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B.
FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMME
1.
Title: English Literature

The programme is available in the following forms:
· MA English Literature full/major/half/minor field
2.
Modes of Delivery

The programme is offered in the following alternative patterns:
· Full-time

· Part-time

3.
Features of the Programme

The MA in English Literature offers wide intellectual range and diversity, spanning five centuries of writing in English from every part of the world, as well as reflecting recent developments in theoretical and critical practice in English studies. It enables students to develop a deep critical understanding both of the diversity of writing in English and of the current debates concerning that writing. It offers them training in the advanced practical research and writing skills required to communicate to an academic audience, and it offers them the opportunity to engage in a lively and critical debate with staff and their fellow students, in the context of an active research culture. It will prove ideal for students wishing to ‘round out’ their undergraduate studies with a more sophisticated theoretical approach to literature. At the same time, it will provide an extremely solid foundation for those wishing to progress to MPhil/PhD level study. The course is also available as a minor, half, or major field option for students wishing to combine study of English with other fields available in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.
This MA programme offers students the opportunity to examine and to test a range of recent theoretical and critical debates in English literary studies in relation to a broad historical, cultural and geographical range of writing in English. Option modules are based around current theoretical debates concerning issues such as ‘gender and sexuality’, ‘empire and its aftermath’ or ‘fictions of history’. Within those debates, questions of period and genre are less rigidly defined. Students may find themselves studying recent or contemporary literature in the light of recent or contemporary literary theory, but they might also be asked to examine, for example, Elizabethan notions of sexuality through the lens of current psychoanalytic theory, or Jacobean imperial ambitions as interrogated by modern postcolonial theorists.

A key feature of the programme is the balance of the core skills module with a flexible range of option modules. All students (other than those taking English as a half or minor field) take the core module ELM450 Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills, which offers in-depth training in advanced research techniques and academic writing to a professional level. This module provides students with a range of transferable academic skills, as well as offering specific training in the intellectual and organisational skills required to plan and produce an extended piece of academic writing, in particular, an MA dissertation.

Students then choose option modules totalling 90 credits: either three level 7 option modules, or two level 7 options plus the level 6 Special Study option, all subject to availability. There are seven option modules, which aim to draw on as broad a range of literature as possible. The primary theoretical concern of these modules is to investigate the relationship between literature and various forms of identity, including cultural identity (ELM456 Representing Islam and ELM452 Empire and its Aftermath), gendered identity (ELM451 Gender and Sexuality), identity as formulated in biographical or autobiographical writing (ELM453 Writing Lives, Writing Places), identity as formulated through the representation of place (ELM453 Writing Lives, Writing Places), and identity as a historically mutable category (ELM455 Fictions of History and ELM457 Shakespeare and Popular Culture). Students can also extend their engagement with conceptual approaches to the concept of identity and its representation in ELM454 Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation. 
This combination of core and option modules has been designed to offer students the best possible intellectual and practical preparation for the dissertation in which students conduct detailed and extensive independent research into a distinct area of enquiry, concerning any literary theme or period from the end of the middle ages to the present day, in the context of current critical and theoretical debates. The dissertation is completed under the supervision of a specialist member of staff, and students display their findings in a sustained and coherent piece of writing of approximately 15,000 words.
Throughout the programme, students are offered a wide range of support and advice, including personal engagement with tutors in seminars and office hours, dedicated support and advice for postgraduate students from the faculty’s Centre for Academic Skills and Employability and regular information, discussion, and support offered via StudySpace, the university’s Virtual Learning Environment.
A central feature is the range and level of the staff who will deliver this flexible programme. English teaching staff at Kingston are active researchers in many areas from Renaissance drama to the contemporary novel, and particular research concentrations include early modern religion and culture, literature and empire, life writing, urban and suburban writing and writing and gender. Recent staff publications include Staging Islam in England 1640-1685 (Birchwood, 2008), British Abolitionism and the Rhetoric of Sensibility: Writing, Sentiment, and Slavery, 1760-1807 (Carey 2005), Queen of the Wits, a Life of Laetitia Pilkington (Clarke, 2008), Josephine Butler: A Biography (Jordan, 2001), Women and Religious Writing in Early Modern England (Longfellow, 2004), The Visual Arts and the Novels of Iris Murdoch (Rowe, 2002), Salman Rushdie (Teverson, 2007) and Derrida: Writing Events (Wortham, 2008). Staff receive numerous scholarships and research awards, invitations to give lectures and keynote addresses, requests to serve as external examiners at MA and PhD as well as undergraduate levels, and make regular appearances in radio and television. In the 2001 Research Assessment Exercise the English submission was awarded a 3A and the External Assessors for RAE 2008 rated the research of staff in English Literature very highly.
The programme is enhanced by Kingston’s lively extracurricular and cultural events programme. Staff and postgraduate students attend and participate in regular research seminars on many topics, and readings by well-known authors are frequently offered, both by English and by the School of Humanities. The English subject area regularly hosts national and international conferences and symposia, many of which are related to the School’s subject centres, which include the Centre for Iris Murdoch Studies, the Centre for Suburban Studies and the Centre for Life Narratives—the intellectual interests of which are also reflected in several of the MA option modules. Links with local organisations and the wider community are also central, with English staff and students actively participating in events at the Kingston Rose Theatre, at the Kingston Readers’ Festival and, through the Knowledge Transfer Programme, at Hampton Court Palace.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME
The general aims of the programme are:
· to offer graduates the opportunity to study English to an advanced level within a taught programme
· to enhance students’ knowledge of the diversity of literature in English in the early modern, modern and postmodern periods
· to enable students to develop an advanced understanding of theoretical, philosophical and linguistic approaches to writing in English
· to foster students’ ability to conduct sophisticated critical analyses of texts informed by current critical practice

· to provide training in advanced research skills and the use of nationally and internationally recognised archives, both physical and electronic
· to develop students’ ability to construct a complex argument and to express that argument in clear and accurate English prose
· to provide students with a solid foundation for further postgraduate research or professional development

Additional aims for full and major field:
· to ensure that students gain knowledge of a wide variety of critical and theoretical debates in relation to specific bodies of literature

· to extend students’ knowledge of literature in English through the study of work from a variety of periods
· to enable the student to develop the ability to conduct detailed and extensive research into an original area of enquiry, and to demonstrate that ability by writing a sustained and coherent dissertation of approximately 15,000 words.
Additional aims for full field:

· to further extend students’ knowledge of literature in English through the study of work from a variety of periods.
D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE PROGRAMME
1.
Knowledge and Understanding
On completion of the course, students will have an advanced knowledge and understanding of:

· the importance of critical and cultural theory to the study of English
· research methods that will create a foundation for independent study at postgraduate level
· a specialised area or areas of postgraduate research in literature in English from the early modern period to the present day.
Major and full-field students will in addition have an advanced knowledge and understanding of:

· further critical and theoretical approaches to the study of English
· a wider range of specialist research in literature in English from the early modern period to the present day
· more sophisticated research approaches, methodologies and resources to enable the student to continue with postgraduate work and, in particular, to be able to begin work on a dissertation a special topic within English studies which they will research in depth for the dissertation.
Full-field students will in addition have an advanced knowledge and understanding of:
· an extended range of specialist research in literature in English from the early modern period to the present day.
2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:
· apply an advanced understanding of a broad range of theoretical, philosophical and linguistic approaches to writing in English

· conduct sophisticated critical analyses of texts informed by current critical practice

· construct complex arguments and express them in clear and accurate English prose
· conceive, develop and articulate a complex extended argument, backed up with detailed and extensive evidence and located within current critical and theoretical debates

· sustain a coherent argument across an extended piece of writing.
3.
Practical Skills
On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:
· work independently and manage their time effectively
· present written work to standards equivalent to those current in published academic discourse and in accordance with the conventions detailed in the Modern Humanities Research Association Style Guide
· create effective oral presentations of their work, and produce written records of those presentations

· locate appropriate electronic and physical research archives and plan a programme of library and/or archive based research appropriate to an MA dissertation
· organise and sustain wide-ranging research over a period of time and structure and present a complex argument in a coherent fashion
· make well-informed choices about further academic study or a career and/or take appropriate steps to locate bodies for grant applications in order to undertake a higher degree and/or identify routes to get their work published.
E.
PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AND CONTENTS
This programme is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework. Programmes in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated at level 7 (30 credits at level 6 may occasionally contribute to the programme). Single modules in the framework are valued at 30 credits. All students will be provided with the PCF regulations.
The duration of the English Literature Master’s degree programme is one year full time and two years part time. The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks, to include the examination period) plus a final dissertation period of approximately four months. The programme has been designed to offer coherence and flexible progression throughout the degree. There are no prerequisites or co-requisites to any of the taught modules. Students may therefore take any of these modules in any semester in which they are timetabled. A description of the various modules follows.
Students (other than minor or half-field) are required to take one core module, ELM450 Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills, which aims to familiarise students with the skills and methods of advanced independent research, including the development of sophisticated academic writing skills. This module provides students with the advanced planning, research and writing skills necessary to produce a major piece of research-based writing—in particular, the MA dissertation. It involves practical skills-based workshop sessions making use of both tutor-led learning and peer review and peer engagement. 
In addition to the core module, full-field students are required to take 90 credits from the option modules from the lists given in Figs. 1-4 (although not all option modules may run in any one year). Major-field students are required to take the 30 credit core module and 60 credits from option modules; half field students take 60 credits from a choice of all available modules; and minor students are required to take 30 credits from the choice of all available modules. The constant for the option modules is that they set out to examine a key theme, genre or theoretical approach to literature while the variable is the choice of primary texts or historical period that they use to explicate that theme. For example, ELM452 Empire and its Aftermath will always make use of postcolonial theory to interpret literary texts, but the texts themselves may be drawn from any period from the sixteenth-century origins to the twentieth-century decline of empire. Similarly, ELM456 Representations of Islam will draw both on postcolonial theory and on the many recent studies into the relationship between Islam and the West, but may draw on Western representations of Islam dating back into the late middle ages. A similar pattern occurs with the other five option modules. Students may also choose to replace one of the MA option modules with a 30-credit Level 6 Special Study module. Special Study modules have been conceived to offer students the opportunity to study a single author or detailed topic in postgraduate mode, and are assessed by a piece of research-led work. Finally, students must complete a dissertation of approximately 15,000 words. The dissertation is centred on the student’s individual research and may focus on any literary theme or period from the end of the middle ages to the present day. The dissertation is supervised by a specialist member of the English team.

PROGRAMME CONTENTS
Fig 1 MA English Literature (Full Field)
Students take one core module, 90 credits from the available option modules, and complete a dissertation in English (ELM428).

Note: not all option modules may run in any one year
The following module is core
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	ELM450 
	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	    30 


In addition to the above, students choose 90 credits from the following option modules, as available
	ELM451
	Gender and Sexuality
	30

	ELM452
	Empire and its Aftermath
	30

	ELM453
	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	30

	ELM454
	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	30

	ELM455
	Fictions of History
	30

	ELM456
	Representing Islam
	30

	ELM457
	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	30

	PHM498
	Psyche, Subject, Sex
	30

	EL3488
	Special Study (from level 6)
	30


In addition to the above, students must complete a dissertation
	ELM428
	Dissertation
	    60


Fig 2 MA English Literature (Major Field)
Students take the core module, 60 credits from the available option modules, and complete a dissertation in English (ELM428).
Note: not all option modules may run in any one year
The following module is core
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credits

	ELM450 
	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	    30 


In addition to the above, students choose 60 credits from the following option modules, as available
	ELM451
	Gender and Sexuality
	30

	ELM452
	Empire and its Aftermath
	30

	ELM453
	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	30

	ELM454
	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	30

	ELM455
	Fictions of History
	30

	ELM456
	Representing Islam
	30

	ELM457
	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	30

	PHM498
	Psyche, Subject, Sex
	30

	EL3488
	Special Study (from level 6)
	30


In addition to the above, students must complete a dissertation
	ELM428
	Dissertation
	    60


Fig 3 MA English Literature (Half Field)
Students take 60 credits from the available modules, and complete a dissertation (either ELM428 or the equivalent from the other field).
Note: not all option modules may run in any one year
	ELM450 
	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	30

	ELM451
	Gender and Sexuality
	30

	ELM452
	Empire and its Aftermath
	30

	ELM453
	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	30

	ELM454
	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	30

	ELM455
	Fictions of History
	30

	ELM456
	Representing Islam
	30

	ELM457
	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	30

	PHM498
	Psyche, Subject, Sex
	30

	EL3488
	Special Study (from level 6)
	30


In addition to the above, students must complete a dissertation
	ELM428 (or equivalent)
	Dissertation
	60


Fig 4 MA English Literature (Minor Field)
Students take 30 credits from the available modules.
Note: not all option modules may run in any one year
	ELM450 
	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	    30 

	ELM451
	Gender and Sexuality
	    30

	ELM452
	Empire and its Aftermath
	    30

	ELM453
	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	    30

	ELM454
	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	    30

	ELM455
	Fictions of History
	    30

	ELM456
	Representing Islam
	    30

	ELM457
	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	    30

	EL3488
	Special Study (from level 6)
	    30


PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

Fig 5: Programme Structure Summary
	Duration of Programme
	One academic year full time

Two academic years part time

	Structure of Academic Year
	Two fifteen-week semesters; one period of four months’ duration for completion of the Dissertation

	Modules included at each level
	Any module may be completed in any semester throughout the degree, subject to availability, with the exception of the core module ELM450 which is taken in semester 2 and the dissertation which is produced after the completion of 120 credits from taught modules.

	Status of each module
	ELM450 is core for full and major field. In addition, full field students choose 90 credits from the selection of option modules. Major field students choose 60 credits from option modules; half field students choose 60 credits from core and option modules; minor field students choose 30 credits from core and option modules. 

	Credit Value
	Each of the taught modules ELM450, ELM451, ELM452 and ELM453 ELM454, ELM455, ELM456 and ELM457 carries 30 credits

The Special Study EL3488 carries 30 credits

The Dissertation ELM428 carries 60 credits


F.
PROGRAMME REFERENCE POINTS
· There is no benchmark statement relating specifically to English at Level 7 and the Quality Assurance Agency has no published plans to produce one in the near future. Where appropriate, we are guided by the most recent Quality Assurance Agency benchmark statement for English at Honours level (Currently QAA 146 02/07)
· The English Subject Centre at Royal Holloway is a useful point of reference, providing a variety of resources and activities. These include conferences and reports; working papers, for example on structures and trends in the teaching of English; the provision of various on-line resources and contacts; and a range of projects and initiatives relating to the subject. Web reference: http://www.english.heacademy.ac.uk/
· The awards made to students who complete the programme or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the programme comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 
The central aim of teaching and learning is to equip students with the advanced skills, knowledge and cognitive abilities required to conduct detailed independent research into literary topics and to present that research in structured and fluent academic discourse. The primary purpose of classroom teaching is thus to develop students’ capacity to engage with complex ideas and to direct their own research and writing programme rather than merely to impart knowledge. Classroom discussion centres on analysis of theoretical and primary texts guided by the tutor, but demands a high level of student participation and peer review, both formal and informal. Self-directed study develops students’ abilities to conduct research independently and to manage time efficiently. The dissertation brings together these abilities, and allows students to develop their capacity to conduct extended research and to construct a detailed and sophisticated argument.
Full field Students take 120 credits from taught modules, which are typically run as a block of eleven two-hour seminars. In the core module, students learn advanced practical approaches to literature. Peer-review and peer engagement is a particular feature of the core module, which enhances students’ ability to identify and develop appropriate research topics, including dissertation topics. Teaching in this module remains as flexible as possible to allow the class to adapt to varying student abilities and to respond to questions as they develop from student-led workshop activities and discussions. Full field students also choose 90 credits from option modules. While there is some variation, in general students are required to prepare for these seminars by reading a combination of theoretical and primary texts. Under tutor guidance, they are encouraged to participate fully in class discussion, to share research with their peers where appropriate, and, in many cases, to prepare short presentations or to lead class discussion.
In the final dissertation, students apply the skills and knowledge acquired during the taught phase of the degree to the creation of an extended piece of research-based writing. Although this phase of the degree is largely self-directed, students are assigned a supervisor who is a member of the English team with a specialism in the student’s chosen research area. Students meet regularly with their supervisor while preparing their dissertation to discuss the scope and intellectual content of the dissertation, research strategy and, as appropriate, early drafts of parts of their dissertation. 
In addition to structured teaching, guidance is available for students throughout the year through the provision of specific pre-set Office Hours, during which all members of the teaching staff are available for consultation with students (3 hours per week). Students are encouraged to meet with teaching staff at such times, and at other times by appointment, for individual tutorial sessions. Students may also draw on the resources of the faculty’s Centre for Academic Skills and Employability, which runs regular sessions specifically for postgraduate students.
H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES
Assessments throughout the English Literature MA relate not only to the learning outcomes for individual modules, but also reflect those of the programme as a whole.
Throughout, assessment is designed to test students’ knowledge of their chosen subject, their ability to engage with their subject using appropriate theoretical models combined with current critical practice, their ability to conduct and record advanced research projects and their ability to express complex ideas in accurate, structured and fluent academic discourse which is presented in accordance with the conventions detailed in the Modern Humanities Research Association Style Guide. Assessment patterns vary from one module to another, as appropriate to the subject and aims of each module, but, in general, assessment on the taught modules is not merely summative but is also formative in relation to the overall aims of the programme. Assessment is thus designed to allow students to reflect on and develop their work and, in particular, to help prepare them for the dissertation. Accordingly, four main patterns of assessment are used.
The majority of the options modules are assessed by an essay of approximately 5000 words on a relevant topic to be agreed in consultation with the module leader. The essay (often as a journal article or academic book chapter) remains the predominant form of scholarly discourse in the humanities. A successful essay requires that the student state a clear thesis backed up with appropriate evidence, supported by an adequate theoretical and methodological framework and written in lucid and structured English prose. The discipline required to achieve these goals to a high level of competence within a compass of approximately 5000 words tests students on many practical and intellectual levels. The high level of engagement required ensures that the essay is still the most effective way of assessing ability in English.
Other formats are, however, appropriate where the module aims call for a more formative model of assessment, or where practical skills are to be developed. The core Research Skills module accordingly requires students to compile a portfolio of practical work amounting to approximately 5000 words. Research Skills portfolios include, but are not limited to, material such as annotated bibliographies, essay and/or dissertation plans, research reports and proof-reading exercises. Where peer review and engagement is part of the class, records of peer review and in-class presentations will be included in the portfolio.
Some students may take one of the 30 credit Special Study modules. 70% of the marks in this module are awarded for an essay of approximately 6000 words. The remaining 30% of marks are awarded for a practical project agreed in consultation with the module leader. Examples of such projects may include, but are not limited to, a website, a 2500 word report of appropriate museum and/or gallery visits, a short video presentation or a piece of creative writing of approximately 2500 words. Practical projects are accompanied by a 500 word ‘rationale’ in which the student relates the project to the intellectual aims of the module. Examples of Special Study Modules that have run in the past include ‘Jane Austen’, ‘Watching the Detectives’, ‘Iris Murdoch’, ‘Literary London’, and ‘The Literary and Cinematic Fairy Tale’.
Finally, all English Literature MA students are assessed by a Dissertation of approximately 15,000 words. As an extended essay, writing the dissertation demands at a minimum the same skills as for a standard essay. However, the scale of the dissertation additionally tests the student’s ability to organise and sustain wide-ranging research over a period of time and their ability to structure and present a complex argument in a coherent fashion.
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS
1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the programme are:
There are no formal minimum entry qualifications for the programme except that:
· where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (IELTS requirement of 6.5) or equivalent must be demonstrated as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations.
Applicants without formal qualifications will only be considered in exceptional circumstances, for example, where they are able to demonstrate significant relevant professional experience. Most applicants will be expected to meet the programme’s typical entry qualifications.
2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the programme are:
The following will normally be regarded as appropriate admission requirements for the course, although non-standard entrants will always be considered for entry:

· successful completion of a certified programme of study, normally a good second class honours undergraduate degree or its equivalent

· relevant non-certificated learning such as attendance at short courses, continuing education courses, relevant work and life experience

· an appropriate combination of certificated and non-certificated learning

All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfilment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

Admission with Advanced Standing

Students may be allowed to enter the course with Advanced Standing, subject to the following condition:

The maximum number of credit points awarded for admission with advanced standing will be 50% of the taught modules contributing to the exit award: no exemption will be given for the dissertation and APEL will be calculated on 50% of the credit for the award minus the credit for the dissertation.

This means that accreditation of prior learning will be set at a maximum of the following credit for each of the exit awards:

MA



CATS 60

Postgraduate Diploma
CATS 60

Postgraduate Certificate
CATS 30

Consideration for Admission with Advanced Standing will be based on:

· successful completion of a relevant programme of certificated learning at
level 7
· relevant non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

· a combination of relevant certificated and non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

Selection criteria
Selection criteria reflect the overall commitment of the English group, the School of Humanities, the Faculty of Arts and Social Science and Kingston University to provide educational opportunities for those who have historically been denied access to higher education: for example, mature women students and students from diverse ethnic backgrounds. We would draw attention to the importance of levels of commitment and motivation in coming to judgments on whether or not prospective students are likely to benefit from, contribute to and successfully complete their studies. With these considerations in mind, the following guidelines will inform decisions on place offers in circumstances where the number of applicants meeting the admission requirements exceeds the number of places available on the course:

a) 
Applicants’ level of interest in and motivation to study the course. Evidence will be derived from application forms, writing samples and/or the interview.

b) 
The extent to which applicants, for reasons of employment and/or domestic commitments, are not in a position to pursue their studies at other HE institutions. Evidence will be derived from application forms, interviews and/or other relevant documentation.

Admissions procedures
The Course Leader and Director of Studies will normally consider all applications in the first instance. All applicants who fulfil, or are likely to fulfil, the admissions requirements will be invited for an interview with a senior member of the course teaching team. The decision regarding offers of places will be made by the Course Leader or senior member of the course teaching team after interviewing the applicant. The Course Leader will receive administrative support from the Postgraduate Course Administrator.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The MA in English Literature degree fosters a range of skills highly desirable to employers, such as high level communication skills, the capacity to deal effectively with substantial quantities of complex information, skills in analysis, critical and creative thinking, research skills, self-management and the capacity to work to deadlines, meticulousness in written presentation, the ability to work both independently and constructively with others.

While some MA in English Literature students will be studying to enhance an existing career path, particularly in teaching or in the creative industries, other graduates will go into a variety of careers, including management, marketing, media, publishing, arts administration, leisure and tourism, IT and a variety of public service and therapeutic fields, in addition to those who enter teaching and the creative industries for the first time after graduating from this course. For those interested in further research, the course provides an excellent foundation for MPhil/PhD level study in related fields.
K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY
English Literature at Kingston was subject to TQA Review in 1996, when the subject was rewarded with a rating of Excellent. In 2006 the subject area was commended by Internal Subject Review on a number of grounds including its innovative approaches to the enhancement of students’ learning and the resultant respect and enthusiasm of the students themselves (undergraduate and postgraduate). In the 2001 Research Assessment Exercise the English submission was awarded a 3A and the External Assessors for RAE 2008 rated the research of staff in English Literature very highly.  Academic staff are internationally recognised through their research activity and publications, and indicators of esteem include scholarships and research awards, invitations to give lectures and keynote addresses, numerous invitations to speak at conferences and requests to contribute to the work of other universities in the capacity of external examiners at MA and PhD as well as undergraduate levels.
L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF 

N/A
MAPPING DIAGRAMS

Mapping diagram indicating through which modules field learning outcomes will be met
Key

F = learning outcome assessed formatively

S = learning outcome assessed summatively

FS = learning outcome assessed both formatively and summatively

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

	On completion of the course, students will have a knowledge and understanding of:

	
	the importance of critical and cultural theory to the study of English
	research methods that will create a foundation for independent study at postgraduate level
	a specialised area or areas of postgraduate research in literature in English from the early modern period to the present day

	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	
	FS
	

	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	FS
	
	

	Gender and Sexuality
	FS
	
	FS

	Empire and its Aftermath
	FS
	
	FS

	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	FS
	
	FS

	Fictions of History
	FS
	
	FS

	Representing Islam
	FS
	
	FS

	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	FS
	
	FS

	Special Study (from level 6)
	FS
	
	FS

	Dissertation
	S
	
	S


	Major and full-field students will in addition have knowledge and understanding of:

	
	further critical and theoretical approaches to the study of English
	a wider range of specialist research in literature in English from the early modern period to the present day
	more advanced research approaches, methodologies and resources to enable the student to continue with postgraduate work and, in particular, to be able to begin work on a dissertation a special topic within English studies which they will research in depth for the dissertation

	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	
	
	

	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	FS
	
	

	Gender and Sexuality
	FS
	FS
	FS

	Empire and its Aftermath
	FS
	FS
	FS

	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	FS
	FS
	FS

	Fictions of History
	FS
	FS
	FS

	Representing Islam
	FS
	FS
	FS

	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	FS
	FS
	FS

	Special Study (from level 6)
	FS
	FS
	FS

	Dissertation
	S
	S
	S


	Full-field students will in addition have knowledge and understanding of:

	
	an extended range of specialist research in literature in English from the early modern period to the present day
	
	

	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	
	
	

	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	
	
	

	Gender and Sexuality
	FS
	
	

	Empire and its Aftermath
	FS
	
	

	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	FS
	
	

	Fictions of History
	FS
	
	

	Representing Islam
	FS
	
	

	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	FS
	
	

	Special Study (from level 6)
	FS
	
	

	Dissertation
	S
	
	


2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
	On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:

	
	apply an advanced understanding of a broad range of theoretical, philosophical and linguistic approaches to writing in English
	conduct sophisticated critical analyses of texts informed by current critical practice
	construct complex arguments and express them in clear and accurate English prose
	conceive, develop and articulate a complex extended argument, backed up with detailed and extensive evidence and located within current critical and theoretical debates
	sustain a coherent argument across an extended piece of writing.

	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	
	
	
	FS
	

	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Gender and Sexuality
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Empire and its Aftermath
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Fictions of History
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Representing Islam
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Special Study (from level 6)
	FS
	FS
	FS
	F
	

	Dissertation
	S
	S
	S
	S
	S


3.
Practical Skills

	On completion of the course, students will have developed their capacity to:

	
	work independently and manage their time effectively
	present written work to standards equivalent to those current in published academic discourse and in accordance with the conventions detailed in the Modern Humanities Research Association Style Guide
	create effective oral presentations of their work, and produce written records of those presentations
	locate appropriate electronic and physical research archives and plan a programme of library and/or archive based research appropriate to an MA dissertation
	organise and sustain wide-ranging research over a period of time and to structure and present a complex argument in a coherent fashion
	make well-informed choices about further academic study or a career and/or take appropriate steps to locate bodies for grant applications in order to undertake a higher degree and/or identify routes to get their work published

	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	FS
	FS
	FS
	FS
	
	FS

	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	FS
	S
	
	
	
	

	Gender and Sexuality
	FS
	S
	F
	
	
	

	Empire and its Aftermath
	FS
	S
	F
	
	
	

	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	FS
	S
	F
	
	
	

	Fictions of History
	FS
	S
	F
	
	
	

	Representing Islam
	FS
	S
	F
	
	
	

	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	FS
	S
	F
	
	
	

	Special Study (from level 6)
	FS
	S
	
	
	
	

	Dissertation
	S
	S
	
	S
	S
	


Module Delivery and Assessment Points (Indicative)
Semester 1

	
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Exam Period

	Option 1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Option 2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Option 3 (as available)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Option 4 (as available)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Special Study


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT


Semester 2

	
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12
	Exam Period

	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Option 5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Option 6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Option 7 (as available)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT

	Special Study


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSESSMENT


Assessment Matrix indicating the assessment methods (formative and summative) used on each module
	
	Essay
	Portfolio
	Dissertation
	Project
	Oral Presentation

	Advanced Postgraduate Study Skills
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Critical and Cultural Theory: Identity and Representation
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Gender and Sexuality
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Empire and its Aftermath
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Writing Lives, Writing Places
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Fictions of History
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Representing Islam
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Shakespeare and Popular Culture
	X
	
	
	
	X

	Special Study)
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	Dissertation
	
	
	X
	
	


1

