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FEATURES OF THE POLITICS FIELD

The field is available in the following forms:

· BA (Hons) Politics and International Relations
(Full Field)

Mode of Study

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns :


Full-time

            Part-time

Features of the Field

Politics and International Relations is offered as a full-field only (UCAS Code: L245). The field represents an exciting new departure for Kingston based on a dynamic re-configuration of specialist expertise in area studies, political philosophy, cultural politics, human rights and international relations.
 Politics at Kingston offers a radical and critical questioning of the assumptions upon which political beliefs (whether it is about the ideal polity, the best way to live or the correct analysis of political reality) are based. Politics is concerned with developing a knowledge and understanding of government and society. A focus on the interaction of people, ideas and institutions provides the basis for understanding how values are allocated and resources distributed at many levels, from the local through to the sectoral, national, regional and global. Politics is about who gets what, when, how, why and where and raises related questions of power, justice, human rights, order, conflict, legitimacy, accountability, obligation, sovereignty, decision-making and governance.

 International Relations at Kingston emphasises identical concerns but is centred on regional and global arenas. International Relations examines global political organisations, the conflictual and cooperative interaction between states, intergovernmental organisations and non-state actors (such as transnational civil society groups or transnational corporations). The study of Politics and International Relations includes philosophical, theoretical, institutional and issue-based concerns from the local to the global with a particular focus upon human rights.

Politics and International Relations at Kingston University encourages  students to employ a range of methodologies and research strategies including historical research, use of contemporary media (film and music eg.), textual analysis, structured, semi-structured or unstructured interviews and discourse analysis. Politics and International Relations draws upon knowledge bases of cognate disciplines.

 Kingston Politics and International Relations students  engage in careful theorising, empirical investigation and comparative studies. Our programme provides them with detailed examinations of various political systems, global political structures and it equips them with an array of methodological approaches to their understanding.

As a part of a wider School of Social Science and a Faculty of Arts and Social Science Modular scheme Kingston’s Politics and International Relations programme follows the model of many other disciplines where students benefit from inter-disciplinary approaches.

Politics and International Relations students may take a Language module (in place of a designated module ) at Level 4 and Level 5 (substituting an option module). Students are encouraged to study abroad during Level 5 – either in Europe or the USA.  Not only do these options broaden the students’ general educational experience, but they provide an excellent opportunity to compare different political systems and cultures.

On successful completion of the Politics and International Relations degree all students will have developed an understanding and ability to apply political and social theoretical frameworks to the world around them. Beyond this knowledge and understanding of their academic subject students will also  have acquired generic intellectual skills and life-time transferable skills.
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The Main Aims of the Full-Field are to:
·   
encourage and enable students with a variety of abilities and backgrounds to achieve a knowledge and understanding of various approaches to the study of Politics and International Relations;

·  ensure students gain a  knowledge of, and sensitivity to, the complexity and diversity of Politics in different societies; 

·  develop in students a capacity to think critically and independently about national and international events, ideas and institutions;
· develop in students a critical awareness which stimulates intellectual curiosity and tolerance, fosters enthusiasm for the subject, and creates an appreciation of the value of  human rights and citizenship in a democratic society;

· provide a supportive environment in which students are encouraged to develop greater responsibility for their learning;

· offer learning opportunities through flexible modes of attendance, especially in relation to widening participation and   the needs of the local community;

· enrich a Politics and International Relations education by offering students the possibility of studying complementary and contrastive disciplines (including skills-based modules), and to contribute to other programmes in the wider Modular Scheme;

· provide a curriculum supported by scholarship, staff development and a research culture that addresses the needs and views of students, encourages them to achieve their full potential and which gives them “added value”;

· equip students with a range of generic intellectual skills and personal transferable skills relevant to their personal development and future employment.

LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE FIELD

Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the Full Field graduates in Politics and International Relations will be able to :

· Demonstrate an understanding and critical awareness of the nature and significance of politics and international relations;

· Show a critical  appreciation of  the range of  approaches to the study of politics and international relations and the  concepts, theories and methods employed by  these disciplines;
· Show a familiarity and engage critically with international and national politics and political phenomena, including the normative and positive foundations of political ideas ;human rights discourse; the vocabulary of political debate; 

· Understand and critique the structure and operation of different international and national  political systems; the social, economic, historical and cultural contexts of political behaviour; and the main explanations for political change; 
· Examine and critically evaluate different interpretations of political issues and events;

· Apply different concepts, theories and methodologies to the analysis of political ideas  institutions and behaviour with a human rights focus.
Cognitive Skills

On completion of the Full Field Kingston graduates in Politics and International Relations will be able to :

· appreciate and describe the complexities of contemporary politics and international relations

· recognise and be able to formulate questions appropriate to politics and international relations
· describe, evaluate and apply different approaches involved in collecting, analysing and presenting political information, including how to identify issues for political enquiry; assess their ethical implications; and locate, organise and deploy evidence, data and information from a variety of sources;
· evaluate and synthesize the results of information retrieved from a variety of sources;
· interpret descriptive statistical information to construct  hypotheses appropriate to political theorising;
· develop a reasoned argument , synthesise relevant material and display critical analysis; 
· show an  awareness of methodological  challenges  associated with comparative studies;
· be reflective  and able to manage  their own learning , be able to react positively to and  use constructive criticism
Practical Skills

On completion of the Full Field in Politics and International Relations graduates will be able to :

· collect and report on evidence relevant to a political study. 

· construct an  argument appropriate to the study of politics and international relations
· recognise ethical issues involved in political research.

· apply political theory to relevant areas of contemporary  life and global issues
· make ethical judgements on the nature of  their own  study proposals. 

·    use appropriate ICT devices for their studies

· complete scholarly written work with reference to theory and evidence.

Key Skills

Modules in the Field offer opportunities for students to develop and practice the key skills listed below:

	Key Skill
	
	 Modules in which key skills are developed            ( illustrations)

	Communication
	
	

	a) Take part in group discussion.
	Make clear, relevant contributions and take responsibility for encouraging others to participate and contribute
	Studying Politics, Issues in International Politics, UK Government & Politics, Freedom and Equality, International Relations Theory ,Politics of Conflict,

US Foreign Policy

	b) Make a presentation.
	Tailor presentation to the needs of audience (people familiar with the subject, people new to subject).  React and respond appropriately to questions.
	 Issues in International Politics, Studying Politics, International Organisations, Comparative European Politics , Politics of Globalisation, US Foreign Policy

	c) Read, select, extract and collate information from written, spoken or other appropriate sources.
	Select, extract and evaluate information from a wide range of sources, working independently.
	UK Government and Politics, Studying Politics, Freedom & Equality, Comparative European Politics , Dissertation.

	d) Produce written materials in a variety of formats.
	Plan communication skills, making reasoned selection of methods for achieving outcome required.

Communicate relevant information with accuracy, using form, structure and style to suit purpose.

Vary use of vocabulary and grammatical expression to convey particular effects.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics, Issues in International Politics, Freedom & Equality, Politics of Conflict, US Foreign Policy,

A Change is Gonna Come,

Politics of Globalisation

	e) Incorporate images in documents including tables, charts, graphs and diagrams.
	Select and use appropriate type of image for extended piece of written work.
	UK Government and Politics, Issues in International Politics, Studying Politics, Comparative European Politics, Politics of Globalisation, Dissertation.

	Numeracy
	
	

	a) Collect primary and secondary data.
	Select and apply appropriate methods of data collection effectively.
	Studying Politics, Introduction to Latin American Countries, Politics of Globalisation,

Comparative European Politics

	b) Establish suitable format for data collection
	Select and apply appropriate format(s)  for data sets, justifying choices.
	Studying Politics, Introduction to Latin American Countries, Comparative European Politics, Politics of Globalisation

	c) Evaluate numerical data (including issues of selection, accuracy, precision and uncertainty) and explain choices made.
	Select and apply appropriate techniques for primary and secondary data sets, justifying choices.  Include an estimation of the limitation of the data.
	 Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics,

Introduction to Latin American Countries, Comparative European Politics, Politics of Globalisation, Dissertation

	d) Perform basic and simple calculations on amounts and sizes scales and proportions, using statistics where appropriate.
	Apply appropriate methods to primary and secondary data sets, justify use.
	Studying Politics, Issues in International Politics, Introduction to Latin American Countries, Comparative European Politics, Politics of Globalisation, Dissertation.

	ICT
	
	

	a) Use ICT to present text/numerical data and images.
	Select and apply appropriate methods of ICT presentation, justifying uses.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics, Issues in International Politics,

	b) Produce a document that incorporates and combines different types of information (text, images and numbers selected from different sources).
	Select appropriate types of information and produce a document for your project/dissertation.
	Studying Politics, Comparative European Politics, Dissertation

	c) Search for, retrieve and store information using ICT resources.
	Select appropriate ICT resources and use in independent study, justifying uses.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics, Introduction to International Relations, Apocalypse Now, A Change is Gonna Come, Dissertation  

	d) Use on-line communications systems, including the learning management system, to obtain and send information.
	Use on-line communication to establish appropriate external contacts during research for project/dissertation.

Select and use appropriate on-line communications systems to discuss academic issues with staff, fellow students and external contacts.
	UK Government and Politics, Studying Politics, Issues in International Politics, Introduction to International Relations, Dissertation 

	Teamwork
	
	

	Work with others
	Review group progress, evaluate individual and collective performance.

Identify ways of further developing skills in working with others.  Adapt strategy as necessary.
	Studying Politics, Comparative European Politics, International Relations Theory,

US Foreign Policy, Politics of Globalisation

	Independent Learning
	
	

	a) Develop research and information handling skills in relation to academic development.
	Independently locate, evaluate and gain access to relevant information across a range of resources.

Use search skills in a variety of information contexts

Cite items and maintain bibliographic information for long term use.
	Studying Politics, UK Government and Politics,  International Relations Theory, Dissertation,

Politics of Globalisation.

	b) Develop self awareness in relation to academic development
	Use skills to summarise and reflect on learning and develop action plans as appropriate
	All modules 


E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Politics and International Relations  Field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular scheme (UMS). Fields in the UMS are composed of modules, which are assigned to Levels. There are three levels that are progressively more challenging in terms of their aims, objectives and learning outcomes as students progress through the field. Each field contributes to a programme of study that is normally made up of 8 modules each worth 15 credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases). Typically a student must complete 120 credits at each level. 

A programme of study including the Politics and International Relations Field culminates in an honours degree and it is the higher levels (5 and 6) that contribute to the classification of the degree. Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level. Students who complete 120 credits at level 4 but decide to discontinue their studies at that point are eligible for the award of a Certificate of Higher Education. Students who complete 120 credits at level 5 but decide to discontinue are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education.

The duration of the Politics and International Relations programme is 3 years full-time or 6-8 years part-time. The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks including an examination and/or assessment period). 

The programme has been designed to offer coherence and progression at each level and throughout the field. At all three levels students study modules in  international relations, human rights, political philosophy and area studies.  As students progress from level to level, advice on module choice is available from members of the field team and from academic advisors.

             Each level of the Politics programme represents an increase in the complexity of the subject matter.  Higher levels make greater demands on knowledge and understanding of the subject, on skills of critical analysis, information retrieval, problem solving, clarity of presentation (both written and oral), independent study and group work.  

FIELD CONTENTS
LEVEL 4
	PO1158
	UK Government and Politics
	15

	IN1118
	Issues in International Politics
	15

	PO1178
	Studying Politics
	15

	HR1148
	Heroes and Villains
	15

	HR1138
	The Human Rights Movement 1
	15

	HS1198
	Capitalism Connected: A History of Money, Trade & Industry*
	15

	IN1128
	Introduction to International Relations
	15

	HS1188
	Western Historical Thought
	15


*May be substituted by a KLS module

FIELD REQUIREMENTS

Full Field, 120 credits
LEVEL 5

	Group A
	
	

	IN2118
	International Relations Theory
	15

	PO2478
	Theories of Justice
	15

	IN2128
	International Organisations
	15

	Group A1
	
	

	PO2248
	Introduction to Latin American Countries
	15

	PO2438
	Introduction to Middle Eastern Politics
	15

	PO2488
	Introduction to Contemporary African Politics
	15

	PO2518
	The Contemporary Balkans
	15

	PO2458
	Comparative European Politics
	15

	Group B
	
	

	PO2278
	Nationalism
	15

	PO2498
	The Politics of War
	15

	CM2158
	Terrorism in the Modern World
	15

	HS2158
	The Holocaust as History and Controversy
	15

	PO2468
	Apocalypse Now : International Politics Goes to the Movies
	15

	PO2478
	Theories of Justice
	15

	PO2508
	Work Placement
	15

	KLS
	
	15


FIELD REQUIREMENTS for level 5:
Full Field, 
120 credits: 

All Group A modules 


(45 credits), 



One module from group A1

(15 credits)



Four modules from A1 or B

(60 credits)
LEVEL 6

	Group A
	
	

	PO3558
	Research Skills
	15

	Group B
	
	

	IN3128
	US Foreign Policy in an Age of Terror
	15

	HS3148
	Politics of Mass Murder
	15

	PO3468
	The Politics of Nationalism in the Contemporary Middle East
	15

	PO3358
	Themes in Latin American Politics
	15

	HR3178
	Human Rights and Political Violence
	15

	PO3518
	Gender and Politics
	15

	PO3508
	Marxist Political Thought
	15

	PO3568
	Contemporary Russian Politics
	15

	PO3008
	Dissertation Module 
	15

	PO3408
	A Change Is Gonna Come : Global Perspectives and Cultures of Popular Music
	15

	PO3578
	The Politics of Conflict: Nationalism and Violence
	15

	PO3478
	Party Politics in European States: Crisis or Transformation ?
	15

	PO3398
	Issues in Political Philosophy
	15

	PO3498
	Crimes of the Powerful
	15

	HS3448
	Fascism and the Post-War Extreme Right
	15

	HR3188
	Research Internship in International Politics and Human Rights
	15


FIELD  REQUIREMENTS for Level 6:
Full Field, 
120 credits: 

All Group A modules 


(15 credits), 



Seven modules from B

(105 credits)
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

Politics and International Relations provision has been constructed to reflect the following points of reference:

External

· The Honours level descriptors in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

· The QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Politics and International Relations (2007).
G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The design of the learning and teaching experience for students is based upon the over-riding aim to create a sense of active and productive participation in an academic community committed to developing knowledge and understanding of politics and international relations in the broadest sense. A key element in the structuring of this experience is the building of a sense of membership in the discipline of politics through its knowledge base, normative order and the activities of political actors, governments , social movements, non-governmental organisations, and international agencies on a national and global scale. This is achieved through teaching and learning strategies at all levels which enable:

· a sense of cohort identity to be developed and strengthened;

· real life applications of subject specialisms;

· the development of independent learning skills;

· the increased use of local learning management systems and blended learning

· students from diverse backgrounds to gain the study skills, understanding and knowledge required to meet the aims and objectives of the programme.
The first year experience is regarded as particularly important in terms of providing, not only a cohort identity, but a strong study skills basis through the module Studying Politics (PO1178) which has an embedded skills agenda and is delivered in field workshop weekly study sessions managed by academic advisors drawn from the field teaching team. Additional support is provided through a system of presentations from and referrals to the Academic Skills Centre, ICT specialists and subject specialist librarians. This skills module is designed specially for Politics and International Relations students and Half Field/Major students in International Relations, Human Rights, and Politics. 
Through a combination of lectures, seminars, workshops, individual supervision by academic advisors and subject specialists, team project work, literature reviews and the encouragement of individual research, the Field aims to embed a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject and at the same time equip students with a range of analytical skills. In addition, there is extensive use of modern learning technologies. All students are registered for their individual modules on Blackboard for accessing module materials, notice boards and participating in discussion boards.  Film is used widely for illustrative purposes in PO2468 Apocalypse Now and in PO3408 A Change is Gonna Come. Students have indicated their appreciation and use of such media via   their Module Evaluation responses.  Students with English language issues are counselled to participate in the faculty’s English Language support   scheme. Students who need additional help with their study skills are encouraged to attend the faculty’s  Academic Skills Centre(ASC). All students must attend the ASC in order to complete the Level 4 skills module Studying Politics (PO1178).

In Kingston’s Politics and International Relations programme students learn through :

· Speaking, listening, reading and writing

·  Engagement with printed, oral , broadcast and electronic sources
· Group and individual work
· Observation, participation and reflection

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment strategies as a whole are designed to test learning outcomes. Consistent and constructive feedback is an integral element in the assessment strategy and encourages deep learning. 
A wide range of assessment strategies is used in the field.  The range of assessments is designed to encourage a broad range of skills and to accommodate students’ different learning styles throughout the programme.  The different assessment strategies reflect and enhance the multidisciplinary inputs to the field programme.  Assessment methods change through Level 4 to Level 6 to allow students to demonstrate their ability to learn independently.
Assessments used in the field include: 

· essays: to assess discursive writing skills and understanding of key themes in academic literatures;

· essays with critical bibliographies: to assess the range of literature available for the essay and to encourage the activity of critical review of literature;

· presentations: to assess communication skills through verbal, audio or visual accounts of academic topics and research work;

· group presentations: to assess not only the above skills but encouraging team work;

· portfolios: a collection of staged pieces of work to demonstrate progression in competences and understanding in the field of study;

· reports : to assess students’ ability to:

· identify the audience they are writing for.

· be aware of the policy agendas their audience is working towards.

· identify general principles and issues raised in the particular case.

· identify and evaluate evidence underpinning claims.

· summarise and make recommendations for policy decisions.

· unseen examinations: to assess breadth of knowledge and application of understanding to specific questions and to assess the ability to write coherently and concisely under conditions of time constraint;

· seen examinations: to assess the same skills as for an unseen examination but with an emphasis on depth as well as breadth of knowledge;

·  dissertation: to assess the ability to plan, operationalise and write up a substantial, focussed piece of academic work and to assess the ability to construct and sustain a defensible thesis.
The diverse and progressive nature of our assessment strategy  is  best demonstrated in tabular form :

	Module

Code
	Module

Title
	Essay
	Essay & Critical

Biblio.
	Individ.
Present

-ation
	Group

Present

-ation
	Port-folio
	Report
	Seen

Exam
	Unseen

Exam
	Diss.

	PO1158
	UK Politics
	
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IN1128
	Intro.to IR
	
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IN1118
	Issues in Int.Pol.
	
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO1178
	Studying

Pol.
	
	
	
	
	   X
	
	
	
	

	HR1148
	Heroes & Villains
	
	    
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	HR1138
	HR Movement
	
	
	
	    X
	
	    X
	
	
	

	GB1118
	Glob.Cap.
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS1178
	East Meets West
	
	
	
	
	    X
	
	
	
	

	IN2118
	IR Theory
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO2458
	Comp.

Euro.Pol
	    X
	
	
	     X
	
	
	
	
	

	IN2128
	Int.Orgs.
	    X
	
	
	
	
	    X
	
	
	

	PO2258
	Lat.Am.
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	     X
	

	PO2438
	Mid.East
	    X
	
	     X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO2278
	Nationalism
	
	
	
	     X
	
	
	
	     X
	

	CM2158
	Terrorism
	    X
	
	
	
	
	    X
	
	
	

	HS2158
	Holocaust
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO2468
	Apocalyps
	
	
	
	
	
	
	    X
	
	

	HR3178
	HR & Pol Vi.
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IN3198
	Pol. Glob.
	    X
	
	
	
	
	     X
	
	
	

	IN3128
	US Foreign

Policy
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HS3148
	Pol.Mass

Murder
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO3468
	Nat. & Mid.

East
	    X
	
	     
	
	
	
	
	    
	

	PO3358
	Lat.Am Pol
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	    X
	

	PO3018
	Diss 1
	   
	
	
	
	    X
	
	
	
	

	PO3008
	Diss 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	    X

	PO3408
	Pol/music
	
	
	
	
	
	
	    X
	
	

	PO3578
	Pol. Of

Conflict
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO3348
	Party Pol.in

European
	    X
	
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO3398
	Issues
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	     X
	

	CM3188
	Crimes of
	    X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PO3488
	Eur Protest
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	HR3188
	Res. Intern.
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	


I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:
Either

From 240-280 points at AS/A2 level -  including a minimum of two 6- unit awards at A level or equivalent. General Studies is accepted as a qualifying subject when it is one of three 6–unit  awards. 

And

GCSE Grade C English.

Or

Equivalent qualifications and experience. Applicants from the following backgrounds are also encouraged to apply and where appropriate will be interviewed:

· Mature students with prior relevant experiential learning;

· Mature students with non-traditional qualifications;

· Students passing Approved Access courses;

· Students passing BTEC;

· International students with relevant and comparable qualifications.

2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field
Typical entry qualifications are expected to be:

· 240-260 points , including a minimum of  two  6-unit awards at A Level or equivalent;

· GCSE English grade A-C. 
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Politics and International Relations graduates enter a wide variety of careers both in the public and private sector. A significant number combine intermediate employment with part-time postgraduate study both in Politics, International Relations, International Conflict, Human Rights and other professional entry courses such as the Law Society’s postgraduate conversion diploma. 

Politics and International Relations   students can expect to find employment in international, government, media, and business organizations.
K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

In November 2000 Kingston Politics was awarded a score of 23/24 by the QAA.

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through:

· module evaluation questionnaires;

· External Examiners’ moderation and reports;

· module review and planning logs

· ISR (due February 2008)
Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through:

· annual course monitoring through Field Board agendas determined by internal QAA policies;
· ISR
· faculty course review and Quality Assurance;

· periodic field review.

L.
VARIANTS FROM THE UMS


N/A
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