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B. FEATURES OF THE FIELD
1. Diploma in Foundation Studies in Art & Design 
The qualification is available in a full time mode over one academic year

2. Mode of Delivery

Full time.
3. Features of the Field

The Foundation Studies Course is designed to deliver a wide-ranging educational experience providing an inter-disciplinary introduction to art and design practice and theory.  The programme is characterised by experiential, experimental and integrated learning, relying on the repetition of manual skills.   Students are encouraged to value individual enquiry and discovery of potential avenues of application.

The primary aim of the qualification is to educate students to make informed decisions facilitating progression primarily, but not exclusively, to appropriate higher education in art and design.

C. 
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME


The overall aims of the programme are:
· To provide a broad based diagnostic pre-degree level experience relevant to art and design practice while providing the necessary learning environment for successful transition into higher education.

· To offer students a sufficient range and breadth of disciplines within the art and design field that, from an informed position, students can make a decision about their future area of study or employment.

· To inculcate in students the need for self motivational skills and the development of professional working practices, at an appropriate level, at all times.

· To promote students centred learning in an environment able to respond to an individuals needs and aspirations.

· To provide a framework of summative and formative assessment in order that student’s achievements can be reviewed and possible deficiencies targeted.

· To promote the relationship between theory and practice

· To create an environment, which actively encourages good working practice and an awareness of the safety of others within studio, based art and design activity.

 D.  
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE PROGRAMME ARE :


On completion of the programme, students will have acquired :

1. Knowledge and Understanding

· The ability to confirm and develop student’s commitment to and suitability for an art and design related area of study or professional involvement at an appropriate level.

· Confident use and appreciation of the value inherent in observation, analysis, research and visual investigation through drawing and an awareness of the process involved in translating that research into personal, developed work.

· A capacity to understand the relevance of historical, cultural and other contexts related to art and design and an ability to engage critically with appropriate issues at an appropriate level.

· An ability to enter into constructive tutor and peer group discussion when making critical evaluations of their own and others work.

· An awareness and understanding of the appropriate selection and practical application of processes, media, materials and methods in relation to both immediate practice and future progression.

· An ability to discern the implicit potential in their work while demonstrating the necessary self motivational skills in order that the potential can be realised and an initial avenue of exploration progressed.

· An ability to recognise the need for self discipline and organisation as the firm foundation for course work, higher education and eventual professional employment.

· An ability to make an informed decision about their future area of study based on a knowledge and understanding of the differences between a range of art and design disciplines and a realistic appreciation and recognition of their own potential and personal interests.

· An ability to use IT at a commensurate level with pre-degree level activity.

2.  Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On successful completion of the programme students should have  developed the ability to :

· Select, organise, prepare and display the final project in a professional manner.

· Plan and develop a final outcome within the time available.

· Understand the importance of the educational experience as a whole and to recognise the value of the Foundation year as a route into employment, should the student choose this direction.

3.  Practical Skills

On successful completion of the programme students should have developed practical abilities in relation to :

· A continuing and developing professional awareness of a chosen discipline and an expansive and considered portfolio indicating genuine gain and educational development in a specific specialist area.

· Continuing development and integration of practical skills and technical understanding within a chosen pathway.

· Self initiation of research methods, negotiating and drafting a final project brief which enables skills to be clearly demonstrated

· The submission and satisfactory completion of an essay linking theory to practice.

4. Key Skills

On completion of the course, students will have acquired transferable skills to:

a. Communication Skills

· Communicate effectively with peers and tutors through group discussion and individual tutorials.

· Demonstrate a growing critical independence and an increasing ability to enter into intelligent, rational discussion with peers, tutors or others during debate or intellectual enquiry relevant to an individuals specialist area.

· Engage in group discussions and individual tutorials, students will demonstrate  the ability to collate and finalise the final major project.

b. Numeracy

· Whilst not forming part of Edexcel examining as Validation Criteria, it is expected that students should be able to demonstrate the ability to apply numeracy where relevant to specific projects (calculation in relation to scale modelmaking in 3D, for example),

c. Information Technology

· Demonstrate an ability to integrate IT within practical studio projects.

· Use IT effectively in the production of required essays

· Utilise both manual and IT based methods of research when interfacing with the Learning Resource Centre.

· Select IT based outcomes as appropriate to studio solutions.

d. Teamwork

· Recognise the value of teamwork and group based activity as integral to studio practice.

· Use group dynamics and discussion platforms as a vehicle for the initiation of the final major project.

· Use group approval of projects as a means to inform and appraise the student body of critical opinion related to individual solutions.

e. Independent Learning

· Students should demonstrate a growing critical independence and an increasing ability to enter into intelligent, tutorial discussion with peers, tutors or others during debate or intellectual enquiry relevant to an individuals specialist area.

· Research and prepare a final major project independently that satisfies all relevant published criteria.

· Research and complete an essay relating theory to practice utilising IT where appropriate.

· Demonstrate an ability to self manage time within given parameters.

E.  
PROGRAMME STRUCTURE


The programme is arranged in three sequential stages.  The first broken into three assessable units.  Whilst each separate section relates to the overall aims and objectives of the Foundation Course each also has its own particular role and function in informing the student cohort about specific areas of activity relevant to a particular space in time.
Although separated into three distinct periods of study the three phases continue to build and provide educational links enlarging and expanding the learning process while confirming stated aims and objectives.  This continuity is seen to be a vital  and fundamental experience where all aspects of the exploratory element are offered to each student.  Having successfully completed the  exploratory programme students will be able to enter the pathway stage with confidence and the ability to utilise transferable skills acquired during the first phase into project and self directed study work within their specialist area.

And, in the case of the first two stages, a mid term review when marks achieved during the initial modules will be collated and aggregated together to achieve a pass/fail.  This result and assessment criteria are posted for student information.  In this way, students are informed of their progress.

Each of the three phases concludes with a portfolio review and formal assessment.  The first stages of assessment are not aggregated together with the final stage to provide a summative assessment.  They are designed to provide an indicator to both staff and students of an individuals performance at a given point during the course.  Progression onto the next stage of the course is dependent on successful completion of each section.
The final Exhibition and portfolio review, through stages 8 and 9, remain     the appropriate platform for both external and internal moderation.

Field/Course Contents

The overall course structure, course content, duration of term lengths and the placing of assessment points.

	Stage One
	Information & Research

Unit One


	Pre-requisites



	Stage One
	Recording & Responding

Unit Two
	Course Entry requirements



	Stage One
	Media Experimentation

Unit Three


	            “

	Stage Two
	Information & Interpretation Combined Experimental Studies

Units 4 & 5
	            “

	Stage Two
	Media Development

Preparation & Progression

Units 6 & 7


	            “


	Stage Three
	Integrating Theory and Practice

Unit 8


	            “

	Stage Three
	Personal Confirmatory Study


	            “


F. FIELD REFERENCE POINTS


No National Benchmark figures are available for the qualification, though a new regime of ‘Ofsted’ inspection is expected to fulfil this role.


The BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Foundation Studies (Art & Design) has been accredited onto the National Qualification Framework (NQF) for a period of five years from September 2000 providing a potential framework for national benchmarking.

G. TEACHING & LEARNING STRATEGIES


Teaching and Learning Strategies reflect the aims of the Courses, and are chosen to suite the particular nature of the subject area.  The emphasis is on directed, student-centred learning, rather than prescriptive teaching.  Projects and written submissions, rather than closed examinations, are the vehicles used for assessment.  The teaching strategies are designed to enable students to move from a programmed approach in the early stages to a more open and self-directed one in the final stages.


The Teaching and Learning (T & L) strategies for each stage unit are structured to deliver a particular range of learning outcomes.  The general principles on which T & L strategies are based are as follows :

· An integrated programme for all students within the Exploratory Stage is ‘Visual Studies’.  This unit is an opportunity for students to integrate synthesising work that is focussed on their subject specialisms.  The learning approach is experimental and affords opportunities for diagnostic activity on the part of the staff involved in delivering this unit.

· Studio-based T & L, with a high level of one-to-one tutor contact, is the fundamental, central strategy.

· Units define the framework for enquiry, personal expression, problem solving and establish the aims and objectives against which students present and defend their work.

· An evolving range of projects which develop the conceptual, theoretical and aesthetic skills appropriate to each course specialism.

· Good T & L practice continuously developed to reflect the changing needs of the student body, increases in numbers and wide range of backgrounds and abilities.

· Developments in professional practice fully recognised.

· Ensuring research informs teaching where appropriate

· Students create a portfolio which demonstrates their skills, abilities and achievements.

· Explicit information for students and staff on the course structures, learning outcomes, submission requirements and assessments.


Studio activities are integrated with supporting and contextual study activities to make the learning process a rich and rewarding experience.  The continuous development of the student’s portfolio is central element, not only as a record of past work but also as a mechanism for the student to review their personal development and progression through the Course; it forms part of the creative identity.

H.  
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES


Projects often use a combination of Assessment Strategies to support the creative nature of the T & L experience, providing opportunities for exploration and discovery.  The main strategies include:
· Project assessment: normally at a formal ‘critique’ where students present and explain their work for a group of student peers and staff.  This develops and enhances transferable presentation and communication skills as well as the ability to receive and respond to criticism.

· Portfolio assessment: Formally operated to identify specialist strengths and guide future development.

· Exhibition Assessment : used at the end of stage 3 or at final assessment, although students may be required to present work for Exhibition at other times (for instance at the end of a crit)

· Essays: are the primary assessment mechanisms for contextual studies/art history.  Students are required to submit one essay per academic year during Unit 8 which is course required for successfully completing the course.

I.   
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

Principle of Admission

The admission of students is based on the expectation that the student will be able to fulfil the objectives of the course i.e. to put together a substantial portfolio of work that allows a confident application to a degree, BTEC course or employment in a chosen discipline and to achieve the standard required for the award of the Edexcel Diploma in Foundation Studies (Art & Design).

Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the programme are:
Minimum age will be 18 years on commencement of the Course.

· One 6-unit  award supported by 3 GCSE grades A-C or equivalent

· A combination of a GNVQ Single Award and AS level supported by appropriate previous accredited achievement.

· A portfolio of work which demonstrates evidence of having achieved a standard which will enable the student to benefit from the Course.

In some circumstances students may have achieved:
· A BTEC National Diploma in Fine Art or a named Design pathway

· Advanced GNVQ in Art & Design

Individuals seeking progression onto this qualification could be:
· Students who have completed an A level course of study and now wish to build a portfolio of work and further develop the critical, intellectual, technological and creative skills necessary for successful entry into higher education art and design.

· Students who have completed a package of a GNVQ single Award and AS level and now wish to build a portfolio of work and further develop the critical, intellectual, technological and creative skills necessary for successful entry into higher education art and design.

· Students who have completed either of the above and are seeking progression into appropriate employment opportunities.

· Mature applicants who wish to prepare a portfolio and develop the skills necessary for entry into higher education art and design and show evidence of aptitude for this qualification.

And in some circumstances:

Students who have achieved an Advanced GNVQ or a BTEC National Diploma within Fine Art or Design and wish to undertake a Diploma in Foundation Studies in order to apply/reapply for admission to higher education art and design (however, these students will not be in a majority)

· In all cases, prospective students will present a portfolio of artwork for scrutiny and assessment.

J.  
PROGRESSION/CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The primary aim of the Course is to educate students to make informed decisions facilitating progression (primarily but not exclusively) to appropriate higher education in art and design.  The Diploma builds on the students prior experience, linking skills already acquired with ideas and challenged which will extend students critical independence and enable them to demonstrate a full understanding of the application of art and design relevant to progression opportunities or career choice.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

No formal mechanism exists (see Point F), at this time, to provide a framework for national grading of this provision.  Retention rate of 98% and end qualification rate of 100% plus application numbers in a ratio of 10 for each place offered suggests that the Course is well above the national standard.

During 2002/2003 90% of our students successfully gained places at 1st choice with the remainder (with the exception of one student) gaining places at 2nd choice.  Of the total year group applying for Art and Design Courses, 32 remained at Kingston University.  This represents 40% of the total number of applicants applying through the UCAS system of 85 student members.  The remainder of the cohort either applied for an academic subject or decided to take a ‘gap’ year.

Research Active Staff

The interface between practising artists and/or designers who teach the cohort giving the students an invaluable opportunity to work alongside professionals and gain first hand experience from those who inhabit the workplace.

The staff remain our most important resource, both academic and support.  All academic staff are practising artists or designers, many of whom contributed to the last RAE. Whilst critical, academically, their work and status within their own practices does much to raise the profile of the Foundation Course, by association.

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

N/A
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