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Programme Specification

Title of Course: MA FILM STUDIES
Date Specification Produced: 2012
Date Specification Last Revised: 2004
This Programme Specification is designed for prospective students, current students, academic staff and potential employers.  It provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the intended learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.  More detailed information on the teaching, learning and assessment methods, learning outcomes and content of each module can be found in Student Handbooks and Module Descriptors.

SECTION 1:
GENERAL INFORMATION

	Title:
	

	Awarding Institution:


	Kingston University

	Teaching Institution:


	Kingston University

	Location:
	Penrhyn Road


	Programme Accredited by:


	N/A


SECTION2: THE PROGRAMME

A. Programme Introduction
The MA in Film Studies offers an opportunity to explore the rich and diverse nature of global cinema cultures from a range of dynamic perspectives. 

The programme is concerned with all that is new, vital and innovative in contemporary cinema providing an in-depth study of selected areas of contemporary American, European and World cinema. In examining these vibrant new areas you will be drawing upon insights from such diverse disciplines as history, sociology, art history, comparative studies and aesthetics and from such major intellectual perspectives as feminism, postmodernism, postcolonial theory, semiotics and psychoanalysis.
The MA in Film Studies is jointly run, and in parts co-taught, by the fields of Film Studies and Media and Communication Studies, a collaboration which ensures that students enjoy the opportunity to engage with two vibrant areas of academic fields. 

Building upon the specialist expertise and wide ranging experience of colleagues from within the fields of Film Studies and Media Studies, the Film MA is informed by staff research into a wide variety of areas, including gender and sexuality on screen, religion, philosophy and film, censorship and ideology, industry and independents in New Hollywood, as well as cinema and media in the global context.

We offer a supportive, stimulating and challenging course, which promotes a holistic and synoptic approach to film to encourage self-reliance, self-confidence and independence. 

B. Aims of the Programme
The Aims of the course are

· To offer the study of film to graduates within a taught programme and to provide research experience to enable the student to continue with further postgraduate work at a higher level if they wish.

· To create a critical and lively postgraduate experience such that the student may use this experience in their profession.

· To provide a rigorous and critical theoretical framework through which the student may engage self-critically with their chosen field.

· To provide a thorough understanding of the ways in which film reflects, contributes to and grows out of its political, social and cultural contexts.

· To enable students to acquire the necessary analytical and critical skills for an in-depth knowledge and understanding of film.

· To establish the foundations of research methods and an understanding of Film Theory and Analysis appropriate for postgraduate study, including diploma and MA levels.

· Through the addition of the Dissertation to enable the student to develop the capacity for in-depth critical research and to write a sustained and coherent 12,000 – 15,000 word dissertation on a specific topic.

C. Intended Learning Outcomes
The programme provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, skills and other attributes in the following areas.  
The programme outcomes are referenced to the QAA subject benchmarks for and the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland (2008), and relate to the typical student.

· While there is no benchmark statement relating specifically to Film Studies at postgraduate level, changes to the programme since the Validation have been informed by the undergraduate  benchmarking statement for Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies (which was published after the validation of the Film MA in 2000).
· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the national Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.
	Programme Learning Outcomes

	
	Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the course students will be able to:
	
	Intellectual skills – able to:

On completion of the course students will be able to:
	
	Subject Practical skills 

On completion of the course students will be able to:

	A1
	Demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of, and critical engagement with, the importance of theory, methodology and analysis to the study of film. 
	B1
	carry out high level research in depth using both primary and/or secondary material


	C1
	Work  both independently and with their peers, managing their time efficiently


	A2
	Demonstrate advanced knowledge of a specialised area of postgraduate research in American, European or World cinema;


	B2
	have a rigorous grasp of the appropriate theoretical and methodological issues raised by the research


	C2
	make effective use specialist film resources and conduct archival research to support oral presentations and written work


	A3
	recognise those research methods that will create a foundation for independent study at postgraduate level.


	B3
	write about their topic in its cultural and historical contexts with sophisticated understanding


	C3
	give  oral PowerPoint presentations of a high standard, including illustrations with film stills and  edited film clips 

	A4
	work independently and research in depth a topic of their choice for the dissertation;
	B4
	progress to higher research degrees including PhD


	C4
	conduct independent research at an advanced level



	A5
	Identify, synthesise and utilise current theoretical and methodological debates appropriate to the selected dissertation topic, together with the historical and cultural context; 


	B5
	devise ways in which their research may be developed professionally into the future, in terms of publications, teaching, employment, and scholarly participation in the widest sense


	C5
	present a sustained piece of original work according to appropriate professional standards



	A6
	produce a substantial piece of original and critical writing according to high professional standards.


	
	
	
	

	Key Skills

	
	Self Awareness Skills
	
	Communication Skills
	
	Interpersonal Skills

	AK1
	Take responsibility for  own learning and plan for and record own personal development
	BK1
	Express ideas clearly and unambiguously in writing and the spoken work
	CK1
	Work well  with others in a group or team

	AK2
	Recognise own academic strengths and weaknesses, reflect on performance and progress and respond to feedback
	BK2
	Present, challenge and defend  ideas and results effectively orally and in writing
	CK2
	Work flexibly and respond to change

	AK3
	Organise self effectively, agreeing and setting realistic targets, accessing support where appropriate and managing time to achieve targets
	BK3
	Actively listen and respond appropriately to ideas of others
	CK3
	Discuss and debate with others and make concession to reach agreement

	AK4
	Work effectively with limited supervision in unfamiliar contexts
	
	
	CK4
	Give, accept and respond to constructive feedback

	
	
	
	
	CK5
	Show sensitivity and respect for diverse values and beliefs

	
	Research and information Literacy Skills
	
	
	
	Management & Leadership Skills

	DK1
	Search for and select relevant sources of information
	
	
	FK1
	Determine the scope of a task (or project)

	DK2
	Critically evaluate information and use it appropriately
	
	
	FK2
	Identify resources needed to undertake the task (or project) and to schedule and manage the resources

	DK3
	Apply the ethical and legal requirements in both the access and use of information
	
	
	FK3
	Evidence ability to successfully complete and evaluate a task (or project), revising the plan where necessary

	DK4
	Accurately cite and reference information sources
	
	
	FK4
	Motivate and direct others to enable an effective contribution from all participants

	DK5
	Use software and IT technology as appropriate
	
	
	
	

	
	Creativity and Problem Solving Skills
	
	
	
	

	GK1
	Apply scientific and other knowledge to analyse and evaluate information and data and to find solutions to problems
	
	
	
	

	GK2
	Work with complex ideas and justify judgements made through effective use of evidence
	
	
	
	

	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	The range of learning and teaching strategies includes:

· Lectures and presentations, including presentations by visiting specialists

· Screenings
· Seminar discussion

· Dissertation supervision 

· Group-based and independent research



	
	 

	Assessment strategies

	The assessment strategies employed in the Fields include the following:

· Extended academic essay 

· Citation exercise

· Research proposal
· Dissertation 
· Seminar presentation with reflective write up
· Textual analysis



	
	


D. Entry Requirements
The minimum entry qualifications for the programme are:
A minimum lower second class degree in a relevant or equivalent discipline, or relevant professional experience.
A minimum IELTS score of 6.5
E. Programme Structure

This programme is offered in full-time/part-time mode, and leads to the award of MA in Film Studies.  Entry is normally at level 7 with BA-level or equivalent qualifications - but is at the discretion of the course team.  Intake is normally in September. 
E1.
Professional and Statutory Regulatory Bodies


None
E2.
Work-based learning, including sandwich programmes

Work placements are actively encouraged – although it is the responsibility of individual students to source and secure such placements.  This allows students to reflect upon their own personal experience of working in an applied setting, to focus on aspects of this experience that they can clearly relate to theoretical concepts and to evaluate the relationship between theory and practice.

E3.
Outline Programme Structure
The programme comprises of four modules, each worth 30 credit points, and the dissertation worth 60 credits.  All students take two yearlong core modules: 

FM7001 Film History, Theory and Analysis, which is an introduction to the main areas of debate in the history of film criticism. Students develop their ability to relate critical concepts to an analysis of films both orally and in writing. 

MD7003 Media and Cinema in a Global Context; taught jointly by staff from postgraduate programs of both film and media, this module explores some of the  socio-political,  cultural and ethical  issues that arise around the global circulation of media and film texts, with a particular focus on Diaspora cinemas and  emergent Asian cinemas. 
Students then choose two further areas of specialist interest, subject to availability, from  five teaching block-long validated specialist modules, focusing on Hollywood, European and World cinema. Four of the modules in the portfolio are offered each year. The rotation of some of the modules creates increased choice for part-time students.

Two option modules in the portfolio concentrate on the ideological, socio-political and  industrial contexts of contemporary  cinema: FM7002 New Hollywood – from the Mainstream to the Margins and MD7002 Freedom, Censorship and Subversion.  

Two further option modules explore issues of cinematic identity construction: FM7005 Cinematic Animals – Monsters, Beasts and Humans on Film; and FM7004 Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Cinema. A further validated option module may be offered in rotation with any of the above: FM7007 British cinema – from the 1960s to today.

In the Dissertation module, the students build on the insights and skills developed in the taught modules. This independent extensive research project will be guided and supported by one-to-one supervisory tutorials as well as small group dissertation workshops focusing on specific film-related research methods. In writing the dissertation, students demonstrate their ability to research in depth a topic of their choice, with a rigorous grasp of current theoretical and methodological debates relevant to the subject area, as well as an understanding of its historical and cultural context. 

For those interested in further research, this course provides an excellent foundation for M.Phil/Ph.D level study.

Typically a full time students will complete 180 credits  in one academic year.

All students will be provided with the University regulations and specific additions that are sometimes required for accreditation by outside bodies (e.g. professional or statutory bodies that confer professional accreditation).  Full details of the field structure, content and teaching staff will be provided in the MA Film Studies field guide. More detailed information about each module will be provided in module descriptors and student module guides.  

	Level 7  

	Compulsory modules


	Module code
	Credit 

Value
	Level 
	% 

Written exam


	% practical exam
	% 

course-work
	Teaching Block
	

	Film History, theory and Analysis

	FM 7001
	30
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	TCYR
	

	Media and Cinema in the Global Context
	MD 7003
	30
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	TCYR
	

	Dissertation


	FM 7006
	60
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	TCYR
	

	Option modules
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Pre-requisites

	New Hollywood: From the Mainstream to the Margins
	FM 7002
	30
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	Block 1
	none

	Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Cinema
	FM 7004
	30
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	Block 2
	none

	Cinematic Animals: Monsters, Beasts and Humans on Film
	FM 7005
	30
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	Block 1
	none

	British Cinema from the 1960s to today
	FM 7007
	30
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	Block 2
	none

	Freedom, Censorship and subversion
	MD 7002
	30
	7
	-
	-
	100%
	Block 2
	none

	Students exiting the programme with 60 credits are eligible for the award of PgCert
Students exiting the programme with 120 credits are eligible for the award of PgDip


F. Principles of Teaching Learning and Assessment 

The teaching/learning strategy is predicated on the notion of several principles. Underpinning the entire course, our first aim is to provide learning opportunities for the students’ understanding of the main currents in film criticism. In doing so we actively encourage students to adopt critical standpoints in relation to the various approaches in film criticism through the advanced application of one or more of the approaches to the analysis of film. Through seminars led by student discussion and debate, our aim is to develop in students the skills of analysis and synthesis both orally and in writing and to foster, with the team, an advanced understanding of current research methodologies and issues in film studies and the ways in which they relate to students’ individual research plans.
Behind the entirety of the MA is the principle of small-group seminar based teaching and tutorial support. All classes are designed to be highly interactive, predicated on student discussion. All of us on the MA, staff and students alike, a part of a community of advanced scholars, exploring contemporary developments in cinema together. Because of this focus on small-group teaching and discussion-based learning, students on the course are offered significant personal support by the teaching team. Each student is allocated a personal tutor who will be their main point of contact for any questions, issues or problems and who will be responsible for supporting the student in the transition to PG study. In addition, throughout the degree all members of the teaching team act as de-facto personal tutors to the students, offering support and advice in their own areas of expertise under the guidance of the MA course leader. This process is designed specifically to allow students to have a single point of contact but also, crucially, to become familiar, comfortable and confident with the whole teaching team and their areas of expertise. This better allows the students to make informed choices with regards to dissertation topics by having the whole team accessible to them for preliminary discussions. The ethos of this MA is very much that of a team working together in a creative and stimulating intellectual environment. To foster the student engagement with this environment, and to foster their own self-confidence, the assessment regime for each module has been designed to provide formative opportunities that allow students to practice and to receive feed forward on their performance in preparation for the summative assessment. Feedback on student progress in these areas takes the form of:

· Feedback on formative assessment to help prepare students for the formal submissions. This may take the form of: written feedback with action points; peer review; verbal feedback following presentations.

· Summative assessments are accompanied with feedback sheets providing commentary on how well the assessment met the marking criterion and offering feed forward through the provision of suggestions regarding areas in which the students might improve their skills and where they might find support in doing so. 
The core year-long modules, Film Theory, History and Analysis and Media (FM7001) and Cinema in the Global Context (MD7003) between then offer a grounding in the key skills and approaches which form the basis of the degree. In these modules students will be exposed to a number of key theoretical and critical approaches to the study of film, along with advanced practical techniques around researching, preparing and presenting work at an advanced level. In addition to basic research skills around identifying and approaching key readings, students will learn how to ‘read’ and analyse a film, and advanced techniques around archival research (both film and paper archives) and audience research. These skills are then augmented and developed through a series of specialized research led optional modules which encourage students to explore their own interests and pathway through the programme in preparation for the final dissertation.
The assessments on the taught modules have been designed to prepare students for the rigours of the dissertation; to enable them to carry out high level research in depth using both primary and/or secondary material; to have a rigorous grasp of the appropriate theoretical and methodological issues raised by the research; to write about their topic in its cultural and historical contexts with sophisticated understanding; and to present their dissertation in accordance with professional standards.
G. Support for Students and their  Learning

Students are supported by:

· A Module Leader for each module who coordinates the teaching and learning activities and can advise students on any specific questions related to the learning and assessment for the module.

· A Course Director to help students understand the programme structure.

· Personal Tutors to provide academic and personal support at all stages of study. Personal tutors are allocated when students join and, wherever possible, remain the same throughout a students’ study time. Contact with personal tutors is likely to be greatest at the start of a student’s career, however meetings are scheduled at each stage to check progress, review achievement and help students plan for the future.

· Technical support to advise students on IT and the use of software.  

· A designated programme administrator.

· An induction week at the beginning of each new academic session.

· Staff-Student Consultative Committee.

· StudySpace – a versatile online interactive intranet and learning environment

· CASE (The Centre for Academic Skills and Employability) - a substantial Study Skills Centre that provides academic skills support 

· Student support facilities that provide advice on issues such as finance, regulations, legal matters, accommodation, international student support, etc.

· Disabled student support

· Careers and Employability Service

· The Students’ Union

· An English Language Development programme for those students whose first language is not English

H. Ensuring and Enhancing the Quality of the Course

The University has several methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of its provision.  These include:

· External examiners

· Boards of study with student representation

· Annual review and development

· Periodic review undertaken at the subject level

· Student evaluation

· Moderation policies

I. Employability Statement 

Graduates from the MA Film Studies programme have gone into academia within the field of film as teachers or lecturers or continued their postgraduate study at PHD level, while others work in film related industries in a variety of areas including journalism and business and enterprise.

Our degree equips students with a range of skills which make them desirable to employers in a wide range of professions areas.  Skills such as initiative and problem-solving, teamwork, communication skills, imagination and creativity and analytical and research skills, are increasingly recognised by the working world as highly valuable in careers from customer and public relations or sales and marketing to education. The Creative and Cultural industries are major contributors to the UK’s economy and our postgraduates have the skills they are looking for. 

Employability skills and professional development are developed through the embedding of key skills within the curriculum in collaboration with Kingston University’s Careers and Employability Service. We run a number of events for postgraduate students where they can seek advice for future careers – something also available through discussions with personal tutors - get help with CVs and meet alumni working in a range of areas, while formative and summative feedback encourage students to reflect critically upon their areas of strength and areas for future development. 
J. Approved Variants from the UMS/PCF

Not applicable

K. Other sources of information that you may wish to consult

Kingston University Website: http://www.kingston.ac.uk/postgraduate-course/film-studies-ma/ 
Development of Programme Learning Outcomes in Modules

This map identifies where the programme learning outcomes are assessed across the modules for this programme.  It provides an aid to academic staff in understanding how individual modules contribute to the programme aims, and a means to help students monitor their own learning, personal and professional development as the programme progresses and a checklist for quality assurance purposes.    Include both core and option modules.
Please add columns as appropriate for both core and option modules.  
	
	
	
	Level 7
	
	
	

	
	Module Code
	
	FM7001
	MD7002
	FM7002
	FM7004
	MD7004
	FM7005
	FM7006
	FM7007

	Programme Learning Outcomes
	Knowledge & Understanding
	A1
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	A2
	F/S
	
	F/S
	F/S
	
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	A3
	F/S
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F/S
	F

	
	
	A4
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	
	
	A5
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	A6
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	Intellectual Skills
	B1
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	B2
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	B3
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	B4
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	B5
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	Practical Skills
	C1
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	C2
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	C3
	
	
	S
	S
	
	
	
	

	
	
	C4
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	C5
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	Transferable Skills
	AK
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	BK
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	CK
	S/F
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	DK
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	FK
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S

	
	
	GK
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S
	F/S


S 
indicates where a summative assessment occurs.  

F
where formative assessment/feedback occurs.  
Indicative Module Assessment Map

	Module
	Coursework 1
	Coursework 2
	Examination

	Level 
	Module Name
	Module code
	Credit value
	Core/

option
	Type of coursework
	Word Length
	Weighting %
	S/F*
	Type of coursework
	Word Length
	Weighting %
	S/F*
	Written/
practical
	Duration
	Weighting %
	S/F*

	7
	Film History, Theory and Analysis

	FM 7001
	30
	core
	essay
	3000 words
	50
	S 
	essay
	3000
	50
	S
	-
	-
	-
	-

	7
	Media and Cinema in the Global Context


	MD 7002


	30
	Core
	Critical analysis
	2000 words
	30
	S
	Essay
	3000
	70
	S
	-
	-
	-
	-

	7
	New Hollywood, from the Mainstream to the Margins

	FM 7002
	30
	option
	Essay-style write up
	4000 


	70%
	S
	
	
	
	
	Presentation
	20 mins
	30%
	S

	7
	Gender and Sexuality

	FM 7004
	30
	option
	Essay
	 5000
	70%
	S
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Presentation
	20 mins
	30%
	S

	7
	Cinematic Animals

	FM 7005
	30
	option
	Essay
	6000
	100
	S
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	7
	Freedom, Censorship, Subversion
	MD 7004
	30
	option
	Position Paper
	2000
	40
	S
	Research Report
	3000
	60%
	S
	-
	
	
	

	7
	British Cinema
	FM 7007
	30
	option
	Essay
	6000
	100
	S
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	

	7
	Dissertation 


	FM 7006
	60
	core
	Dissertation
	15000 words
	100
	S
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-


Technical Annex

	Final Award(s):


	MA Film Studies

	Intermediate Award(s):


	PgDip in Film Studies, PgCert in Film Studies

	Minimum period of registration:
	1 year full time

	Maximum period of registration:
	2 years part time

	FHEQ Level for the Final Award:


	Masters

	QAA Subject Benchmark:
	There is no benchmarking statement specific to Film Studies at Postgraduate Level

	Modes of Delivery:
	Full time/Part time

	Language of Delivery:
	English

	Faculty:
	Arts and Social Sciences

	School:
	Performance and Screen Studies

	JACS code:
	W600.  

	UCAS Code:
	n/a

	Course Code:
	HFFKPMA1FFIL

	Route Code:
	HPFIL
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