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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:

BA (Hons.) Media Skills Top Up
2.
Modes of Delivery
The field is offered in a full time and part time mode.
3.
Features of the Field 

The field is offered as a full/part time programme valued at 120 credits @ Level 6. The field is designed to act as a progression route for the FDA Media Skills.
Students who wish to gain entry to this course must successfully complete the FDA Media Skills course at Kingston College.
The primary function of the Media Skills Top Up is to enable students who have successfully completed the Foundation Degree in Media Skills to top up to a BA Honours Degree. The Foundation Degree aims to provide students with a ‘hands-on’ understanding of working within Media and related fields, giving them the knowledge and exposure to either enter into the media, film and creative art industries during or after the course, or the opportunity and skills to continue in higher education. The top up programme is designed to augment these features of the Foundation by focussing upon several key areas appropriate to a degree-level award

· Advanced practical skills

· Advanced critical skills and theoretical understanding
· Independent Study

Students on the top up programme will take a diet of modules designed to enhance their skills on these three areas to a level commensurate with a degree-level award through a variety of challenging modules drawn from existing provision in Media and Cultural Studies, Film Studies and Television and New Broadcasting Media.

The highly practical nature of the Foundation Degree in Media Skills is recognised and enhanced in the top-up programme through the provision of 75 credits of practical modules. Understanding  Multimedia and Interactivity (MD3518) builds on MS1040 (Multimedia and digital applications) and MS2030 (Motion Graphics) to explore critically the nature of interactivity from a wide range of perspectives. Big Ideas for the Small Screen, a practical screenwriting module, (TV3138) builds on MS1030 (Scriptwriting Radio, TV and Film) and MS2020 (Media Core 3), offering practical experience of creating a piece of dramatic writing for TV. Independent Project in Digital Media (MD3508) is a challenging module which offers the students an opportunity to engage in independent practice work through the development of a major project. It acts both as a vehicle for bringing together all of the practical skills developed over their three years of study on the degree, and for demonstrating the students understanding of the interaction between theory and practice,
Advanced critical skills and theoretical knowledge is to some extent assumed and developed in the practical modules just noted. Alongside these, however, students on the Media Foundation top-up will study a wide range of the key theoretical aspects of media, film and television in the remaining 45 credits of their programme. Identity and Difference (FI3238) explores a range of theories and ideas from areas of cultural studies such as post colonialism, post structuralism, post modernism and Foucauldian ideas which have informed critical approaches in cinema. Watch the Skies and French New Wave (TV3228, FI3198) further develop the students’ critical thinking and writing skills. Students wishing to further engage with critical writing may substitute one of the practical modules (MD3518) with any one of the variety of Special Studies offered by Media and Cultural Studies in any one year. 
Strong student support will be in place to aid in the transition to the top up degree and to support the development of the necessary skills for advanced critical writing. Each student will be assigned a personal tutor in keeping with the FASS personal tutor scheme to support the transition, and a diagnostic essay will be set in September and marked by the personal tutor to establish areas of strength and areas for development.
The aims and intended learning outcomes of the Media Skills Top Up are in accord with and supportive of both the mission and goals of the University and the aims and objectives of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Modular Scheme. The former emphasise access, democratic participation, excellence in teaching and research, the realisation of creative potential, firing the imagination of students and lifelong learning. The Modular Scheme’s aims and objectives focus on access, student autonomy, flexibility, coherence, progression and transferable skills.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD 

The main aims of the field are:
· to develop and enhance students’ skills and competencies through engaging with the practical side of media (scriptwriting, production) and in the production of a series of short projects:
· to provide the opportunity for students to realise their creative potential through these practical activities – both as a complement to their academic studies and for their own intrinsic value
· to cultivate a practical and theoretical approach to media that will require students to explore how different bodies of knowledge can be related one to the other and that will develop a capacity for intellectual flexibility
· to encourage the students’ intellectual curiosity and to foster their capacity for critical thought so that the study of Media will promote their ability to understand and be critical of developments in  modern media and culture;
· to develop students’ ability to apply methods of analysis and achieve an understanding of theoretical perspectives which can enable them to appreciate the complexity of concepts, a variety of aesthetic qualities and forms, patterns of culture, and modes of representation.
· To develop an awareness of particular media forms (including film and television), movements and genres, along with their differing organisation of understandings, meanings and affects.  

· to relate students’ theoretical understanding of different media to production practice and to realise and develop their creative potential through engagement in that production practice
· to promote student independent learning and their assuming increasing responsibility for their own learning experiences 
· to develop those study skills, methods of analysis and theoretical perspectives appropriate to investigations in media, film and television so that students will be able to apply these insights in their everyday experience in such a way as to enhance their understanding of and critical purchase on wider social and cultural worlds;
· to promote a range of key skills dealing with the oral and written presentation of information and argument, the production of media products, ICT skills, generic employability skills such as team-working, and competencies in research and investigation that are relevant to both their personal development and future employment;
· to develop a commitment to study and investigation that will encourage a student to embark on a process of lifelong learning ‑ including study of media, film and television  at a higher level ‑ for both their own personal development and to enhance their future employment potential.
D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD 
On the completion of the field the students will have fulfilled the learning objectives under the following areas: 
1. Knowledge and Understanding
Students will further develop their understanding of:

· a range of processes and methods employed in media, film and television.

· a range of theoretical perspectives appropriate to the critical analysis and evaluation of media (including film and television)
· the relationship between practice and theory in media, film and television.

· appropriate  historical and contextual issues.

· appropriate research methodologies for the study of media, film and television.

· the application of theoretical concepts around representation, genre and historical movements to media texts

· a range of practical skills in relation to the writing, pre-production, production and post-production of media texts

2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills 
On completion of the course students will
· have developed the ability and intellectual flexibility to understand and apply the multidisciplinary approaches developed by the course;

· have developed the capacity to understand, analyse and critically evaluate a variety of concepts and theoretical perspectives and different kinds of empirical evidence related to media, film and television;

· have gained specific competence in appropriate methods and techniques for the analysis of media texts;

· have developed the capacity to direct and take control of their own learning experience;

· have acquired general competence in those skills required in research and analysis, and in the presentation of information and argument (in visual,  written and oral form, and for both essays and presentations), thereby enhancing their employment prospects and their capacity to operate efficiently and critically in the wider culture and society.

3.
Practical Skills

On successful completion of the programme students will:
· have earned a range of key transferable skills to do with ICT, oral presentations, report and essay writing that will serve to benefit future employment and lifelong learning processes;

· developed the capacity for preparing and writing formal academic essays, for engaging in discussion and oral presentations, for following proper academic protocols and in a range of other key study skills.

· demonstrated their proficiency in a variety of modes of written and oral performance;

· acquired research skills for the practical investigation of media forms.

· gained proficiency in a range of practical activities;

· developed an advanced competence in a range of communications technologies (involving cameras, appropriate software and digital editing) concerned with recording and assembling sound and image, thereby enhancing their repertoire of useful transferable skills.

· demonstrated their cultural creativity and competence in the range of screenwriting, pre-production and production skills;

· exercised the skills necessary for collaborative work on planning, filming and post-production, independently of continuous staff supervision.

4.
Key Skills

On completion of the degree, students will have acquired the following key skills:

a.

Self awareness skills

· Take responsibility for own learning 
· Recognise own academic strengths and weaknesses, reflect on performance and progress and respond to feedback

· Organise effectively, agreeing and setting realistic targets, accessing support where appropriate and managing time to achieve targets

· Work effectively without supervision in unfamiliar contexts

b.

Communication skills

· Express ideas clearly and unambiguously in writing and the spoken word    

· Present, challenge and defend ideas effectively

· Actively listen to ideas of others in an unbiased way

c.

Interpersonal skills

· Work well with others in a group or team

· Work flexibly and respond to change

· Discuss and debate with others and make concessions to reach agreement

· Give, accept and respond to constructive feedback

· Show sensitivity and respect for diverse values and beliefs

d.
Creativity and problem solving

· View problems from a range of perspectives to find solutions to problems

· Imagine, create and exploit ideas

· Work with complex ideas and justify judgements through effective use of evidence
e.

Research and information literacy skills

· Search for and select relevant sources of information

· Critically evaluate information and use it appropriately

· Apply the ethical and legal requirements relating to both the access and the use                    of information

· Accurately cite and reference information sources

· Use software and IT technology as appropriate

f.

Management and leadership skills

· Determine the scope of a task (or project)

· Identify resources needed to undertake the task (or project) and to schedule and manage the resources

· Evidence ability to successfully complete and evaluate a task (or project), revising the plan where necessary

· Motivate and direct others to enable an effective contribution from all participants

E.
FIELD STRUCTURE
.
The duration of the top up to BA(Hons.) is one academic year at Level 6 or two years part time at Level 6. To gain the BA(Hons.) all modules must be passed. 
	Number
	Title
	Credits

	FI3238
	Identity and Difference 
	   15

	MD3508
	Independent Project in Digital Media
	   30

	FI3198
	French New Wave
	   15

	TV3228
	Watch the Skies: Science Fiction Television and Film
	   15

	TV3138
	Big Ideas for the Small Screen
	   15

	MD3518
	Understanding Multimedia and Interactivity*
	   30


*Students May substitute MD3518 for any one of the Media Special Study modules running in a particular year.
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

1. The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications framework for Higher Education. 

2. Procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.  
3. Staff engaged in teaching film studies, television studies and media are variously actively engaged in research and other related activities. Some are developing research in new areas and presenting their work at conferences and in academic publications. Others are practitioners.
4. Practical modules are compatible with the relevant Skillset standards
G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

The Field’s learning, teaching and assessment strategies have been devised in accordance with the University’s Learning and Teaching Strategy which focuses on helping students to become independent learners and providing an interactive and supportive learning environment.
The essential teaching and learning strategies for the Field include lectures, seminar discussions, interactive workshops, tutorials (where appropriate) and student-directed reading, film viewing and investigative activities. Further, the practical modules foreground group work, the development of a self-reflexive approach and gaining competence in production practices. Specific teaching and learning strategies are determined by the aims and learning outcomes of particular modules and seek to provide a learning environment which recognises different learning styles and needs.
The strategies and the accompanying assessment procedures of individual modules are designed to achieve the general aims and objectives of the degree. These involve, among other things, students gaining a broad knowledge and sound understanding of the programme’s topic areas, promoting their capacity to read, investigate and research and encouraging their skills in developing informed and well-supported arguments (in visual, written and oral form) through a combination of instruction, discussion, discursive writing, sustained reading and the analysis of media and cultural texts. In turn, the practical modules are directed to promoting a range of practical skills and competencies through a combination of group discussion and collaboration, oral critique and task-oriented activities. Feedback on student progress in these areas takes the form of commentary provided on written and oral presentations, tutorial sessions in staff office hours and discussion with a student’s Academic Advisor.

Group discussion, whilst it is not always directly assessed, forms an essential component of most modules’ teaching and learning strategies and is directed to enhancing individual and group communication capacities, to improving presentation skills and encouraging a facility for intellectual argument and debate—all important transferable skills.

Students are required to spend some ten hours a week studying each module. Further, they are expected to assume responsibility for developing their own programmes of directed reading and film viewing across the range of taught modules. The accessing of appropriate web-sites is also encouraged as part of such student-initiated study. Students will also assume responsibility for choosing and developing their own projects in the series of practical modules and in the Special Study modules.

Practical modules have designated spaces with a range of editing workstations, regularly updated software packages, digital cameras and other relevant hardware. In turn, staff and students are backed up by a proficient technical support staff. Learning here is more practice-based than the library-based demands of the ‘academic’ modules.

The teaching strategies deliberately draw on the specialist knowledge, skills and understandings of staff from a variety of subject backgrounds, theoretical orientations and practical competencies, thereby promoting the cross‑disciplinary approach embraced by the team.

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment procedures range through writing essays of different lengths, workshop exercises, reflective commentaries and seminar presentations.. For the practical modules, elements of imaginative creativity will be involved as students write scripts and pitches, and produce short media projects adopting a variety of conventions. 
Module assessments may use all of these various forms. In all cases, however, a major aim is to develop skills and capacities in the effective presentation of evidence and in reasoned argument - in both written and spoken form. Opportunities for feedback to, and discussion with, students on their performances are an integral part of the learning experience. 
Student writing for the field is designed to encourage a capacity for both the close and detailed analysis of particular media texts and the presentation of more general ideas, analyses and argument. Written assignments of different lengths develop in students capacities for concise or for reflective expression, the ability to summarise information and ideas or to develop an argument well‑supported by evidence. 

Formative assessment includes group discussion, contribution to workshops, oral presentations and the submission of proposals and essay plans (for instance, in the Special Study modules). Effective student contributions to seminars and workshops are a regular expectation of staff and range through active participation in group discussion, student‑led seminars, individual seminar presentations and small group activities (especially in workshop sessions).

The practical modules and their modes of assessment are designed to promote group discussion and interaction, particular production skills, creativity and critical reflection. Discussion, the need to operate collectively and the experience of group critiques develop students' capacity for group collaboration. Further, the use of complex production technologies equips students with sophisticated practical competencies in the production of a range of media (websites, photography, film and video). By the same token, writing scripts and making projects for public consumption encourages the refining of interactive communication skills and giving expression to a student's creative capacities. Finally, the need to relate theory (the ‘academic' modules) to practice (the ‘practical' modules) provides invaluable insights into how subsequently to bring the two together.
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I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field.
The minimum entry requirement is successful completion of the Foundation Degree in Media Skills.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
1. The field will equip students with analytical, research, communications and key skills relevant to a wide range of graduate employment.

2. More specifically, it will be of value to graduates seeking employment in the culture, communications and service industries (website design, TV and film production) .

3. The field offers a sound basis for more specialist study at postgraduate level.

4. Students will have a more specific set of practical skills and competencies to enhance their career prospects in the media industries in areas including: 

Production management, 

Production crew,

Post production editing and scriptwriting. 

Freelance in multi media and new media technologies
K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through:

- external examiners moderation and reports

- module logs (MRDPs).

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Subject level are through:

- annual course monitoring through Boards of Study
- the annual National Student Survey (NSS)
- faculty course review and quality assurance

- periodic field review through the university’s Internal Auditing process.

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

None
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