[image: image1.jpg]



Programme Specification

Title of Course: MA Criticism, Literature and Theory
Date Specification Produced: January 2013
Date Specification Last Revised:  Sept 2011
This Programme Specification is designed for prospective students, current students, academic staff and potential employers.  It provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the intended learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.  More detailed information on the teaching, learning and assessment methods, learning outcomes and content of each module can be found in Student Handbooks and Module Descriptors.

SECTION 1:
GENERAL INFORMATION

	Title:
	MA Criticism, Literature, Theory


	Awarding Institution:


	Kingston University

	Teaching Institution:


	Kingston University

	Location:
	Penrhyn Road


	Programme Accredited by:


	N/A


SECTION2: THE PROGRAMME

A. Programme Introduction
Literary and Critical Theory transformed studies in the Arts and Humanities, introducing new paradigms for understanding cultural texts and new methods of interpretation. The MA in Literature Theory Criticism aims to revive the productive conjunction of imaginative textual analyses, disciplined critical engagement and innovative theoretical enquiry in its interrogation of contemporary cultural questions. In developing an understanding of now standard and under-explored strands of theoretical writing, it will look at established and emerging patterns of thought, writing, research and practice to identify the limits and possibilities of theory’s reach and thereby to extend the current understanding of theory itself. This MA combines cutting edge theory with critical invention, exploring the cross-disciplinary force of literature as it traverses multiple media.

The MA in Criticism, Literature and Theory sets out to examine key ideas, theories and methods informing the critical analysis of texts, offering an extensive grounding in a wide range of critical approaches and a thorough development of analytical and interpretative techniques. The program combines core, specialist and interdisciplinary modules examining the key concepts and distinctive positions of the major theoretical writings of twentieth century aesthetic and cultural criticism, from Structuralism and Marxism to Heterology and Schizanalysis.  The aim is to understand the basis of theoretical engagements with all forms of culture and trace its future directions in specialized, research-led optional modules. Of the two core modules the first will test the relevance of new and older theoretical approaches to current issues and topical literary and cultural questions, examining now canonical positions in critical relationship to new developments; the second will analyze closely the techniques and assumptions of specific critical approaches in order to draw out the implications and applications integral to practices of critical interpretation. Including an element of research training, this module will offer rigorous preparation for an independently-researched dissertation and the opportunity to participate in research-led seminars conducted by international specialists in the field. Research preparation will include generic research training provided by the School (bibliographical search methods; selection of material; developing research questions) alongside seminars examining different critical approaches to issues, topics, and questions raised in theoretical texts – both published material and unpublished work in progress: looking at the conceptual, cultural and historical contexts of critical positions, seminar readings and discussion will set out to expand critical understanding and practice in assessing their broader implications, and their usefulness, coherence and limitations for the development of particular arguments and for the different aims and methods of critical analysis they offer.

Optional modules will critically explore research as it happens: specially designed, innovative options will follow a focused exploration of new strands of individual or collaborative research currently in progress. The content of these modules may change on a yearly basis, depending on the projects being conducted by staff members, but they will offer students a fresh and detailed extrapolation of a focused theme and the application and re-evaluation of appropriate critical methodologies. 
Through attending additional research events – seminars, visiting lectures, conferences – happening in the Faculty, events that are incorporated into the discussions, debates and assessment of Core Module 2 through preparatory readings and a critical journal – students will be able to participate in a broader academic environment highly pertinent to their studies and experience research and critical argument at a high level. This context will foster the program’s aim of encouraging knowledge and understanding of contemporary critical theories and practices and contribute to the development of the range of skills necessary to the production of independent and original critical research. As a result, this course provides an excellent foundation for students to pursue their postgraduate studies further at MPhil/PhD level. Students will also develop skills which are crucial not only to those professions that are traditionally associated with a high level of critical and creative abilities, such as research, teaching, arts administration, writing and the creative industries. In addition, graduates of this degree will leave in possession of a number of more generic, transferable skills, including high levels of critical and analytical skills, strengths in presentation, both oral and written, and well tested capacities to work in groups and on individual projects.

B. Aims of the Programme
The main aims of the field are to:
· Provide students with a broad knowledge and in-depth understanding of key theories, concepts and debates in literary and critical theory;

· Develop the critical and analytical skills necessary to engage with and examine a range of complex theoretical  positions and literary and cultural texts;
· Foster students’ ability to develop general skills, both in seminar discussions, independent research and in individual written work of interpretation, analysis, criticism and argument.

· Evaluate and apply interdisciplinary approaches to texts, criticism and theory.
C. Intended Learning Outcomes 
	Programme Learning Outcomes

	
	Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the course students will be able to:
	
	Intellectual skills – able to:

On completion of the course students will be able to:
	
	Subject Practical skills 

On completion of the course students will be able to:

	A1
	· Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of Key theories, concepts and debates in a range of  contemporary literary and cultural theories;


	B1
	· Consider and critically examine advanced concepts and terminology presented in the study of literature and theory;


	C1
	· Conduct critical research and analysis work at an appropriate postgraduate level;



	A2
	· Exhibit an advanced knowledge and understanding of critical and analytical skills relating to the understanding, interpretation and transformation of literary and cultural forms;


	B2
	· Identify, locate and critically appraise secondary and primary sources as a basis for independent research;

	C2
	· Manage their own work to a professional standard;



	A3
	· Demonstrate an advanced understanding of ways to apply critical theories and concepts to cultural and textual practices;


	B3
	· Reflect critically on their own critical engagements with literary, theoretical and cultural texts.


	C3
	· Work productively and harmoniously with others in groups for research and

     presentation purposes;



	A4
	· Show extensive knowledge and understanding of key research methodologies and critical approaches in analyzing cultural forms and developing original critical projects; 


	B4
	
	C4
	· Network effectively to further their studies and their wider career aims.



	Key Skills

	
	Self Awareness Skills
	
	Communication Skills
	
	Interpersonal Skills

	AK1
	· Set a personal agenda and lead the learning process;


	BK1
	· Express field-related concepts through the written word in different contexts and formats;


	CK1
	· Communicate within the cohort by leading seminar presentations and contributing to whole class discussion;



	AK2
	· Identify ways of improving performance and contribution in group work;


	BK2
	· Express project ideas and research results in a clear manner;


	CK2
	· Work flexibly with others

	AK3
	· Recognize and address their own academic strengths and weaknesses;

	BK3
	· Review and evaluate progress;


	CK3
	· Discuss and debate with others and make concessions to reach agreement;



	AK4
	· Exercise efficient and effective self-management;


	
	· Listen and contribute to discussion raised by others;


	CK4
	· Show sensitivity and respect for diverse values and beliefs in and outside the classroom; 



	
	· Work effectively with and without supervision in advanced contexts.



	
	· Work as part of a team to produce and present work to a defined brief and reflect critically on their own performance and contribution;


	CK5
	

	
	
	
	· Use a variety of resources to communicate effectively.

	
	

	
	Research and information Literacy Skills
	
	Numeracy Skills
	
	Management & Leadership Skills

	DK1
	· Search for and select relevant and diverse sources of information appropriate to Masters level;


	EK1
	N/a
	FK1
	· Exercise effective time management;



	DK2
	· Initiate effective primary research utilizing techniques appropriate to the discipline;


	EK2
	N/a
	FK2
	· Produce work to tight deadlines;



	DK3
	· Critically evaluate information and use it appropriately and creatively;

	EK3
	N/a
	FK3
	· Formulate and manage study plans appropriate for extended periods including self-directed study;



	DK4
	· Accurately cite and reference a range of information sources to a standard that is appropriate to Masters level;


	EK4
	N/a
	FK4
	· Identify and manage resources;


	DK5
	Use software and IT technology as appropriate
	
	
	FK5
	· Motivate and direct others to enable an effective contribution from all participants.



	
	Creativity and Problem Solving Skills
	
	
	
	

	GK1
	· View problems from a range of perspectives in order to find solutions; 


	
	
	
	

	GK2
	· Conceptualize and develop ideas relevant to the field;


	
	
	
	

	
	· Work with complex ideas and justify judgments made through effective use of evidence. 


	
	
	
	

	Teaching/learning methods and strategies

	   The range of learning and teaching strategies includes

	Seminars, lectures, independent study, oral presentations, group discussion
	 

	Assessment strategies

	The assessment strategies employed in the Fields include the following:

	Critical journal, essay, annotated bibliography, research proposal
	


D. Entry Requirements
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

The following will normally be regarded as appropriate admission requirements for the course, though applicants with other kinds of qualifications will be considered on an individual basis: 

· successful completion of a certified program of study in Literature, Media, Cultural Studies or cognate subject areas (Art History; Philosophy etc), normally an upper second class honours or better undergraduate degree or its equivalent;

· relevant non-certificated learning such as attendance at short courses, continuing education courses, relevant work and life experience;

· an appropriate combination of certificated and non-certificated learning where a candidate’s first language is not English,

· advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (IELTS requirement of 6.5 overall, with a 7 in writing) or equivalent must be demonstrated as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations.

Applicants without formal qualifications will only be considered in exceptional circumstances, for example, where they are able to demonstrate significant relevant professional experience. All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfillment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

· successful completion of a certified program of study in Humanities or the Social Sciences, normally an upper second class undergraduate degree or its equivalent

Admission with Advanced Standing:
Students may be allowed to enter the course with Advanced Standing, subject to the following condition:

The maximum number of credit points awarded for admission with advanced standing will be 50% of the taught modules contributing to the exit award: no exemption will be given for the dissertation and accreditation of prior learning (APL) will be calculated on 50% of the credit for the award minus the credit for the dissertation. 

This means that APL will be set at a maximum of the following credit for each of the exit awards:

MA

            60 credits

Postgrad. Diploma
60 credits

Postgrad. Certificate
30 credits

Consideration for Admission with Advanced Standing will be based on:

· successful completion of a relevant program of certificated learning at level 7 (Accreditation of Prior Certificated Learning (APCL))

· relevant non-certificated learning at an appropriate level (Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL))

· a combination of relevant certificated and non-certificated learning at an appropriate level
Please note that advanced standing with APEL will only be considered in exceptional circumstances.

Students are required to achieve a minimum IELTS score of 6.5 (with a 7 in writing) or equivalent where English is not their first language.

Admissions procedures:
The Admissions Tutor will normally consider all applications in the first instance. Applicants who fulfil, or are likely to fulfil, the admissions requirements may be invited for an interview with the Admissions Tutor or another senior member of the course teaching team. As an alternative, applicants may be asked to complete a writing exercise designed to assess their suitability for the course. The decision regarding offers of places will be made by the Admissions Tutor or senior member of the course teaching team after interviewing the applicant. The Admissions Tutor will receive administrative support from the Postgraduate Course Administrator.
E. Programme Structure

This course is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework (PCF).  Modules are usually valued at 30 credits

The minimum requirement for a Postgraduate Certificate is 60 credits, for a Postgraduate Diploma 120 credits, and for a Masters degree, 180 credits. The awards available are detailed in section A and the requirements are outlined below.  All students will be provided with the PCF regulations and specific additions that are sometimes required for accreditation by outside bodies are outlined below and will be provided in detail for students in field handbooks.

The structure of the MA is designed to prepare students fully in the knowledge and skills needed for the completion of substantial independently-researched dissertation. The first teaching block core module covers key theoretical concepts, issues and debates, emphasizing the definition and critical re-evaluation of key ideas, positions and assumption, while the second teaching block core focuses on studying particular techniques, modes of analysis, critical approaches and generic skills required in the process of original and independent research. The two (or more) specialist options (Critical Explorations I and II – and III, IV, V, if necessary) taught in conjunction with the core modules in separate teaching blocks will supplement the focus on research with their focused explication of a research project in process. Parallel to these program-specific core and optional modules, students are offered a range of optional modules from cognate MAs in the Faculty (Literature, Media, Film, Philosophy) which allow students to develop their critical and understanding and skills and follow particular subject-based interests in cultural forms and media and critical concepts.

E1.
Professional and Statutory Regulatory Bodies


N/A

E2.
Work-based learning, including sandwich programmes

N/A

E3.
Outline Programme Structure
The degree consists of 180 credits, four modules of 30 credits each and a final dissertation of 60 credits. 

All students will be provided with the University regulations. Full details of each module will be provided in module descriptors and student module guides. 

	Level 7

	Compulsory modules


	Module code
	Credit 

Value
	Level 
	% 

Written exam


	% practical exam
	% 

course-work
	Teaching Block
	

	Critical Conjunctions: Theory at its Limits
	CL7001
	30
	7
	
	
	100%
	1 
	

	Critical Methods in Theoretical Research
	CL7002
	30
	7
	
	
	100%
	2
	

	Dissertation
	CL7000
	60
	7
	
	
	100%
	3
	

	Option modules (indicative)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	EL7004
	30
	7
	
	
	100%
	1
	

	Discourse, Power and Inequality

	LG7013
	30
	7
	
	
	100%
	1
	

	German Critical Theory
	PH7904
	30
	7
	
	
	100%
	2
	

	Students exiting the programme with 60 credits are eligible for the award of PgCert

Students exiting the programme with 120 credits are eligible for the award of PgDip




F. Principles of Teaching Learning and Assessment 

The central aim of teaching and learning is to equip students with the advanced skills, knowledge and cognitive abilities required to conduct well-informed, analytical independent research into literary, critical and cultural theory and practice. The primary purpose of seminar teaching is thus to develop students’ capacity to engage with complex ideas and to direct their own critical lines of inquiry, rather than merely to impart knowledge. Discussion of theories and analysis of case studies will be guided by the tutor, but demand a high level of student preparation, participation and peer review, both formal and informal. Self-directed study develops students’ abilities to conduct research independently and to manage time efficiently. The dissertation brings together these abilities, and allows students to develop their capacity to conduct extended research and to construct a detailed and sophisticated argument.

To achieve this, a range of teaching and learning methods are employed. In general, modules are taught through a combination of lectures and seminars involving group discussion and analysis, presentations, close readings. Lectures present an overview of a given topic area, highlighting key concepts, issues and debates. They will draw on a range of theoretical approaches, applying a variety of methodologies and perspectives to the consideration of critical issues and problems. 

Particular emphasis is given to the way the seminars are organised. The key aims are to fully encourage students to participate and discuss detailed content. They will be partly initiated by the tutor, but mostly student-led. In addition to the discussions, seminars may involve individual or group presentations where students will assess the relevance of a range of theoretical frameworks, by applying theoretical concepts and perspectives in a comparative critical way to other approaches or to the analysis of particular issues and texts These are designed to enable students to further develop a range of skills, including critical thinking/ cognitive skills, and advanced communication/ oral skills. Students will be expected to present ideas and arguments concisely, use visual aids, interact with classmates and work with others. 
Technology is used to support and enhance classroom learning.  The University VLE, StudentSpace, is used to provide additional and core readings, lecture notes, and material such as videos, web links, and other documents that extend the weekly programme.  Discussion boards are used on all taught modules to promote further engagement with ideas.  Students are encouraged to form their own study groups, and to create virtual engagement spaces to facilitate learning, through social media platforms such as Facebook. They can also engage with existing social media organisations relevant to the degree, for example the Cultural Histories @ Kingston Facebook page and Twitter feed.
Modules are assessed through a variety of formats: critical essays, oral presentations, readings journals, research proposals and presentation and dissertation. In general, the written work will form the summative assessment element for the modules. Oral work (i.e. presentations) will be both summative and formative, as students will be able to use seminar feedback in order to improve their critical skills, as well as their ability to synthesize information and present arguments succinctly and convincingly. Seminars are designed to assess the development of students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in a variety of ways, and, at the same time, to offer a set of stimulating challenges, some of which reflect demands likely to be experienced in the workplace.

The major element of the master’s course is the dissertation of 15,000 words. Students are guided in the process of conceptualizing, developing and completing their dissertation through core modules, research events and supervision. The dissertation itself will demonstrate their ability to produce a sustained piece of writing, collect and analyze empirical data from a variety of sources within a sophisticated conceptual and theoretical framework.

G. Support for Students and their  Learning

Further guidance will be available to students in the form of office hours, consultation on the preparation of individual essay topics and individual dissertation supervisors who are specialists in the field. Attendance at Faculty research events – staff seminars, visiting lectures, conferences – will be required. Students may also draw on the resources of the Faculty’s Centre for Academic Skills and Employability, which runs regular sessions specifically for postgraduate students.

Students are also supported by:

         Module leader for each module

         Seminar tutor for relevant modules

         A Course Director to help students to understand the programme structure

         Technical support to advise students on IT and the use of software appropriate to the degree

         A designated programme administrator

         An induction week at the beginning of level 7 

         Staff Student Consultative Committee

         Study-space: a versatile on-line interactive intranet learning environment

         A substantial Academic Centre that provides academic skills support throughout the academic year

         Student support facilities that provide advice and assistance on issues such as finance, regulations, legal matters, accommodation, international student support, study abroad etc

         Support for students with disabilities

         The Students’ Union

         Careers and Employability Service

All students will be allocated a personal tutor who will remain responsible for overseeing their welfare during the course of their studies.  This tutor will meet (as a minimum) with students during induction, at the end of the first teaching block, and upon release of first teaching block results.  The tutor will be informed by module tutors of any concerns regarding the student, and will arrange additional contact and/or referral to support services as appropriate.

H. Ensuring and Enhancing the Quality of the Course

The University has several methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of its provision.  These include:

· External examiners

· Boards of study with student representation

· Annual review and development

· Periodic review undertaken at the subject level

· Student evaluation

· Moderation policies

I. Employability Statement 
The purpose of MA in Criticism, Literature, and Theory is to provide a sound understanding of how a range of theories inform understandings and transformations of literary and cultural production in the contemporary world. Through academic study, students will develop a range of transferable skills desirable to employers, which will build on undergraduate skills and develop these to a higher level of proficiency, such as advanced communication skills, analytical skills, reflective self-management, rigour in critical thought, advanced-level writing and presentation, and the ability to reflect on one’s own work, write to a high standard for particular purposes and work constructively with others.

For students who are already working in a relevant field, the aim is to give them the mixture of analytical insight and relevant skills that will enable them to enhance their existing career paths. For students who would like to pursue their studies further, the aim of the course is to lay the foundations for the continuation of higher education at MPhil and PhD level. 

Graduates can follow a range of career paths, including publishing, journalism, advertising  and marketing, arts management, new media and teaching. 

J. Approved Variants from the UMS/PCF
n/a
K. Other sources of information that you may wish to consult

Development of Programme Learning Outcomes in Modules

This map identifies where the programme learning outcomes are assessed across the modules for this programme.  It provides an aid to academic staff in understanding how individual modules contribute to the programme aims, and a means to help students monitor their own learning, personal and professional development as the programme progresses and a checklist for quality assurance purposes.    Include both core and option modules.
	
	
	
	Level 7
	
	
	

	
	Module Code
	
	CL7001
	CL7002
	CL7003
	CL7004
	CL7000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Programme Learning Outcomes
	Knowledge & Understanding
	A1
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	A2
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	A3
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	A4
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Intellectual Skills
	B1
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	B2
	F
	SF
	F
	F
	F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	B3
	
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	B4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Practical Skills
	C1
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	C2
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	C3
	F
	F
	F
	F
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	C4
	S
	S
	S
	S
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Transferable Skills
	AK
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	BK
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	CK
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	DK
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FK
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GK
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	SF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


S 
indicates where a summative assessment occurs.  

F
where formative assessment/feedback occurs.  
Indicative Module Assessment Map

This map identifies the elements of assessment for each module.  Course teams are reminded that:

· There should be no more than three elements of assessment per module

· There should be no more than one formal examination per module.  

· Synoptic assessments that test the learning outcomes of more than one module are permitted

	Module
	Coursework 1
	Coursework 2
	Coursework 3

	Level 
	Module Name
	Module code
	Credit value
	Core/

option
	Type of course-work
	Word Length
	Weight-ing %
	S/F*
	Type of course-work
	Word Length
	Weight-ing %
	S/F*
	Type of Course-work
	Word Length
	Weight-ing %
	S/F*

	7
	Critical Conjunctions: Theory at its Limits
	CL7001
	30
	core
	essay
	6000
	100
	S
	Seminar presentation
	
	
	F
	
	
	
	

	7
	Critical Methods
	CL7002
	30
	core
	Critical journal
	3000
	50
	S
	Annotated bibliography
	3000
	50
	S
	Seminar presentation
	
	
	F

	7
	Critical Explorations 1
	CL7003
	30
	option
	essay
	6000
	100
	S
	Seminar presentation
	
	
	F
	
	
	
	

	7
	Critical Explorations 2
	CL7004
	30
	option
	essay
	6000
	100
	S
	Seminar presentation
	
	
	F
	
	
	
	

	7
	Dissertation Research Project
	CL7000
	60
	core
	Dissert-ation
	15000
	100
	S
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Technical Annex

	
	

	Final Award(s):


	MA in Criticism, Literature, Theory

	Intermediate Award(s):


	PG Cert
PG Dip

	Minimum period of registration:
	Full-time: min 1 year 

Part-time: min 2 years

	Maximum period of registration:
	Full-time: 2 years





Part-time: 4 years

	FHEQ Level for the Final Award:


	Masters

	QAA Subject Benchmark:
	There is currently no benchmarking statement specific to Literary and Critical Theory (Literature and Languages) at Postgraduate Level

	Modes of Delivery:
	FT/PT

	Language of Delivery:
	English

	Faculty:
	Arts and Social Sciences

	School:
	Humanities

	JACS code:
	Q300.  

	UCAS Code:
	n/a

	Course Code:
	HFFKPMA1FCRL

	Route Code:
	HPCRL


