibliographic information for long term use.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics, Revolution and order,

Moral and Political Philosophy, Research Paper. Dissertation Stages 1 and 2

	b) Develop self awareness in relation to academic development
	Use skills to summarise and reflect on learning and develop action plans as appropriate
	Research per, Theoretical Approaches to the Social Sciences


E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Politics Field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular scheme (UMS). Fields in the UMS are composed of modules, which are assigned to Levels. There are three levels that are progressively more challenging in terms of their aims, objectives and learning outcomes as students progress through the field. Each field contributes to a programme of study that is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases). Typically a student must complete 120 credits at each level. 

A programme of study including the Politics Field culminates in an honours degree and it is the higher levels (2 and 3) that contribute to the classification of the degree. Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level. Students who complete 120 credits at level 1 but decide to discontinue their studies at that point are eligible for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education. Students who complete 120 credits at level 2 but decide to discontinue are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education.

The duration of the Politics programme is 3 years full-time or 6-8 years part-time. The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks including an examination and/or assessment period). 

The programme has been designed to offer coherence and progression at each level and throughout the field. At all three levels students study modules in political theory, political institutions and area studies. As students progress from level to level, advice on module choice is available from members of the field team and from academic advisors.

             Each level of the Politics programme represents an increase in the complexity of the subject matter.  Higher levels make greater demands on knowledge and understanding of the subject, on skills of critical analysis, information retrieval, problem solving, clarity of presentation (both written and oral), independent study and group work.  
Thus on completion of Level 1, students should be able to:

· demonstrate an understanding of the politics of their immediate environment, relevant political structures and salient political issues, and the various ideological frameworks through which they are perceived;

· demonstrate an understanding of philosophical issues through the prism of introductory political theory;

· analyse a range of concepts, theories and methods employed in the study of politics, as provided in the level 1 skills module.
Having established an understanding of core elements of the discipline, they should, on completion of Level 2, have broadened their horizons and knowledge in order to be able to: 

· demonstrate an understanding of other political systems in a comparative context;

· demonstrate an understanding of more abstract conceptual and theoretical issues;

· relate theory to practice in particular policy areas;

· pursue their interests through an extended piece of independent writing, for example in a research paper.

Finally, at Level 3, they should be in a position to use the institutional and conceptual grounding of the previous levels to engage in more specialised and detailed interests, and be able to:

· use their critical skills to evaluate published research;

· demonstrate an in‑depth understanding of defined areas;

· demonstrate a deeper and more extensive theoretical, conceptual, and methodological understanding of debates in Politics;

· pursue their interests through a sustained piece of independent writing, for example, through a dissertation.

FIELD CONTENTS

LEVEL 1
Group A

Credits

PO1158 UK Government and Politics
15

PO1168 Revolution & Order in Modern Political Thought
15

PO1178 Studying Politics
15

HS1158 Theories of Human Nature
15

IN1108 Introduction to International Studies
15

Group B


Credits

CM1148 Avenues to Justice
15

GB1118 The Rise of Global Capitalism
15

HS1128 Early Modern Britain & Europe
15

KL1901/2 Kingston Language Scheme module
15

FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Full Field, 120 credits
All of Group A and three modules from Group B.

Half Field, 60 credits


Credits

PO1158 UK Government and Politics
15

PO1168 Revolution & Order in Modern Political Thought
15

PO1178 Studying Politics
15

HS1158 Theories of Human Nature
15

HS1158 Theories of Human Nature may be replaced by a module from the Kingston Language Scheme.

Minor Field, 45 credits


Credits

PO1158 UK Government and Politics
15

PO1168 Revolution & Order in Modern Political Thought
15

PO1178 Studying Politics
15

LEVEL 2
Core Group A







Credits
PO2418 Theoretical Approaches to the Social Sciences
15

PO2318 Moral and Political Philosophy
15

PO2248  Introduction to Latin American Countries (Or another area study)
15

Group B

Student will be offered six of the following modules, from which they must choose five, in any one year



Credits

PO2428 Business and Politics
15

PO2278 Nationalism
15

PO 2288 Russian Politics and Society
15

PO 2378 The Political Economy of Drugs
15

PO 2388 Classics of Political philosophy
15

PO 2428 Aspects of social Citizenship
15

FI2218 Politics of Film
15

PO 2138 Chinese and Indian Politics
15

CM2158 Terrorism in the Modern World
15

HS2238 British Politics in the Twentieth Century
15

IN2108 International Organisations and Integration
15

LG 2128 European Identities
15
PO2408  Politics Research Paper (subject to field approval)
15
HS2158 The Holocaust as History and Controversy
15

HS2368 Slavery and Race in the USA
15

Any other one elective subject to Field approval
15

(Any group B module can be replaced with a module from the Kingston Language Scheme)
FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Full Field, 120 credits
All of Group A and any 5 from Group B

Major Field, 75 credits
All of Group A and two from group B

Half Field, 60 credits
All of Group A and one from Group B
Minor Field, 45 credits
Two from Group A and one other from Group A or B

LEVEL 3

Group A






















Credits

PO3018**
Dissertation Module Stage 1





15

PO3008
Dissertation Module Stage 2





15

PO3158 
Issues in Contemporary European Politics



15

PO3248 
The European Union and Industrial Policy



15

PO3418
Globalisation and Welfare States


 

15

PO3358 
Themes in Latin American Politics 




15

PO3118 
Anarchism







15

PO3428
Social Darwinism and Political Thought



15






15

PO3208
Political Behaviour






15

PO3268
Postmodern Theory






15 
PO3378 
Themes in the History of Political Thought



15

PO3398
Issues in Political Philosophy





15

PO3408 
A Change is Gonna Come: Global Perspectives &


Cultures of Popular Music 





15
PO3438
American Foreign Policy after the Cold War



15

** PO3018 is a prerequisite for PO3008.

Group B











Credits

HS3228 
International Politics since 1945




15

HS3168
Patterns of Irish Nationalism





15

HS3148
The Politics of Mass Murder





15

HS3278
British Politics in the Long 20th Century: 1945 – 1997

15

SO3118 
Knowledge, Meaning and Morality




15

SO3128 
Social Change and the Developing World



15

SO3138 
Sociological Analysis 3





15

IN3108 
Globalisation







15

FI3118 
Representation and Difference 




15

EL3148  
Contemporary Critical Theory




15

Group C
Any appropriate module at this level, subject to Field approval


15

FIELD  REQUIREMENTS

Full Field, 120 credits:









Credits
6 modules from Group A







90 
1 module from A/B








15 
1 module from A/B/C








15 

Major Field, 75 credits:










Credits
4 modules from Group A







60 

1 module from Group A/B/C







15

Half Field, 60 credits:










Credits









3 modules from Group A







45 1 module from Group A/B







15 
Minor Field, 45 credits









Credits

3 modules from group A excluding PO3008 





45
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

The politics provision has been constructed to reflect the following points of reference:

External

· The Honours level descriptors in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
· The QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Politics and International relations.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The design of the learning and teaching experience for students is based upon the over-riding aim to create a sense of active and productive participation in an academic community committed to the understanding of political science in the broadest sense. A key element in the structuring of this experience is the building of a sense of membership in the discipline of politics through its knowledge base, normative order and the activities of political actors, governments and wider institutions in the real world. This is achieved through teaching and learning strategies at all levels which enable:

· a sense of cohort identity to be developed and strengthened;
· real life applications of subject specialisms;
· the development of independent learning skills.

The first year experience is regarded as particularly important in terms of providing, not only a cohort identity, but a strong study skills basis through the module Studying Politics (PO1178) which has an embedded skills agenda and is delivered in field workshop weekly study sessions managed by academic advisors drawn from the field teaching team. Additional support is provided through a system of presentations from and referrals to the Academic Skills Centre, ICT specialists and subject specialist librarians.
Through a combination of lectures, seminars, workshops, individual supervision by academic advisors and subject specialists, team project work, literature reviews and the encouragement of individual research, the Field aims to embed a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject and at the same time equip students with a range of analytical skills. In addition, there is extensive use of modern learning technologies. All students are registered for their individual modules on Blackboard for accessing module materials, notice boards and participating in discussion boards. Also, students have access to the internet, they are issued handouts, they are enabled to make Powerpoint presentations and at times lectures are replaced with apposite films. Students are encouraged, for example through precise rubric on assessment assignments, to draw on a wide range of resources: primary and secondary texts, journal and journalistic sources, film and fiction and websites
H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment strategies as a whole are designed to test learning outcomes. Consistent and constructive feedback is an integral element in the assessment strategy in so far as assessment is also a vehicle for learning.

In the field there is a balance between formative and summative assessment. At level 1 the emphasis is placed upon regular informal formative assessment in a range of modes. At level 2 there is an evening out of the balance between formative and summative methods and at level 3 there is a proportional balance in favour of summative assessment.

A wide range of assessment strategies is used in the field.  The field is responsible for careful monitoring of the quantity and timing of assessments.  The range of assessments is designed to encourage a broad range of skills and to accommodate students’ different learning styles throughout the programme.  The different assessment strategies reflect and enhance the multidisciplinary inputs to the field programme.  The team has been influenced by current pedagogic research on the relative merits of innovative assessment strategies in higher education in both the U.K. and the U.S.A.

Assessments used in the field include: 

· essays: to assess discursive writing skills and understanding of key themes in academic literatures;
· essays with critical bibliographies: to assess the range of literature available for the essay and to encourage the activity of critical review of literature;
· presentations: to assess communication skills through verbal, audio or visual accounts of academic topics and research work;

· group presentations: to assess not only the above skills but encouraging team work;
· portfolios: a collection of staged pieces of work to demonstrate progression in competences and understanding in the field of study;
· briefing papers: to assess students’ ability to:

· identify the audience they are writing for.

· be aware of the policy agendas their audience is working towards.

· identify general principles and issues raised in the particular case.

· identify and evaluate evidence underpinning claims.

· summarise and make recommendations for policy decisions.

· book reviews: to assess critical and analytical skills in academic writing and active reading; 
· unseen examinations: to assess breadth of knowledge and application of understanding to specific questions and to assess the ability to write coherently and concisely under conditions of time constraint;
· seen examinations: to assess the same skills as for an unseen examination but with an emphasis on depth as well as breadth of knowledge;
· research papers and dissertations: to assess the ability to plan, operationalise and write up a substantial, focussed piece of academic work and to assess the ability to construct and sustain a defensible thesis.
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS
1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:
Either

From 180 points at AS/A2 level (depending on the chosen field combination), including a minimum of two 6- unit awards at A level or equivalent. General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject when it is one of three 6–unit  awards. Every application is carefully read by the Politics admissions tutor.
And

GCSE Grade C English.
Or

Equivalent qualifications and experience. Applicants from the following backgrounds are also encouraged to apply and where appropriate will be interviewed:

· Mature students with prior relevant experiential learning;
· Mature students with non-traditional qualifications;
· Students passing Approved Access courses;
· Students passing BTEC;
· International students with relevant and comparable qualifications.

2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field.
Typical entry qualifications are expected to be:

· a minimum of 200 points (depending on chosen combination), including a minimum of  two  6-unit awards at A Level or equivalent;
· GCSE English grade A-C. (NB Mathematics A-C is required in some combinations).
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Politics graduates enter a wide variety of careers both in the public and private sector. A significant number combine intermediate employment with part-time postgraduate study both in Politics and other professional entry courses such as the Law Society’s postgraduate conversion diploma. 

The Politics Field carries out surveys (Where are they now?) and there is clear evidence that, beyond the initial frustrations of finding the most suitable employment in the first two years of graduation, the range and quality of occupations is indicative of employers recognizing the intellectual and lifetime transferable skills of Kingston’s Politics graduates.

The Field team has every confidence that Politics graduates are highly employable in all domains of public service and private industry. Graduates regularly write and inform the team of  the relevance of the conceptual and problem solving activities first encountered in Politics classes to their working day experiences.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

In November 2000 Kingston Politics was awarded a score of 23/24 by the QAA.
Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through:

· module evaluation questionnaires;
· External Examiners’ moderation and reports;
· module logs.

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through:

· annual course monitoring through course/field logs;
· faculty course review and Quality Assurance;
· periodic field review.

L.
VARIANTS FROM THE UMS

N/A
PAGE  
Page 1 of 15

