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B.   FEATURES OF THE MINOR FIELD
Title

The Field is available in the following form:

BA Honours (X) with French

Modes of Delivery

The Minor field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time

· Part-time

      Features of the Minor Field

The Minor field is designed to enable students to reach a high level of proficiency in French and to prepare them to use their language skills in a variety of social and professional situations. 

The course has a dual focus: firstly to equip students with the linguistic resources and strategies which are essential for advanced oral and written communication in the target language and secondly to enable students to move effectively and accurately between French and English. Successful communication is highly reliant on an understanding of and an empathy with the culture of the speech community and the course offers students the opportunity to study the language through exploring and enjoying aspects of the French culture and society. 

The field is enhanced by the unique experience students will have of spending one semester at a French university thus demonstrating their ability to adapt to a different cultural and academic environment. 

The advanced training students receive as linguists will give them a distinct advantage on the job market in the UK or in Europe; their communication and analytical skills will sharpen and complement the expertise they offer in their main specialism. 

French, as a Minor subject, can be studied in combination with a Major in the following subjects:

Biology

Chemistry

Criminology

Drama

Economics (Applied)

English Language and Communication

English Literature

Environmental Studies

Film Studies

Geography

History

Human Geography

Journalism

Mathematics

Media and Cultural Studies

Politics

Psychology

Television Studies

Visual and Material Culture

C. 
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD
The main aims of the Minor Field are to:

· develop students’ language skills to a high level of competence
· enable students  to  move effectively and with precision between French and English
· allow students to develop the top level communication and analytical skills which are  essential to operating in social, professional or academic situations in France
· enable students to explore aspects of French culture, society and language which will enhance their ability to participate in intercultural exchanges in a global environment
· provide students with the opportunity to gain first-hand experience of living and studying in France.

D. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE MINOR FIELD
1. Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the Minor, students will be able to demonstrate a sound knowledge and understanding of:

· the structures and sub-systems of the French language
· the uses of the French language in a wide range of contexts

· central issues in intercultural communication

· aspects of contemporary French culture and society.

2. Cognitive Skills

On completion of the Minor, students will have developed their capacity to:

· recognise and analyse linguistic and sociolinguistic patterns
· identify and manipulate conventions appropriate to different kinds of written and spoken French
· analyse and evaluate important social and cultural issues in France
· present a reasoned argument.

3. Practical Skills

On completion of the Minor, students will have acquired skills in

· moving with precision between French and English including:
· translating from French into English with appropriate attention to meaning and style
· summarising and translating from English to French accurately and with sensitivity
· liaison interpreting in professional contexts
· writing with clarity and precision in French and English in different styles and formats
· giving oral presentations in French
· speaking in French in a wide variety of registers and contexts
· understanding authentic written and spoken French.

4. Key Skills

a. Communication Skills 

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· make effective contributions to group work and discussions

· make an oral presentation on a complex topic

· read and make use of material from written and spoken sources

· communicate effectively and fluently in writing, as appropriate for particular audiences and purposes

b. Information, Communication and Technology

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· use appropriate ICT to present text and data

· search for, retrieve and store information from ICT sources

· select appropriate on-line information and evaluate its quality

· use on-line communication systems to send and obtain information including the University’s learning management systems.

c. Teamwork

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· Work creatively and flexibly with others to achieve common goals

· Establish and maintain co-operative working relationships, exchange feedback and agree ways to resolve difficulties

· Mediate intercultural difficulties

d. Independent Learning

On completion of the field students will have:

· Developed self-awareness and the ability to monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic and personal development (including career development)

· Developed research and information handling skills as the basis for further academic work and personal development
E. 
FIELD STRUCTURE
The programme has been designed to offer coherence and progression at each level and throughout the field. There are two entry levels into the French Minor programme: students may be admitted to the course with GCSE or with A-level in French. A central/overarching aim of the course at level 1 is to build upon and extend the students’ existing language skills.  The core language modules for post-GCSE students will reactivate and consolidate basic language structures and help them develop their communicative skills in everyday situations. The parallel modules for post-A level entrants will further develop their competence in the French language and place particular emphasis on ease and accuracy of communication in the contemporary register. At level 1, it is essential to introduce all students to more independent ways of learning than they have been used to at school. To this effect, one of the level 1 modules is specifically designed to encourage students to develop appropriate learner’s strategies in order to support their independent acquisition of grammar and lexis. In addition, the Intercultural Communication module enables all language students to explore and understand the interface between culture, communication and language and to study the ways in which people communicate or miscommunicate across different cultural groups. This part of the programme will also provide students with the opportunity to practise their academic and written presentation skills.
At level 2, the programme is intended to enable students to extend their language skills through the study of more demanding French texts and audio/video material and through discussing issues related to contemporary French society and culture. A distinctive feature of the two core language modules at this level is the introduction of the more formal techniques of summary and translation into English. Throughout these modules, there is a strong emphasis on the development of formal written skills in French to express ideas and present logical arguments. The third module offers students a broader view of France and the French language gained from the perspective of Europe. It examines the emergence and evolution of the differing French and Spanish national identities and analyses how the idea of Europe is perceived in these two countries.
All level 3, modules will enable students to capitalise on the linguistic gains made at level 2 (which may have been in some cases further enhanced by a period of study in France) and will help them become fluent communicators in spoken and written French. Students will practise a range of advanced language skills where both fluency and accuracy are emphasised. These include: the ability to handle a variety of written forms and registers; to summarize complex texts; to demonstrate sensitivity and confidence in translating and to sustain a structured and analytical argument in writing or orally. The Business French module will focus more closely on the acquisition of the lexis used in French business environments and will equip students with the specialist communication skills required to operate successfully in a professional context.
Field Content
	Level 1

Post-GCSE entry

· French language 1 FR1238

· French language 2 FR1248

· French Grammar and Vocabulary FR1…*

· Intercultural Communication LG1228

Post-A level entry

· French language 1 FR1258

· French language 2 FR1268

· French Grammar and Vocabulary FR1…*

· Intercultural Communication LG1228

* Not compulsory for Business/Law with French Minors

	Level 2

· French language 1 FR2278 

· French language 2 FR2288 

· European Identity LG2158



	Level 3

· French language 1 FR3298 

· French language 2 FR3208 

· Business French FR3188


Minor Field Structure Diagram
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	FR1238* or
FR1258
	FR1248*

or
FR1268
	FR1…
	LG1128
	FR2278
	FR2288
	LG2158
	FR3298
	FR3208
	FR3188

	Plus 4 modules from the second field
	Plus 5 modules from second field
	Plus 5 modules from second field


*GCSE entrants only

F. 
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS
· The benchmark statement for Languages and related studies (2002) has informed the thinking behind the French Minor programme.

· The Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies  at Southampton is a key point of reference, providing a variety of relevant resources.  These include conferences and reports; research papers, a materials bank for teaching staff, a good practice guide, the provision of various on-line resources and contacts; and a range of projects and initiatives relating to the subject.  Web reference: http://www.lang.ltsn.ac.uk
· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

The Field, in accordance with the University, is SENDA compliant. The Field is also, in line with University policy, moving towards the introduction of Personal Development Plans.

G. 
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES
The approach to Teaching and Learning in the French Minor field is based upon the expectation that students will emerge as competent linguists who can use the French language to communicate in social and professional contexts and can both engage with French or francophone cultural communities and participate in intercultural exchanges.

These priorities are reflected in Teaching and Learning strategies designed to:

· Motivate and support students in acquiring a knowledge of the language and in using it
· Facilitate the development of interpersonal and communication skills and intercultural awareness

· Develop independent learning.

The acquisition of the four language skills: Speaking, Writing, Reading and Listening forms the backbone of the programme and runs through the three levels. Students are offered a varied range of learning opportunities and experience in the French Field including: practical language classes, small group or pair work, lectures and seminars; student-led seminars; workshops; tutorial support; conversation groups with French language assistants; guided and independent use of language laboratory and ICT facilities. 

Teaching takes place through the medium of French although the target language may not be used exclusively, particularly in the teaching of grammar or in translation classes where English is also used. 

Teaching material is chosen from a variety of French sources such as French television and radio, the French press, the Internet and selected textbooks. Students have access to a collection of grammar and vocabulary exercises available on CD Rom in the language laboratory and on-line which they are invited to use as resources for independent study.
Students can also access teaching material through a web-based Learning Management System (Blackboard). Module guides, assessment dates and staff information are available on-line as well as lecture outlines, seminar worksheets and links to French newspapers. Students can, in addition, contribute to Discussion boards on Blackboard. 

Students are encouraged to create their own opportunities for further learning by participating in the extra-curricular activities organised by the French Society and in socialising within the community of Erasmus students thus maximising their exposure to intercultural exchanges.
Students have a unique chance to enhance their learning by electing to spend one semester in France in the second semester of level 2. Workshops aimed at raising students’ awareness of the linguistic, personal and intercultural benefits to be derived from the experience of living and studying abroad are organised early in the course and followed by practical workshops devoted to the preparation of their placement.
The first year experience is seen as particularly important in terms of providing a strong study skills basis and developing learner’s strategies. These priorities are reflected in two level 1 modules:
The Introduction to Intercultural Communication module (LG1128) has an embedded skills agenda and is delivered in weekly seminars and lectures managed by academic advisers drawn from the field teaching team. Additional support through a system of referrals is provided by the Academic Skills Centre, as well as group and individual tutorials to review progress. 
French Grammar and Vocabulary (FR12..) focuses on developing appropriate learner’s strategies to support the independent acquisition of grammar and lexis. This is a “blended learning” module which incorporates “off campus” independent learning and intercalated workshops. Guided learning is provided through a weekly programme of grammar and vocabulary building units available on Blackboard. The workshops are used primarily to test students and to provide feedback on progress and also to exploit interactively the materials provided for vocabulary development.

The differing needs of students with different entry points (post-GCSE and post-A level) are met in this module, which is common to both sets of entrants, by providing “basic” and “extension” grammar units. In the core language modules, both sets of students are taught separately thus enabling the post-GCSE entrants to benefit from intensive teaching in an “accelerated” group. The post-GCSE students are subsequently invited, during their second semester at level 1, to attend some supplementary classes alongside the post-A level students. In addition, a learning pack to be used as a further learning resource during the summer is specifically designed to support former GCSE entrants move from level 1 to level 2.

At Level 2 and 3 students gain practice in the specialist language skills expected from linguists such as translating, summarising, and interpreting. Good communication skills which will be indispensable to students in their future professional life are emphasised in all modules. In particular, the level 3 module, Business French is specifically designed to equip students with work-related specialist lexis and language techniques and includes a rolling programme of oral presentations and student-led seminars.
H. 
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES
Assessment strategies are matched to aims and learning outcomes at each level of the programme. There is a range of assessment methods within and across levels, designed to test acquisition of knowledge and competence in the different language skills. Consistent and constructive feedback is an integral element in the assessment strategy. There is a balance over the levels between formative and summative assessment. 
At level 1, the emphasis is on regular, informal formative assessment. For example, Intercultural Communication is assessed through an essay but also has a Portfolio which is the main vehicle through which formative activities and feedback are delivered. The Portfolio tasks are linked to the content of the lectures and are specifically designed to develop the students’ essay writing skills. They are integrated into the scheme for rewarding participation in the first year and they are used to direct the students’ independent learning and to structure the seminar, the ASC and the Blackboard activities. A Portfolio which serves both summative and formative functions is also used in French Grammar and Vocabulary. In this module, students submit a Portfolio of grammar and lexical exercises completed in class which allows them to monitor their own progress through a series of tests and to demonstrate an increasingly accurate and sophisticated grasp of lexical and grammatical structures. 
In the core language modules, classes focussing on the development of language skills are necessarily and primarily interactive which makes it easy to monitor the students’ progress. Formative feedback is given as part of the normal class interaction and in addition students hand in non-assessed homework every week.

At levels 2 and 3, there are more summative assessments including formal examinations and traditional methods of assessment such as essay, report writing or critical commentaries.  An integrated approach is adopted in the testing of some of the language skills where linked assessments such as a Viva on a prepared “dossier” may be used.
I. 
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS
1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

The entry qualifications for the French Minor field are 80 points at A-level in French or 40 points at AS-level or GCSE grade A-B.

Or: equivalent qualifications and experience.  Applications from students on BTEC or Access courses, applications from international students with relevant qualifications and applications from mature students without traditional qualifications are all welcomed.

The entry qualifications for the Major field combining with the French Minor will also apply.

GCSE Mathematics and English Language and Literature grade A-C are preferred.

2. Typical entry qualifications 

Typical entry qualifications may vary according to the Major field but are expected to be 220 A Level points with 80 points at A-level in French or 40 points at AS level or GCSE grade A-B. 
J. 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The French Minor course is designed to foster a range of skills desirable to employers such as advanced language and communication skills, intercultural awareness, self-reliance and good interpersonal skills.

Graduates of French as a Minor subject have many career opportunities in addition to those offered by their main degree specialism. These include: international marketing, international banking, tourism management, advertising, education (primary), human resources and publishing.
K. 
INDICATORS OF QUALITY
The Field team is composed of experienced linguists and practitioners.  Members of staff contributing to the French Minor programme were subject to TQA Review in 1995, when Languages received an Excellent rating (21 points).
Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through: module evaluation questionnaires, External Examiners’ moderation and reports; module logs.

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through: annual course monitoring through subject logs; Faculty Course Review and Quality Assurance; Periodic field review.

L. 
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF
N/a
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