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A. 
NATURE OF THE AWARD
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N/A
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BA (Hons)
Intermediate Award(s):


Dip HE, Cert HE, BA
Field Title:
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FHEQ Level:




Honours
Credit rating by level:
60 @ level 1, 75 @ level 2, 75 @ level 3 (major field within FAS modular scheme)
60 @ level 1, 60 @ level 2, 60 @ level 3 (half field within FASS modular scheme) 60 @ level 1, 45 @ level 2, 45 @ level 3 (minor field within FASS modular scheme)

JACs code:




V100
Prospectus Link:
http://www.kingston.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/index.htm
QAA Benchmark Statement(s):

History 

Minimum/Maximum Registration:

3 years/7 years
Faculty


Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
School


Social Science

Location:




Penrhyn Road
Date Specification Produced:

Unknown
Date Specification Revised:

September 2006

 

B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:


The field is available in the following forms: Major, Half, Minor

2.
Modes of Delivery


The field is offered in the following alternative patterns: Part-time, full-time

3.
Features of the Field
Ability to spend year abroad through Socrates/US exchange scheme, research skills training, independent Dissertation with one-to-one supervision, combination with History, Business, Politics, Languages, Drama, English Literature, Film Studies, Journalism, Sociology, Psychology

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The aims of the History of Ideas degree are:

For Minor History of Ideas students:

· To introduce students to the methodology, concepts and language of History of Ideas

· To introduce students to the debates and issues regarding the discipline

· To foster critical thinking and independent learning

· To provide a framework of knowledge for an understanding of the History of Ideas

· To support the learning of key, historical, IT and transferable skills

For Half-Field History of Ideas students:

· To introduce students to the methodology, concepts and language of History of Ideas

· To introduce students to the debates and issues regarding the discipline

· To foster critical thinking and independent learning and allow, where requested, the attainment and exercise of advanced research skills

· To provide a framework of knowledge for an understanding of the History of Ideas

· To support the learning of key, historical, IT and transferable skills

· To provide opportunity for some specialisation

For Major History of Ideas students:

· To introduce students to the methodology, concepts and language of History of Ideas

· To introduce students to the debates and issues regarding the discipline

· To foster critical thinking and independent learning and the attainment and exercise of advanced research skills

· To provide a framework of knowledge for an understanding of the History of Ideas

· To support the learning of key, historical, IT and transferable skills

· To provide opportunity for specialisation

· To enable students to experience some variety of historical approaches and subject areas

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

The learning outcomes of the History of Ideas degree are:

For Minor History of Ideas students:

1. Knowledge and Understanding
· A knowledge of the methods, concepts and language of the History of Ideas discipline

· A knowledge of the debates and issues regarding the discipline

· A framework of knowledge for understanding the History of Ideas
2. Cognitive (thinking) Skills
· Critical thinking

· Ability to argue, analyse and present findings in essay form
3. Practical Skills
· Use of research tools appropriate for independent research

· Ability to present historical findings in appropriate written form
4.
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills in:

a.

Communication Skills

b.

Numeracy


c.
Information, Communication and Technology

d.
Teamwork

e.
Independent Learning

For Half-Field History of Ideas students

1.  Knowledge and Understanding
· A knowledge of the methods, concepts and language of the History of Ideas discipline

· A knowledge of the debates and issues regarding the discipline

· A framework of knowledge for understanding the History of Ideas

· A knowledge of a limited number of specialised areas of the History of Ideas
2. Cognitive (thinking) Skills
· Critical thinking

· Ability to argue, analyse and present findings in essay form, and where requested, at Dissertation level
3. Practical Skills
· Use of research tools appropriate for independent research

· Ability to analyse and evaluate primary source material where requested

· Ability to present historical findings in appropriate written form
4.
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills in:

a.

Communication Skills

b.

Numeracy


c.
Information, Communication and Technology

d.
Teamwork

e.
Independent Learning

For Major History of Ideas students:

1.  Knowledge and Understanding
· A knowledge of the methods, concepts and language of the History of Ideas discipline

· A knowledge of the debates and issues regarding the discipline

· A framework of knowledge for understanding the History of Ideas

· A knowledge of a number of specialised areas of the History of Ideas
2. Cognitive (thinking) Skills
· Critical thinking

· Ability to argue, analyse and present findings in essay form, and at Dissertation level
3. Practical Skills
· Use of research tools appropriate for independent research

· Ability to analyse and evaluate primary source material

· Ability to present historical findings in appropriate written form
4. 
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills in:

a.

Communication Skills

b.

Numeracy


c.
Information, Communication and Technology

d.
Teamwork

e.
Independent Learning

E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular Scheme.  Fields in the UMS are made up of modules which are assigned to levels.  Levels are more challenging as a student progresses through the field.  Each level is normally made up of 8 modules, each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent total made up of a combination of half and multiple modules).  Typically, a student must complete 120 credits at each level.  Where the field culminates in an honours degree it is the higher levels that contribute to the classification of the degree.  Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level.  Some fields may culminate in an intermediate award.  All students will be provided with the UMS regulations and specific additions that are sometimes required for accreditation by outside bodies (e.g. professional accreditation) and are outlined in section L and will be provided in detail for students in field handbooks.

The choice of modules at each level is shaped in the following way:

LEVEL 1

MODULE LISTS 






Weighting

GROUP A

HS1148 The Historian’s Craft





1.0

HS1158 Theories of Human Nature




1.0

GROUP B

HS1138 History Today





1.0

HS1168 Truth, Texts and Postmodernity



1.0

PO1138 Political Ideologies and Concepts



1.0
PO1168 Revolution and Order in Modern Political Thought

1.0

FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Major/Half/Minor:

All A; one from B & one from B or C. 

LEVEL 2

MODULE LISTS







Credits
GROUP A

HS2118 History Research Skills: Doing a Historical Research Project
15
HS2168 Reason and Superstition: Enlightened Europe


15
HS2178 Infinity and Imagination: Romantic Thought



15
GROUP B

HS2008 Extended Essay






15
HS2148 Culture and Society in the 18th Century



15
HS2158 The Holocaust as History and Controversy



15
*HS2188 Long Essay 1






7.5
*HS2198 Long Essay 2






7.5

HS2218 The Age of Revolutions





15
HS2298 Witches, Devils and Prophets, 1500-1700



15
HS2308 Eastern Thought: An Introduction




15
HS2318 Environmentalism: The Roots of Modern Ecological Thinking
15
HS2328 Victorian Crisis of Faith





15
HS2338 The Great Economists: Issues in the History of Economic Ideas
15
HS2348 Crime and Punishment





15

PO2128 Mediaeval Political Thought





15
PO2138 Moral and Political Philosophy




15
PO2158 Political Thought (Set Texts)




15
PO2168 Politics and Literature





15
PO2278 Nationalism







15
PO2368 Contemporary Theories of Ideology




15
PO2348 Fascism in Inter-War Western Europe



15
PO2438 The Role of the Modern State




15
PO2418 Theoretical Approaches to Social Science



15

EL2118 Romantic Vision






15

EL2158 19th Century European Studies: Literature, Culture and Ideas
15
EL2348 Writing of the Renaissance: The Culture and Literature of


Early Modern England





15
SO2428 Images of Science in the 20th Century



15
*(Long essays to be taken in conjunction with a taught module from Group A. Students selecting the Long Essay must take both HS2188 and HS2198 in order that their programme should comprise a whole number of units)

GROUP C

Level 2 Language modules

Any appropriate module at this level, subject to Field approval

FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Major 


All of A, 1 from B, and 1 from B or C

Half    


All of A, 1 from B

Minor  

All of A

LEVEL 3

MODULE LISTS







Credits
HS3018 Advanced Research Skills





15
HS3008 Dissertation







15
GROUP A
HS3158 The Philosophy of History





15
HS3178 Nietzsche and Foucault: The Discourse of Power


15
PO3118 Anarchism







15
PS3328 Representation, Reality and Modern Myth



15
GROUP B

HS3128 The French Revolution





15
*HS3188 Advanced Long Essay 1





7.5

*HS3198 Advanced Long Essay 2





7.5

HS3228 Gender and Power: Britain and France 1750-1850


15
HS3338 Mentalities and Social Structures in Early Modern Europe

15
HS3358 Orientalism and Postcolonialism




15
HS3368 Existentialism and 20th Century Thought



15
HS3378 Freud, Jung and the Unconscious




15
HS3388 Nietzsche and the Crisis of Modernity



15
HS3398 Religion and Modern Thought




15
PO3128 Communism







15
PO3268 Postmodern Theory






15
PO3278 Radical Ideas and Popular Movements



15
PO3318 The Extreme Right in Post-War Western Europe


15
PO3348 Individual, State and Society




15
PO3398 Issues in Political Philosophy




15
PS3158 Psychological and Cultural Manifestations of the Self

15
SO3348 Spirituality, Self and Society





15
*(Advanced Long Essays to be taken in conjunction with a taught module from Group A.  Students selecting the Long Essay must take both HS3188 and HS3198 in order that their programme should comprise a whole number of units)

GROUP C
Any appropriate module at this level, subject to Field approval.

​
FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Major  

HS3018, HS3008, one from A, and 30 credits from B

Half    

Two from A, and 30 credits from B*

Minor  
Two from A and 15 credits from B
*Half-field students may do the dissertation at the discretion of the Field Leader but must complete HS3018 first.  
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

History Subject Benchmarking Statement

Framework for Higher Education Qualifications

QAA Codes of Practice

LTSN History

Staff Research

TABLE:  SUBJECT BENCHMARKING AND THE CURRICULUM – HISTORY OF IDEAS

	Subject Benchmarking Statement (History)
	Corresponding Elements of Degree

	1.  Importance of skills
	1.  Skills training backbone of degree

	2. Prominence of independent work
	2.  Dissertation as a key feature, Advanced Research Skills for lesser combination students

	3.  Importance of variety of subject area and content
	4.  Wide variety of module content within general focus on ideas in history

	4.  Centrality of essay
	5.  Essay training in level 1, prominence of essay in assessment profile, longer essay as feature of undergraduate degree at later levels


G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The History of Ideas curriculum combines a foundation in Historical studies, a Historical research training, preparation for independent study, and a focus on intellectual and philosophical development in the past.  Level 1 modules are shared with History, and in this way provide the cognitive and analytical basis for students regarding issues relating to the study of the past.  The module Theories of Human Nature is a foundation in intellectual history for later levels.  Levels 2 and 3 combine a progressive training in research skills with a variety of modules based within intellectual and philosophical history.

The teaching and learning strategy aims to support widening participation and the enrollment of a wide variety of students.  It also seeks to support the successful combination of History of Ideas with other subjects.  It reflects the priorities and precepts of the University’s teaching and learning strategy.

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

The Field’s assessment profile is configured in such a way as to reflect the Field’s learning outcomes, but also to support student progression.  Assessment is conducted within the framework set by the Faculty, the UMS, and in conformity with the QAA’s Code of Practice on Assessment.  The emphasis of the assessment profile is upon learning through a balance of formative and summative assessment.  This is reflected in the type of assessments set for modules, as well as in the overall assessment calculation for the degree.  There is a variety of assessment types, reflecting the types of outcomes, subject content, and need to test different skills.  At the same time, reflecting the History Benchmarking Statement, there is an emphasis upon the essay as a central exercise in analytical, written and cognitive skills, and the training in research skills and independent learning which underpins the degree is also reflected in the overall profile.

Note:   The University does not take a ‘reductionist’ approach to the link between learning outcomes and assessment.  It should certainly be possible to demonstrate how field learning outcomes, including key skills requirements are delivered and measured (assessed) in the modules that contribute to the field.  In individual modules there should be demonstrable links between key learning outcomes and appropriate assessment of them.  However, the University accepts that some learning outcomes may be developed in a module and not always directly assessed and that other outcomes may prepare students for success in later modules.  The principle is that learning can take place without it being assessed immediately.  Overall the learning outcomes of a field and its constituent modules should be capable of being mapped onto the field as a whole.

The overall assessment profile of the Field can be seen in the following table:

	Code
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	HS1138
	**
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS1148
	*
	
	
	*
	
	*
	
	
	*
	
	

	HS1158
	*
	
	
	*
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS1168
	*
	*
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS2008
	
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS2118
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	*
	

	HS2124
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS2158
	
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS2168
	
	*
	
	
	*
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS2178
	
	*
	
	
	*
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS2218
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS2298
	
	*
	*
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS2328
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	*
	*
	
	
	

	HS3008
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	*

	HS3018
	
	
	
	
	*
	*
	
	
	*
	*
	

	HS3128
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS3158
	
	
	**
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS3228
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	
	
	

	HS3388
	
	*
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS3398
	
	*
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ASSESSMENT TYPES:

1. Short Essay

2. Essay

3. Long Essay

4. Seminar Presentation/Group Work

5. Bibliographic

6. Book Review

7. Portfolio

8. Exam/Test

9. Essay Planning

10. Research Skills

11. Dissertation

I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:  
Students are expected to have at least 220 points made up of at least 2 A’Levels.  AS points may be included in this.  General Studies will be included in the points calculation where it is one of at least 3 A’Levels.  Candidates with Maths and English Language GCSE are preferred.  History of Ideas does not have any specific requirements with regards to subject at A’Level, but where History of Ideas is studied jointly with another degree, those subjects may have their own prerequisites.  

Mature students are warmly welcomed onto the History of Ideas degree at Kingston, and qualifications such as Access, as well as professional experience, are considered as criteria for acceptance.

2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:  

Students entering onto the History of Ideas degree come from a wide variety of academic backgrounds, and a substantial proportion are mature students.  However, a school-leaver may typically have an A’Level profile of CCC.  

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

History of Ideas skills prepare students for a wide variety of professions, and the degree is also recognised as an important preparation for conversion courses (PGCE, Law, Accountancy) and corporate training programmes.  Careers commonly pursued by History of Ideas graduates include:

· Research and further study

· Services industry (administration, management, clerical, sales)

A survey of first destinations 6 months after graduation revealed 60% of those students studying History Full Field or Major were employed, 20% had gone on to further study, and none were unemployed.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

· Student feedback

· Externals correspondence

· Internal monitoring

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

N/A
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