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B.
Features of the Field



1.
Title: 



Master of Arts in Architecture (Thinking Building)


Type of Field:
Full Field

2.
Modes of Delivery:




Full- and Part-Time modes

3.
Features of the Field:

The fundamental premise of the MA Architecture: Thinking Building is that a proper understanding of contemporary architectural practice and its dilemmas requires a thorough understanding of history and its interpretation through philosophy and critique. Rather than accepting the autonomy of 'theories', and their distinction from the process of 'history', this course proposes a critical and synthetic approach. The informed, hermeneutic study of a wide framework of ideas is dialectically brought to bear upon architecture. This integrated approach is a rare occurrence in the existing range of similar courses in the country, which adds to its distinctive character. 

The MA Architecture: Thinking Building engages with discourse as an essential part of the project of making architecture. Although it can be taken as an entirely text-based course, culminating in a written dissertation, it offers students the unique option of conducting the research component of their study through making of original artefacts, accompanied by the relevant critical/interpretative texts and materials. The course requires of all students to achieve a high level of understanding of the historical and philosophical background of architecture, which occurs in the taught part of the course, in order to enable a sustained and in-depth reconsideration of practice, which takes place in the research part of the course. The research part of the course is introduced through the Research Contexts in Architecture module, and research proper takes place in the Thesis Proposal and Thesis modules. The thesis can be either a 20,000 word Master’s dissertation or (an) original 2-D or 3-D artefact(s) of Master’s level complexity and skill, accompanied by a critical essay and portfolio.
The first taught part of the course consists of a series of lectures and seminars that aim to establish the fundamental role of historical understanding in all cultural activity, and to serve as a focused, systematic and critical investigation of the history of ideas and its intrinsic relationship with the production of architecture. More specifically, this part of the course provides a critical mapping of the development of architecture from antiquity to modernity consolidating its relevance to the contemporary situation, through the examination of major turning points – such as the Greek polis, Alberti and the emergence of the architectural treatise, Durand and the triumph of method over meaning, etc. This series of critical investigations relies on the fundamental dialogue between the specific and the general – the idea and the worldview, the work and its context – in order to promoted a situated, and therefore legitimate understanding of the issues.  

The second taught part of the course engages with philosophical and critical discourses of the last hundred years, in order to investigate in depth the issues confronting architecture in modern culture.  The aim here is to analyse and critique the problematic nature of architecture in the contemporary world and to begin articulating possibilities of overcoming it.  The investigations in this series are laid out thematically, starting with the ontological exploration of dwelling as a primary condition of our being, continuing through an investigation of key issues composing the framework of architecture in our times, and ending with a specific look at possibilities for a situated, communicative contemporary architecture.

The ambition of the MA Thinking Building is to provide a leading intellectual edge to the teaching of architecture at Kingston University, which complements the School’s rigorous design ethic and its investment in history and theory throughout its courses. It also forms the basis for postgraduate research and programmes such as the MA by Research, MPhil and PhD. 

C.
Educational Aims of the FIELD


The overall aims of the MA Architecture: Thinking Building are:

· to situate architecture in the realm of culture as a crucial and primary phenomenon;  to challenge the autonomy of prescriptive 'theories' and to propose, instead, the study of a wide framework of ideas as they dialectically bear upon the making of architecture;

· to convey the fundamental role of historical understanding in all cultural activity, and to serve as an extended introduction to the history of ideas and their intrinsic relationship with the production of architecture;

· to make specific study and attempt the reconciliation of the tension between contemporary practice and theoretical investigations.  To those in architectural or other design practice it offers an interlude of learning and reflection, where the student can take a critical distance from his/her own work in order to improve it;

· to be a forum for examining and debating contemporary architectural issues, locating them within the historical and broader cultural framework necessary for their full understanding.
· to offer the option of conducting the research element of the course through either a written dissertation or an original artefact made by the student, with accompanying critical essay and portfolio.


Within this framework the course's specific aims are:

a)
to address current educational and career opportunities by:

· offering an appropriate space outside the professional arena in which to acquire new intellectual and practical skills and historical/philosophical  knowledge;

· offering wider access to a higher level degree by encouraging opportunities for non-vocational students to participate in architectural education at this level;

· offering challenging research-based study through different means and media, in a stimulating post-graduate environment;

· fostering and supporting the particular skills of each student within the course framework and directing their individual study towards personally-defined goals. 


and

b)
to generate new directions in architectural practice by broadening the horizons of the discipline through advanced critical investigations as well as contact with other related disciplines.

D.
Learning Outcomes (Objectives) of the FIELD

The objectives should be read in conjunction with the learning outcomes for each module as set out in the Module Directory.

The overall objectives for the MA Architecture: Thinking Building are:

· to demonstrate the integration between historical, philosophical and technical interpretations of architecture; 

· to demonstrate the intrinsic relationship between intellectual/discursive and creative/technical skills for designers;

· to demonstrate a future career direction through the learning acquired on the course.


More specifically:

1.
Knowledge and Understanding 

Upon successful completion of the course students should be able to:

· demonstrate a systematic understanding and a critical awareness of the cultural, historical and philosophical context in which architecture is situated;

· demonstrate a critical awareness of the intrinsic relationship between architecture and culture, and the relevance of historical/philosophical investigations to practice; 

· critically evaluate current research and advanced scholarship in architectural history and theory;

· evaluate methodologies and develop critiques and, where appropriate, propose new hypotheses and interpretations;

· structure and present original arguments pertaining to the history, philosophy and critique of architecture; 

2.
Cognitive Skills


Upon successful completion of the course students should be able to:

· conduct sustained, in-depth, original academic research;

· evaluate and interpret critically a wide-ranging body of works, information and ideas relating to architecture;

· demonstrate originality in the composition and articulation of their ideas to their best advantage, both orally and in writing;

· continue to advance their knowledge and understanding to a higher level – such as in the pursuit of a doctorate.

3.
Practical Skills
See Communication and Research &  Information Literacy under Key Skills below.
4.
Key Skills

The following key academic and employability skills are embedded within the curriculum, enabling students to take a structured approach to their personal development planning (PDP). Students are encouraged to identify gaps in their academic and employability skills (through completion of skills audits or reflection exercises) and to accept personal responsibility for documenting, action planning and developing their skills. 

Upon successful completion of the course students should be able to:


a.
Self-awareness skills
· demonstrate an ability to work independently at a level compatible with that of a master’s graduate;

· demonstrate an ability to manage themselves efficiently and effectively in relation to their time and work effort;
· Recognise their own academic strengths and weaknesses, reflect on their performance and progress and respond to feedback;
· Take responsibility for their own learning and plan for and record their own personal development


b.
Communication Skills

· communicate at the highest level of academic competence through texts, whether written or verbally presented;

· prepare and deliver oral presentations with confidence and competence;

· read and integrate material from a variety of visual and written sources.


c. 
Interpersonal skills

· Work well with others in a group or team

· Work flexibly and respond to change

· make effective contributions to collaborative and group work and discussions and make concessions to reach agreement

· Discuss and debate with others Give, accept and respond to constructive feedback

· Show sensitivity and respect for diverse values and beliefs

d.
Research and Information Literacy Skills

· use verbal and written communication methods (including the use of illustrations) and appropriate media (word-processing software, powerpoint, etc) to represent complex intellectual arguments to their best advantage and at the highest level of academic competence (referencing etc);

· use the World Wide Web for research and information retrieval; 

· undertake library searches using both manual and electronic means;

· Critically evaluate information and use it appropriately; 

· Apply the ethical and legal requirements in both the access and use of information

· Show understanding of research method, such that they can undertake open-ended tasks independently

· Prepare responses to set tasks by independent investigation including appropriate and competent use of literature searching

e.
Numeracy Skills
· use and interpret quantitative data with confidence and as appropriate


f.
Management and leadership Skills
· Determine the scope of a task (or project).

· Identify resources needed to undertake the task (or project) and to schedule and manage the resources

· Evidence ability to successfully complete and evaluate a task (or project), revising the plan where necessary

· Motivate and direct others to enable an effective contribution from all participants


g.
Creativity and Problem Solving Skills
· View problems from a range of perspectives to find solutions to problems

· Imagine, create and exploit ideas

· Work with complex ideas and justify judgements made through effective use of evidence

E.
FIELD Structure

Modularity

The course is designed to comply with the University’s Postgraduate Regulations (PR).  Each student will study a total of the equivalent of twelve modules and there will be no Level 6 modules contributing to the programme.

The course is semesterised and follows the University’s standard pattern of delivery with some exceptions.  For students following the part-time route the workload will be a minimum of 1.5 and a maximum of 3 modules per Semester. The 3 modules of the Dissertation will be studied outside the standard 30 week envelope.  For students taking the course on a full-time basis the normal period of study will be 48 weeks.  For students on the part-time route the usual time commitment will be 78 weeks (one standard year and one 48 week year).

It follows that the exceptions to the normal pattern of study are that:

· students will undergo induction prior to the normal start of the Academic Year;

· research modules may be undertaken in part during vacation periods; and

· the Dissertation study will primarily take place outside the normal Semesters (i.e. a shadow Semester will operate over the Summer vacation period).


CATs Rating

The programme has been designed to accord with the Credit Accumulation and Transfer System agreed by the Academic Board.  Each module therefore has a credit rating of 15 points.  The exception is the Dissertation Module which is a triple module rated at 45 points.  Students will accumulate a total of 180 credits to qualify for the Master’s award.  Students leaving the programme with lesser credits may be eligible for either a Postgraduate Certificate or Postgraduate Diploma, at the discretion of the Programme Assessment Board.

FIELD CONTENT


CORE MODULES (all of the following)

	LEVEL 7

Module Code

ARM901

ARM902

ARM903

ARM907

ARM908

ARM909


	Module Title 

History & Theory

Philosophy & Critique

Seminar Presentation

Thesis Proposal

Thesis

Research Contexts in Architecture


	Credits

30

30

15

15

45

15


	Pre-requisite

Course Entry

Requirements

 



OPTION MODULES (two of the following)

	LEVEL 7

Module Code

ARM508

ARM509

ARM812
LDM604

ARM603
	Module Title 

Computing for Design

Material Resolution

Conservation and Heritage

Landscape and Urbanism Theory

Context of Sustainability
	Credits

15

15

15

15

15


	Pre-requisite

Course Entry

Requirements




As the pattern of delivery of Master’s level courses from within the Faculty of Art, Design & Architecture becomes available, other Modules which can be taken as Option Modules may be identified.  Care will be taken to ensure that the choice of such modules will not detract from the overall academic coherence of this programme. 
Awards

Postgraduate Certificate

the postgraduate certificate will normally be awarded:

1.
to students as an exit award

or

2.
to students wishing to enrol for a limited programme of modules as part of a structured CPD plan

In order to be eligible for the award of postgraduate certificate a student will have successfully completed 4 core taught modules (ARM901 and ARM902) – a total of 60 credits.

Postgraduate Diploma
In order to be eligible for the award of Postgraduate Diploma a student will have successfully completed 6 Core taught modules (ARM901, ARM902, ARM903 ARM909), plus 2 Option modules – a total of 120 credits.

Master of Arts Degree

In order to be eligible for the award of Master of Arts a student will have successfully completed 6 Core taught modules, 4 Research modules and 2 Option modules – a total of 180 credits.

F.
 Field Reference Points

· The awards made to students who complete the course comply fully with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications

· All the procedures associated with the field comply with QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education

G.
Teaching and Learning Strategies

The modules are delivered using a range of techniques appropriate to the particular study material.  The intention is that the student learning experience will build on the fact that all those entering the programme have graduate skills and will be independent pro-active learners.  

For this reason, and due to the nature of the material, the aim is not to try and teach students in a prescriptive manner.  Rather, the learning philosophy is that the student should be engaged through research and participation and should challenge, through the medium of discussion, presentations and seminar papers, the issues that lie at the core of each module.  

The strategic approach has been to develop a delivery strategy that places students at the heart of the process.  For this reason, the formal lecture time of the core modules has been kept to a minimum, with increased emphasis on student-led activity – comprising of student-led seminars, workshop sessions, work presentations and independent guided study.

For each of the modules, with the exception of the Thesis, and its Proposal modules, introductory lectures will be used towards the beginning of the Semester and the strategy is to optimise the use of external and guest lecturers.  As the Semester progresses the emphasis will shift to student-led work.

The approach to teaching and learning methods has been guided by the following intentions:

to use lecture presentation to introduce new material, concepts and theories.  They will normally be backed up with hand-outs and reading lists;

· to ensure that such lecture periods are as effective as possible in terms of their duration and presentation and the guidance given to students on preparation and consolidation;

· to use workshop inductions and other workshop-based sessions to introduce new material, skills and possibilities for further research. These will normally be backed up with supporting material in the form of hand-outs and reading lists;    

· to provide opportunities for explanation and debate, to assist the development of understanding and critical judgement, through seminar work and other inter-active sessions;
· to provide tutorial support for the learning process as required;
· to encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning and to foster their independence and sense of exploration consistent with Master’s level work;
· to encourage the use of appropriate IT, and other learning resources; and
· to promote the ability of the student to gather information from a wide range of sources, engage with ideas critically and synthetically, work both under pressure and reflectively, communicate effectively through written and spoken word, and the design and making of artefacts.

To these ends each module divides the contact into formal and semi-formal tuition based on the perceived needs of the average students and the needs of the module content.

Although there will be some variations, it is proposed that for each module the maximum allocated contact time will normally be no more than 30 hours, with an expectation that students will undertake directed or self-led learning additionally; with a total expected student commitment of around 150 hours per module.  The normal teaching contact time, including the balance between types of activities are given in each module descriptor, and will be developed in the relevant Module Guide.  It is anticipated that the teaching pattern in a typical week will be two days for full-time students, and one day for part-time. 

The pattern to be adopted for each module is set out within the module templates (see the Module Directory). 

The choice of module tuition modes has been made to take account of the content of the module, the aims of the scheme, the nature of the students and the requirements to encourage and develop self-learning and other common or transferable skills.  The teaching and learning methods will be kept under review via the Course Log process.

Although each module is considered on an individual basis, having cognisance of the nature of the material to be taught and the skills to be developed, some homogeneity of approach is important in order that parity of student experience can be assured.  Therefore, a series of standard models act as guides to the individual module learning and teaching strategies.  Modules are designated as either: 

· Standard;  or

· Student-centred

Standard delivery modules

Standard delivery modules are those which require students to grasp intellectual concepts and reinforce their understanding by extensive reading, group discussion and critical argument.  Typically these are the taught modules. For these modules, formal lectures are effective means of imparting concepts and seminars are used for debating and analysing the concepts.  For these modules, typical contact will be one lecture and one seminar for each teaching week, 2 hours in total per week.

Student-centred modules 

Student centred modules are research-oriented and they are, predominantly, those of the Dissertation.  For these modules there is some scheduled group contact time, together with individual tutorials.  Typically, the formal contact time will not equate to more than an average of one hour per week. 

The Role of Learning Methods
The teaching and learning strategies employed in the MA: Thinking Building course are considered commensurate with the higher level of knowledge and experience of the students entering the course and are therefore designed to emphasise self-direction, self-motivation and student-centred learning. 

The major strategies employed are listed below:

Lectures and Seminars

Tutorials

Individual Study

Interdisciplinary collaboration both inside and outside Kingston

Links with Practice

Lectures and Seminars 

Lectures and seminars are organised into two complementary fields of study, offered consecutively throughout the academic year. They are intended to form the taught core of the course, setting the historical and intellectual ground which supports each student's individual work. 

Lectures
Lectures, normally of no more than one hour in duration, will be delivered to an entire course cohort with the intention of pointing up the major considerations in a particular area of knowledge and stimulating thought.  Wherever possible they will have a strong visual element.  Students will be issued with reading references for each lecture, which they will be expected to undertake in their private study time in order to prepare for that lecture and to amplify its intellectual benefits.  Essentially the lecture acts as an interpretative backbone around which students organise their own learning.  Lectures are also useful in dealing with areas that are documented in a fragmentary or incomplete way.

Seminars
These may be a) staff-led or b) student-led and take the form of a structured discussion amongst smaller groups of students (normally not exceeding 10 students) on a specific question/issue.  Staff-led seminars will involve an introductory paper by a member of staff who will then direct discussion amongst students.  Staff led seminars will be more commonly used in the early stages of the course while students may be still relatively unsure about different teaching techniques and lacking in background knowledge.  Student led seminars will take the form of an introductory paper presented by the student who will then organise the discussion amongst the other participating students.  Additionally, students will be asked to give seminars on the subject of their dissertation work, to encourage exchange and dialogue amongst the student body itself, to share information and to improve communication skills. Student led seminar work will form part of the assessed coursework programme.
Both types of seminar require self-organised learning on the part of the student in order to gain a thorough understanding of the topic of debate and to participate in the discussion.  The student led seminars clearly require a considerable input from one student (or occasionally pairs or groups of students) and the careful preparation of subject matter.  Such learning methods allow students to develop not only a detailed understanding of one issue but also the ability to handle discussion and to present issues in a clear and coherent fashion.
Tutorials

One-to-one tutorials between student and their designated supervisor are intended as the primary guiding mechanism for each student's individual study and research activity (see below).  They provide a regular opportunity for exchange of ideas and dialogue on all matters relating to the course.  They are also intended as an informal opportunity for the students' progress to be assessed in-between formal assessment dates. The personal tutor will also be responsible for the pastoral care of each student and will provide front-line guidance for student problem areas.  In areas of academic concern the student may also obtain tutorial support from the appropriate module leader.
Individual Study and Research

Students are expected to engage in self-directed study and research in the pursuit of the course's aims and objectives, and specifically to inform and develop their dissertation.  During the course, this activity will be monitored and guided primarily through tutorials, as well as through the seminar-presentations of the students' work. 
Interdisciplinary Collaboration both inside and outside Kingston

Students' investigations may take them into areas of study and expertise provided by other departments within the Faculty of Design, the wider University or indeed extra-mural academic departments.  Where this is the case the student will be strongly encouraged and directed to forge cross-disciplinary and inter-university contacts.
Links with Practice

Since it is envisaged that students, in the part-time mode in particular, will have close links with practice, it is entirely conceivable that they may wish to investigate aspects of it as part of their coursework.  Such initiatives will be encouraged and guidance will be given to the students to ensure their investigations are supported by the appropriate theoretical/ interpretative background. 
The Role of Research

Research plays a central part in the MA Architecture: Thinking Building.  The nature of the course's aims and objectives requires a serious involvement with this mode of study, which is incorporated in varying degrees in most elements of the curriculum (for all the following see the Module Description Document): 
There is a dedicated module – Research Contexts for Architecture – which intends to introduce students to the scope, strategies and methodologies of research. Both the History and Philosophy & Critique core modules are assessed through work which requires research. Further general principles for this, as well as specific guidance, is given on a one-to-one basis in the weekly tutorials. The Thesis Proposal and Thesis Modules are supported by further tutorials and seminars in that direction, while the main body of work is self-directed, thus providing the student with an opportunity to complete a major graduate research project.
It is the programme's aim that, upon successful completion of the course, students should be in a position to proceed onto a course of studies involving research of the highest level.
H.
Assessment Strategies

A range of assessment methods is adopted for the course, both formative and summative, according to the aims of the modules and in order to assure the overall learning outcomes.  The purpose of assessment is to:  

· enable judgements to be made in relation to student progress and achievement, mapped against modular learning outcomes; 

· provide a mechanism whereby the student receives feedback; and

· provide tasks which promote student learning, both individually and, by project and group work, collectively.


In deciding which methods to adopt the following guiding criteria are used: 

· Each student should be presented through the course with a range of types of assessment vehicle both to provide variety mapped to module learning outcomes, thereby ensure that the relevant skills and knowledge base are assessed;

· At the master’s level, although the acquisition of knowledge is important, it is not considered that for any module the over-riding aim should be to test such knowledge by closed examination.  Accordingly; as knowledge application is of greater importance the production of referenced research texts, on one hand, and of seminar presentations, on the other, will be favoured, as they are appropriate to test the development of research and interpretative skills;

· Assessments should become increasingly research-orientated as students progress through the course and develop greater depth of knowledge and understanding and independent of thought;

· Where more than one assessed task is set for each module, the marks will be aggregated according to the weightings given in the Module descriptor and the module mark will be the weighted average. Where it is considered essential that each task is passed, the module descriptor will make this explicit;

· Wherever possible assessment workloads will be designed such that the student is required to undertake a sustained programme of work throughout the academic year;


To ensure good practice the following process issues will be adopted:

· All tasks will be set with explicit assessment criteria given to the student and written feedback will be supplied to each student;
· All students will be expected to adhere to stated timetables for assessment submission.  Work submitted late will bear a penalty unless the Module Assessment Board accepts submitted and evidenced mitigation circumstances.
· In the interests of fairness, staff will adhere to all work hand back dates.  Work will not be returned earlier than the set date, unless all students have submitted their work.

Module Assessment Methods

Each module will be individually assessed in the form detailed on the module descriptor.  The methods of assessment are judged against the module aims and content and with due regard to both overall volume of student assessment and the variety of methods used throughout the course scheme.  The need for variety is significant, the aim being to allow students to develop different skills and learning methods.  

The forms of assessment will consist of:

· Assignments:  Assignments comprise a variety of forms of individual or continuous assessed work - essays, seminar presentations, conference papers.  The assessment medium will be decided by module leaders with due regard to the overall assessment pattern of the course.

· Thesis:  The Thesis is a either a 20,000 word master’s dissertation or (an) original 2-D or 3-D artefact(s) of Master’s level complexity and skill, accompanied by a critical essay and portfolio. The process of choice will be closely monitored by academic staff and consent to proceed must be obtained to ensure that the work is suitable for the course's objectives.

· Formative assessments: These can comprise a variety of methods.  They do not form part of the module’s formal assessment.  However, they will be very important learning vehicles as they supply feedback to students on their progress.  They also enable staff to highlight strengths and weaknesses of each student.

A programme of the assessment methods for each module will be published at the beginning of each academic year for the relevant modules.


Assessment Regulations for Awards

The MA Architecture: Thinking Building will be subject to the Standard University Regulation.  All arrangements for assessment and progression and for appeals are as stated in the regulations. There will normally be two External Examiners associated with the programme, who will be appointed in accordance with the University Regulations.

I.
Entry Qualifications

Minimum Entry Qualifications

Applicants should either have a good BA (Hons) or BSc (Hons) degree in a related discipline or alternative qualification or expertise. 

Applications are considered initially on the basis of the information contained in their application forms including their academic references.  Additionally to the standard application form of the University, the applicants to this MA will have to submit a 500 word text on their reasons for choosing this particular course.  If required to do so, candidates will be requested to attend an interview.

International students will be expected to produce evidence of English language competence of the following level (or equivalent): British Council International English Language Testing Service (IELTS Test) with a score of 7; Cambridge Certificate of English Proficiency (Grade A or B); GCSE/GCE O-level English Language (Grade B or above).

Typical Entry Qualifications

The course is addressed to a wide range of candidates. Architecture graduates – from Part II to experienced professionals – as well as graduates of any other discipline with a consistent interest in architecture are welcome to apply. The successful applicant will have a demonstrable understanding of architectural discourse, a high level of literacy, and an interest in engaging with a broad spectrum of challenging texts.

Admission with Advance Standing

This scheme is operated with recognition of the principles of Credit Accumulation and Transfer.  Thus, an applicant's prior qualifications and learning will be recognised and may lead to these being accepted as fulfilling some of the requirements of an approved programme.  For this programme in no event will a student be granted exemption from more than one-third of the total programme.  
Where a student wishes to apply for admission with advanced standing consideration may be given to prior experiential learning in consultation with University APEL scheme.

Students who have successfully completed the Kingston Diploma in Architecture (RIBA Part II) and who have been accepted to the MA: Architecture Thinking Building, may be exempt from the taught and optional provision of the course, only requiring to complete the Thesis Proposal and Thesis modules (ARM907 & ARM908, total of 60 CATS points)

J.
Career Opportunities


The course is addressed to all those who want to enhance their understanding pf architecture beyond qualification. It is of immediate relevance to all architects – from post-Part I to mature practitioners – who realise the necessity of situating their practice in a rigorous and meaningful intellectual framework. At the same time, this course is an essential basis for all those – architects or not – who want to pursue work in architectural publishing, teaching and research. Successful graduates of the MA Thinking Building could be offered the opportunity to continue their work at MPhil or PhD level at Kingston.
K.
Indicators of Quality

· External examiners have been consistent in their praise of the quality and relevance of the course.

· All tutors on the Course are research active at a national or international level and contribute to the Faculty’s research centres.  Their fields of expertise are wide-ranging but complementary, providing a broad and coherent basis for excellent support of postgraduate and research students.

L.
Approved Variants from the PR

None
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Mapping of the Field Learning Outcomes – MA Architecture: Thinking Building 

	FIELD LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ARM901
	ARM902
	ARM903
	ARM907
	ARM908
	ARM909

	KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrate a systematic understanding and a critical awareness of the cultural, historical and philosophical context in which architecture is situated
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Demonstrate a critical awareness of the intrinsic relationship between architecture and culture, and the relevance of historical/philosophical investigations to practice
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Critically evaluate current research and advanced scholarship in architectural history and theory
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Evaluate methodologies and develop critiques and, where appropriate, propose new hypotheses and interpretations
	SF
	SF
	F
	F
	SF
	SF

	Structure and present original arguments pertaining to the history, philosophy and critique of architecture
	SF
	SF
	F
	SF
	SF
	SF

	COGNITIVE SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conduct sustained, in-depth, original academic research
	F
	F
	F
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Evaluate and interpret critically a wide-ranging body of works, information and ideas relating to architecture
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Demonstrate originality in the composition and articulation of their ideas to their best advantage, both orally and in writing
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Continue to advance their knowledge and understanding to a higher level – such as in the pursuit of a doctorate
	
	
	
	F
	F
	

	PRACTICAL SKILLS 

See Communication and Research & Information Literacy under Key Skills, below.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	KEY SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SELF AWARENESS SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrate an ability to work independently at a level compatible with that of a master’s graduate;
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Demonstrate an ability to manage themselves efficiently and effectively in relation to their time and work effort;
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	SF

	Recognise their own academic strengths and weaknesses, reflect on their performance and progress and respond to feedback;
	F
	F
	SF
	F
	F
	SF

	Take responsibility for their own learning and plan for and record their own personal development
	F
	F
	F
	F
	SF
	SF

	COMMUNICATION SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communicate at the highest level of academic competence through texts, whether written or verbally presented
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Prepare and deliver oral presentations with confidence and competence
	
	
	SF
	F
	F
	F

	Read and integrate material from a variety of visual and written sources
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	INTERPERSONAL SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Work well with others in a group or team
	F
	F
	SF
	
	
	F

	Work flexibly and respond to change
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	Make effective contributions to collaborative and group work and discussions and make concessions to reach agreement
	S
	F
	SF
	
	
	F

	Discuss and debate with others Give, accept and respond to constructive feedback
	F
	F
	SF
	F
	F
	SF

	Show sensitivity and respect for diverse values and beliefs
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	RESEARCH AND INFORMATION LITERACY SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use verbal and written communication methods (including the use of illustrations) and appropriate media (word-processing software, powerpoint, etc) to represent complex intellectual arguments to their best advantage and at the highest level of academic competence (referencing etc)
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Use the World Wide Web for research and information retrieval
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	SF

	Undertake library searches using both manual and electronic means
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	SF

	Critically evaluate information and use it appropriately; 
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Apply the ethical and legal requirements in both the access and use of information
	SF
	SF
	F
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Show understanding of research method, such that they can undertake open-ended tasks independently
	F
	F
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Prepare responses to set tasks by independent investigation including appropriate and competent use of literature searching
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	NUMERACY
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use and interpret quantitative data with confidence and as appropriate 
	
	
	
	F
	F
	F

	MANAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Determine the scope of a task (or project).
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Identify resources needed to undertake the task (or project) and to schedule and manage the resources
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Evidence ability to successfully complete and evaluate a task (or project), revising the plan where necessary
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Motivate and direct others to enable an effective contribution from all participants
	F
	F
	SF
	
	
	F

	CREATIVITY AND PROBLEM SOLVING SKILLS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	View problems from a range of perspectives to find solutions to problems
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Imagine, create and exploit ideas
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF

	Work with complex ideas and justify judgements made through effective use of evidence
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF



F 
= 
Formative Assessment

S 
= 
Summative Assessment


SF 
= 
Summative and Formative Assessments

History & Theory


ARM901


30 credits





Thesis


ARM908


45 credits





Philosophy & Critique


ARM902


30 credits





Seminar Presentation


ARM903


15 credits





Research Contexts in Architecture


ARM909


15 credits





OPTION 


15 credits





Thesis Proposal


ARM907


15 credits





OPTION 


15 credits
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45 credits





Thesis Proposal
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15 credits
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15 credits








PAGE  
Page 2 of 20

