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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:


The field is available in the following forms:


BA (Hons) Television Studies with X

BA (Hons) Television Studies and X


BA (Hons) X and Television Studies


BA (Hons) X with Television Studies


Where X is a second subject.  Television Studies is available as a Major, Half and 
Minor field of study.

2.
Modes of Delivery


The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:


- full-time


- part-time

3.
Features of the Field

The Television Studies field at Kingston is an addition to our portfolio of very popular courses related to the creative industries and grows out of developments in Film Studies, Media and Cultural Studies and Journalism. Like these degree programmes, the Television Studies field offers a stimulating mix of theoretical and practical study.  Of all the many and diverse cultural industries, television is perhaps the field of activity most directly linked to Britain and particularly to South East England.  The Television Studies field at Kingston acknowledges this history and tradition while embracing the central role of television in the continuing technological developments of the digital era.  Accordingly there are four curriculum areas which inform the structure of the field and run through all three levels:
i   History and Concepts;
ii  Critical Perspectives;
iii Genre and Evolution;
iv  Practical Production Skills.
The History and Concepts strand enables students to consider the development of television in aesthetic, cultural, social and political terms and compares the two dominant models of broadcast and production, Britain and the United States of America.

Critical Perspectives encourages students to question these dominant models by examining the broader implications of their programming and distribution strategies.  It will also embrace other models of television production from Europe, Latin America, Africa and the Far East in order to investigate the phenomenon of television in the global era.

Modules in the Genre and Evolution strand focus more specifically on the programmes produced by television, their typology and the ways in which they evolve (both formally and substantively) in line with internal and external forces.  The strand is particularly concerned with the apparent blurring of genres which characterises the post-modern period and looks forward to the future for television broadcasting and narrow-casting.

Modules in Practical Production Skills provide a basic introduction to the wide range of practical and intellectual activities required in contemporary programme-making.  These modules will incorporate film and television production skills with the new media techniques which are fundamental to digital communications practice.

The Television Studies field offers students an intellectual challenge in considering the history of the preceding seventy years of television culture and actively engaging in research concerning its future development.  The study of television is both demanding and stimulating, incorporating the study of visual and written materials and engagement with ideas and models from several fields of study. The Field draws on such diverse disciplines as history, sociology, film studies, media and cultural studies, and politics, and on a range of intellectual perspectives including gender studies, semiotics and psychoanalysis.  There is also the opportunity to make programmes and thus bring together ‘academic’ and ‘practical’ modes of operation. 
The Practical Skills strand of the Television Studies field allows students to get a taste of the experience of television production and the extensive range of skills encompassed within its ambit. It will provide a firm foundation for future specialisation, development and further study or training for those students who wish to pursue a career in some aspect of television.  More importantly, the practical modules provide a valuable opportunity for students to apply the knowledge progressively gained through ‘theoretical’ modules.  Conversely, the practical experience that students gain in programme-making will inform their theoretical study.  Pursuing these two orientations is challenging but provides students with an invaluable set of practical and intellectual competencies and a particularly sophisticated understanding of television.  

Television Studies is offered as a Major, Half or Minor field and can be studied in combination with the following subjects:

Applied Economics
Creative Writing

English Language and Communication

English Literature

Film

French (minor)

History

History of Art, Design and Film

Human Rights

Media and Cultural Studies

Politics

Psychology

Sociology

Spanish (minor)

Students who wish to do so may elect to study abroad for a semester, either in the United States, at universities with which Kingston has a reciprocal arrangement, or in Europe, through the Erasmus scheme.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The main aims of the Television Studies field are to:

· Provide the opportunity for  students from diverse backgrounds to engage in the study of the history and development of television from Reith to the digital age
· Introduce students to the practical skills upon which television production and broadcasting are based to provide a foundation for further specialist study or professional training
· Enable students to develop a critical awareness of the forces and dynamics (social, cultural, political, economic and technological) which influence the theory and practice of television
· Provide students with an opportunity to engage with and explore different forms and styles of television production, distribution and consumption
· Offer a programme in which students can acquire knowledge and critical understanding of the principal genres of television production including experimental and contemporary practice

· Enable students to develop a range of skills desirable to employers both general and specific, including:

- the ability to write clearly and purposefully

- oral and visual communication skills

- the capacity to assess, collate and present information

- team-working and negotiation skills

- the ability to be self-reflective and engage in constructive criticism

Major and Half field students benefit from the opportunity to further develop their practical experience of web-based television and their independent research skills through the Special Study modules offered at Level 3.  Apart from this, the difference between what is offered to Major, Half and Minor field students is quantitative rather than qualitative, the additional option choices available to Half and Major field students enabling them to extend the breadth and depth of their engagement in the discipline. 
D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES OF THE FIELD

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the Field, students will have a sound knowledge and understanding of:

· The impact of cultural, political, economic and technological dynamics on television production, distribution, content and audience reception

· The cultural role and impact of television

· Methods of analysis and interpretation of television form and content

· Genres, sub-genres and hybrid genres of television forms and an awareness of their shifting meanings and values

· A range of practical audio and visual language skills and conventions required for successful production

· Historical approaches to the business of television production and distribution and an understanding of its future in relation to emerging technologies and in the context of ‘convergent’ media industry

· Diverse cultures and discourses of production, from establishment practices to more independent (including community and participatory) production practices

· The legal and institutional processes which regulate and censor television production and distribution

2.  Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On completion of the Field, students will have developed their capacity to:
· Evaluate and position products and visual texts in television studies

· Differentiate television material 

· Reflect critically on the construction of reality and the ‘truth stranger than fiction’ in television 

· Engage in abstract thinking and concept building and apply concepts and theoretical models using practical production tools

· Identify strengths and weaknesses of their own products

· Identify linear and non-linear stories and potential audiences and modes of consumption

· Analyse critically using observation and both quantitative and qualitative data sources

3.  Practical Skills

 On completion of the Field, students will have skills competencies in:

· Preproduction: planning, writing, researching, scheduling and story-boarding

· Production: conventional and experimental programme-making methods across the range of new media digital video and internet formats and channels

· Post-production: cutting, editing and evaluating programmes, and engagement with exhibition screenings.

· Use of practical tools to explore theories and concepts

· Portfolio development, exhibition and distribution
4.  Key Skills

The field offers opportunities for students to learn, practise, progress and to be assessed in the key skills listed below.

(a) Communication Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired skills to:

· Structure and communicate ideas effectively, orally, in writing and visually

· Engage effectively in academic debate
· Read meanings and representational forms expressed in television texts

· Make clear, relevant contributions in group discussions

· Record and communicate ideas through appropriate media such as digital video 

· Communicate across, and to diverse audiences and contexts

(b) Information, Communication and Technology (ICT)

On completion of the field, students will have acquired skills to:

· Use appropriate ICT to present text, data and images

· Use online communication systems to obtain information, to facilitate group communication and to form links with other communities and organisations

· Use appropriate specialist software such as Premiere or Final Cut Pro and Dreamweaver
· Produce a complex document combining and integrating different types of information in a variety of forms and from a variety of sources

· Search for, retrieve, store and manipulate information from ICT sources

· Select appropriate online information and evaluate its quality

· Edit internet, audio and video material

(c) Teamwork

On completion of the field, students will have acquired skills to:

· Communicate effectively within a group

· Negotiate and manage group conflict

· Establish and monitor group planning processes

· Exercise leadership where appropriate

· Identify successful strategies and take on appropriate roles to enhance performance of production based projects

(d) Independent Learning

On completion of the field, students will have acquired skills to:

· Engage in reflective practice in relation to academic and applied work
· Monitor and review their own progress in relation to academic standards and personal development strategies (including career development)
· Select and extract material from primary and secondary sources

E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Television Studies field is part of the University’s Undergraduate Modular Scheme (UMS).  Fields in the UMS are made up of modules which are assigned to levels.  There are three levels that are progressively more challenging in terms of their aims, objectives and learning outcomes as students progress through the field.  Each level contributes to a programme of study that is normally made up of eight modules each worth fifteen credits (or an equivalent combination of half and multiple modules in some cases).  Typically a student must complete 120 credits at each level.

A programme of study including the Television Studies field culminates in an honours degree and it is the higher levels (that is, levels two and three) that contribute to the classification of the degree.  Intermediate awards are normally available after completion of a level.  Students who complete 120 credits at Level One but decide to discontinue their studies at that point are eligible for a Certificate of Higher Education.  Students who complete 120 credits at Level Two but decide to discontinue are eligible for the award of a Diploma of Higher Education.

The duration of the Television Studies programme is three years full-time and six years part-time.  The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (fifteen weeks each, including an examination period).

In the light of field aims, the programme is designed to provide coherence at each level, progression from level to level, and opportunities for students to exercise some choice in developing their own programmes of independent and active learning.  Structure and coherence is provided by the deployment at each level of modules belonging to the different curriculum areas described earlier.  Progression is built in to the sequencing of series of modules.  The series of modules for each of the curriculum areas is:
· History and Concepts: TV1128 On the Box and TV1118 TV Times (Level 1), TV 2158 United States of TV (Level 2), and TV3128 Empire State TV (Level 3).

· Critical Perspectives: TV1128 On the Box and TV1148 The Light Programme (Level 1), TV2118 Censored: TV Censorship and Regulation TV2168 The Champions League? and MD2168 Decoding Advertising (Level 2), and TV 3148 Channels of Resistance (Level 3).
· Genre and Evolution: TV1128 On the Box (Level 1), TV2148 Points of View (Level 2), and TV3168 Days of Hope,  MD3158 Serials and Soaps and TV3158 Never Mind MTV (Level 3).  
· Practical Skills:  TV1138 Live and Direct (Level 1), TV2128 Streaming Media (Level 2), TV2138 Understanding iTV (Level 2) and  TV 3118 Web TV (Level 3).  
The Level One Module On the Box has been designed to support students’ induction with the introduction of the essential study skills that will underpin their academic development. As such it incorporates introductory elements from all of the three theoretical curriculum streams.

In the theoretical modules students will be expected to develop a more sophisticated understanding of television and its aesthetic, ethical, cultural, social, political and economic implications from level to level.  In the practical modules it is expected that this increased sophistication will manifest itself in more thoughtful, original and creative programmes.  The possibility for students to direct their own paths of study increases as they progress through the degree, with some option choice at Levels 2 and 3 and the Special Study module at Level 3 which offers half and major field students a chance to investigate chosen topics in depth.  
Level One

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	TV1128
	On the Box
	15

	TV1118
	TV Times
	15

	TV1138
	Live and Direct
	15

	TV1148
	The Light Programme
	15


Students take the first three modules plus either TV1148  or  a module from the Kingston Language Scheme.

Level Two

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	Group A
	
	

	TV2148
	Points of View
	15

	TV2158
	The United States of TV
	15

	TV2128
	Streaming Media
	15

	Group B
	
	

	TV2168
	The Champions League?
	15

	TV2118
	Censored
	15

	TV2138
	Understanding iTV
	15

	MD2168
	Decoding Advertising
	15


Major Field:
All of Group A plus two others from Group B
Half Field:
All of Group A plus one other from Group B
Minor Field:
TV2148 and TV2158 plus one other from Group B
Level Three

	Module Code
	Title
	Credits

	Group A
	
	

	TV3128
	Empire State TV
	15

	TV3108
	Special Study
	30

	TV3118
	Web TV
	15

	Group B
	
	

	TV3168
	Days of Hope
	15

	TV3148
	Channels of Resistance
	15

	TV3158
	Never Mind MTV
	15

	MD3158
	Serials and Soaps
	15


Major Field:
All of Group A plus one other from B (75 credits)
Half Field:
TV3128  plus any other modules to a total of 60 credits
Minor Field:
TV3128 plus two modules from B (45 credits)
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

The field complies with the benchmarking statement for Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies

The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply full with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications.

Procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

Staff in the Television Studies team are engaged in academic research into television, media and communication studies and in practical and creative activities (programme-making, writing for television and film, editing etc.)
G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The basic teaching and learning strategies for the field are: lectures; seminar discussions; interactive workshops; tutorials (where appropriate); and student‑directed reading, television-viewing and investigative activities. Further, the practical modules foreground group work, the development of a self‑reflective approach and gaining competence in television‑production practices.

Teaching and learning strategies (and accompanying assessment procedures) are designed to achieve the general aims and outcomes of the degree. These involve, among other things, students gaining a broad knowledge and sound understanding of the programme's topic areas, promoting their capacity to read, investigate and research and encouraging their skills in developing informed and well‑supported arguments (both in written and oral form).  These skills are fostered through a combination of instruction, discussion, discursive writing, sustained reading and television analysis. In turn, the practical modules promote a range of practical skills and competencies through a combination of group discussion and collaboration, oral critique and activities related to the planning and production of a variety of television forms and genres. 
At Level 1, special attention is paid to giving students the essential study and academic skills they will need to be successful via a specially designed module On the Box. These skills include: academic writing and referencing; selecting and evaluating material from a variety of sources; identifying strengths and weaknesses in their own work; and critically analysing and reflecting upon visual and written material.  All students, throughout their degree, are strongly encouraged to make use of the Faculty’s Academic Skills Centre in order to continue to build on these essential skills.

Practical modules have at their disposal designated laboratory spaces with a range of workstations, regularly updated software packages, digital cameras and other relevant hardware. In turn, staff and students are backed up by a proficient technical support staff. Learning here, therefore, is more practice-based than the library-based demands of the ‘academic’ modules.

Group discussion forms an essential component of most modules' teaching and learning strategies and is directed to enhancing individual and group communication capacities, to improving presentation skills and encouraging a facility for intellectual argument and debate ‑ all important transferable skills.

Students are required to spend some ten hours a week studying each fifteen credit module. Further, they are expected to assume responsibility for developing their own programmes of directed reading and television viewing across the range of taught modules.  They are also encouraged to use their initiative to research and access appropriate web-sites.  Students doing the Special Study module are required to develop their own research strategies and to contribute to constructing programmes of reading and viewing appropriate to the topics they have elected to study in depth.  These students are required (under staff supervision) to sustain an extended piece of discursive writing and to engage in an independent practical project.

The need to choose options and the possibility of undertaking independent work encourages student learning to be increasingly self‑directed and self-reliant.  Thus, the overall teaching and learning strategy both promotes greater levels of responsibility, discipline and resourcefulness as students progress through the field and supports them in the development of the valuable key skill of effective self‑management ( a strategy integral, in particular, to the practical module series. At the same time, feedback and advice regarding student progress and decision‑making are provided by the seminar tutor/Academic Advisor system.  In addition, the Field Leader and course team provide advice on option choices and the development of programmes of study.

Watching and ‘reading’ television are, of course, study activities integral to this field and take place in both class contact time and during individual or group study.  Extracts and even whole programmes may be presented by tutors in lecture, seminar and workshop time and, on occasion, as special screenings, but much viewing is undertaken by students themselves ‑ as individuals or groups ‑ during their private study hours.

The field's teaching strategies deliberately draw on the specialist knowledges, skills and understandings of staff from a variety of subject backgrounds, theoretical orientations and practical competencies, thereby promoting the cross‑disciplinary approach embraced by the team. All Television Studies students are able to introduce to their study of television the knowledges and insights they are acquiring from their complementary disciplinary fields of study.   
H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Students encounter a rich variety of assessment types throughout the course of the degree programme.  These include: portfolios; take-home assignments; case studies; oral presentations; research surveys; detailed analyses of TV content; seen examinations; and long essays (see Table 1).  In practical modules they also have the opportunity to undertake a range of projects from making short programmes to producing and maintaining a small-scale Web TV channel.  This variety of assessment types is designed to cater to students with different learning styles and to ensure that all students are able to develop and deploy the intellectual skills, creativity and practical competencies that are at the heart of the Television Studies field.
Table 1: Types of Assessment

	Type of Assessment
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	Portfolio
	· 
	· 
	

	Take-home assignment
	· 
	· 
	

	Short programme 
	· 
	
	

	Working log
	· 
	· 
	

	Case study
	
	· 
	

	Presentation
	
	· 
	

	Streamed video content (web site /tv channel)
	
	· 
	· 

	Content analysis
	
	· 
	

	Research survey
	
	· 
	

	Seen Examination
	
	
	· 

	Independent project (website, short video, report etc)
	
	
	· 

	Long essay
	
	
	· 


Progression from level to level is ensured through the increasing challenge of assessment requirements in terms of both the substance and the sophistication of the work required.  Assessments also demand greater independence as students progress.  At Level 2, for example, students are responsible for putting together individual themed programmes of viewing which will form the basis of their assessment (TV2148 Points of View).  At Level 3, they are required to undertake independent research and project management and to produce a sustained piece of writing (TV3108 Special Study).  In all cases, the delivery strategy of modules is designed to provide a framework that ensures the necessary guidance and feedback from module tutors and fellow students to support this independent work.
Students receive feedback on their progress both during and at the end of their modules.  This takes the form of formative work in class, commentary provided on written and oral presentations, tutorial sessions in staff office hours, individual support from the Academic Skills Centre,  and group critiques in practical modules. Formal written feedback on assessed work centres around transparent marking criteria which are available to students from the moment they begin to prepare their assessed work.   
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:  220 – 280 points from at least 2 six-unit awards at A Level or equivalent.
2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are: 280 points with a minimum grade C in a relevant A level where taken (Film, Media) coupled with an enthusiasm for television and related media studies.
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The Television Studies field will equip students with critical and analytical capabilities and written, visual and oral communication skills relevant to a wide range of graduate employment and to the demand from modern employers for flexible, transferable skills.
Graduates will be particularly suited to work in the culture, communications and service sectors.  They will also have the theoretical knowledge and research skills to pursue post-graduate study in Television or Media Studies.  

The practical modules in the field will provide a solid grounding on which graduates can develop the additional skills base and portfolio of work required to progress to a career in Television or the Media.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

As a new field, Television Studies has no pre-existing externally ratified indicators of quality.  However, the field team is composed of experienced academics and practitioners with professional experience. 

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF
N/a
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