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	1.
	EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

	
	The main purpose of this course is to offer students, all of whom who are already practising naval officers, a negotiated and personalised programme of study which develops them further towards their full potential as safe, competent, ethical, confident, research-minded and reflective practitioners. 
· To enhance students’ abilities in independent study, research, critical thinking and reflective practice, reinforcing an ethos of life-long learning and continuing professional development.
· Facilitate personal and professional development including the transferable, communications and interpersonal skills necessary for managing and developing further a successful, autonomous and independent practice in the naval environment
The aims of the Postgraduate Diploma and the Postgraduate Certificate are the same as those for the MSc except that, since the PG Dip and PG Cert students do not normally undertake either the individual project or the academic paper + reflective summary, they will not have the same opportunity to engage in the in-depth research and problem solving techniques which the Dissertation or academic paper suitable for publication requires. PG Dip and PG Cert are normally given as exit awards when students fail to complete the course.
NOTE: The vast majority of students enter the award with maximum advanced standing (120 credits) derived from successful completion of either the one-year Principal Warfare Officer course or the equivalent Warfare Officer courses for submariners. The final 60 credits can only normally be taken by students who have reached operational performance standard.


	


	Operations 
· Ability to conduct maritime operations up to & including Task Unit Level across the full spectrum of conflict

· Ability to manage resources in the Operations Room 

· A detailed awareness of how the different sources of intelligence contribute to the overall scenario

Policy 
· Wide knowledge and comprehensive understanding of the Rules of Engagement and the ability to advise on their application in complex  situations; 

Strategy  

· Extensive knowledge and understanding of strategy and how it may be applied appropriately; 

· The ability to make general evaluations of  risks through some understanding of the basis of such risks. 

Tactics 
· A thorough understanding of current practice and its limitations, and some appreciation of likely new developments; 

· Extensive knowledge and understanding of a wide range of factors contributing to the development of modern maritime operations 
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	4.
	FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· The field meets the requirements for an award at Masters Level under the framework for higher education qualifications.

· There are no benchmarks at Masters level.


	
	

	5.
	ENTRY CRITERIA

Minimum entry criteria for the field

Normally candidates will have successfully completed the one-year PWO course (above water) or the equivalent Warfare Officer courses for submariners.



Successful completion of the PWO course or the equivalent Warfare Officers course (Intermediate & Advanced)


120 credits of advanced standing








EITHER





OR





MAJOR PROJECT DISSERTATION


(INCLUDES PROJECT PROPOSAL)


60 credits 





AN ACADEMIC PAPER SUITABLE FOR PUBLICATION


20 credits





A REFLECTIVE SUMMARY + PRESENTATION & VIVA


40 credits











KU activities





APCL





3.                 STRUCTURE OF THE AWARD


Note: This is the normal structure for this award. Others are possible.








