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 A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution:



Kingston University

Programme Accredited by:



Kingston University
Final Award(s):




None
Intermediate Award(s):



N/A
Field Title:





Pre-Masters Programme (PMP)
FHEQ Level for the final award:


NQF level 6
Credit rating by level:



0 credits 
JACs code:





N/A
QAA Benchmark Statement(s):
General business and management, Engineering and Computing
Minimum/Maximum Period of Registration:
2 terms/3 terms
Faculty



FASS
School
International Study Centre (ISC) 
Location:





Kingston University ISC
Date Specification Produced:

 
13 May 2010.
Date Specification Last Revised:


July 2012
B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:





Pre-Masters Programme (PMP)

The field is available in the following forms: Through three Pathways
1) Business & Management

2) Engineering

3) Informatics, Information Systems and BIT
2.
Modes of Delivery



Full-time 2 or 3 terms

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:


N/A
3.
Features of the Field

The Pre-Masters Programme is designed to provide three pathways to international students from 2010 onto an appropriate range of Masters degrees at Kingston University with three further pathways in Life Sciences, Law and International Relations coming on stream in 2011.
The Programme provides international students with a mix of English Language and academic Study Skills set within a subject context geared to the specialised degree courses to which they aspire. Its aim is to give them as thorough a preparation as possible for the demands of study at master’s level, involving an improvement in their language level, development of study skills appropriate to a UK HE environment and the opportunity to further their studies within their specialist area and through the medium of English.
A flexible structure allows students to study the course over three or two terms depending on their level of English on entry.

Qualified students with a weaker level of English or who might wish to convert from other fields of study or seek to orientate themselves towards the study approach and methods of the UK system are well suited to the PMP. It can also cater as a qualifying programme allowing students who might not be accepted directly by Kingston with their baseline qualifications; such students are able to use the PMP to demonstrate that they have the intellectual ability and academic skills to study for a Masters at Kingston University.
On successful completion of the Programme through the achievement of the pass grade of at least 40%, Pre-Masters students have the opportunity to join specified and related master’s courses at Kingston University if they have matched or exceeded the progression grades set by the relevant Faculties or Schools.  
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The main aims of the full-field are 
· To develop students’ English Language skills to a level related to at least 6.5 IELTS

· To raise students’ awareness of the study environment, pedagogical approach and requirements at Masters level at Kingston University
· To improve students’ academic study skills to enable them to study effectively at Masters level

· To develop students’ knowledge base and understanding in subject areas related to their chosen field of study

· To demonstrate through unseen written examinations, assessed coursework assignments and oral presentations students readiness for the demands of study at Masters level

· To develop, where appropriate, a higher level of practical, including laboratory based, skills

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the field all students will be able to:
· Use specialised terms and vocabulary relevant to their subject area accurately and appropriately according to context
· Apply a wide knowledge base of relevant information required for progression onto a Masters degree

· Apply current thinking on key theories and concepts within their specialist areas
· Demonstrate deeper appreciation of the application of knowledge and understanding to practical (real life) situations
· Demonstrate English language skills related to at least 6.5 IELTS with an appropriate level of accuracy and fluency
2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the field all students will be able to:
· Offer a critical analysis and appraisal of material from primary and secondary sources

· Integrate and offer an advanced evaluation of material studied

· Solve complex problems

· Assemble data effectively and establish connexions
· Demonstrate the ability to be autonomous learners

3.
Practical Skills

On completion of this field all students will be able to:
· Carry out practical work safely and in line with standard safety procedures

· Design and evaluate experiments in the selected specialist area

· Deploy advanced oral communication and team working skills

· Select and use advanced practical techniques

· Use with understanding a range of complex instruments 
4.
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills to:

a.

Communication Skills

· Make effective contributions to group work/discussions
· Prepare and deliver an oral presentation on an appropriate academic topic

· Make a selection of specific material from a variety of sources and draw these together in an effective analysis
· Present written materials in an appropriate variety of formats

· Incorporate images in documents, including titles, data, graphics and diagrams.
b. Numeracy
· Make a selection of data from a wide variety of sources
· Evaluate and make an effective presentation of data in a range of formats
· Select the most appropriate methods to manipulate data
· Be aware of issues of selection, accuracy and uncertainty in the collection and analysis of data.
c.

Information, Communication and Technology
· Produce a well-argued and coherent document (extended essay/project) containing information from a variety of sources
· Search for, retrieve and store information from ICT sources

· Select and evaluate information from electronic sources

· Use on-line communication systems to send as well as obtain information

d.
Teamwork

· Evaluate the performance of groups and their members 
· Critically appraise own performance in the group situation

· Identify ways of improving group (and own) performance

· Demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively and supportively with other group members
e.

Independent Learning

· Be aware of the opportunities for and own potential for academic and personal development
· Review progress in the area of academic and personal development
· Deploy research and information handling skills as the basis for work at Masters level
E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Programme consists of three pathways, with students able to work towards progression onto their chosen masters by studying modules in English Language, General Academic and more specific Masters skills and subject specialist modules related to their Masters degree.
The Programme is offered in a three-term format to students with an English level related to at least 5.0 IELTS and they will benefit from intensive English Language and skills tuition during their first term. Students with an English level related to at least 5.5 IELTS may study the PMP for two rather than three terms, still with opportunities to continue their language and skills studies but, additionally, studying modules geared to the acquisition of Masters skills and in each of Term 2 and Term 3 a specialist module related directly to their chosen masters. No direct entry is anticipated currently into Term 3.
FIELD CONTENTS

Core Modules

	Old Code
	New code
	Module Title
	Credits
	Term


	Pre-Requisites

	IP3001
	XS301
	Pre-Masters Skills for English 1 (PSE 1)
	0
	Term 1
	None

	IP3004
	XS304
	Academic Communication and English Skills
	0
	Term 1
	None

	IP3002
	XS302
	Pre-Masters Skills for English 2 (PSE 2)
	0
	Term 2
	None

	IP3005
	XS305
	Research Methodology 
	0
	Term 2
	None

	IP3006
	XS306
	Data Collection and Interpretation
	0
	Term 2
	None

	IP3003
	XS303
	Pre-Masters Skills for English (PSE 3) 
	0
	Term 3
	PSE2

	IP3007
	XS307
	Analytical Techniques and Problem Solving
	0
	Term 3
	None

	IP3008
	XS308
	Individual Research Project 
	0
	Term 3
	Research Methodology


Pathway-Specific Modules

	Old Code
	New code
	Module Title
	Credits
	Term
	Pre-Requisites

	IP3009
	XS309
	Business & Management (1)– Organisational Behaviour and Operations Management
	0
	Term 2
	None

	IP3011
	XS311
	Engineering (1)– Materials and Processes
	0
	Term 2
	None

	IP3013
	XS313
	Informatics, IS and BIT (1)– Issues in Computer Science
	0
	Term 2
	None

	IP3010
	XS310
	Business & Management (2)– Business Strategy
	0
	Term 3
	Business & Management (1)

	IP3012
	XS312
	Engineering (2)– CAD/CAM Systems 
	0
	Term 3
	Engineering (1)

	IP3014
	XS314
	Informatics, IS and BIT (2)– Database Design and Applications
	0
	Term 3
	Informatics, IS and BIT (1)


Students on the three-term route are expected to have demonstrably raised their English level by the end of their first term to a level related to at least 5.5 IELTS. Students who have failed to achieve this level are counselled as to their options: compulsory and monitored remedial support in English, re-starting the Programme or withdrawal from the ISC.
Those progressing from Term 1 will be joined in their studies by direct entries into Term 2.

Students achieving a pass at 40% in all eight modules studied in Terms 2 and 3 will be deemed to have passed the PMP overall. A student achieving between 30 and 39% in a single module will be compensated with a pass if significant strengths are demonstrable in  the Programme as a whole with an achievement of an overall average of at least 45% taken as an acceptable indicator of such strengths.

F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

 
The Programme consists of ten modules for three-term students and eight modules for two-term students. The modules in Term 1 – Pre-Masters Skills for English 1 (PSE1) and Academic Communication and English Skills (ACES) – are essentially intensive language and skills courses aimed at bringing the students taking them up to a strong enough English level to undertake the level of study in Terms 2 and 3. 

 
In Terms 2 and 3 there are eight modules – 6 core and 2 pathway-specific.  
G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

· Interactive small-group tuition
· Tutor-led classroom sessions

· Formal lectures

· Seminars

· Group work

· Oral presentations/group discussions

· (where appropriate) Laboratory-based practical work
· Autonomous independent study

Teaching and Learning Strategies for Work Based Learning


N/A
H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES 
There is a strong emphasis placed on on-going formative assessment in both the Term 1 modules – PSE1 and ACES – and in the English Language modules in Terms 2 and 3 – PSE2 and PSE3. In these modules work will be set on a regular (weekly basis) and tutors provide a rapid turnaround of marking and a high level of detail in feedback to the students while they develop vital language and study skills. Testing will also take place a minimum of three times a term so that the students have a clear picture of their progress to date and of the challenges still facing them.
Longer term assignments will be set in the other modules, whether at Level 5 or Level 6, so that students are working in the University style, with less frequent feedback and the need for a greater reliance on the students’ own analysis of their performance.

The summative assessments throughout the course take the form of:

· Unseen written examinations

· Individual and group presentations/discussions
· Individual Research Project/research essays
· Coursework assignments/portfolio

· Practical assignments

Students are permitted under Assessment Regulations governing the PMP to have a re-sit opportunity to pass a failed module and will receive tuition support to help them achieve this. They are also allowed a single opportunity to improve on a mark if that mark seems likely to prevent their reaching the agreed progression grade for their chosen Masters course. 

When modules will be delivered and when students will undertake the 
main assessment tasks 

[see previous table]

Assessed tasks take place within modules between Weeks 4 and 9 with the unseen written examinations being sat in week 10.


Where learning outcomes are delivered in the field and whether they are 
formatively or summatively assessed

Learning outcomes are delivered throughout the Programme and are assessed both formatively on an on-going basis and summatively in final unseen written
Examinations and through final coursework extended essays, Research Project and Portfolios.
Learning outcomes related to Practical Skills in a laboratory environment can only be demonstrated in the Pathway-specific modules for Engineering and Informatics, IS and BIT students.

The types of assessment methods used on each module

In Term 1 the balance between examinations and coursework assignments is 50:50.
In Terms 2 and 3 the balance between examinations and coursework assignments for the 3 Pathways is as follows:

Business Pathway – 380:420

Engineering Pathway – 210:590

Informatics etc Pathway – 300:500

Breakdown of Assessment tasks per module:

	Module
	Exam
	Coursework
	Presentation

	PSE 1
	50%
	20%
	30%

	PSE 2
	40%
	60%
	-

	PSE 3
	40%
	60%
	-

	ACES
	50%
	25%
	25%

	Research Methodology
	-
	60%
	40%

	Data Collection and Interpretation
	100%
	-
	-

	ATPS
	-
	60%
	40%

	Business and Management 1:Organisational Behaviour and Operations Management
	60%
	20%
	20%

	Business & Management (2)– Business Strategy
	60%
	40%
	-

	Engineering (1)– Materials and Processes
	-
	100%
	-

	Engineering (2)– CAD/CAM Systems 
	30%
	70%
	-

	Informatics, IS and BIT (1)– Issues in Computer Science
	50%
	50%
	-

	Informatics, IS and BIT (2)– Database Design and Applications
	70%
	30%
	-


I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

The Programme is designed to provide international students with opportunities to study on Masters courses at Kingston University. Many of the students will already have an academic qualification acceptable to the University for admission onto a Masters course but will require substantial development of their academic and general English language skills and knowledge of the academic approach and skills required to be successful at Masters level. A minimum English level related to 5.0 IELTS will be required.

Where students hitherto regarded as unqualified for direct entry onto the University’s Masters courses have studied in an HE environment for three years they are considered for this Programme. Others are admitted if they have achieved a high level of academic performance particularly in subjects directly related to their chosen area of Masters study or are able to offer substantial levels of relevant practical/work experience.

All non-standard qualifications will have been agreed in advance of admission of students onto the PMP by the relevant Faculty/School in Kingston University.      
2. Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

· Qualifying first degree in a related subject area
· Market-specific HE qualifications such as a pass degree or three year diploma, as agreed with the Faculties/Schools at the University
K. CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
N/A
K. INDICATORS OF QUALITY

N/A
L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

2

