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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD
1.
Title: MA Contemporary European Philosophy 

The field is available in the following forms: 
· MA Contemporary European Philosophy (full field)
2.
Modes of Delivery


The Field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time, over 18 months, from late September to the following March (one year on)
· Part-time, over 30 months, from late September to March (two years on).
3. FEATURES OF THE FIELD
The proposed programme will complement and extend the Centre for Research in Modern European Philosophy's existing offer of MA programmes ('Modern European Philosophy', 'Aesthetics and Art Theory' and 'Philosophy and Contemporary Critical Theory') with a specialised programme focusing on the field of Contemporary European Philosophy. The programme offers students a unique international and interlinguistic orientation in current philosophical work. 

A good reading knowledge of French is a requirement for admission to the programme; the minimum level of French required should normally correspond roughly to an A grade at 'A' level, or the equivalent.

     Completion of the MA will run over 18 months and require 240 credits (i.e. 120 ECT; see next section). Students will take four 30-credit taught modules, one 30-credit 'Special Study' module PHM469, and then the CEP Dissertation module PHM404, worth 90 credits. 


The programme will be organised around a compulsory module PHM461 'Contemporary European Philosophy', taught in the first semester at Kingston by staff in the CRMEP. Most of the material for this module will be drawn from work published in the last decade or so, and where appropriate from work published in the last few years. Unlike other CRMEP modules, as far as possible the teaching materials will be in the original languages of publication: French, English and also some texts in Italian and German (though the latter will only be included where an English or French translation is also available to be used alongside the original). The guiding themes of this core module are indicated by the keywords in its title: it aims to introduce students (a) to problems of temporality and epochality implied by the designation 'contemporary', and (b) to recent debates concerning the question of 'European' philosophy in its relations with 'other' or non-European thought. 


The 'Special Study' module PHM469 will also be specific to this MA, and will involve guided independent work on a major contemporary philosopher, to be chosen by the student. It will be taught through a combination of individual and group tutorials, beginning with initial group tutorials at Kingston in the autumn, and continuing with group and individual tutorials in Paris in the spring. It will be assessed in the same way as all our other taught modules, with two pieces of coursework.


Students will be free to choose their three other taught-modules, selecting one from the full existing range of MA courses offered by the CRMEP at Kingston in the autumn and then two of the courses offered by the Philosophy Department at Paris 8 in the spring. They will have the choice of writing their MA dissertation in either London or Paris or a co-supervised combination of both, and in either English or French. Full-time students take two modules each teaching semester, part-time students take one.

Coursework for Kingston modules should normally be written in English; coursework for the Paris modules can normally be written in either French or English, and the decision will rest with the tutor of the Paris 8 module involved. There will usually be a visiting professor from Kingston teaching two modules in the Paris Philosophy programme every semester, and course-work for these modules can always be submitted in either French or English.


There are no prerequisites to any of the taught modules, although students must have completed PHM461 and the 'Special Study' module PHM469 before they can submit the Dissertation PHM404.

The programme offers students training in advanced research and writing skills, and an opportunity to engage in lively and critical debate with staff and their fellow students, in the context of an active research culture. The CRMEP is widely recognised as the UK's most dynamic and inventive centre for work on modern and contemporary European philosophy. It now hosts the largest single concentration of scholars working on contemporary European philosophy in the UK, and perhaps anywhere in the anglophone world; the teaching team that transferred to Kingston from Middlesex in the summer of 2010 (Eric Alliez, Peter Hallward, Peter Osborne and Stella Sandford) has since grown to include Etienne Balibar, Howard Caygill and Catherine Malabou. In recent years, the three MA programmes run by the CRMEP (in Modern European Philosophy, Aesthetics and Art Theory, and Philosophy and Contemporary Critical Theory) have come to be acknowledged as leading courses in their field, and they are now among the largest and most successful programmes of their kind in the country.

This new programme combines the strengths of Kingston's CRMEP with the renowned expertise and experience of the Paris 8 teaching staff. The Paris department was established by Michel Foucault in the immediate aftermath of May 1968, and quickly attracted many of the most original and inventive French thinkers of the day. Most of the French philosophers we teach on CRMEP MA modules themselves taught at Paris 8 – in addition to Foucault, the list includes Deleuze, Ranciere, Balibar and Badiou. Today Paris 8 remains a lively and inventive place, and while in Paris, students can also participate in the full range of lectures and events organised by other institutions, including in particular the remarkable range of open courses held at the Collège International de la Philosophie, courses held at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, and so on.


The MA in CEP should appeal both to students with a background in general or analytical Philosophy, and to students with undergraduate degrees in related subjects like literature, politics and political theory, cultural studies, art history, and so on. It provides an ideal preparation for doctoral research in Philosophy and also in related fields in the humanities and social sciences, in particular modern languages, comparative literature and cultural studies/critical theory. The MA also prepares graduates for a wide range of careers in education, the arts, politics and public policy.


During their Kingston residence, students are offered the usual wide range of support and advice, including personal engagement with tutors in seminars and office hours, dedicated support and advice for postgraduate students from the faculty’s Academic Skills Centre and regular information, discussion, and support offered via StudySpace, the University’s Virtual Learning Environment. While at Paris, students can access the full range of Paris 8 services, as outlined in the Resources Document and department brochure (http://www-arts.philosophie.univ-paris8.fr/opencms/opencms/p8p/fr/index.html).

The MA programme is further enhanced by the lively series of research events run by both institutions. The CRMEP organises regular research seminars (normally every second Thursday evening during term time) and an average of two or three conferences or workshops each year. Recent speakers at research seminars include Giorgio Agamben (Università IUAV di Venezia), Stephen Houlgate ( University of Warwick), Kojin Karatani (Columbia University), Andrew Benjamin (Monash University), Donna Haraway (University of California), Quentin Meillassoux (École Normale Supérieure), Isabelle Stengers (Université Libre de Bruxelles), Alberto Moreiras (Duke University), Barbara Cassin (CNRS) and Slavoj Zizek (Institute for Social Studies Ljubljana). 

In the last few years, the CRMEP has organised conferences on 'Transdisciplinarity' (January, March and May 2012),  'Psyche and Philosophy' (December 2011, with Paris 8), Foucault (December 2010), 'Transdisciplinarity in French Thought' (April 2010), Alain Badiou (November 2009), 'Concept and Form' (May 2009), 'Undoing the Aesthetic Image' (January 2009), 'The Guattari Effect' (April 2008), 'Aesthetics and Contemporary Art' (March 2008), 'Art and Immaterial Labor' (January 2008). CRMEP research events are further supplemented by other research events at Kingston (notably the seminars arranged through the new London Graduate School), and by Kingston’s lively extracurricular and cultural events programme (notably in English, Art and Design).
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD


The general aims of the Field are:

· to offer students the opportunity to study contemporary European philosophy to an advanced level within a taught programme, based at two of the field's most respected and productive institutions;
· to enhance students’ knowledge of some of the main lines of inquiry in contemporary European philosophy, informed by an awareness of their grounding in the development of the post-Kantian philosophical tradition;
· to enable students to develop an advanced understanding of current debates in the field of contemporary European Philosophy, notably in France and Italy, but also in Germany and the UK;
· to provide students an opportunity to work (and if desired, to write) in two languages, English and French, and to study in two distinct national and institutional contexts;

· to foster students’ ability to develop general philosophical skills, both in class discussions and in individual written work, of interpretation, analysis, criticism and argument;
· to provide training in advanced research skills and the use of research resources, both physical and electronic;
· to develop students’ ability to construct a complex argument and to express that argument in clear and accurate prose;
· to provide students with a solid foundation for further postgraduate research or professional development.
This programme allows for three exit qualifications: Joint Masters (240 credits), Joint Post-Graduate Diploma PgDip (120 credits), and (Kingston only) Post-Graduate Certificate PgCert (60 credits). 
D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE PROGRAMME

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the course, students will have an advanced knowledge and understanding of:

· several prominent debates and lines of inquiry in contemporary European Philosophy (notably in France and Italy);
· the multiple meanings of the terms 'contemporary' and 'European', in the light of current reflection on philosophy in Europe;
· the formative role of the post-Kantian philosophical tradition (especially Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Freud) in the development of contemporary European philosophy;
· the ongoing significance of debates that began in the 1960s about a range of fundamental concepts: subject, structure, discipline, history, politics (e.g. in the work of French thinkers like Althusser, Foucault, Derrida and Deleuze);
· the main ideas and arguments of at least one major contemporary thinker, with a particular focus on their principal text(s) (e.g. thinkers like Benjamin, Adorno, Deleuze, Badiou, Agamben, Negri...);
· some of the distinctive concepts, features and modes of argument and presentation of contemporary philosophy in France, Italy or Germany.
2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:

· interpret and analyse complex and difficult philosophical texts, informed by current critical practice

· consider and critically examine unfamiliar ideas and terminology

· recognize methodological errors, rhetorical devices and unnoticed assumptions 

· construct and sustain complex arguments about matters of a fundamental and abstract nature, and express them in clear and accurate English prose.
3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:

· work independently and manage their time effectively

· prepare and present written work to standards comparable to those current in published academic discourse
· prepare and deliver effective oral presentations of their work

· locate appropriate electronic and physical research resources and plan a programme of library-based research appropriate to an MA dissertation

· organise and sustain wide-ranging research over a period of time and to structure and present a complex argument in a coherent fashion

· make well-informed choices about further academic study or a career and/or take appropriate steps to locate bodies for grant applications in order to undertake a higher degree and/or identify routes to get their work published.

4.
Key Skills

a.
Self awareness skills

· ability to listen and engage with varied points of view

· ability to accept accountability for decision-making, including use of and responses to supervision

· ability to manage research time effectively

b.
Communication skills

· ability to make in-class presentations, to participate in class discussions, and in supervisory tutorials

· ability to present suitable work at a suitable standard

· study in both English and French

c.
Interpersonal skills

· ability to participate in group discussions and engage with other points of view

d.
Creativity and problem solving

· ability to prepare, construct and sustain complex arguments about matters of a fundamental and abstract nature, and to express them in clear and accurate prose, in English and (if desired) French.

e.
Research and information literacy skills

· ability to interpret and analyse complex and difficult philosophical texts, informed by current critical practice

· ability to locate appropriate electronic and physical research resources and plan a programme of library-based research appropriate to an MA dissertation

· ability to plan and research pieces of written work of widely varied lengths and styles.

f.
Numeracy

· The research methods and training involved in this course will reinforce the basic numeracy skills required of students on a humanities course.

g.
Management and leadership skills

· The self-awareness, communication and interpersonal skills (listed above) will contribute to the development of a student's management and leadership skills.
E. FIELD STRUCTURE & CONTENTS


This programme is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework, adapted to meet the special requirements of a joint French-British degree. Fields in the PCF are made up of modules that are designated at level 7. The minimum requirement for a Postgraduate Certificate in CEP is 60 credits (and will be issued by Kingston University only), for a Postgraduate Diploma it is 120 credits (issued jointly by Kingston and Paris 8) and for the MA degree (issued jointly by Kingston and Paris 8) 240 credits. In some instances the Certificate or Diploma may be the final award and Certificates and Diplomas may be offered to students who only complete specified parts of a Masters degree, which must include the core module (PHM461 Contemporary European Philosophies). All students will be provided with the PCF regulations.


The duration of the Contemporary European Philosophy Master’s degree programme is 18 months full time and 30 months part time. An academic year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks, including an examination period).


The programme has been designed to offer coherence and flexible progression throughout the degree. Completion of the MA will require 240 credits (i.e. 120 ECT). Students will take four 30-credit taught modules (two at Kingston, two at Paris), one 30-credit 'Special Study' module (begun informally at Kingston and assessed in Paris), and then the CEP Dissertation module PHM404 (prepared in either Kingston or Paris or a combination of both), worth 90 credits.  

       One of the four taught modules will be a compulsory core module, PHM461 'Contemporary European Philosophies', taught in the autumn semester at Kingston.  CEP students can choose their other Kingston module from the list of all other CRMEP autumn courses. These currently include: PHM471 Kant and the Aesthetic Tradition,  PHM475 Art Theory: Modernism, Avant-Garde, Contemporary, PHM481Kant and His Legacy, PHM482 Hegel and his Legacy, PHM490 Critique Practice Power, and PHM498 Psyche, Subject, Sex. (Part-time students who spend a spring semester at Kingston will also be able to choose their second module from the spring semester modules, including in particular PHM484 Recent French Philosophy, PHM486 Topics in Modern European Philosophy, and PHM496 Recent Italian Philosophy).

The 'Special Study' module PHM469 will be specific to this MA, and involve guided independent work on a major contemporary philosopher, to be chosen by the student. It will be taught through a combination of individual and group tutorials, mainly in the spring semester, and assessed in the same way as all our other taught modules, with two pieces of coursework.

       Full-time students take two modules each teaching semester, part-time students take one. There are no prerequisites to any of the taught modules, although students must have completed PHM461 and PHM469 before they can submit the Dissertation PHM404.


PHM404 involves preparation of a sustained and coherent piece of writing of approximately 20,000 words, to be written between June and the following March. The topic of a dissertation is to be determined by the student, in consultation with a supervisor. It will involve participation in the same or similar research skills workshops as PHM400 (i.e. oral presentations, editing and composition, IT and electronic resources), and preparation of a similar pass/fail 2,000 word dissertation proposal, plus two other components: an additional pass-fail component, consisting of a 2,000 word literature review (to be submitted in mid autumn), and an oral 'interim progress presentation' (planned for the end of the autumn semester). It will also involve additional supervision meetings, from October through February.


The normal timetable for the dissertation, then, for CEP students who prepare it at either Kingston or Paris, will roughly run as follows (on the full-time pattern), perhaps with minor variations across the two institutions:
· early June of first year: editing, composition, and electronic resources seminars;

· mid June of first year: initial identification of general area or topic, and allocation of supervisor;

· late September or early October, second year: oral presentation of dissertation proposal, followed one week later by submission of 2,000 word written dissertation proposal;

· November, second year: submission of 2,000 word literature review; 

· December or January, second year: interim progress oral presentation, offering an overview of their work thus far; 
· March, second year: submission of dissertation.

In addition to the research skills seminars included in the early stages of the dissertation module, research training is provided through (a) a dedicated meeting with Learning Resources specialists in the initial weeks of the first semester, (b) an overview of academic writings skills and conventions (planning, composition, editing, referencing) in the core module, and (c) two timetabled one-on-one tutorials for each Kingston-based module, mainly devoted to course-work preparation.

FIELD CONTENTS

Fig 1 MA Contemporary European Philosophy (full field)
Students take four 30-credit taught modules, the 30-credit Special Study module PHM469, and the 90-credit Dissertation module PHM404.

The following three modules are core:
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	PHM461 
	Contemporary European Philosophies (KU)

	30

	PHM469 
	Special Study (P8)
	30

	PHM404
	Dissertation (KU or P8)
	90




In addition to the above, students choose 90 credits from the following list of free choice modules; one of these modules must be taken at Kingston (in the autumn for f/t students, in either the spring or following autumn for p/t students), and the other two at Paris (in the spring for f/t students, in either the spring or autumn for p/t students):
Kingston autumn semester options
	PHM471
	Kant and the Aesthetic Tradition
	30

	PHM475
	Art Theory: Modernism, Avant-Garde, Contemporary
	30

	PHM481
	Kant and His Legacy
	30

	PHM482
	Hegel and His Legacy 
	30

	PHM490
	Critique, Practice, Power
	30

	PHM498 
	Psyche, Subject, Sex
	30


Paris spring semester options
	PHM410
	Jacques Rancière
	30

	PHM411
	Brain and Thought
	30

	PHM412
	The Kleistian Critique of Transcendental Idealism
	30

	PHM413
	The Real of Cinema
	30

	PHM414
	Epistemology of the Human Sciences
	30

	PHM415
	Philosophers' Ghosts
	30

	PHM416
	The Art of Living
	30

	PHM417
	Gilles Deleuze
	30

	PHM418
	Spinoza
	30

	PHM419
	The Politics of Images
	30

	PHM420
	Political Philosophy and Socialism
	30

	PHM430
	Marx and the Philosophy of the Subject
	30


Additional options for p/t students
Kingston spring semester options
	PHM472
	Romantic Philosophy of Art
	30

	PHM474 
	Plasticity and Form
	30

	PHM483 
	Nietzsche and Heidegger 
	30

	PHM484
	Recent French Philosophy
	30

	PHM486
	Topics in Modern European Philosophy
	30

	PHM494 
	German Critical Theory
	30

	PHM496
	Recent Italian Philosophy
	30

	PHM497
	Marx and his Legacy 
	30


Paris autumn semester options
	PHM422
	Contemporary Art and Philosophy
	30

	PHM423
	Repetition, Trauma and Event
	30

	PHM424
	Theories of Evil
	30

	PHM431
	Political Philosophy
	30


FIELD STRUCTURE

Fig 2: Field Structure Summary

	Duration of Field
	18 months full time

30 months part time

	Structure of Academic Year
	Two fifteen-week semesters, including examination period; one period of eight months’ duration for completion of the Dissertation PHM404.

	Modules included at each level
	Any module may be completed in any semester throughout the degree, subject to availability (with the exception of the core modules PHM461 and the dissertation PHM404, which is prepared after the completion of PHM461 and PHM469).

	Status of each module
	PHM461, PHM469 and PHM404 are core for the full field. In addition, students choose 90 credits from the selection of free choice modules being offered in any one year.

	Credit Value
	Each of the taught modules carries 30 credits. The Dissertation (PHM404) carries 90 credits.


F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS


· There is no benchmark statement relating specifically to Philosophy at Level 7 and the Quality Assurance Agency has no published plans to produce one in the near future*. Where appropriate, we are guided by the most recent QAA benchmark statement for Philosophy at Honours level (Currently QAA 160 02/07).
· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The central aim of teaching and learning is to equip students with the advanced skills, knowledge and cognitive abilities required to conduct detailed independent research into philosophical topics and to present that research in structured and fluent academic discourse. The primary purpose of classroom teaching is thus to develop students’ capacity to engage with complex ideas and to direct their own critical lines of inquiry, rather than merely to impart knowledge. Classroom discussion centres on analysis of philosophical texts guided by the tutor, but demands a high level of student participation and peer review, both formal and informal. Self-directed study develops students’ abilities to conduct research independently and to manage time efficiently. The dissertation brings together these abilities, and allows students to develop their capacity to conduct extended research and to construct a detailed and sophisticated argument.


Students take 120 credits from four taught modules, which are typically run as a series of seminars (lasting two and a half to three hours) over twelve weeks. Classroom sessions in these modules are responsive to student needs, and the use of class time will vary according to the content of particular modules, their place within the programme, and a combination of different teaching strategies, including formal lectures, staff- and student-led seminar discussions, and student presentations. Formal lectures are knowledge-focused. Seminar discussions explore the understanding of set texts and lecture materials and develop skills of exegesis, argumentation and oral presentation. Where appropriate, brief (formatively assessed) oral presentations will help students develop their own understanding of the essentials of particular texts and topics. Students will receive individual tutorials to discuss essay topics and any issues they may find particularly difficult on the modules, and receive feedback on assessed written work. Student will also learn autonomously through independent study of set texts, library research, peer engagement and discussion both inside and outside the class, and through individual writing.

In addition to these four taught modules, CEP students take the 'Special Study' module PHM469, which serves as a kind of bridge between the taught modules and the dissertation. It will involve guided independent work on a major contemporary philosopher, to be chosen by the student in conjunction with a supervisor. It will be taught through a combination of individual and group tutorials, beginning with initial group tutorials at Kingston in the autumn, and continuing with group and individual tutorials in Paris in the spring. It will be assessed in the same way as all our other taught modules, with two pieces of coursework, an initial exercise and a final essay, and with formative assessment through both individual and group tutorials.


Formative assessment and peer engagement are also prominent features of the Research Skills seminars which are included as part of the Dissertation module PHM404. In the Dissertation module, students apply the skills and knowledge acquired during the taught phase of the degree to the preparation of an extended piece of research-based writing. Although this phase of the degree is largely self-directed, students are assigned a supervisor who is an appropriately qualified member of the Philosophy team, either at Kingston or Paris. Students meet regularly with their supervisor while preparing their dissertation to discuss the scope and intellectual content of the dissertation, research strategy and, as appropriate, early drafts of parts of their dissertation.

Students must avoid significant overlap in material submitted as coursework for different modules, including the Special Study and Dissertation.


In addition to structured teaching, guidance is available for students throughout the year through the provision of specific pre-set Office Hours, during which all members of the teaching staff are available for consultation with students (normally 3 hours per week). Students are encouraged to meet with teaching staff at such times, and at other times by appointment, for individual tutorial sessions. Students may also draw on the resources of the faculty’s Academic Skills Centre, which runs regular sessions specifically for postgraduate students.

H. ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessments throughout the MA in Contemporary European Philosophy relate not only to the learning outcomes for individual modules, but also reflect those of the programme as a whole. Throughout, assessment is designed to test students’ knowledge of their chosen topic, their ability to engage with their topic using appropriate philosophical models combined with current critical practice, their ability to prepare and complete advanced research projects and their ability to express complex ideas in accurate, structured and fluent academic discourse. 

Assessment on the taught modules is not merely summative but is also formative in relation to the overall aims of the programme. In addition to regular weekly office hours, individual tutorials are scheduled with module tutors both mid-way through each module, and during the final week of each module, specifically to help students prepare for their written work. For the core module PHM461 at a minimum (and for other first semester modules if research student funding permits), two additional group tutorials led by a teaching assistant (a current PhD student in the CRMEP) are intended to offer additional help with coursework, and to receive additional (informal) feedback from someone other than the module tutor. Writing skills are also addressed specifically in one of the Dissertation module workshops, on editing and composition; starting in the autumn of 2012, we plan to run this workshop for all students, mid-way through the autumn semester.


Coursework and assessment is designed to allow students to reflect on and develop their work over the course of the degree and, in particular, to help prepare them for the dissertation. All the taught (30 credit) modules, including the Special Study module, are summatively assessed by two pieces of coursework:

· A 1,500-word exercise, submitted at or before the mid-way point of the module, worth 20% of the final mark. This exercise takes different forms in different modules; it normally involves answering a small number of assigned questions, and/or a critical commentary on a selected passage from a set text. The emphasis is on comprehension and interpretation of central concepts or problems at issue in the module's primary text. Assessment of the exercise provides early feedback on a student's writing, along with suggestions for improvement.

· A 3,000-word essay, submitted several weeks after the end of the module, worth 80% of the final mark. The topic is chosen by the student from a list of a wide range of topics and questions prepared by the module tutor. Preparation of the final essay includes at least one scheduled tutorial with the module tutor. 

The essay (or its published equivalents: a journal article or book chapter) remains the predominant form of scholarly discourse in the humanities. A successful essay requires that the student formulate a clear and coherent argument backed up with appropriate evidence, supported by an adequate theoretical and methodological framework and written in lucid and structured English prose. The discipline required to achieve these goals within a compass of approximately 3000 words tests students on many practical and intellectual levels. Given the wide range of texts and problems at issue in the course as a whole, students will be confronted with a diverse range of essay topics, and encouraged to write according to different strategies or in different styles, but the programme's assessment strategy is based on the idea that repeated opportunities to master this crucial academic exercise allows for cumulative improvement and is an essential part of graduate student training. The high level of engagement and skill required ensures that the essay is still the most effective way of assessing ability in a discipline like Philosophy, and it also corresponds roughly in length and structure to a conventional conference presentation – another essential (and transferable) graduate skill, but one less suited to formal assessment.

In addition, all CEP students are assessed by a Dissertation of approximately 20,000 words. The Dissertation module includes preparation of a preliminary research proposal of around 2,000 words and a literature review of 2,000 words, which both receive formative assessment, and figure as pass/fail components of the module. It also involves three oral presentations (indication of general topic/area; outline of proposal; interim progress report) and participation in two further research skills seminars (editing/composition, and IT/electronic resources). As an extended essay, preparation of the dissertation demands some of the same skills as a standard essay. However, the scale of the dissertation additionally tests the student’s ability to organise and sustain wide-ranging research over a period of time, and their ability to structure and present a complex argument in a coherent fashion.

The skills required to prepare these assessed elements will be developed in a variety of formative activities throughout the module, notably through class discussion, feedback on in-class presentations, and individual tutorials.
MAPPING DIAGRAMS
Mapping diagram indicating through which modules field learning outcomes will be met.

Key:

F = learning outcome assessed formatively

S = learning outcome assessed summatively

FS = learning outcome assessed both formatively and summatively
1.
Knowledge and Understanding
On completion of the course, students will have a knowledge and understanding of:

	MODULE
	Several prominent debates and lines of inquiry in contemporary European Philosophy (notably in France and Italy)
	The multiple meanings of the terms 'contemporary' and 'European', in the light of current reflection on philosophy in Europe
	The formative role of the post-Kantian philosophical tradition (especially Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Freud) in the development of contemporary European philosophy.
	The ongoing significance of debates that began in the 1960s about a range of fundamental concepts: subject, structure, discipline, history, politics (e.g. in the work of French thinkers like Althusser, Foucault, Derrida and Deleuze).
	The main ideas and arguments of at least one major contemporary thinker, with a particular focus on their principal text(s)
	Some of the distinctive concepts, features and modes of argument and presentation of contemporary philosophy in France, Italy or Germany
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	PHM430 Marx and the Philosophy of the Subject
	FS
	
	FS
	FS
	
	FS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	FS

	[Additional options for p/t students]
	
	
	
	
	
	FS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	FS

	PHM472 Romantic Philosophy of Art
	FS
	
	FS
	FS
	
	FS

	PHM474 Plasticity and Form
	FS
	
	
	
	
	FS

	PHM483 Nietzsche and Heidegger
	FS
	
	FS
	
	
	FS

	PHM484 Recent French Philosophy
	FS
	FS
	
	FS
	FS
	FS

	PHM486 Topics in Modern European Philosophy
	FS
	
	
	FS
	FS
	FS

	PHM494 German Critical Theory
	FS
	
	FS
	
	FS
	FS

	PHM496 Recent Italian Philosophy
	FS
	FS
	
	FS
	FS
	FS

	PHM497 Marx and his Legacy
	FS
	
	FS
	
	
	FS

	PHM422 Contemporary Art and Philosophy
	FS
	FS
	
	FS
	
	FS

	PHM423 Repetition, Trauma and Event
	FS
	
	
	FS
	
	FS

	PHM424 Theories of Evil
	FS
	
	
	
	
	FS

	PHM431 Political Philosophy
	FS
	
	
	FS
	
	FS


2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:

	MODULE
	interpret and analyse complex and difficult philosophical texts, informed by current critical practice
	consider and critically examine unfamiliar ideas and terminology
	recognize methodological errors, rhetorical devices and unnoticed assumptions
	construct and sustain complex arguments about matters of a fundamental and abstract nature, and express them in clear and accurate English prose.
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3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:

	
	work independently and manage their time effectively
	prepare and present written work to standards comparable to those current in published academic discourse
	prepare and deliver effective oral presentations of their work
	locate appropriate electronic and physical research resources and plan a programme of library-based research appropriate to an MA dissertation
	organise and sustain wide-ranging research over a period of time and to structure and present a complex argument in a coherent fashion
	make well-informed choices about further academic study or a career and/or take appropriate steps to locate bodies for grant applications in order to undertake a higher degree and/or identify routes to get their work published.
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4.
Key Skills
	
	Self awareness skills
	Communication skills
	Interpersonal skills
	Creativity and problem solving
	Research and information literacy skills
	Numeracy
	Management and leadership
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Module Delivery and Assessment Points (indicative, for a full-time student)

Semester 1

	Module
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5


	Week 6 [reading week]
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Exam Period

	PHM469
	
	
	
	
	
	
	first exercise due (20% of final mark)
	
	
	
	
	tutorials
	Final essay due (80% of final mark)

	Option 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	first exercise due (20% of final mark)
	
	
	
	
	tutorials
	Final essay due (80% of final mark)


Semester 2

	Module
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4 
	Week 5


	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Exam Period

	Option 2
	
	
	
	
	
	first exercise due (20% of final mark)
	
	
	
	
	
	tutorials
	Final essay due (80% of final mark)

	Option 3
	
	
	
	
	
	first exercise due (20% of final mark)
	
	
	
	
	
	tutorials
	Final essay due (80% of final mark)

	PHM469 Special Study
	
	
	first exercise due (20% of final mark)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	tutorials
	Final essay due (80% of final mark)


PHM404 Dissertation: begins in June; literature review due early autumn; interim progress review late autumn; submission in March.

I. ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:


The following will normally be regarded as appropriate admission requirements for the course, though applicants with other kinds of qualifications will be considered on an individual basis: 

· successful completion of a certified programme of study, normally a good (2.1 or upper second class honours or better) undergraduate degree or its equivalent

· where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (IELTS requirement of 6.5) or equivalent must be demonstrated as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations

· adequate level of competence in French; the minimum required is comparable to an A grade at 'A' Level, or the equivalent. 
Applicants without formal qualifications will only be considered in exceptional circumstances, for example, where they are able to demonstrate significant relevant professional experience. All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Applicants will normally be asked to provide a sample of written work. Where the evidence of the fulfilment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

Admission with Advanced Standing*
In very exceptional circumstances, students may be allowed to enter the course with Advanced Standing, subject to the following condition:

The maximum number of credit points awarded for admission with advanced standing will be 50% of the taught modules contributing to the exit award: no exemption will be given for the dissertation and APEL will be calculated on 50% of the credit for the award minus the credit for the dissertation.
This means that accreditation of prior learning will be set at a maximum of the following credit for each of the exit awards:

MA


CATS 60

Postgrad. Diploma
CATS 60

Postgrad. Certificate
CATS 30

Consideration for Admission with Advanced Standing will be based on:

· successful completion of a relevant programme of certificated learning at level 7 (master's level).
· relevant non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

· a combination of relevant certificated and non-certificated learning at an appropriate level.
Selection criteria
Selection criteria reflect the overall commitment of the Philosophy departments of Kingston University and Paris 8 to provide educational opportunities for those who have historically been denied access to higher education: for example, mature women students and students from diverse ethnic backgrounds. We would draw attention to the importance of levels of commitment and motivation in coming to judgments on whether or not prospective students are likely to benefit from, contribute to and successfully complete their studies. With these considerations in mind, the following guidelines will inform decisions on place offers in circumstances where the number of applicants meeting the admission requirements exceeds the number of places available on the course:

a) 
Applicants’ level of interest in and motivation to study the course. Evidence will be derived from application forms, writing samples and/or the interview.

b) 
The extent to which applicants, for reasons of employment and/or domestic commitments, are not in a position to pursue their studies at other HE institutions. Evidence will be derived from application forms, interviews and/or other relevant documentation.

Admissions procedures
The Course Leader and Director of Studies will normally consider all applications in the first instance. Where appropriate, applicants will be invited for an interview with the Course Leader or a senior member of the course teaching team. The decision regarding offers of places will be made by the Course Leader or senior member of the course teaching team. The Course Leader will receive administrative support from the Postgraduate Course Administrator.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The MA in Contemporary European Philosophy degree fosters a range of skills highly desirable to employers, such as high level communication skills, the capacity to deal effectively with substantial quantities of complex information, skills in analysis, critical and creative thinking, language skills, research skills, self-management and the capacity to work to deadlines, meticulousness in written presentation, the ability to work both independently and constructively with others.

While some MA in Contemporary European Philosophy students will be studying to begin or enhance a career path in teaching, research or in the creative industries, other graduates will go into a variety of careers, including public policy, media/journalism, publishing, arts administration, management, marketing, leisure and tourism, IT and a variety of public service and therapeutic fields. For those interested in further research, the course provides an excellent foundation for MPhil/PhD level study in related fields.
K. 
INDICATORS OF QUALITY
 (with reference to the CRMEP)
· Philosophy was awarded a 2.8 in RAE2008 and a 5 (on the old scale) in RAE2001. CRMEP staff are internationally recognised through their research activity and publications, and indicators of esteem include scholarships and research awards, invitations to contribute to journals and edited volumes, invitations to review manuscript proposals, invitations to give lectures, conference contributions and keynote addresses, and requests to contribute to the work of other universities in the capacity of external examiners at MA and PhD as well as undergraduate levels.

· Philosophy was awarded 23 in its Teaching Quality Assessment review in 2001. The Review Team report drew attention to the quality of the MA programmes.

· External Examiner Reports have been consistently positive.

· Graduate destinations on CRMEP MA programmes are indicative of their quality, and some examples are posted at http://fass.kingston.ac.uk/research/crmep/alumni/.
L. APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF


	The MA in Contemporary European Philosophy, a joint award with the University of Paris 8, comprised 240 credits in line with ECTS requirements.  The request for the dissertation to be worth 90 credits – greater than the maximum module size of 60 stipulated in the PCF – was approved  by the Academic Regulations Committee on 14 March 2012


	


Appendix: grade conversion table, Kingston/Paris 8
Kingston Assessment criteria for MA work
	Grade
	Knowledge
	Argument
	Critical Skills
	Expressive Skills

	80% +
	Displays a systematic and sophisticated knowledge and understanding of the subject.          Is extensively researched and shows a critical awareness of current issues within the field. 
	Original argument reflecting synthetically on the issues raised in the module. Authoritative and reflective use of supporting material.
	Demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of theoretical and critical concepts which includes the ability to reflect critically.
	Excellently presented work that conforms to all required academic conventions. Written in a style that is lucid and precise.

	70% - 79%
	Displays a strong and intelligent knowledge and understanding of the subject.          Is extensively researched and referenced in breadth

and depth.
	Incisive and sharply focused argument reflecting synthetically on the issues raised in the module. Authoritative use of supporting material.
	Demonstrates a sophisticated understanding and the ability to critique theoretical and critical concepts.
	As above.

	60% - 69%


	Displays a good knowledge of the subject and combines that with evidence of intelligent insight and appropriate research. 
	An argument that combines evidence with effective supporting material and demonstrates an understanding of issues in terms of debates rather than positions.
	Shows a familiarity with theoretical terms and applies them effectively in relation to relevant critical ideas. 
	Generally work of this kind will be presented to a high standard with accurate referencing, footnotes and bibliography.

	50% - 59%
	Displays a knowledge of the subject with evidence of some appropriate research in terms of primary and secondary sources.
	An evidence-based argument with the use of supporting material. Displays a tendency to understand topics as a matter of position rather than debate.
	Uses some theoretical terms in appropriate ways. Demonstrates some ability to apply critical ideas.
	Work that has some errors in terms of expression and presentation, but shows evidence of an attempt to follow the conventions.

	Fail

49% -
	Fails to display sufficient grasp, breath or depth of knowledge. Inadequate research in terms of either secondary or primary material.
	Lacks a sufficiently clear and focused argument. 
	Fails to display a conceptual or critical understanding of theory.
	Work that contains stylistic errors and is not properly referenced according to accepted academic conventions.


Paris 8, grade equivalents (marked out of 20) and marking criteria
	Note
	Connaissances
	Argument
	Compétences critiques
	Expression

	18 et +

= 80% +

(distinction)


	Présente une compréhension du sujet sous la forme de connaissance élaborée et systématisée. Repose sur une recherche étendue et témoigne d’une perception critique d’un état des questions dans le domaine. 
	Argument original exprimant une réflexion synthétique en lien avec les contenus du cours. Usage adéquat et réflexif de la documentation.
	Fait la preuve d’une compréhension élaborée de concepts théoriques et critiques et d’une capacité à réfléchir d’une manière critique.


	Travail excellemment présenté et conforme à l’ensemble des critères académiques requis. Rédigé dans un style clair et précis.



	16 et 17

= 70% - 79%

(distinction)
	Présente une compréhension du sujet sous la forme d’une connaissance ferme et intelligente. Repose sur une recherche étendue et se fonde sur des références connexes et centrales.
	Argument incisif et resserré exprimant une réflexion synthétique en lien avec les contenus du cours. Usage adéquat de la documentation.


	Fait la preuve d’une compréhension élaborée et d’une capacité à porter un jugement critique sur des concepts théoriques et critiques 


	Voir ci-dessus

	13 à 15

 = 60% - 69%

(commendation or merit)


	Présente une bonne connaissance du sujet associée avec clarté à des apercus intelligents et à une recherche adéquate. 
	Argument clair fondé sur une réelle documentation et montrant une compréhension des contenus du cours en termes de débats plutôt que de positions.
	Fait la preuve d’une familiarité avec des notions théoriques effectivement mises en oeuvre en rapport avec des idées critiques pertinentes. 
	Travail en excellente conformité dans l’ensemble avec les règles concernant les références, les notes de bas de page et la bibliographie. 

	10 à 12

= 50% - 59%


	Présente une connaissance du sujet témoignant d’une consultation appropriée des sources primaires et secondaires.
	Argument constitué d’éléments clairs empruntés à une documentation de base. Présente une tendance à comprendre les questions en termes de positions plutôt que de débats.
	Fait un usage approprié de divers termes théoriques. Fait la preuve d’une certaine capacité à appliquer des idées critiques.
	Travail qui contient des erreurs en matière d’expression et de présentation mais qui témoigne d’un effort pour suivre les règles.

	Défaillant – Inférieur à 10

= Fail 49% -


	Échoue à présenter une connaissance resserrée, élargie ou approfondie d’un niveau suffisant. Recherche inadéquate sur le plan de sa documentation primaire aussi bien que secondaire.
	Manque d’un argument suffisamment clair et central. 
	Échoue à présenter une compréhension théorique conceptuelle ou critique
	Travail qui contient des erreurs de style et ne suit pas les règles académiques en usage.


� The MA in Philosophy and Contemporary Critical Theory ran for five years at Middlesex University, before the CRMEP and its associated staff moved to Kingston in the summer of 2010.
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