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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD
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           Faculty(s):
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           School(s):



Social Science               

           Location(s):  



Penrhyn Road             
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June 2003
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B. FEATURES OF THE FIELD

Title

            The field is available in the following forms:

· BA (Hons) Criminology with X*   

(Major in Criminology)

· BA (Hons) Criminology and X*

(Half Field in Criminology)

· BA (Hons) X* and Criminology     
(Half field in Criminology)

· BA (Hons)  X* with Criminology   
(Minor in Criminology)

 
*X = A second Field of study 

Criminology is available as a half field, major and minor field of study.  

Modes of Delivery

            The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time 

· Part-time    

Features of the Field

Criminology can be studied in combination with the following subjects:

Applied Economics

Creative Writing

English Language (Applied) & Linguistics

English Literature

Film Studies

French

History

History of Art, Design and Film

History of Ideas

Media and Cultural Studies

Politics

Psychology

Sociology

Students who wish to do so may elect to study abroad for a semester, either in the United States at universities with which Kingston has reciprocal arrangements, or in Europe, through the Erasmus scheme.

Criminology as an accredited academic discipline has experienced a significant expansion in terms of its undergraduate provision.  It is also characterised by diversity in its academic locations and theoretical orientations.  There are three principal domains in which undergraduate criminology courses in the U.K. are offered: Law and Criminal Justice; Sociology and Social Policy; Forensic Science. Sociology and the related discipline of Social Policy account for the overwhelming majority of undergraduate course offerings.

The field is firmly located within the Sociology and Social Policy domain and works from an interpretative understanding of ‘Law’ in terms of the socio-political processes of policy-making and ‘crime’ in terms of the dynamics of social construction and contingency.

The field has been designed to allow students to study crime and its control in a wide context by drawing on a variety of approaches and substantive topic areas. Core modules at each level provide for the acquisition of criminological skills in research, theoretical analysis and policy evaluation.

The field emphasises the importance of students acquiring a socially grounded approach towards crime and justice through the requirement that students undertake community-based fieldwork studies, including some experience of work with practitioners, advocates or campaigners. The correlation of this is that the field team aims to encourage the sharing of research and the understanding of practice with community-based organisations and activists through exhibitions, presentations and conferences.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD


The main aims of the Half Field are to:

· provide students from a wide range of backgrounds with a well rounded learning experience of criminology as an academic subject.

· provide students with the analytical skills and knowledge to enable them to evaluate different theoretical positions, arguments and empirical material in current criminological literatures and debates.

· promote scholarship by offering students the opportunity to acquire skills and operational practice in research and enabling them to have the confidence and ability to make a positive contribution to knowledge in the field. 

· confront students with critical perspectives on key issues and policy agendas in crime and crime control, drawing on a wide range of interdisciplinary materials.

· encourage self-reflection and reflective practice as an integral element in critical thinking.

· foster community and University relationships by offering students the opportunity to experience community-based learning and thereby develop a sense of civic contribution and participation.

· establish a sound foundation from which students are enabled to develop career paths in either specialist criminological fields or broader related areas of research and policy.

Additional Aims of the Major Field are to:

· extend the students’ knowledge of additional related topic areas and allied disciplinary approaches in criminology.

· afford students the opportunity to develop a wider range of research and practical skills.

.

· prepare students for a wider range of opportunities for further specialised study.

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1. Knowledge and Understanding
On completion of the Half field, students will have an in-depth knowledge and understanding of:

· crime as  an object of social context and social process.

· the relationship between individuals, social groups, institutions and social practices in law-breaking and law-making.

· the role of culture in social constructions and perceptions of crime and deviance. 

· the Ethnographic tradition with particular reference to the sociology of deviance.

· the ethical implications of criminological research and enquiries.

· a broad range of theories of the aetiology of crime.

· the historical and social development of penal policy through a variety of  institutional forms and practices.

· the structure, organisation and process of Criminal Justice policy-making.

· the value of comparative analysis of criminal justice systems.

· contemporary literatures and research in the Field.

On completion of the Major Field, students will gain additional knowledge and understanding of:

· allied disciplinary approaches to criminology.

· a wider range of research and practical skills.

· a  greater number of specialist subject areas in criminology.

            2. Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On completion of the field, students will have developed their capacity to:

· judge and evaluate criteria of truth claims in criminology.

· appreciate the complexity and diversity of  crime. 

· engage in abstract thinking and concept building and apply their conceptual knowledge to  factual situations.

· synthesise information and use it to sustain an argument.

· systematically reason, formulate and test hypotheses and reach conclusions.

· critically analyse and appraise both primary and secondary qualitative and quantitative data sources.

· objectively compare and evaluate.

· reflect on their own accumulation of knowledge and engage in reflective practice.


            3. Practical Skills


On completion of the Field students will be able to:

· develop appropriate research relationships with research subjects.

· organise an exhibition.

· prepare policy briefing papers and reports.

· use audio visual material appropriately and ethically.

· plan, manage and execute a  subject related community-based learning project.

4. Key Skills

The field offers opportunities for students to learn, practise, progress and to be assessed in the key skills listed below.

(a) Communication Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· structure and communicate ideas effectively both orally and in writing.

· engage effectively in debate in an academic manner.

· produce and present detailed project reports in a variety of modes of delivery appropriate to the needs of the audience.

· make clear , relevant contributions in group discussions.

· select, extract and evaluate information from a wide range of sources and textual forms.

· select and use appropriately a variety of images and representational forms to augment the study of a given topic.

· meta-communicate in appropriate contexts.

(b) Numeracy

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· select and apply appropriate methods of primary and secondary data collection.

· design appropriate recording formats for primary and secondary data sets.

· evaluate the reliability and estimate the limitations of data.

· understand, justify and apply appropriate methods of statistical analysis to primary and secondary data sets.

            (c)  ICT

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· use on line communication systems including the University’s own LMS to send and obtain information, to facilitate group communication and to form links with other communities and organisations.

· select and apply appropriate methods of ICT to present text, numbers and images.

· produce a complex document combining and integrating different types of information in a variety of forms and from a variety of sources.

· search for, retrieve, store and manipulate information from ICT sources.

· select appropriate online information, identify its provenance and evaluate its quality.

            (d) Teamwork

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· interact effectively within a group.

· establish and monitor group planning processes.

· negotiate and manage group conflict.

· exercise leadership skills where appropriate.

· review and evaluate individual and collective performance.

· identify successful strategies for enhancing the performance of individuals within team based work projects.

            (e) Independent Learning

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· research and handle information as the basis for further academic work and personal development.

· monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic standards and personal development targets.

· engage in reflective practice in relation to academic and applied work.

· sustain a confident self appraisal in relation to career development.

Students who wish to do so can gain accreditation separate from the degree via the Higher Skills Development Award. Students will also be able to record their skills achievements in their Portfolios (Progress Files).
E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Criminology field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular scheme (UMS). Fields in the UMS are composed of modules, which are assigned to Levels. There are three levels that are progressively more challenging in terms of their aims, objectives and learning outcomes as students progress through the field.  Each field contributes to a programme of study that is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases). Typically a student must complete 120 credits at each level. 

A programme of study including the Criminology field culminates in an honours degree and it is the higher levels (2 and 3) that contribute to the classification of the degree. Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level. Students who complete 120 credits at level 1 but decide to discontinue their studies at that point are eligible for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education. Students who complete 120 credits at level 2 but decide to discontinue are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education.

The duration of the Criminology programme is 3 years full-time or 6 years part-time. The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks including an examination period). 

The programme has been designed to offer coherence and progression at each level and throughout the field. At all three levels students study modules in Theory, Policy and Research.  As students progress from level to level, advice on module choice is available from members of the field team and from academic advisors.

At level 1 students are provided with a broad understanding of the development and current state of criminology as an academic field of study. Research skills in both quantitative data handling and ethnographic methods are taught and a fieldwork study is undertaken. Study, communication and presentation skills are given a specific focus in the first year. This introduction to theory, methods and key skills is designed to provide students with a solid foundation of knowledge and skills that will be built upon and applied at the higher levels.

At level 2 there is a more detailed and critical examination of the theoretical traditions in criminology associated with its claims to be a ‘science’. An analysis of the structuring and design of criminal justice systems and critical approaches to related policy issues are introduced and worked on. Students do more extensive fieldwork research through involvement with community-based practitioners and have an opportunity to widen their communication and presentation skills. Students at this level have the opportunity to study more specialised topics in their choice of electives such as: youth culture, child protection, the economics of crime, the history of crime, drugs, terrorism, forensic linguistics, forensic biology and geo-demographic analysis.

By level 3 students will have built up a strong theoretical knowledge base and are equipped to engage actively with and contribute to current debates in penology and criminological theory. The refinement of advanced research skills is continued and culminates in an independent fieldwork based research project. In their choice of electives students may choose to build upon their specialist areas of interest developed in Level 2 or widen them to include: policing, crime pattern analysis, forensic psychology, urban disorders, cult films and forensic archaeology.

Whilst the programme encourages student choice and breadth of knowledge across a number of related disciplines and topic areas, there is a measure of thematic coherence in the menu of electives that have been included.  There is a clustering of elective modules around three areas:

· Socio-cultural perspectives covering modules such as Youth, Conformity and Transgression, Child Protection, Urban Cultures, Forensic Linguistics, the History of Crime and Cult Films.
· Political Economy covering modules such as the Economics of Crime, the Political Economy of Drugs, Security, Policing and the State, Terrorism in the Modern World and the Politics of Mass Murder.
· Forensic Science covering modules such as Forensic Biology, Forensic Archaeology, Forensic Psychology and Crime Patterns and the Environment.
FIELD CONTENTS

LEVEL 1

A Modules (Core)

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CM1118
	Introduction to Criminology


	15

	CM1128
	Ethnography
	15

	CM1138
	Evidence and Issues
	15


B Recommended Elective Modules

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	GS1051
	Demographics for Business and Public Administration
	15

	HS1158
	Theories of Human Nature
	15

	PO1168
	Revolution and Order in Modern Political Thought

	15

	PS1218
	Concepts and Systems in Psychology
	15

	SO1188
	Focus on Britain

	15


Half Field, Major and Minor Field students take the three core A list modules and one elective module, normally from the recommended B list.

Students who complete 120 credits at Level 1 but decide to discontinue their studies at this point are eligible for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education (CertHE).

LEVEL 2

A Modules (Core)

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CM2118
	Policy Issues in Criminal Justice Systems


	15

	CM2178
	The Sociology of Crime, Deviance and Social Control
	15

	CM2138
	Community-based Learning
	15


B Modules (Options)

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CM2148
	Youth , Conformity and Transgression
	15

	CM2158
	Terrorism in the Modern World 
	15

	EC2318
	Economics of Crime
	15

	EN2198
	Forensic Linguistics




	15

	GG2485
	Culture, Place and Society
	15

	GS2133
	Geodemographic Analysis
	15

	HS2158
	The Holocaust as History and Controversy
	15

	HS2348
	The Changing History of Crime in Britain & Europe 1500 - 1900
	15

	LS2500
	Forensic Biology
	15

	MD2178
	Crimewatch


	15

	PO2138
	Moral and Political Philosophy


	15

	PO2378
	The Political Economy of Drugs
	15

	SO2178
	Child Protection: Policy and Control
	15

	SO2298
	Social Selves
	15

	SO2358
	Urban Cultures
	15


Half Field students take the three core A list modules plus one module from the option B list, i.e. a total of 60 credits.

Major Field students take the three core A list modules plus two modules from the option B list, i.e. a total of 75 credits.

Minor Field students take CM2118 and CM2128 plus one other module which may be either CM2138 or a module from the option B list, i.e. a total of 45 credits.

Students who complete 120 credits at Level 2 but decide to discontinue their studies at this point are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE).

LEVEL 3

A Modules (Core)

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CM3118
	Contemporary Issues in Penology


	15

	CM3128
	Frontiers of Criminological Theory



	15

	CM3138
	Capstone  Research Project
	15


B Modules (Options)

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CM3148
	Security, Policing and the State
	15

	CM3158
	Urban Divisions and Social Disorder
	15

	CM3168
	Special Topic: Youth Justice
	15

	CM3178
	Special Topic: Mentally Disordered Offenders
	15

	EN3148
	Language as Discourse
	15

	FI3158
	Cult Films, Trash Aesthetics and Exploitation
	15

	GS3330
	Crime Patterns and Environment 
	15

	HT3438
	The Politics of Mass Murder



	15

	LS3380
	Forensic Archaeology
	15

	PO3118
	Anarchism





	15

	PO3298
	The Changing Male Order
	15

	PS3278
	Forensic Psychology
	15

	SO3118
	Knowledge, Meaning  & Morality
	15

	SO3228
	Health and Illness
	15


Half Field students take the three core A list modules plus one module from the option B list, i.e. a total of 60 credits.

Major Field students take the three core A list modules plus two modules from the option B list, i.e. a total of 75 credits.

Minor Field students take CM3118 and CM3128 plus one other module which may be either CM3138 or a module from the option B list, i.e. a total of 45 credits.
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· There is no benchmark statement relating specifically to Criminology.  The Quality Assurance Agency has made no statement concerning plans to publish one in the near future, although with 240 Criminology degree courses presently being offered at undergraduate level in the UK it is reasonable to assume that there will be moves from the subject community towards the establishment of a firmer foundation for what constitutes criminology as an academic discipline. 

· Criminology has been included within the Sociology benchmark statement in a majority of programmes and it has informed the design of the programme at Kingston. Particular reference has been made to Section 2 concerning the nature and extent of the subject, Section 4 concerning competences and skills and Section 6 concerning standards.

· The British Sociological Society’s Ethical Guidelines are the statements used by the field to inform the teaching, learning and assessment strategies concerned with research.  All students receive a copy of the Guidelines at the commencement of Level 1 that are discussed and analysed in the research modules.

· The Community-Based Learning Teamwork (CoBaLt) project sponsored by HEFCE through the Fund for the development of Teaching and learning (FDTL) provided information and guidelines for best practice in community-based learning.

· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the national Qualifications Framework for Higher Education.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher education.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The design of the learning and teaching experience for students is based upon the over-riding aim to create a sense of active and productive participation in an academic community committed to the understanding of crime related phenomena. A key element in the structuring of this experience is the building of a sense of membership in the discipline of criminology through its knowledge base, normative order and practitioner networks. This is achieved through teaching and learning strategies at all levels which enable:

· a sense of cohort identities to be developed and strengthened.

· real life applications of subject specialisms.

· the development of independent learning skills.

The first year experience is regarded as particularly important in terms of providing a strong study skills basis through the Introduction to Criminology module (CM1118) which has an embedded skills agenda and is delivered in small group weekly study sessions managed by academic advisors drawn from the field teaching team. Additional support through a system of referrals is available from the Academic Skills Centre.

Emphasis is placed upon providing a mutually supportive learning environment through the development of research teams doing extended fieldwork in the Ethnography Module (CM 1128) and working together under close supervision to make a collective presentation.

There is a balance between face to face lecturing and Blackboard based delivery, where video streaming allows for the sharing of seminar discussions across groups and can provide further impetus to discussion boards. Three hour workshops are used to integrate practical computer lab sessions with discussion and writing exercises.

At level 2 there is a greater emphasis upon self directed learning through the teaching of more refined uses of bibliographic and secondary data sources and the supervision of a specialised case study. Community-based learning is a developmental model of learning with a steep learning curve in which students move from a basic descriptive understanding to an appreciation of organisational dynamics and the problems of the application of knowledge. Workshops for group debriefing and teaching presentational skills are supplemented by smaller more supportive tutorial sessions. Interactive lectures and presentations from practitioners and campaigners encourage the development of critical listening and debating.

A special feature of the field in the final level in Semester 2 is a capstone course (CM 3138). This provides the opportunity to synthesise learning from the whole programme, to undertake a major piece of independent research attached to a project group, to consolidate cohort identity and promote post graduation employment networks.  The Capstone module with its location in the final semester draws together the knowledge, understanding and skills of the whole programme of learning and provides an exit document of competence. 

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment strategies as a whole are designed to test learning outcomes. Consistent and constructive feedback is an integral element in the assessment strategy in so far as assessment is also a vehicle for learning.

In the field there is a balance between formative and summative assessment. At level 1 the emphasis is placed upon regular informal formative assessment in a range of modes. At level 3 there is a proportional balance in favour of summative assessment.

A wide range of assessment strategies is used in the field.  The field is responsible for careful monitoring of the quantity and timing of assessments.  The range of assessments is designed to encourage a broad range of skills and to accommodate students’ different learning styles throughout the programme.  The different assessment strategies reflect and enhance the multidisciplinary inputs to the field programme.  The team has been influenced by current pedagogic research on the relative merits of innovative assessment strategies in higher education in both the U.K. and the U.S.A.

Assessments used in the field include: 

· reports: to assess presentation and discussion of primary and secondary data.

· essays: to assess discursive writing skills and understanding of key themes in academic literatures.

· presentations: to assess communication skills through verbal, audio or visual accounts of academic topics and research work.

· exhibitions:  a flexible assessment to allow for a range of creative approaches to an academic topic specifically geared to the engagement of a wide audience from the community.

· portfolios: a collection of staged pieces of work to demonstrate progression in competences and understanding in the field of study.

· briefing papers: to assess students’ ability to:

· identify the audience they are writing for.

· be aware of the policy agendas their audience is working towards.

· identify general principles and issues raised in the particular case.

· identify and evaluate evidence underpinning claims.

· summarise and make recommendations for policy decisions.

· field journals: to assess research skills with particular reference to observation and reflexivity within a live setting.

· book reviews: to assess critical and analytical skills in academic writing and active reading.

· unseen examinations: to assess breadth of knowledge and application of understanding to specific questions and to assess the ability to write coherently and concisely under conditions of time constraint.

· open-book examination: to assess the same skills as for an unseen examination but with an emphasis on depth as well as breadth of knowledge.

· multiple choice tests: to assess the ability to identify and select appropriate responses to specific questions covering a wide range of course materials.

· major project reports: to assess the ability to plan, operationalise and write up a substantial, focussed piece of academic work and to assess the ability to construct and sustain a defensible thesis.

I.

ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

Either

180 points at AS/A2 level (depending on the chosen field combination), including a minimum of two 6- unit awards at A level or equivalent. General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject when it is one of three 6–unit  awards.

And

GCSE Grade C in Mathematics and English 

Or

Equivalent qualifications and experience. Applicants from the following backgrounds are also encouraged to apply and where appropriate will be interviewed:

· Mature students with prior relevant experiential learning.

· Mature students with non-traditional qualifications.

· Students passing Approved Access courses.

· Students passing BTEC.

· International students with relevant and comparable qualifications.
2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field

Typical entry qualifications are expected to be:

· a minimum of 220 points (depending on chosen combination), including a minimum of  two  6-unit awards at A Level or equivalent.

· GCSE Mathematics and English grade A-C.
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Graduates in criminology have many career opportunities either directly related to their field of specialism or more generally to their knowledge and skills across policy fields.

· The field provides students with both the academic and practical experience to enable them to go on to professional training and career paths in a range of traditional areas connected with criminal justice systems. These areas would include the police, probation, the prison service, youth justice and harm minimalisation programmes.

· Criminologists with a comparative analytical background are increasingly in demand from a range of international advocacy organisations.

· Because of the strong research emphasis in the curriculum, graduates will be well placed to join independent and governmental policy/research units as well academic institutions.

· First degrees in criminology are well matched by provision at postgraduate level of forensic and criminal justice studies.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

· The following fields contributing modules to the programme have been subject to QAA  Reviews and achieved the following results:

Economics: 



21 points (2001)

Geography and Earth Sciences: 
Satisfactory

Geology:



Excellent

Languages 



21 points (1995)

Life Sciences: 



24 points (2000)

Politics: 



23 points (2000)

Sociology 



21points (1996)

· The Psychology field contributing a specialist elective in Forensic Psychology is awaiting accreditation from the British Psychological Society.

· The School of Life Sciences contributing the forensic science modules is accredited by IBMS.

· Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through:

module evaluation questionnaires.

External Examiners’ moderation and reports.

module logs.

· Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through:

annual course monitoring through subject logs. 

faculty course review and Quality Assurance.

periodic field review.

L. 
Variants

None
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