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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD 

1. Title
The field is available in the following forms:

· BA (Hons) Creative Writing with X

· BA (Hons) Creative Writing and X

· BA (Hons) X with Creative Writing

· BA (Hons) X and Creative Writing 

where X is a second subject.  Creative Writing is available as a half field, major and minor field of study.

2. Modes of Delivery
The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time

· Part-time

3. Features of the Field

The course is designed to provide opportunities for creative writing across a variety of genres and media, embracing poetry, prose fiction and non-fiction, and writing for performance on stage, radio, screen and in song.  Core modules at every level emphasise its distinct, practice-based character and encourage reflection of a more theoretical kind on practice.  The emphasis on workshops, seminar discussion and regular peer review of students’ own writing is designed to foster a mutually supportive and inspirational cohort spirit.  This has the twin aims of drawing from and contributing to the creative community within the Faculty as well as facilitating specific writing activities.  The core field team includes a significant proportion of practitioners in creative writing.
The field is enhanced by a ‘Writers in Residence’ scheme, through which students are able to receive guidance, inspiration and advice from professional published creative writers.  The first of these Writers in Residence are Paul Bailey, Maggie Gee and American poet Jane Yeh.  Writers in Residence will conduct Master Classes and contribute directly to modules through lecture/workshops and seminars with small groups of students.  It is envisaged that individual consultation with Writers in Residence will be available to students in their final year.  Visiting Professors in the Faculty may also provide input into the field.  In addition, readings and workshops given by visiting writers provide a range of different voices and styles to extend students’ experience of approaches to writing and the variety of outputs resulting from the creative process.   

Students are encouraged to read extensively, to attend performances, readings, public lectures and other relevant cultural events.  Trips to such events will be organised, and we aim to establish a writers’ field trip for final year students.

Creative Writing can be studied in combination with the following subjects:

Applied  Economics

Business

Drama 

English Language (Applied) and Linguistics

English Literature

Film Studies 

History 

History of Art, Architecture and Design

History of Ideas 

Journalism

Media and Cultural Studies

Politics 

Psychology

Spanish

Students who wish to do so may, following consultation with the Field Leader, elect to study abroad for a semester, either in the United States at Universities with which Kingston has a reciprocal arrangement, or in Europe, through the Erasmus scheme.
C. 
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The general aims of the field are to:

· provide the opportunity for students of a wide range of backgrounds, ages, education, work and life experiences to engage actively in the study and practice of creative writing

· introduce students to a variety of writers and kinds of writing in different media, through the study of texts, plays, film, radio, television and song lyrics, and engagement with visiting writers 

· provide a programme in which students can acquire knowledge and critical understanding of the major genres of literary traditions, including experimental and contemporary practices, to inform and provide context for their own creativity

· license and nurture originality of thought and expression, encouraging students to engage with the world in a spirit of curiosity and to think creatively and divergently

· foster writing skills and techniques, and the development of ‘voice’ through extensive writing practice, peer review and workshop activities, with the guidance of published writers

· promote the ability to work with others in the generation and improvement of material, through offering and receiving constructive criticism

· foster the capacity for critical thought and the development of practices of self-reflection

· inculcate habits of self-management and students’ assumption of responsibility for their own work

· develop a range of skills desirable to employers, both general and specific, including:

· communication skills

· the ability to write clearly and succinctly

· the capacity to write in certain genres or for particular purposes and for specific audiences

· skills in editing and proofreading

· skills in organisation and the presentation of material for publication

· the ability to be self-reflective and to respond to constructive criticism

· competence in recognising and responding appropriately to the requirements of an exercise or task.

There is a quantitative rather than qualitative difference between what is offered to Major, Half and Minor Field students. Major students may benefit from the fuller breadth and depth of their programme and greater immersion in the discipline than Half and Minor Field students, and Half Field students likewise may benefit from a more extensive immersion than Minor Field students.  Students who take the Minor Field receive a solid grounding in the practice of creative writing, while those who take the Half or Major Field option have increased opportunities to practice the craft in varied forms.

D. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.   Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the field, students will have a knowledge and understanding of:

· a wide range of writing for different media (books, plays, film, radio, television, song), in a variety of genres (poetry, fiction, drama, non-fiction) and in different forms and modes, from various periods, but with an emphasis on contemporary literature 
· elements of writing, including varieties of literary and dramatic form, their potential and limitations, and specific aspects such as narrative technique, figurative patterns, diction and register
· style: what constitutes good and bad writing
· the conventions of particular genres
· a range of theoretical and aesthetic debates concerning the craft of writing and specific theoretical and conceptual concerns relating to particular genres
· aspects of their own creative activity and the strengths and weaknesses of their own writing
· the editing process 
2.   Cognitive Skills

On completion of the field, students will have developed their capacity for:

· creative and imaginative thought
· analysis of literary texts from a writer’s point of view
· literary creation: the writing of stories, poems, plays etc.
· experimental writing  

· the deployment and manipulation of conventions appropriate to specific modes or genres

· the application of strategies and techniques they have learned to their own creative writing and the use of particular literary strategies and techniques (e.g. digression, prolepsis, shifts in tense or perspective)
· the identification of ways in which a piece of creative writing might be improved
3.   Practical Skills

On completion of the field, students will have acquired skills in:

· using standard English syntax and punctuation correctly and/or transgressively

· oral presentation

· responding positively to and making use of criticism

· reflective revision: drafting, editing, rewriting

· copy editing 

· producing a sustained piece of writing suitable for publication or performance
· writing to deadlines

4. Key Skills

a. Communication Skills 

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· make effective contributions to group work and discussions

· make an oral presentation on a complex topic

· select and extract material from primary and secondary sources

· read and make use of material from written and spoken sources

· provide written materials in a variety of formats suitable for specific purposes and audiences

b. Information, Communication and Technology

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· use appropriate ICT to present text, data and images

· produce a complex document combining information from a variety of sources

· search for, retrieve and store information from ICT sources

· select appropriate on-line information and evaluate its quality

· use on-line communication systems to send and obtain information including the University’s learning management systems.

c. Teamwork

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· review and evaluate progress of groups and collective critical activity

· identify ways of improving the performance of groups and their own contribution to groups

d. Independent Learning

On completion of the field students will have acquired:

· self-awareness and the ability to monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic and personal development (including career development)

· research and information handling skills as the basis for further academic work and personal development
E. 
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Creative Writing field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular Scheme.  Fields in the UMS are made up of modules, which are assigned to levels.  Levels are increasingly challenging as a student progresses through the field.  Each level is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases).  Typically, a student must complete 120 credits at each level.  Where the field culminates in an honours degree it is the higher levels that contribute to the classification of the degree.  Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level.  Some fields may culminate in an intermediate award.  All students are provided with the UMS regulations. 

The duration of the Creative Writing programme is three years full time or six years part time.  The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks, to include examination period).  The programme has been designed to offer coherence and progression at each level and throughout the field.  At level one students are introduced to varieties of form and convention and some theoretical and aesthetic questions associated with creative writing, underpinned by an emphasis on skills in critical reading, analysis, discussion and self-reflective practice.  This introduction provides a basis of integrated elements that are continued through the more specialised modules at higher levels.  At level two students are required to work more independently in the production of a sustained piece of writing and to develop skills in editing and presentation.  In addition, option modules provide the opportunity to develop writing in particular genres.  Level three sees a wider range of more specialist modules from which students may choose according to their particular interests, in both practice-based modules and those featuring more traditional academic study in relevant areas.  Students also have the opportunity to build on the skills and experience acquired at level two, in a year-long double-weighted module devoted to the production of a major piece of writing, prepared for publication.

FIELD CONTENTS

LEVEL 1

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CW 1118
	Introduction to Creative Writing
	    15 

	CW 1128
	Experiments in Form
	    15

	CW 1138
	Writers on Writing
	    15


All three modules are compulsory for Half Field, Major and Minor Field students.  

Students who complete 120 credits at level 1 but decide to discontinue their studies at this point are eligible for a certificate of Higher Education  (CertHE)

LEVEL 2

A Modules (Core)

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CW 2118
	The Editor’s Craft
	    15 

	CW 2148
	Independent Creative Writing
	    15 

	CW2138
	Poetry Now: Reading and Writing Contemporary Poetry
	    15


B Modules (Options)

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CW 2128
	Narrative, Character and Voice in Prose Writing
	    15

	DA 2198
	Heard not Seen: Writing for Radio (1924 to the present)
	    15 



	FI 2168  
	Scriptwriting
	    15 


Half Field students take all of group A and one from the options B list (60 credits)

Major field students take all of group A plus two from the options B list (75 credits)

Minor field students take CW2118 & CW2148 plus one other module (45 credits)

Students who complete 120 credits at level 2 but decide to discontinue their studies at this point will be eligible for a Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE).

LEVEL 3

A Modules (practice based)
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	CW 3158
	Writing for Publication (year-long module)
	    30 

	CW 3118
	Get a Life: Forms of Autobiography
	    15 

	CW 3128
	Writing for Children
	    15 

	CW 3138
	Biography
	    15


	CW 3148
	Smells Like Teen Spirit: Writing for popular music
	    15 

	CW3168
	Narrative Techniques in Popular Fiction
	    15

	CW3178
	Making it New: Techniques in 20th Century Poetry
	    15

	DA 3138
	Big Ideas for the Small Screen: Writing for Television
	    15 

	DA 3158
	Scribbling and Script: Writing for the Stage
	    15 


B Modules (study-based):

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	EN3208
	Stylistics
	    15

	EL 3498
	Contemporary British Fiction

	    15

	EL 3508
	Gothic Fiction
	    15

	EL 3128
	Voices in 20th Century Poetry

	    15

	EL 3218
	Innovations in 20th Century Drama
	    15

	EL 3368
	Children’s Literature
	    15

	LG 3168
	Contemporary French Writing in Translation
	    15

	DA 3188
	De-colonising Drama
	    15

	DA 3178
	From the Ridiculous to the Sublime: Beckett and Pinter
	    15

	FI 3158
	Cult Films, Trash Aesthetics and Exploitation  
	    15

	MD 3158
	Serials and Soaps
	    15


Half Field students take: 

· Writing for Publication

· One module from list A

· One module from list A or B

Major field students take:

· Writing for Publication

· Two modules from list A

· One module from list A or B

Minor field students take:

· Writing for Publication

· One module from list A

Or

· Three modules from list A, excluding Writing for Publication

CREATIVE WRITING FIELD STRUCTURE DIAGRAM
This structure applies to both full-time and part-time students.  Full-time students will complete each level in one academic year.  Part-time students will normally complete each level over two academic years.  All modules are weighted at 15 credits, except for CW3158, which is weighted at 30 credits

1.
Requirements for a major
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	CW1118
	CW1128
	CW1138
	CW2118
	CW2148
	CW3158

	
	Plus 3 options from List B
	Plus 2 modules from List A and 1 module from List A or B

	Plus required modules from second field plus sufficient elective modules to provide a total of 120 credits
	Plus 3 modules from second field
	Plus 3 modules from second field


2.
Requirements for a half field
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	CW1118
	CW1128
	CW1138
	CW2118
	CW2148
	CW3158

	
	Plus 2 options from second field
	Plus 1 module from List A and 1 other module from List A or List B

	Plus required modules from second field plus sufficient elective modules to provide a total of 120 credits
	Plus 4 modules from second field
	Plus 4 modules from second field


3.
Requirements for a minor
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	CW1118
	CW1128
	CW1138
	CW2118
	CW2148
	CW3158 plus 1 module from List A OR 3 modules from List A, excluding CW3158

	
	Plus 1 option from List B
	

	Plus required modules from second field plus sufficient elective modules to provide a total of 120 credits
	Plus 5 modules from second field
	Plus 5 modules from second field


F. 
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· There is no benchmark statement relating specifically to Creative Writing, and the Quality Assurance Agency has no published plans to produce one in the near future.  However, Creative Writing is included, to some extent, within the English benchmark statement, and in general the statement has informed the thinking behind Kingston’s Creative Writing programme.  More specifically, Sections 3.2 and 3.3 on subject-specific and generic and graduate skills has provided useful guidance and endorsement.  Thus, for example, the Creative Writing Field foregrounds skills in critical reading, articulation, sensitivity to generic conventions, rhetorical skills and general awareness of cultural and generic factors in language use, as well as seeking to develop a wide range of transferable practical and cognitive skills.  

· The English Subject Centre at Royal Holloway is a useful point of reference, providing a variety of resources concerning Creative Writing.  These include conferences and reports; working papers, for example on structures and trends in the teaching of Creative Writing; the provision of various on-line resources and contacts; and a range of projects and initiatives relating to the subject.  Web reference: http://www.english.ltsn.ac.uk/resources/topic/creative.htm
· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

G. 
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The general approach to teaching and learning in this field is predicated on the notion of three necessities: exposure to a variety of published (and performed) textual material; regular writing practice; and the development of critical acumen through feedback, discussion and self-evaluation.  This approach translates into a range of more specific strategies.  Throughout the course major importance is given to students reading and being exposed to writers and their works, since it is considered essential for writers to read widely, to enable, enrich and diversify their writing.  This is achieved through the reading and study of texts, and also through the involvement of Writers in Residence in compulsory modules, and the participation of visiting speakers and practitioners in relation to specific skills.  The importance of good time-management and regular work are also stressed, in the form of daily writing and self-reflective practice, with a considerable proportion of study time given to drafting, revision and review.

At level one, which constitutes a general, incremental induction into the field, there is an emphasis on the acquisition of skills through workshop and seminar activities.  Practices such as active participation in discussion, oral presentation, the giving and taking of constructive criticism and peer review are encouraged and reinforced through learning outcomes and assessment.  Two-hour lecture/workshop blocks allow for a pedagogically effective mixture, in which exposition is followed through in practical work, with small-group discussion and individual writing exercises.  As at higher levels, seminars provide a more intimate forum for activities such as close-reading and detailed exploration of texts, student-led discussion and the review (including peer review) of students’ own work in drafts.

As students move on from introductory level work, there is an increasing emphasis on private study and independent writing, as students progressively achieve self-direction and increase their output.  All level two students, whether major, minor or half field, take the module ‘Independent Creative Writing’ in which they produce their first extended piece of work in consultation with a supervisor.  Similarly, all students take ‘The Editor’s Craft’ which involves the acquisition of skills in giving meticulous attention to textual detail and requires the writing of critiques relating to students’ on-going private reading or viewing.  The level one emphasis on integrated lecture/workshops with practical writing activities is carried through into work at this level, with close reading of textual extracts and writing exercises.  Seminars again provide a smaller tutor-led forum in all option modules.

At level three, the emphasis on independent writing and ‘workshopping’ of students’ work is further strengthened.  All half field and major field students take the double-weighted module ‘Writing for Publication’, which extends the skills developed by ‘Independent Creative Writing’ and allows a year-long period in which students write a substantial piece of work, supported by workshop sessions (minor field students have the option to take this module).  In addition, the range of more specialised option modules features interactive lectures, workshops and seminar practices designed to enable students to continue habits of working co-operatively.  These modules are intended to extend students’ conceptual and theoretical grasp of genres and modes of writing, sharpen their knowledge of research methods and further develop their writing skills and self-reflective practices.  The additional choice of a cognate study-based module allows students, if they so wish, to increase their knowledge and understanding of a chosen area, while focusing their writing activities in a maximum of three modules.  An anthology of student writings will be produced from their final year’s work.

At all levels, guidance is available for students through the provision of specific pre-set Office Hours, during which all members of the teaching staff are available for consultation with students (3 hours per week), as well as through module-based tutorial time.

H. 
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

The assessment strategies for the field are designed to test students’ growing knowledge, understanding and skills in creative writing through the three levels of the course.  Formative and diagnostic work is at the heart of the degree and in all cases students’ work is subject to regular review and critical evaluation, by themselves, through peer review and/or through specific formative assessment. There is a strong emphasis on drafting and critical revision.  Not all students’ work is formally graded: portfolios, for example, may be sample-marked; drafts may be required but not assessed; commentaries on a piece of creative writing may be marked where the writing itself is not.  It should be noted that, given the nature of the field, word limits are given as guidelines rather than absolutes. 

The prevailing assessment model is that of a piece or pieces of writing accompanied by a critical commentary that reflects on the process of producing the finished piece, drawing attention to such factors as models followed, techniques and strategies employed, difficulties encountered and solutions attempted.   In most cases students are required to submit drafts along with the finished piece, and/or some written record of the process.  The pedagogical function of the self-reflective and ‘process-driven’ nature of this assessment model is clear: students continuously feed back the results of their self-evaluation, peer review and tutor assessment into their on-going work.

In practice, there is a range of assessment methods, tailored to the various learning outcomes of field and module.  Assessments are designed to provide a variety of learning experiences, to evaluate a range of different skills and to give students the opportunity to develop areas of their choice.  Students’ knowledge, understanding and ability to read literary and performed texts critically, for example, are assessed through written exercises (portfolios), critical commentaries, analyses and explications, reading logs, take-home tests, and reviews.  Editing skills, similarly, are assessed through specific exercises (for example on style, syntax, copy editing), evaluations of each other’s work, writing drafts of various kinds and commentaries.

At level one learning outcomes are focused on the development of specific skills and abilities fundamental to the field, and assessment strategies reflect this.  The importance of establishing good seminar practice, with active participation, tactful but honest appraisal of fellow students’ work and the ability to receive and act upon constructive criticism, is explicitly recognised in the assessment of CW1118, which features input from both tutor and fellow students.  The use of portfolios, dossiers and take-home tests exemplifies the emphasis on regular reading and writing exercises, both in workshops and in students’ private study time.  Self-evaluation of students’ writing practices and critical commentary of their own writing also makes an initial appearance as summative assessments at this level.

Assessments strategies at levels two and three build on and extend the practices established in level one, maintaining the emphasis on drafting, with peer review, varieties of required but non-assessed work, the use of commentaries and an increasing requirement for students to work independently.  Assessments throughout the course not only test the learning outcomes for individual modules but reflect those of the field as a whole.  Whether major, minor or half field, students successfully completing the course will have been assessed on their knowledge and skills through a varied range of assessments, which collectively require the demonstration of writing, rewriting and editing skills informed by critical reading and self-reflective practice.  

I. 
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

180 points at A level (depending on chosen combination), including a minimum of two 6-unit awards at A level or equivalent.  General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject, when one of three 6-unit awards.

Or: equivalent qualifications and experience.  Applications from students on BTEC or Access courses, applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.

GCSE Mathematics and English Language and Literature grade A-C are preferred.

For combination with Spanish, 80 points at A level in Spanish or GCSE Spanish grade A/B.

2. Typical entry qualifications 
We expect typical entry qualifications to be a minimum of 220 A level points, with 80 points at A level in English Literature, Literature and Language, Drama and Theatre Studies or a similar subject, and/or a demonstrable interest in creative writing.  

J. 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The Creative Writing course is designed to foster a range of skills desirable to employers, such as communication skills, self-management, meticulousness in editing and presentation, the ability to reflect on one’s own work and to respond to constructive criticism, the ability to write for particular purposes and the ability to work constructively with others.

In addition to a possible career as a writer, particular careers may include work in publishing, journalism, advertising and marketing, film, television, radio, arts management, new media, the popular music industry, business, teaching and therapeutic fields.  Some Creative Writing students may go on to take postgraduate Masters courses in Creative Writing or graduate teacher training.

K. 
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

As a new field, Creative Writing obviously has no pre-existing externally ratified indicators of quality.  However, as can be seen from the CVs in the Resources Document, academic staff contributing to the field are widely recognised through research activity and publications.  Members of staff contributing to English Literature were subject to TQA Review in 1996, when the subject was rewarded with an Excellent rating.

L. 
Approved Variants from the UMS/PCF

N/a
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