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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:

The field is available in the following forms:


*    BA (Hons) International Studies   - Full Field only.

2.
Modes of Study
The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:


*    Full-time


*     Part-time

3.
Features of the Field

International Studies, as defined at Kingston University, is the study of international issues through a multidisciplinary lens. The multidisciplinary approach is chosen on the basis that international questions are inherently multidisciplinary, and that they can be better understood and better answered through a range of disciplines. International studies, as distinct from the more theoretical discipline of International Relations, operates on the rationale that through comparing and contrasting evidence drawn from a range of chosen disciplines, students can achieve a more thorough grasp of international affairs. 

The International Studies programme ensures that students receive a solid introduction and a co-ordinated programme of study  within a range of disciplines, and therefore allows students to demonstrate a broader range of skills and knowledge than more narrowly focused degrees. At the same time, students are expected to bring these different disciplines to bear simultaneously on international questions. In consequence, multidisciplinary study also demonstrates their intellectual flexibility.

The core disciplines of International Studies at Kingston University are history, economics, politics and languages. For the sake of greater multidisciplinary spread, other disciplines may play a role in international studies – for example geography and sociology, which students may take as optional courses.  The core disciplines however, have been chosen on  the basis that they offer the most substantial contribution to an understanding of international issues, that politics, history, and economics, as broad interdisciplinary subjects, form a mutually supporting, substantial and stimulating academic location for the field, that they are those disciplines most commonly associated by stakeholders with the term international studies, and that they are also the most frequently-found components of international studies  courses in Britain and in the USA. The languages component of the international studies degree is also included so that the course at Kingston  not only increases transferable skills and enhances International Studies students’ employability, but also confronts them with issues relating to cultural difference and subjectivity. 

The International Studies degree is bound together by a spine of modules designated as belonging to this Field (utilising the code/prefix “IN”). These modules provide students with an introduction to, and practice of, multidisciplinary study. They are the arena in which aspects of international studies are introduced and discussed alongside other disciplines.

At Level 2 students have an opportunity to write an Extended Essay, while at Level 3 students may chose to undertake a Dissertation. Both offer the opportunity to pursue an area of study independently- under staff supervision. Although topics may come from the specified areas of work in Levels 2 and 3, it will also be possible, with guidance from staff, for students to apply the multidisciplinary approach they have developed to other areas. The main purpose of the dissertation is to strengthen and deepen students’ understanding of International Studies and the multidisciplinary approach at its heart. The Dissertation is produced in two stages. Students may be counselled not to undertake the second Dissertation module (write-up stage) should they fail or only marginally pass the first Dissertation module (preparation stage) in semester 1 Level 3. 
In addition to modules specifically designed for this field International Studies will be drawing on existing modules from supporting Fields within the Faculties of Arts and Social Sciences. International Studies is only available as a full field in order to preserve the essential multidisciplinary nature of the field.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD


The general aims of the field are to:

· provide the opportunity for students of a wide range of backgrounds, ages, education, work and life experiences to engage actively in the study of international studies

· enable students to study international issues from a range of disciplinary standpoints, and to appreciate the value of multidisciplinary approaches in terms of intellectual flexibility
· develop the factual appreciation and analytical understanding of a range of major international issues, and in particular European integration and globalisation

· enable students to gain insight into one or more cultures foreign to their own and to appreciate the resultant diversity of perspectives in international issues 

· promote the ability to work with others in the generation and improvement of material, through offering and receiving constructive criticism

· foster the capacity for critical thought and the development of practices of self-reflection

· inculcate habits of self-management and students’ assumption of responsibility for their own work

· develop a range of skills desirable to employers, both general and specific, including:
· communication skills

· the ability to write clearly and succinctly

· the ability to be self-reflective and to respond to constructive criticism

· competence in recognising and responding appropriately to the requirements of an exercise or task.
D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1. Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the field, students will be able to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of:
·  4 core disciplines as they relate to international questions;

·  the application  of multidisciplinary approaches to international issues;

· particular areas of international affairs, in particular the process of European integration and globalisation;

· a foreign language

· the central dynamics and forces which shape and frame current international relationships
· the organisational, legal, ethical and cultural framework within which political and economic actors operate at a global level

· the ways in which current global developments can be understood in relation to diverse economic, political, historical, and cultural perspectives

2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On completion of the field, students will have developed their capacity for:
· analytical  and evaluative thought

· analysis of international events and issues from a variety of disciplinary  perspectives

· reflection in an informed and tolerant manner on major international subjects
· identifying  and understanding the complex interaction between economic,     political, historical and cultural factors behind international events and issues
· the deployment and manipulation of  economic, political, historical and cultural concepts in order to further understanding of particular international processes (eg. explanations of development, differing interpretations of the role of foreign aid)
3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the Field, students will have acquired skills in:
· researching, using a variety of sources to produce reports, essays, etc

· using their initiative to interact effectively with individuals, groups and organisations in collecting data for reports, essays, papers etc

· communicating their research in a variety of formats 

· identifying the demands of  different formats
· producing work to tight deadlines

· revising their work through the process of drafting, editing and rewriting 

· oral presentation
· writing with clarity, simplicity and precision

4.
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills to:

a.

Communication Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:
· make effective contributions to group work and discussions

· make an oral presentation on a complex topic

· select and extract material from primary and secondary sources

· read and make use of material from written and spoken sources

· provide written materials in a variety of formats suitable for specific purposes and audiences

· communicate orally and in writing in a foreign language

b. Numeracy

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:
· read, understand and analyse complex economic data presented in graph and table formats

· confidently engage with and critically evaluate complex economic, political and social measures (eg. GDP, trade balances, voting trends etc)
· use tables, graphs, pie charts etc to support assertions  in their written work and oral presentations
· be aware of the possible drawbacks of a purely quantative approach and be aware of qualitative alternatives


c.
Information, Communication and Technology

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:
· use appropriate ICT to present text, data and images

· produce a complex document combining information from a variety of sources

· search for, retrieve and store information from ICT sources

· select appropriate on-line information and evaluate its quality

· use on-line communication systems to send and obtain information including Blackboard -  the University’s learning management system.

d.
Teamwork

On completion of the Field, students will have acquired the skills to:
· review and evaluate progress of groups and collective critical activity

· identify ways of improving the performance of groups and their own contribution to groups

· establish and monitor group planning processes

· negotiate and manage relationships within a competitive working environment

· exercise group leadership where appropriate
e.
Independent Learning

On completion of the Field, students will have acquired:
· self-awareness and the ability to monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic and personal development (including career development)

· research and information handling skills as the basis for further academic work and personal development
E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The International Studies Field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular scheme (UMS). Fields in the UMS are composed of modules, which are assigned to Levels. There are three levels that are progressively more challenging in terms of their aims, objectives and learning outcomes as students progress through the field.  Each field contributes to a programme of study that is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits. Typically a student must complete 120 credits at each level. 

A programme of study including the International Studies field culminates in an honours degree and it is the higher levels (2 and 3) that contribute to the classification of the degree. Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level. Students who complete 120 credits at level 1 but decide to discontinue their studies at that point are eligible for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education. Students who complete 120 credits at level 2 but decide to discontinue are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education.

The duration of the International Studies programme is 3 years full time or 6 years part time. The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks including an examination period). 

International Studies is a multidisciplinary field drawing on History, Politics, Languages and Economics in studying selected areas and issues. This multidisciplinary approach provides the framework for all three levels. During 2003-2004 the Modular Board of Study decided that all Arts and Social Sciences Fields should simply student programmes at Level 1. Thus from the start of the academic year 2004-2005 International Studies students are provided with a programme of 5 core modules and 3 designated modules from cognate disciplines – ie. there is no programme choice at Level 1. One of the 5 core modules is PO1178 Studying Politics which is a special skills module tailored to meet the needs of both International Studies and Politics students. 
After the introductory work at Level 1 the focus of attention moves from integration and Europe at Level 2 to Global issues at Level 3. Since International Studies can only be taken as a full-field there will be the opportunity to choose three additional modules in addition to the five that are prescribed at Level 2. This provides the student with the ability to consolidate their work in one of the constituent disciplines by taking further modules from the A list, or additional modules from the B list which will allow them to  deepen their understanding and gain further specialised knowledge in the particular level’s theme.  At Level 3 the course structure recognises the need to combine continued concentration on core disciplines with recognition of students growing intellectual maturity. To this end there are 4 cores and 4 electives (from a designated B List) at Level 3.  At Level 3 the Dissertation provides an opportunity for each student to select their own area of study and to pursue an in-depth study of a chosen area. The Dissertation is not compulsory – the 2 Dissertation modules (preparation and write-up) are located on the B List.
Students are provided with tutorial guidance in their selection of B List modules at Levels 2 and 3. In the first year this guidance draws their attention to the range of possibilities at Levels 2 and 3. Options available at both these levels provide an opportunity for students to focus more sharply on a particular discipline or take a wider range of options to strengthen their core studies.  In selecting those modules which are to be offered in list B the principle followed has been to make available a list as wide as possible to enable students to select their additional modules on the understanding that the essential coherence of the course was being provided at each level by the modules in List A.  

The Level 1 programme is designed to provide students with grounding in those disciplines which are taken to constitute this Field and introduce students to the underlying multidisciplinary approach involved in International Studies. The History, Politics and Economics modules will all be taken in Semester 1 in preparation for the specific International Studies module entitled ‘Introduction to International Studies’ which will be taken in Semester 2. This module will be based on several case studies chosen to illustrate the way in which international problems can be investigated and explained with the help of the different disciplines. The opportunity to study a foreign language is also there, with a variety of options open to students depending on prior ability and requirements.

The focus of attention at level two will be on Europe. The module ‘International Organisations’ is designed to provide a central point of reference for the other modules studied at this level, to inform students with regard to theoretical issues surrounding international integration, and to inspect European developments with this in mind.  The assessment of this module will recognise students’ ability to utilise the multidisciplinary skills at the heart of international studies.  Students will also be taking modules from the constituent disciplines with a specific European focus as well as choosing additional modules from a designated list of other relevant modules.  Students may, through the Socrates programme or USA exchange scheme, undertake a time spent abroad. 
At Level 3 the focus is global with the module ‘Globalisation’ providing the central point of reference. This module will concentrate students’ attention on the rise of globalisation, the growing attention being paid to the process in a variety of disciplines, and the findings of studies undertaken there.   As such, it provokes reflection on the comparative treatments of globalisation, and encourages students to synthesise the knowledge and experience gained from other modules. Independent reflection is then formally undertaken and assessed through the dissertation.

FIELD CONTENTS

LEVEL 1

MODULE LIST

Group A - Core

IN1108    
Introduction to International Studies





PO1178   
Studying Politics





EC1118   
Introduction to Economics 

MD1128 
Media; History & Politics




          

                
Language module                                     

 

Designated Modules

PO1158  
UK Government & Politics


FI1128   
The Hollywood Cinema 1927-1997

MD1138 
Representation & Identity






Students must take all 8 modules.
LEVEL 2

MODULE LIST

Group A

IN2108

International Organisation and Integration





HT2258 
Continuity and Change 1848-1914






PO2118  
Comparative Western European Politics





                         OR 

PO2278  
Nationalism









EC2208  
Economics of Europe I







                         OR

EC2218  
Economics of Development I 





                                 

              
Language module (see below) 





Group B

CM2158 
Terrorism in the Modern World

FI2218 
Politics of Film

GG2460 
The Political Economy of Globalisation

EN2218 
Global English

PO2238 
Women, Resistance & Change






PO2178 
Chinese & Indian Politics







PO2248 
Introduction to Latin American Countries





PO2378 
Political Economy of Drugs







IN2008  
Extended Essay








AS2198 
Career Management








PO2278 
Nationalism
(if not taken as a Group A Module)



PO2288 
Russian Politics and Society






PO2328 
Politics and Government of France






EC2258 
Environmental Economics I






FE2128 
International Financial Markets





EL2158 
19th Century European Studies: Literature, Culture and Ideas


LG2128 
European Identities








GE2128 
German culture and Society since 1945





GG2450 
Economic Geography








GG2470 
Political Geography








GG2490 
Cultural Geography







LG2118 
Contemporary European Cinema




 
            Language module 






All of Group A plus 3 from Group B. If there is a choice of Group A module and both modules are available in the same year then students may take one as a Group A module and the other as a Group B module. Not all Group B modules will be offered in any one year – this will depend upon staff availability and the needs of supporting fields.
LEVEL 3

MODULE LIST

Group A
IN3108

Globalisation









HT3438
Politics of Mass Murder







                         OR 

HT3178  
International Politics since 1945


 


PO3158     
Themes in Latin American Politics





BE3168 
Multinational Enterprise





              

OR  

EC2198  
Development Economics 2







Group B

IN3028  
Dissertation Stage 1 (Preparation Paper)

IN3038  
Dissertation Stage 2

PO3438 
U.S. Foreign Policy after the Cold War

HT3138 
Britain’s Role in the World since 1900




HT3388 
From Austerity to Affluence:European Economy and Society 1945-1990  

PO3158 
Issues in Contemporary European Politics





PO3408 
A Change is Gonna Come : Global Perspectives & Cultures of Popular Music

GG3800 
Global Environmental Issues







GG3810 
Geography of the European Union





GG3820 
Development and Change in Africa





LG3128 
Confrontations with War







Language module 
Language module/foreign culture module





PO3318 
Extreme Right in Post-War Western Europe





SO3128 
Social Change in the Developing World




EC3358 
Economics of Gender & Development






All 4 from Group A and 4 from Group B

If there is a choice of A Group module and both are available in the same year then students may take both modules – one as a Group A, the other as a Group B module.

F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

Supporting Fields have taken account of published subject benchmark statements in devising their teaching, learning and assessment strategies. The International Studies Course Team have examined and referred to the benchmark statements for supporting fields. There is no benchmark statement for International Studies.

The most relevant benchmark statement is for Politics and International Relations. This document contains invaluable insights into the nature of the discipline, teaching, learning and assessment, and benchmark criteria. However, it is clear that the theoretical and empirical conception of International Relations differs from what is normally considered to be the immediate concerns of International Studies.

Each of our supporting Fields is operating within the context of published subject benchmark statements – which naturally impact upon their teaching within International Studies. References to benchmarking will be found in the Subject Logs for each supporting Field. The Politics Log for example, states the team are fully aware of the Benchmark statement for Politics and International Relations. A member of the Politics Team sat on the benchmark committee and the QAA Self Assessment Document was informed by their discussions. The Politics Team is fully satisfied that Politics, both full- and half-field, conforms to the demands of the benchmark statement. This obviously has beneficial implications for International Studies – where Politics is core at every Level and offers more B List modules than any other discipline.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

International Studies operates on the principle of multidisciplinarity. Consequently, the field utilises modules taught in component fields – in particular (but not exclusively) history, economics, politics and languages. At the same time, a spine of international studies modules – one at each level – binds the course together.

At Level 1, the International Studies module introduces students to the concept and purpose of multidisciplinary study, and enables them to practice it through a sequence of short case studies. The subject of these case studies will be chosen to reflect basic concepts of international relations. Alongside this, students undertake introductory modules to each of the component disciplines and begin a language course (either at beginner or continuing level).

At Level 2, the International Organisation module focuses students’ attention on the issue of international integration, including theoretical issues relating to this, and integration as it has been treated in the component disciplines. Special focus will be given to European integration, on the basis that this forms a useful and immediate introduction to the issue. Contemporaneously, students will be asked to complete modules reflecting the focus on integration and Europe from the component disciplines.

At level 3, the Globalisation module moves the emphasis of students’ reflection to debates and problems relating to globalisation. Again, modules from the component disciplines will be undertaken which reflect this special focus – but some flexibility is built in so that students are able both to deepen their understanding begun at Level 2, and broaden their appreciation of globalisation through comparison with linked issues.  A range of optional modules also allows them to give special focus to the degree – for example on a particular region or an issue (e.g. development).
A sense of progression is built into the field, in the sense that students are introduced to multidisciplinary study at level 1, as well as provided with introductory courses in each of the component disciplines. Level 2 introduces the subject of integration theoretically, allows study of the subject in relation to a limited geographical area and where the literature is well established. Level 3 expands the focus of integration to include globalisation.
H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

International Studies relies upon component disciplines for content and assessment, and to that extent it already includes a range of different types of assessment, recognising a broad base of skills. The International Studies programme is designed so that students attain a satisfactory level of skills across a number of disciplines. The assessment structure of the field reflects the fact that students will be undertaking each of the core disciplines to a fractional degree.  However, the overall programme is designed so that students are exposed to a substantial introduction to the skills of each of the core disciplines at level 1, and that at each subsequent level, the core discipline provision remains a co-ordinated one within itself, as well as in relation to the rest of the international studies degree.

The assessment strategies for the International Studies field are designed to build through the three levels of the course. At each level, assessment patterns reflect the combination of theory and case study within and across modules that is characteristic of the field.  In Level 1 modules, where the primary focus is the development of study skills, knowledge and primary conceptual skills, students are required to demonstrate their competence through portfolios of short pieces of work produced in a range of conditions.  At Level 1 for example, the compulsory module Studying Politics requires students to build up a portfolio of work demonstrating skills including identifying and employing knowledge and conceptual skills towards a given question.  Portfolios contain evidence of attendance at the Academic Skills Centre, a complete essay with critical bibliography, and a module study diary. All Level 1 modules from 2004-2005 have only one assessment point. No Level 1 modules from 2004-2005 have an examination based assessment strategy. The Faculty views Level 1 as introductory – with students expected to gain basic knowledge and primary conceptual skills in the core disciplines. These disciplines will be assessed by a mixture of assessment strategies including: essays, weekly work sheets, portfolios and class tests. The field’s assessment strategy is based on developing skills and knowledge through formative assessments that may be used as a basis for some summative assessments.

The International Studies designated modules have a form of assessment which recognises progression, in particular by the increasing length of written assessments and examinations through the levels. Essays enable the assessment of the use and understanding of the multidisciplinary approach, grasp of each of the core disciplines, communication skills, analysis, presentation, and competence in academic style within humanities and social science subjects. Level 1 assessment will enable the development of these attributes.  In Level 2 assessments, these attributes will be expected to be of a more sustained character.  All in-course assessments must be word processed, and students are expected to incorporate use of the Web in their Level 3 essays and seminar papers. The two level 3 Dissertation modules, meanwhile, develop research skills further – including use of IT and the Web, but also skills of presentation, communication and analysis. Throughout the course, students’ ability to utilise the combination of core disciplines is assessed. In the Dissertation disciplinary flexibility is expected to be of a high standard.
The diversity of assessment forms employed also help to develop personal qualities such as persistence, accuracy, judgement, timeliness and the ability to work with others in the pursuit of a specific goal.
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

180 points at A level, including a minimum of two 6-unit awards at A level or equivalent.  General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject, when one of three 6-unit awards.

Or: equivalent qualifications and experience.  Applications from students on BTEC or Access courses, applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.

GCSE Mathematics and English Language and Literature grade A-C are preferred.

2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

We expect typical entry qualifications to be a minimum of 220 A level points or IB equivalent.
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Students graduating from this course will be well placed to pursue careers in :

· academic research on international issues in any one of the core disciplines or in a related subject such as international relations;

· international law; 

· an international organisation or multinational company;

· journalism or media production; 

· diplomacy; 

· international finance and banking;

· tourism;

· international consultancy; 

· an international non-governmental body.

A degree in international studies would qualify students to undertake conversion courses in areas such as teaching, law, and accountancy.  It would also, as a degree-level qualification, be doubtless suitable for the wide range of corporate opportunities where a degree of internal postgraduate training is provided.  

The multidisciplinary nature of international studies implies that graduates may be considered for the wide range of posts applicable to the core disciplines.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

As a new field, International Studies has no pre-existing externally ratified indicators of quality. However, as can be seen from the CVs in the Resources Document, the Field team is composed of experienced and recognised academics of repute who are widely recognised through research activity and publications. Many key subjects have achieved excellent TQA ratings in core areas of the curriculum such as Politics, History, and Economics.

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

N/A
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