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B.
Features of the Field

1.
Title

MA in Legal Studies

2.
Modes of Delivery

The field is offered in the following pattern:

Part-time

3.
Features of the Field

Students can register on the course in September or January.

C.
Educational Aims of the Field

The main aims of the MA in Legal Studies are to provide students with the opportunity to:

· acquire a detailed knowledge and understanding of the subject matter of their dissertation and to reflect upon  legal rules relating to that subject matter

· develop research and investigative skills and a critical and research-oriented approach to the study of law

· enhance their career opportunities with a postgraduate qualification which emphasises the skills which are central to work success in a knowledge economy

· develop their lifelong learning and continuing professional development.

D.
Learning Outcomes (Objectives) of the Field

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

The main aims of the MA in Legal Studies are to provide students with the opportunity to:

· acquire a detailed knowledge and understanding of the subject matter of  their dissertation and to reflect upon  legal rules relating to that subject matter

· develop research and investigative skills and a critical and research-oriented approach to the study of law

· develop their lifelong learning and continuing professional development.

2.
Cognitive (Thinking) skills

On completion of the field, MA students will have demonstrated the ability to:

· submit areas studied to critical analysis and evaluation

· analyse problems and issues, taking due account of any incompleteness of data or information, and arrive at well-reasoned and supportable conclusions 

· carry out independent data collection and synthesise it so as to resolve problems/issues 

· design and develop a programme of independent research and data collection/analysis

· carry out a focused critical literature review

· develop original thought

3.       Practical Skills

            On completion of the field, MA students will have demonstrated the ability to:

(a) communicate the results of independent research in writing;

(b) use appropriate ICT to present text and data;

(c) search for and retrieve information from ICT sources;

4.        Key Skills

On completion of the field, MA students will have acquired the following transferable skills:

a. Self-awareness Skills

· independent research (carry out independent data collection and synthesise it so as to resolve problems/issues, develop original thought in a legal setting)

· design and develop a programme of independent research and data collection/analysis

· reflection to develop self-awareness skills 

b. Communication Skills

· communicate the results of independent research both in writing
· use appropriate ICT to present text and data

c. Interpersonal Skills

· develop interpersonal skills in through discussions and presentations where appropriate.
d. Creativity and Problem Solving

· problem-based scenarios in workshops develop creativity and problem solving skills
· to make solutions, students search for and retrieve information from ICT sources

e. Research and Information Literacy Skills

· assessments require students to undertake independent research and express their findings through written work.
f. Numeracy

· appreciate the potential relevance of statistical data to legal research

E.
Field Structure

This field is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework. Fields in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated at level M (a small amount of Level 6 credit may occasionally contribute to a postgraduate course).. The minimum requirement for a Master’s degree is 180 credits. The requirements for the award are outlined below. 

Duration of the programme and academic year structure

The maximum duration of the LLM programme is 2-5 years (part-time).


The structure of the MA in Legal Studies

To qualify for the award of MA in Legal Studies, students must successfully complete:

· The Postgraduate Diploma in Law (the Accredited Prior Certificated Learning element)

· The Dissertation Stage (comprising the Legal Research Theory and Methodology module and the Dissertation)

The Accredited Prior Certificated Learning element has a total credit value of 120. The credit value of the Legal Research Theory and Methodology module is 15 and that of the Dissertation 45.

The dissertation stage of the MA in Legal Studies comprises two elements :

· LLM045 The Legal Research Theory and Methodology Module
· LLM015 The Dissertation

The dissertation stage is the equivalent of four modules Legal Research Theory and Methodology module is the equivalent of one module and the Dissertation itself is the equivalent of three modules).

The Legal Research Theory and Methodology module aims to equip the student with the skills required to plan and complete the Dissertation stage and to provide an opportunity to the student to discuss possible research projects and the nature of the research process with members of the MA Course Team. 

The subject-matter of the Dissertation can relate to any area of law but only if the School has a staff member with the expertise needed to provide satisfactory supervision.

F.
Field Reference Points

The field has been designed to take account of QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.
G.
Teaching and Learning Strategies


LLM045 Legal Research Theory and Methodology module

This module aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills sufficient to plan and complete the Dissertation.

LLM015 The Dissertation: Research, Preparation and Supervision.

This will involve preparation of a research question, an evolving discussion of that question between student and supervisor, data collection (if appropriate), literature search, analysis and conclusions. 

H.
Assessment Strategies

The aims of the LLM015 Dissertation are to give the student the opportunity to study an area of law in depth and which will be of interest to the student, to enable the student to further develop the research, analytical, evaluative and critical skills relevant to the taught module assessments and to encourage intellectual curiosity and academic rigour.

The Dissertation will comprise a substantial body (between 12,000 and 15,000 words) of original research carried out by the student in any area of law in respect of which the School is able to provide satisfactory supervision and will allow the student to show evidence of :

· originality of thought

· extensive research skills

· depth and breadth of knowledge and intellectual understanding

· clear and well-structured presentation 

· analytical and critical ability.

  The assessment for the LLM045 Legal Research Theory and Methodology module comprises of a case note and a literature review. The Legal Research Theory and Methodology module is central to developing the Dissertation Proposal and laying firm foundations for effective research.  
I.
Entry Qualifications

1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

A  Conversion Postgraduate Diploma in Law 
2. Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

Insert narrative

The Field Leader will require applicants to provide clear evidence of motivation towards legal research, normally in the form of a written research plan which the applicant wishes to develop on the MA.

J.
Career Opportunities

Students who successfully complete the MA in Legal Studies will have acquired significant research and analytical skills in a specialist area of law and should  therefore have substantially enhanced their prospects of gaining employment in any area of work in which the ability to carry out independent research is valuable.

K.
Indicators of Quality/Course Management

L.
Approved Variants from the PCF


Award of MA in Legal Studies with Distinction and with Commendation

An award of MA in Legal Studies with Distinction or with Commendation shall normally be made when the student has achieved that level in the 60 credits taken at the Dissertation stage.
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