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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

The Foundation Certificate for International Students is run by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences in Partnership with Kingston College.

The Foundation Certificate is validated by Kingston University and delivered at Kingston College.

The programme is designed to run over one year.  It offers a framework for international students to develop their language and academic skills in order to progress to undergraduate study at Kingston University.
The Foundation Certificate for International Students enables students who have completed senior secondary school education normally acceptable for undergraduate study in their own country of residence to prepare for study at Kingston University.

Students will be guaranteed entry to Kingston University on successful completion of the course (subject to meeting the agreed entry requirements of the receiving faculty see 3.1 below).

The certificate has the following major features:

· A high proportion of skill development, both general and academic, in the English language

· The development of study skills and independent learning

· Academic study in appropriate disciplines to a standard appropriate for entry to the first year of a degree course

· A programme of social, cultural and academic visits

1.
Title:







The field is only available as the Foundation Certificate for International Students.

2.
Modes of Delivery


The field is offered as a one year, full-time, taught course.

3.
Successful completion:

3.1 Criteria for Successful Completion

To complete the course successfully, all students must obtain:

· An overall minimum score of 40% in each of their 8 modules (i.e.120 credits)

· a minimum of 40% in their end of year Subject Pathway examination.

· a minimum of 40% in their end of year Core Maths examination

· an overall score of 6.5 in IELTS (see Section J, p11 below for exceptions)
Progression to Kingston University:

A required Subject Pathway module and/or a particular minimum pass mark may be specified for certain degree programmes at Kingston University.  In particular:

· Offers to all KU FCIS course applicants applying for Psychology courses will specify that students must obtain a minimum of 40% in their End of Year Mathematics in Context examinations.
· Offers to all KU FCIS course applicants to Kingston University School of Law will depend on their performance in the Law School’s assessment for non-A Level applicants. 
· Offers to all KU FCIS applicants to Kingston Business School will require a minimum pass of 40% in the end of year Mathematics in Context examinations and a minimum of 55% in the end of year Business and Management examination.

Students may therefore achieve the award of the Foundation Certificate with 120            credits and those not meeting the specific requirements of the receiving Schools can be offered alternative routes.

Exemptions:
· Students who have already achieved band 6.5 or higher in any module of IELTS will be exempt from those components in the EAP and EFL course modules.
· Students who already hold GCSE Maths grades A-C will be exempt from the Core Maths module.
· Students who already hold Access or ECDL
 (or equivalent) ICT qualifications at Level 3 (equivalent to A-Level) will be exempt from those components of the ICT module.
· Other requests for exemption will be considered at the discretion of the Course Director and the receiving faculty at Kingston University 
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

· To provide an opportunity for international students to develop appropriate oral and written language skills, study skills, IT skills and academic knowledge in suitable disciplines to a standard necessary for entry to the first year of a degree course.

· To prepare students for British university life in general and Kingston University life in particular.

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.
Knowledge and Understanding


By the end of their course, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate their practical competence in oral and written English for both general and academic purposes

· Use a range of language to demonstrate their understanding of issues related to study skills and their specialist Subject Pathway 

· Use skills developed in ICT, Study Skills and Independent Learning as an aid to study 

· Use current UK academic conventions for citation and preparation of bibliographies

· Demonstrate their ability to integrate into UK academic life [via Study Skills and Adapting to British Culture components of the course]

2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
By the end of their course, students will, with guidance, be able to:

· analyse information from given academic sources, identify and compare different points of view in both spoken and written formats

· synthesise and reformulate information and present it in both spoken and written formats

· evaluate information and incorporate it into a spoken or written discussion  
3.
Practical Skills

By the end of their course, students will be able to:

· study independently or as part of a team 

· plan & deliver an illustrated talk as a prompt to class discussion/seminar

· lead and participate in discussions related to study skills and their subject specialism
· use skills developed during the course, in independent study and in ICT to produce an extended research project in their chosen subject for an academic audience

4.
Key Skills

· On completion of the field, students will have acquired transferable skills in the areas indicated below to:


a.

Communication Skills
· make clear relevant contributions to 1:1 and group discussions in their chosen subject

· make a clear, illustrated presentation to peers as a stimulus to discussion

· synthesise and summarise information from a variety of referenced sources in their own subject to contribute to an end of course research project which is clearly written and easily comprehensible

· to produce clearly written, easily comprehensible materials in a variety of formats, ranging from memos to research projects, incorporating graphs, charts and other visual support materials
b.

Numeracy

· with guidance, use appropriate methods of data collection

· record and report on data in given formats

· select and use appropriate techniques for analysing statistical information

· recognise and use appropriate mathematical methods/techniques on both primary and secondary data

c.
Information, Communication and Technology
· recognise different methods of ICT presentation and use on appropriate guided examples

· recognise different types of information and produce documents using these on given topics

· recognise different ICT resources and use in appropriate guided examples

· select from a range of on-line communication systems to obtain, use, send and receive information

d.
Teamwork

· work with others to negotiate, agree, plan, research and deliver the content of an illustrated team presentation, using a variety of text and graphic images.

· Review and evaluate progress of group and individual performance

· Communicate effectively in both 1:1 and team meetings 

e.
Independent Learning

· recognise, develop and use search methods to locate and select information from primary and secondary sources
· identify own strengths and weaknesses in relation to study and develop strategies for improvement including time management skills
· review own progress and identify sources of feedback
E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

Course duration: The course runs for one academic year, (September to July) and involves approximately 900 contact hours in class and tutorial time plus independent study time.
This is a year 0 course.  Credits are awarded in blocks of 15 on the basis of 1 credit  = 10 hours study time, in class or as private study.  

Learners must select one specialist subject pathway, which is studied for the whole academic year.  In exceptional circumstances, learners may, in consultation with the Course Director and Kingston University, change pathways during the first half of Term 1

All modules, except the options module, which consists of Adapting to British Culture, Independent Learning, Maths in Context and either Business Information Systems or Computer Systems, are regarded as core.  Students are obliged to select one ‘option component’ from those listed below.

List of modules (in alphabetical order)
Module  Title



compulsory/optional

No of credits

English for Academic Purposes


compulsory

22.5

Components:



Listening


   
    “





Reading


   
    “





Reading examinations

    “





Speaking


    
    “





Writing


      
   
    “





Writing examinations

   
    “





English as a Foreign Language





22.5


Components

Grammar



       “






Listening



       “





Reading



       “





Speaking



       “





Vocabulary



       “





Writing


    
  
       “





Independent Research Project


compulsory

15

ICT




      
 
       “


15

Options





optional

7.5



Components



Adapting to British Culture

Business Information Systems

Independent Learning



Maths in Context - compulsory for Business & Psychology pathways                   
Maths (core)



      
compulsory


7.5

Study Skills & Communications

      
     “


15

Subject Pathway



 
     “


15

Selected from:


Business & Management 

Computing 

Law


Music 

Psychology 

Sociology



      



TOTAL

120

F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

N/A

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The focus of classes will change through the course from a more didactic approach in the early stages to one of discussion and discovery towards the later stages.  Delivery will primarily be through practical seminars and workshops in which students are given guidance in and opportunities to practise developing greater skills and deeper self-awareness through self-reflection exercises.  There will be an emphasis on using language points, information and skills presented by the tutors in pair and group work activities as well as case studies, to encourage learners to manipulate, gain accuracy and increase confidence.  To familiarise students with the format, there will be occasional small group lectures (approx 25 students) at Kingston College and at Kingston University there will be opportunities to sit in on lectures related to their proposed course of study.

To enable learners to complete coursework and independent study successfully, they will have access to the College ICT network and internet in the classroom, the faculty study centre, their Hall of Residence and the Learning Resource Centre.

Maths, ICT, Study Skills and Independent Learning Skills tutorials/classes will form an integral part of the course, accruing credits, which contribute to the successful completion of the course. 

To help students familiarise themselves with the local area and culture whilst developing a stronger sense of team spirit and course identity, there will be a series of social and educational visits arranged on a monthly basis. 

To facilitate the completion of the end of year research project and the related seminar presentation, there is on-going work to establish and maintain links with local businesses.  These links may also be used to help students find part-time employment.

One-to-one tutorials will be offered to help learners address individual concerns and problems. 

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Learners will apply and demonstrate their understanding of the skills and knowledge involved through a range of tasks including:

· Formative and summative tasks as part of both continuous assessment and end of term/course examinations/assignments

· Question and answer exercises/discussions in class to check understanding and application of information/ideas presented

· Individual exercises to examine the accuracy and appropriacy of writing including spelling.

· Reading tasks to assess understanding of different text types, styles and lengths

· Essays to assess how successfully learners can synthesise information and skills from all areas of the course 

· Reflection and self-assessment tasks to help learners develop a better understanding of how they can become more successful, independent learners

· Timed supervised tasks under examination conditions 

· An end of course independent research project and related seminar presentation to assess how successfully learners have been able to synthesise information and skills from all parts of the course into a cohesive whole in a task similar to that which they are likely to face in their first year on a degree course.

· An IELTS examination to ensure there is an independent, unbiased assessment of the learners’ abilities in a relevant, formal public examination setting of a type recognised by all UK educational establishments.
To reflect the belief that learners are able to develop as the course progresses, but also to acknowledge that not all learners will progress at the same rate, formal examinations will not be used until the later stages of the course.  To allow students to demonstrate their ability to learn and apply knowledge and skills throughout the course, a system of continuous assessment via the production of a portfolio of work will be used.  This will enable learners to submit a series of small, formative tasks rather than only one, end of course summative assessment task, such as the Independent Research Project.

Table of assessments

	Module  

title
	No of 

credits
	Major categories

of assessment

	Adapting to British Culture
	   7.5
	Two 750 word assignments                  50%

Cultural journal                                     25%

Presentation                                          25%

	EAP
	   22.5
	End of course examinations                 25%

Portfolio of coursework                        75% 

	EFL


	   22.5
	Portfolio of coursework                      100%

	Independent Learning
	   7.5
	Portfolio of coursework                      100%



	Independent Research Project


	   15
	The project                                          100%

	ICT


	   15
	Portfolio of time constrained

 assessments                                        100%

	Mathematics - Core


	   7.5
	Homework tasks                                   50%

Written examination                             50%

	Option
 
Adapting to British Culture
	   7.5
	Written assignments                             25%

Presentation                                          25%

Cultural Journal                                    50%

	Option 
Business Information Systems
	   7.5
	Portfolio of Assignments                      80%

End of Module examination                 20%  

	Option 
Independent Learning
	   7.5
	Portfolio of Assessments                     100%

	Option

Mathematics  in Context
	   7.5
	Homework tasks                                  50%

Written examination                            50%

	Study Skills & 
Communications


	   15
	Portfolio of coursework                     100%

	Subject Pathways:
	
	

	Business & Management
	   15
	Portfolio of coursework                        50%

End of year examination                       50%

	Computing


	   15
	Portfolio of coursework                         80%

End of Year examination                       20%

	Law
	   15
	Coursework essays                                55%

Problem assignments                             25%

Mock trial                                              10%

End of Year examination                       10%                                      

KU Law School non-A Level assessment

	Music


	    15
	Solo/ensemble composition & 

performance                                           40%

Portfolio of coursework exercises,

musical score & CD/MD recording       40%  

End of Year examinations                     20%

	Psychology


	    15
	Portfolio of coursework                         80%

End of Year examination                       20%

	Sociology
	    15


	Portfolio of coursework                         75%

End of Year examination                       25%


I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS



1. minimum entry qualifications for the field: 

The course is open to students who:

· Are non-EEA nationals
· Are aged 17 or over on 31 August in year starting the course

· Have successfully completed post GCSE, senior secondary education, as specified by NARIC 

N.B. Applicants from countries whose pre-university education systems do not allow students to obtain qualifications beyond GCSE A-C will be eligible for admittance, subject to agreement with the receiving faculty at Kingston University.  Typical qualifications included in this category are listed below in section 2. 

· Have IELTS 5.0 ( with minimum of 5.0 in reading & writing sections) or equivalent

· Provide a satisfactory reference from most recent school or employer

· Wish to follow a KU degree course for which a suitable pathway subject is available
2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

· Cypriot Senior Secondary School Certificate (Apolytirion)

· Chinese Senior High School Graduation Certificate

· Japanese Upper Secondary School Leaving Certificate (Kotogakko sotsugyo shomeisho)

· Jordanian Community College Certificate/Diploma or good General Secondary Education Certificate (Tawjihi)

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES






Progression to Kingston University 

N.B.
in exceptional circumstances, students who have scored only 6.0 in the IELTS examination and thus not obtained the qualification, may be accepted onto certain Kingston University undergraduate courses at the discretion of the admissions tutors.

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

· British Council Accreditation Inspection (extracts)

 
APP 1
· Student Evaluation - end of year 2002-03



APP 2
· Past 3 years’ External Examiners’ Reports



APP 3
L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

N/A










� European Computer driving Licence qualification, issued by the British Computer Society


� All Mathematics and Subject Pathway modules contain End of Year examinations.    


� Students may study more than one Option subject but only one will count towards their credit total
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