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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution:

Kingston University

Programme Accredited by:

None
Final Award(s):
Foundation Degree (FdSc) in Historic Building Conservation
Intermediate Award(s):

None

Field Title:



Historic Building Conservation
FHEQ Level:



Intermediate
Credit Rating by level:         

120 credits Level 4
                                               

120 credits Level 5

JACS code:



K250
QAA Benchmark Statement(s):
Building and Surveying

Minimum/Maximum: 

2 years minimum full-time (day release), 
Period of Registration 

4 years maximum full-time (day release)
Date Specification:


August 2007

 

Produced/Revised
Faculty

Art, Design & Architecture 
School

Surveying 
Location:



Kingston University

Lambeth College
Industry-based

B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:
Foundation Degree in Historic Building Conservation

The field is available in the following forms:

· FdSc Foundation Degree in Historic Building Conservation
2.
Modes of Delivery


The field is offered as a full-time (day release) course.  Whilst initially the programme will be offered primarily as a normal weekly programmed semester it will also be available as part of a block intensive delivery depending on the needs of the student.
3. Features of the Field

The Foundation Degree in Historic Building Conservation is offered as a two-year full time (day release) course.
The Foundation Degree is vocational and places significant emphasis on a combination of classroom learning and practical work based skills.

Companies in the specialist area of historic building conservation will provide the training opportunities to enable students to undertake the work-based modules.  The companies will provide training in the various skills detailed in the learning outcomes and the opportunity for the students to demonstrate competence in these skills in a work environment for assessment purposes.

Students who satisfactorily complete the Foundation Degree will be eligible to progress onto an appropriate top-up honours degree, such as the BSc (Hons) Construction Management at Kingston University or the BSc (Hons) Historic Building Conservation. The BSc (Hons) in Historic Building Conservation is the recommended route.
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The main aims of the Field are to:

· provide a structured and progressive programme that enables participants to obtain a professional qualification and gain the necessary skills to meet the diverse needs of the building conservation industry;
· produce specialists in building conservation who are able to be effective in industry;
· provide the specialist knowledge which employers require and underpin it with broad-based academic learning;

· provide active links between the students academic study and work experience and to provide credit for that experience; 

· provide an academic award for learning in the field of Historic Building Conservation;
· provide a suitable progression route to an honours degree programme, and enable students to enter a life long learning curve of achievement;

· enhance the learning experience through joint delivery of the programme with an industrial partner(s);

· enable the students to communicate information in a variety of forms to specialist and non-specialist audiences and to deploy key techniques of the discipline effectively.
D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the Foundation Degree all students will be able to demonstrate an appropriate depth of knowledge and understanding of:

· the application of acquired knowledge to practical construction problems specifically in the area of historic building conservation;

· technical and non-technical subjects associated with historic building conservation;
· The techniques and materials used in the construction of buildings through the ages and the development of architectural styles in British architecture;
· The difference between ‘restoration’ and ‘conservation’ and statutory restrictions imposed on the construction industry in respect of historic buildings.
2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the field students will be able to:

· apply acquired knowledge in order to identify suitable remedial action in respect of repair works;
· apply acquired knowledge to enable effective diagnosis and proposal of solutions to repair building fabric;
· utilise an appropriate range of management tools and techniques, including information and communication technology and software, to solve problems in historic building conservation;

· assemble data from a variety of sources and discern and establish connections;

· critically analyse, evaluate and interpret evidence underpinning practice and initiate appropriate changes;

· demonstrate the ability to be independent learners.

3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the field students will be able to:

· carry out subject related practical work safely and understand safety requirements;

· undertake skilled competent, safe, evaluative reflective practice;

· use laboratory and workshop equipment for experimental investigation and evaluate data to produce useful results;
· work effectively as an individual and member of a team; 

· work effectively and safely, applying key skills to the management of individuals, with continual analysis and evaluation of outcome and appropriate modification of intervention;

· collect data effectively from an individual and evaluate and interpret findings appropriately;

· critically analyse, evaluate and interpret the evidence underpinning practice and initiate appropriate changes;

· understand and value the contributions of others;

· comply with Health and Safety regulations applying to construction;

· formally document work experience that counts towards the degree.

4.
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills to:

a.
Communication Skills

· make effective contributions to group work and discussions;

· make an oral presentation on a complex topic;

· select and extract material from primary and secondary sources;

· read and collate material from written and spoken sources;

· provide written materials in a variety of formats fit for purpose;

· incorporate images in documents, including titles, data, graphics and diagrams.

b. Numeracy

· collect data from primary and secondary sources selectively;

· evaluate and present data in suitable formats;

· select and use appropriate methods to manipulate primary and secondary data;

· record data in an appropriate format;

· be aware of issues of selection, accuracy and uncertainty in the collection and analysis of data.

c.
Information, Communication and Technology
· use appropriate ICT to present text, data and images;

· produce a complex document (e.g. project/dissertation) combining information from a variety of sources;

· search for, retrieve and store information from ICT sources;

· select appropriate on-line information and evaluate its quality;

· use on-line communication systems to send and obtain information including the University’s learning management systems.

d.
Teamwork

· review and evaluate progress of groups and collective performance;

· identify ways of improving the performance of groups and own contribution to groups.

e.
Independent Learning

· have self awareness in relation to academic and personal development (including career development);

· monitor and review own progress in relation to academic and personal development;

· have acquired research and information handling skills as the basis for further academic work and personal development.

E. FIELD STRUCTURE

The field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular Scheme. Fields in the UMS are made up of modules that are assigned to levels.

The Foundation Degree in Historic Building Conservation consists of 8 modules at Level 4 (120 credits) and 8 modules at Level 5 (120 credits).

All students will be provided with the UMS regulations and specific additions that are sometimes required for accreditation by outside bodies (e.g. professional accreditation).

FIELD CONTENTS
	LEVEL 4
Module Code

CE1410
CE1411
CE1412
CE1413
CE1414
Work Based Module

CE1415
CE1416
CE1417
	Module Title
Historic Building Bridging
Conservation and the Construction Industry

Health, Safety and Welfare
IT & Graphical Visualization
Study of Traditional Techniques
Assess Work Methods
Supervise Site Resources
Implement Health and Safety Systems

	Credits
15

15

15

15

15
15

15

15
	Pre-requisites
None

None

None

None

None
None

None

None


	LEVEL 5
Module Code

CE2410
CE2411
CE2412
CE2413
CE2414
Work Based Module

CE2415
CE2416
CE2417
	Module Title
Management Skills
Measurement and Analysis of Condition

Remedial Works
Elective Project
History of British Crafts and Architecture
Site Control
Evaluate Team Performance
Working Relationships
	Credits

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

	Pre-requisites

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

None


F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· The field has been designed to take account of QAA Subject Benchmark Statements in Building and Surveying, together with the Foundation Degree Benchmark.
· The awards made to students who complete the field comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES
A number of teaching and learning strategies are used to achieve the course aims and learning outcomes of the various modules. Specific strategies are provided in individual module descriptions.

Generally course material will be delivered by lectures and instructional techniques, whilst associated tutorials, laboratory activities and workshops are used to support and enhance the lectures. Work based activities and workshops integrate different disciplines and provide applications in the environment of historic building conservation. Transferable skills are promulgated both through specific sessions on presentation skills and report writing, and through work based activities undertaken by the student. An industrial dimension is ensured through the use of the work-based modules conducted within the construction industry.  In the work-based modules students will have the opportunity to apply knowledge acquired in the classroom to the everyday activity of working on site. Additional learning strategies include industrial site visits, and talks by external lecturers.

All students will have full access to Blackboard, the University’s on-line e-learning resource. This facility will enable students to access an extensive range of information related directly to the individual modules that comprise their course. Information includes technical material, assignment details, module guides and descriptors, course calendar, a notice board and many other features.

Each module is comprised of 150 hours. Please refer to the individual module descriptions for information relating to the teaching composition of each module. 
The work-based modules will be delivered in their entirety within the workplace.  Through their work activities, students will develop a portfolio and maintain logbooks to demonstrate their proficiency in the learning outcomes associated with each particular work-based module.  The portfolio will form a part of their assessment in the work place and will be backed up by the testimony of expert witnesses (ordinarily the student’s work’s supervisor) and observation by the teaching staff.
The responsibilities of the various parties concerned in respect of the work-based learning modules (namely, the University/College, the employer and the students) will be specified in a Learning Agreement.  
Student based learning may take a variety of forms, including using libraries to investigate topics, the Kingston University e-learning resource (Blackboard), amplifying notes taken during lectures and tutorials, and by carrying out assignments and projects generally. 

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

· General rules and regulations are contained within the Kingston University Undergraduate Modular Scheme.  

· An outline of the required assessment in any module is contained in the module description. Full details of the assessment of a module will be available in the Module Guide prepared each year for the students.

· The method of assessment is related to the learning outcome being assessed and therefore in any one module a range of assessment methods may be used.

· The weighting of individual elements of assessment within a module is detailed in the module descriptions and module guides.  Modules will be graded in accordance with the UMS.

· The student maintained Logbooks and Portfolios assembled for the work-based elements form part of the overall assessment plan. 

· The assessment of the work based modules, will as far as possible, be tailored to meet the needs of the student and their employer. Through a process of negotiation, students will maintain a workbook that corresponds to the activities that they need to demonstrate and their link to the indicative content and learning outcomes of the module. Students will be required to provide evidence that they have achieved the learning outcomes. This evidence being verified by work based assessors. Students will be required to demonstrate the integration of theory and practice in all assessment.

· The overall assessment philosophy is one of flexibility and appropriateness.
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

A minimum of 60 points from one 12-unit award or equivalent, such as a BTEC National Diploma or Certificate in a related subject, plus either GCSE (A-C) in five subjects, including English Language and Mathematics, or Level 5 in Key Skills Communication and/or Application of Number.
2. Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

One of the aims of the Foundation Degree is to combat exclusion from Higher Education and therefore it is appreciated that applicants will have a wide and diverse range of previous qualifications / experience. The entry requirements have been designed to accommodate this and to ensure the widest possible participation. Each prospective student will be interviewed and considered on an individual basis. As a guide, any applicant that has successfully completed an Engineering / Technology Foundation or Access course at an appropriate level of attainment (level3) will normally be accepted. Appropriate entry courses might include BTEC, City & Guilds, NVQ, GNVQ or vocational A levels. Applicants with a relevant A or AS level qualification at an appropriate level will also normally be accepted. Mature students, with relevant knowledge and experience but without formal entry qualifications will be considered on an individual basis. It should be emphasised that the lack of previous formal qualifications should not be seen as a barrier.
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The UK’s historic built environment is rich and diverse, providing an important sense of national identity, contributing to our quality of life and benefitting the country’s economy and education.  However, there is a skills shortage of people in the UK who are trained in the traditional building conservation work and yet there are nearly 500,000 Listed Buildings in England.  
This foundation degree aims to supplement the skills of those already working within the industry and to provide the opportunity for those already working in a construction environment to develop new skills and knowledge within the area of historic building conservation.
K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

· The School of Surveying achieved a unique top TQA score of 4 out of 4 in all aspects of the HEFCE assessment (a total of 24/24) when inspected in the last round.
· The School of Surveying hosts C-SCAIPE (Centre for Sustainable Communities Achieved through Integrated Professional Education), one of the Governments 74 flagship Centres of Excellence in Teaching and Learning

· Kingston University and the School of Surveying has an excellent record for graduate recruitment and is a partner institution of the RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors)
· The School of Construction at Lambeth College obtained a Grade 2 (Good provision) in its latest Ofsted / ALI Inspection (October 2004)

· Lambeth College was awarded a CoVE (Centre of Vocational Excellence) in May 2002.


L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

· Assessment of the work-based modules is based on the demonstration that the student has acquired a basic level of competence in the relevant assessment criteria and, as such, the work-based modules are not eligible for compensation.
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