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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:

The field is available in the following forms where ‘X’ refers to another field in combination with Criminological Psychology:

· MA X with Criminological Psychology
2.
Modes of Delivery

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time 

Part-time
3.
Features of the Field
The Minor in Criminological Psychology is delivered by experienced criminology researchers and teachers. their expertise in relevant fields such as investigative and forensic psychology and law is a strong resource upon which the programme draws. criminological psychology illustrates the application of psychology to: the explanation of criminal behaviour, investigative techniques to improve crime detection and its relevance to specific areas within the judicial process, such as the provision of eyewitness testimony and jury decision-making. 
This field is increasingly popular with potential students due to its high profile in the mass media, and is also perceived to be beneficial for those wishing to enhance their career opportunities within the criminal justice sector. The aim of this discipline is to develop an understanding of why individuals engage in criminal activities and how psychology can assist in reducing offending.

The Theoretical Perspectives and the Deconstruction of Criminal Behaviour module covers a range of topics: cognitive theories and offending, stages of moral reasoning and offending behaviour, personality theory and criminality, brain anomalies, injury and offending behaviour, sexually deviant behaviour and sex offending, terrorism, risk management and assessment of offenders. These topics have been selected to provide the student with the critical insight into the diversity of offending behaviour and relevant theoretical perspectives which can be used to deconstruct criminality. For example, by examining the social cognitions evident in the behaviour patterns of offenders such as their locus of control, social perspective-taking and moral reasoning. In addition, neuropsychological aspects with regard to brain anomalies and the cause and affect relationship between those and brain injury in the exhibition of criminal behaviour will be analysed. Expertise regarding risk management and assessment of offenders will be provided by practitioners from the Faculty’s Centre for Abuse and Trauma Studies.
The Psychology of the Investigative and Judicial Process module introduces students to a range of topics such as psychology and the British judicial system, investigative approaches to interviewing, detecting deception, bearing false witness, offender profiling, case linkage, eyewitness memory, memory recall in the courtroom, vulnerable witnesses and special measures in court, jury behaviour and decision-making, examining the state of mind and assessment, expert psychological testimony (ethics, code of practice, report writing and practice). By taking this approach the student develops a critical understanding of pertinent stages in the investigative process where psychology may be used to improve interviewing strategies as in the employment of the cognitive interview to assist in the improvement of witnesses’ memory recall. Investigative practice has also been enhanced by the use of psychologically informed methods such as the analysis of crime scene behaviours using clinical expertise and statistical analysis as well as analytical techniques as in case linkage. This course then develops upon the investigative knowledge base provided by encouraging students to identify areas within the courtroom process where psychological techniques could be utilised. Students are subsequently shown, for example, how the robustness of eyewitness testimony may be questioned as well as the factors which may influence juror decision-making. Also, an examination of expert witness evidence from a joint criminological psychology and legal practitoner perspective is provided on this specialist course. Thus, students are taken on an analytical and evaluative journey of the key criminal justice processes of the investigation and presentation of evidence in cases.
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The main aims of the minor field are to:
· integrate theoretical concepts and criminological and psychological  knowledge with real-world applications and practice in field settings 

· enable students to understand psychological theory’s application to various investigative techniques such as interviewing and detection methods.
· facilitate students’ identification and appraisal of psychological factors which can influence the provision of testimony and decision-making within a judicial setting. 

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1. Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of a minor field students will be able to:

· Demonstrate an advanced level of knowledge and critical understanding of the theoretical approaches in criminological psychology.
· Apply critically their knowledge to understanding the diversity of criminal behaviour. 

· Identify the epistemological basis underlying investigative and detection techniques.

· Provide examples of the application of psychological principles used to assess the robustness of certain types of testimony within the courtroom context.
2.
Cognitive Skills  
On completion of the Minor in Criminological Psychology students will be able to demonstrate:
·  The ability to synthesise criminological and psychological theories and use them to deconstruct the complexity of criminal behaviour . 

· A specialised knowledge base which facilitates the identification and critical evaluation of factors that can impact on the provision of testimony in court and the provision of evidence.  
· A comprehension of the psychological factors which underlie enhanced interviewing and detection techniques. 

3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the Minor, students will have acquired skills to:
· Engage with diverse theroretical approaches and apply critically theory to practice. 
4.
Key Skills

On completion of the Minor in Criminological Psychology students will have acquired the following key skills: 

a. Analytic and Problem Solving Skills

· Students will be able to deconstruct criminal behaviour, identify and apply the relevant  psychological theories to offending behaviour drawing on crime reduction strategies. 
· Investigative techniques will also be critically analysed through the evaluation of the quality of evidence and addressing how the process could be improved with the use of psychologically informed methods. 

· In addition, students will have attained the knowledge to identify factors which can bias the reliability of testimony and influence jury decision-making and the importance of taking these into account.
b. Communication skills
· Report writing 

· Academic writing 
c. Research and Information Literacy skills

· Knowledge attained of electronic resources such as databases and  practitioner websites.

· A comprehension of diverse bibliographic databases, academic, professional and pivotal texts shall also be attained. 
E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

This field is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.  Fields in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated principally at level 7. Single modules in the framework are valued at 15 credits and the field will contain two  modules.  The minimum requirement for a Postgraduate Certificate is 60 credits, for a Postgraduate Diploma is 120 credits and for a Masters degree is 180 credits.  In some instances the Postgraduate Certificate and Postgraduate Diploma may be offered to students who only complete specified parts of the Masters degree.  Students will be provided with the PCF regulations.
The minor field provides a strong taught programme for students wishing to gain a solid foundation in contemporary criminology.  
Students must take two Criminological Psychology Modules: 
Core modules (for Criminological Psychology minor)

 Theoretical Perspectives and the Deconstruction of Criminal Behaviour
This module will introduce students to the application of psychological and  criminological theoretical approaches to the explanation of criminal behaviour. 

Psychology of the Investigative and Judicial Process
Students will be introduced to the application of psychological approaches to investigative techniques, the improvement of crime detection, and its relevance to the provision of testimony and decision-making within the judicial system.
Duration of study:

Full time mode:
1 academic year

Part time mode:
2 academic years

Structure of the academic year

Semester 1

16 weeks

Semester 2

16 weeks

Module titles, (provisional) codes, levels and credits

Minor in Criminological Psychology

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits
	Level
	Sem

	CMM420
	Theoretical Perspectives and the Deconstruction of Criminal Behaviour
	15
	7
	1

	CMM421
	Psychology of the Investigative and Judicial Process
	15
	7
	2


F.
COURSE REFERENCE POINTS

The awards made to students who complete the MA programme, or are awarded intermediate qualifications, comply fully with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications.
All of the procedures associated with the course comply with the QAA Code of Practice for Higher Education.
G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

The teaching and learning strategy has been designed to support a curriculum which provides a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of theoretical approaches used in criminological psychology. Students will explore complex issues from alternative perspectives which can challenge their  preconceptions,  thus reflecting the demands students may face in future work settings. In exploring these areas students will have to demonstrate a high degree of independent thought and action, as well as an ability to work with peers in collaborating to enhance knowledge and understanding for mutual benefit. Students will also be required to encounter and fully explore the ethical dilemmas involved in criminological research and policy implementation. 
Teaching will be delivered and managed by members of the Criminology staff team, and where appropriate assisted by colleagues with the relevant professional expertise from the Centre for Abuse and Trauma studies at Kingston University, as well as external expert guest lecturers. 
The strategy encompasses a range of different methods: 
· lectures;

· seminars;

· interactive workshops;

· small group work;

· case studies;

· portfolios.
Lectures will provide an overview of the relevant material, mapping out the terrain and identifying key issues and problems. They will draw on criminology and psychology disciplines and apply these to the explanation, investigation and detection of crime and critically evaluate praxis in this field. The lectures will be supported by seminars, group work and interactive workshops, which will provide students with an opportunity to clarify issues, raise questions and engage in a critical dialogue with lecturers and fellow students.   

H  
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES 

The assessment strategies used in this programme complement the teaching and learning strategy and are designed to assess the development and extent of students’ knowledge and understanding and application of criminology and psychology to the study of crime.  This is achieved by the provision of an assessment of a summative portfolio compilation of an essay and a case study  which reflect skill demands likely to be encountered in professional work settings. 
A breadth of knowledge across the varied topics which compose the specialised field of criminological psychology will be demonstrated by students and assessed formatively by an essay. Their ability to critically apply their knowledge to understanding the diversity of criminal behaviour will be assessed summatively by a case study.  An awareness of how the disposal of offenders is informed by research from this specialised field will be assessed formatively by an essay. Students’ skills in conducting reviews of the available literature in order to provide an analytic argument will be assessed summatively by an essay.
Students will identify the epistemological basis underlying investigative techniques, which will be assessed formatively by individual presentations of a case in class and a critical examination of the investigative techniques used. It will also be expected that students provide examples of the application of psychological principles used to assess the robustness of certain types of testimony within the courtroom context. These will be assessed summatively by the preparation of an  expert witness report. Knowledge of the diversity of special measures available for vulnerable witnesses will be assessed summatively by an essay. Students shall also demonstrate their understanding of the role of the expert witness which will be assessed summatively by the preparation of an  expert witness report. 
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. 
The minimum entry qualifications for the programme are:

· A second class degree or relevant professional practice.  

· Where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (IELTS requirement of 6.5) or equivalent must be demonstrated as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations.
2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

· An upper second class degree in Criminology or equivalent in a cognate subject OR

· Evidence of relevant certificated professional practice OR Evidence of extended non certificated practice in relevant operational settings 
· International students where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (IELTS requirement of 6.5) or equivalent must be demonstrated as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations.

All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence.
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Students graduating from this course will be well equipped to develop a variety of careers involved in the criminal justice field, such as:

· policing;

· probation;

· offender management;
· crime reduction; 

· youth justice; 

· programme evaluation and research;
· related advocacy and policy based organisations.
K.  
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

In 2008 the subject area was commended by Internal Subject Review on a number of grounds including the excellent teaching and support provided to the students, as evidenced through the high level of student satisfaction. The course team has a core of experienced and recognized academics with both practitioner and research qualifications.  
L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF
N/A
	CMM420 (Theoretical Perspectives and the Deconstruction of Criminal Behaviour )
	 Formative Assessment 
	Summative

Assessment 

	Learning outcomes of the minor field route – To be able to:
	
	

	Demonstrate a breadth of specialist  knowledge across the varied topics which compose the field of criminological psychology.
	Interactive Workshops
	Essay 

	Critically apply their knowledge of complex theoretical perspectives to comprehend the diversity of criminal behaviour. 
	Presentation
	Case Study 

	Exemplify an enhanced awareness of research-informed strategies regarding the disposal of offenders within this expert field.
	Seminar Group Work
	Essay or
Case Study

	Illustrate critical skills through comprehensive literature reviews conducted to evidence analytic arguments. 
	Literature Review
	Essay


Map of Learning Objectives of the MA in Criminology
Map of Formative and Summative Assessment Formats for the MA Minor in Criminological Psychology
	CMM421 (Psychology of Investigative and Judicial Processes)
	 Formative 

Assessment 
	Summative 

Assessment 

	Learning outcomes of the minor field route – To be able to:
	
	

	Critically apply their knowledge of psychological principles that can be used to enhance investigative techniques and evaluate courtroom  testimony.
	Interactive Workshops
	Essay or Report 

	Evaluate factors that can result in deception and undermine the provision of evidence.
	Skills testing (using hypothetical scenarios)
	Essay 

	Evidence their critical understanding of the factors which can influence the robustness of different types of testimony within the courtroom context.
	Seminar Group Work
	Report


	Learning Outcomes of the Minor in Criminological Psychology 
	 CMM420
	 CMM421 

	Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of a minor field students will be able to:
	
	

	· Demonstrate an advanced level of knowledge and critical understanding of the theoretical approaches in criminological psychology.
	F/S
	

	· Apply critically their knowledge to understanding the diversity of criminal behaviour. 
	F/S
	

	· Identify the epistemological basis underlying investigative and detection techniques.
	
	F/S

	· Provide examples of the application of psychological principles used to assess the robustness of certain types of testimony 
within the courtroom context.
	
	F/S

	Cognitive Skills  
	
	

	· The ability to synthesise criminological and psychological theories and use them to deconstruct the complexity of criminal behaviour. 
	F/S
	

	· A specialised knowledge base which facilitates the identification critical evaluation of factors that can impact on the provision of testimony in court and the provision of evidence.  
	
	F/S

	· A comprehension of the psychological factors which underlie enhanced interviewing and detection techniques. 
	
	F/S

	Practical Skills
	
	

	· Engage with diverse theroretical approaches and apply critically theory to practice.
	F/S
	F/S

	Key Skills
	
	

	Analytic and Problem Solving Skills
	
	

	· Students will be able to deconstruct criminal behaviour, identify and apply the relevant  psychological theories to offending behaviour 
drawing on crime reduction strategies. 
	F/S
	

	· Investigative techniques will also be critically analysed through the evaluation of the quality of evidence and addressing how the process 
could be improved with the use of psychologically informed methods. 
	
	F/S

	· In addition, students will have attained the knowledge to identify factors which can bias the reliability of testimony and influence 
jury decision-making and the importance of taking these into account.
	
	F/S

	Communication skills
	
	

	· Report writing 
	F/S
	

	· Academic writing 
	F/S
	F/S

	Research and Information Literacy skills
	
	

	· Knowledge attained of electronic resources such as databases and  practitioner websites.
	F/S
	F/S

	· A comprehension of diverse bibliographic databases, academic, professional and pivotal texts shall also be attained. 
	F/S
	F/S


* The Key skills covered in this minor programme would be matched and supplemented  with those covered and summatively assessed in Major combination programmes, ensuring the University’s Key Skills learning outcome framework is fully met.
F indicates a formative assessment which is ungraded. 
S indicates a graded assessment.
Timetable of Scheduled Classes and Assessment Points (Indicative)
Semester 1

	
	W1
	W2
	W3
	W4
	W5
	W6


	W7
	W8
	W9
	W10
	W11
	W12
	Exam Period

	CMM420
Theoretical Perspectives and the Deconstruction of Criminal Behaviour
	
	
	
	
	
	EAW
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Essay or Case Study


Timetable of Scheduled Classes and Assessment Points (Indicative)
Semester 2

	
	W1
	W2
	W3
	W4
	W5
	W6


	W7
	W8
	W9
	W10
	W11
	W12
	Exam Period

	CMM421
Psychology of the Investigative and Judicial Process
	
	
	
	
	
	EAW
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Essay or Expert Witness Report 
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