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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution


Kingston University
Programme Accredited by

N/A
Final Award
Postgraduate Diploma 
Intermediate Awards
Postgraduate Certificate 
Field Title



Professional Studies in Education 
FHEQ Level



Masters
Credit rating by Level

120 M Level Credits (PgDip)
JACs Code



X300

QAA Benchmark Statements
N/A
Minimum Registration Period
1 year full-time, 2 years part-time
Maximum Registration Period
2 years full-time, 4 years part-time
Date specification produced
March 2003
Date Specification revised

January 2006
School



Education

Location
Kingston Hill / Hornsby Centre - a distance learning programme

B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1. Title

This set of programmes of study leads to an award entitled:

Post Graduate Diploma in Professional Studies in Education 

with an interim award title of:

Post Graduate Certificate in Professional Studies in Education

Specific Pathway:
Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia)
2. Modes of Delivery

The field is offered on a part time, distance learning basis

3. Features of the Field
The Field is offered as part of the INSET / CPD award bearing programme and as such, shares with all other programmes of study within it the features outlined here. 

The programmes of study offered under the heading of SpLD (Dyslexia) have the following features of significance:

· Students take this programme on a distance learning basis.

· Successful completion of all modules in the programme allow the potentiality for the student’s recognition as an assessor of dyslexic students for examination purposes after the undertaking of further professional practice.

· All elements and tasks are rooted in professional practice.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD
The main aims of the field (PG Diploma) are:-

· To provide all students taking the modules within this field, with an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the nature and dynamics of Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia).

· To facilitate the development of written and oral skills with regard to the literature and practice associated with the field of Dyslexia.

· To provide students with the requisite skills to operate as effective practitioners within the arena of SpLD (Dyslexia)

· To engender a critical and reflective approach to the literature of, and professional practice, surrounding the area of dyslexia.

The main aims of the field (PG Certificate) are:-

· To provide all students taking the modules within this field, with an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the nature and dynamics of Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia).

· To facilitate the development of written and oral skills with regard to the literature and practice associated with the field of Dyslexia.

· To engender a critical and reflective approach to the literature of, and professional practice, surrounding the area of dyslexia.

Additional Aims of the field (PG Diploma) are:

· To help students examine the broader dimensions of activity associated with provision for dyslexic students (socio-political/ economic)

· To enhance existing practical skills of assessment

· To recognise the legal requirements associated with disability.

Additional Aims of the field (PG Certificate) are:

· To enhance existing practical skills of assessment

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (Objectives) OF THE FIELD

1. Knowledge and Understanding (PG Diploma)

On completion of the programmes of study incorporated in this field, all students will have:-

· an in-depth knowledge of the neurological and social features of the dyslexia syndrome - its origins, symptomology and development (e.g. QCM801).

· a good understanding of different theoretical perspectives associated with the diagnosis of and support for students with specific learning difficulties (e.g. QCM801/803/813).

· a broad repertoire of practical skills and an understanding of their theoretical underpinnings, and their appropriateness and relevance for different types of dyslexic learner (e.g. QCM 813/812/811).

· a thorough understanding of assessment procedures and  the validity and reliability issues associated with the assessment of dyslexic students (e.g. QCM803/811).

· an up-to date and appropriate understanding of the current literature associated with Specific Learning difficulties (Dyslexia) (e.g. QCM801/802/803/811/812/813).

Knowledge and Understanding (PG Certificate)

On completion of the programmes of study incorporated in this field, all students will have:-

· an in-depth knowledge of the neurological and social features of the dyslexia syndrome - its origins, symptomology and development (e.g. QCM801).

· a good understanding of different theoretical perspectives associated with the diagnosis of and support for students with specific learning difficulties (e.g. QCM801/803).

· a thorough understanding of assessment procedures and  the validity and reliability issues associated with the assessment of dyslexic students (e.g. QCM803).

· an up-to date and appropriate understanding of the current literature associated with the aetiology and assessment of Specific Learning difficulties (Dyslexia) (all modules).

2. Cognitive Skills (PG Diploma)

On completion of the programmes of study, students will:-

· be able to demonstrate their depth of knowledge associated with this complex area in an applied and practical way (e.g. QCM801/802/803/811/812/813).

· have an ability to challenge existing value positions and assumptions about the dyslexic syndrome, and be able to recognise contradictions and  vested interest positions (e.g. QCM811/812/813).

· show their ability to deal with complexity and contradictions in both the literature and practice surrounding the area of  dyslexia (all modules).

· have the capacity to autonomously synthesise information from a variety of different sources in order to move towards “solutions” in terms of good professional practice.

· be able to integrate information from a variety of different disciplines into a coherent whole.

The cognitive and intellectual skills that are pertinent for Masters Level work can be tracked across the eight modules which together comprise the Post Graduate Diploma in Professional Studies in Education.  It can be seen both from the Curriculum Content and the assessments of each module that the student is developing a depth of knowledge in a complex and highly specialised area (i.e. that of dyslexia).  The structure of the assignments allows exhibition of understandings of assumptions, contradictions and value positions.  The generic assessment criteria of the INSET / CPD Award Bearing Programme (including the emphasis on scholarship, reflection, critical analysis and professionalism) provide the focus for students to exhibit the skills of reflection and evaluation.

In this Distance Learning Programme the evidences of the skills of knowledge and understanding are evaluated both through the written medium of assignments and through tutorial discussion.

Cognitive Skills (PG Certificate)

On completion of the programmes of study, students will:-

· be able to demonstrate their depth of knowledge associated with this complex area  (all modules).

· show their ability to deal with complexity and contradictions in both the literature and assessment practice surrounding the area of  dyslexia (all modules).

· have the capacity autonomously to synthesise information from a variety of different sources.

· be able to integrate information from a variety of different disciplines into a coherent whole.

The cognitive and intellectual skills that are pertinent for Masters Level work can be tracked across the four modules which together comprise the Post Graduate Certificate in Professional Studies in Education.  It can be seen both from the Curriculum Content and the assessments of each module that the student is developing a depth of knowledge in a complex and highly specialised area (i.e. that of dyslexia).  The structure of the assignments allows exhibition of understandings of assumptions, contradictions and value positions.  The generic assessment criteria of the INSET / CPD Award Bearing Programme (including the emphasis on scholarship, reflection, critical analysis and professionalism) provide the focus for students to exhibit the skills of reflection and evaluation.

In this Distance Learning Programme the evidences of the skills of knowledge and understanding are evaluated both through the written medium of assignments and through tutorial discussion.

3. Practical Skills (PG Diploma)

On completion of the programmes of study, students will:-

· be able to evaluate assessment procedures and  to effect appropriate implementation of such procedures as are within their compass (e.g. particularly QCM803).

· be able to write a case study which illustrates key features and practices (e.g. QCM811/813).

· have the ability to draw up,  evaluate and implement an action plan for the progress of dyslexic students (e.g. QCM802/803/811).

· be able to read and interpret psychological assessments in terms of practical outcome (all modules).

Practical Skills (PG Certificate)

On completion of the programmes of study, students will:-

· be able to evaluate assessment procedures and  to effect appropriate implementation of such procedures as are within their compass (e.g. particularly QCM803).

· be able to write a case study which illustrates key features and practices (e.g. QCM803).

· be able to read and interpret psychological assessments in terms of practical outcome (all modules).

4. Key Skills (PG Diploma)

On completion of the programmes of study students will:-

· be able to demonstrate the ability to engage in critical discourse about their area of study (This will be exhibited through the quality of intellectual argument exhibited in written assignments also through tutorial dialogue and in such exchanges with peers as the distance learning methodologies used allow)
· have an enhanced and extended capacity to reflect on their own professional practice and that of others. (This is likely to be evidenced through the material presented in each student’s teaching diary. Such critical reflection is one of the key criteria associated with formal assignments.)
· have the potential to engage in full professional and academic communication with their peers, and also those other interested parties for whom different communicative skills may be required – e.g. parents.  (This is an area of key skills which the medium of distance learning, may have limitations imposed on it).  However, substantial interactive opportunities are provided by tutorial, teaching criteria and e-learning.

· be able to use ICT in terms of the presentation of their work and in accessing the distance learning material with which they may be presented.  (It is an expectation of the programme that students have access to information technology and the “professional” generic criterion for assessment provides some indication of progress in this area.)

· have acquired research and information handling skills which will facilitate further academic work and personal development.  (Each piece of academic work is required to show such information handling skills and it is expected that progress in this area is reflected with each piece of written of work.)
Key Skills  (PG Certificate)

On completion of the programmes of study students will:-

· be able to demonstrate the ability to engage in critical discourse about their area of study (This will be exhibited through the quality of intellectual argument exhibited in written assignments also through tutorial dialogue and in such exchanges with peers as the distance learning methodologies used allow)
· have an enhanced and extended capacity to reflect on their own professional practice and that of others. (This is likely to be evidenced through the material presented in the assignment for QCM802 and QCM803). Such critical reflection is one of the key criteria associated with formal assignments.)
· have the potential to engage in full professional and academic communication with their peers, and also those other interested parties for whom different communicative skills may be required – e.g. parents.  (This is an area of key skills which the medium of distance learning, may have limitations imposed on it).  However, substantial interactive opportunities are provided by tutorial, teaching criteria and e-learning.

· be able to use ICT in terms of the presentation of their work and in accessing the distance learning material with which they may be presented.  (It is an expectation of the programme that students have access to information technology and the “professional” generic criterion for assessment provides some indication of progress in this area.)

· have acquired research and information handling skills which will facilitate further academic work and personal development.  (Each piece of academic work is required to show such information handling skills and it is expected that progress in this area is reflected with each piece of written of work.)
E. 
FIELD STRUCTURE

1. This field is part of the Kingston University Post-Graduate Credit Framework and as such is compliant with all aspects of the PGCF.  

2. As required by the PGCF all fields offered within the remit of the INSET / CPD programme conform to the modular structure of four modules per Phase of the Masters’ programme.

3. For the field described here, the Post Graduate Diploma in Professional Studies in Education is made up of eight modules.  (Students may leave with an interim award of Post Graduate Certificate in Professional Studies in Education after successful completion of four modules)

4. Each module is worth 15 “M” Level credit points. Typically a student will require a tariff of 120 “M” Level credits in order to be eligible for the award of Post Graduate Diploma in Professional Studies in Education.

 
FIELD CONTENTS

All students will undertake all modules in the phase programme. Each is a pre-requisite for the next, and therefore successful completion of the designated module assignment is necessary in order for forward movement through the programme to be sustained.

	Phase One


	Module Title
	Credits
	Pre-requisites

	Module QCM 801

(Single Module)
	Incidence and Characteristics - recognising the syndrome of dyslexia


	15 “M” level
	None other than normal entrance requirements to the INSET / CPD award-bearing  programme

	Module QCM 802

(Single Module)


	The Aetiology of SpLD (Dyslexia)
	15 “M” level
	Successful completion of QCM 801

	Module QCM 803

(Double Module)


	Monitoring, Evaluation & Assessment - problems, practices and pitfalls


	30 “M” Level
	Successful completion of QCM 802


	Phase Two


	Module Title
	Credits
	Pre-requisites

	Module QCM 811

(Single Module)


	Skill Acquisition and the Dyslexic Student
	15 “M” Level 
	Successful completion of QCM 801-3


	Module QCM 812

(Single Module)


	Behavioural & Social context of Sp LD - implications for teaching, planning and practice

	15 ”M”

Level
	Successful completion of QCM 811

	Module QCM 813

(Double Module)


	Specialist Option

Students are required to focus on either a topic from a previous module or one of the following two additional topics:-

Supporting Students in Higher Education

Or

English as a second language
	30 “M”

Level
	Successful completion of QCM 812


F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· The field has been designed to take account of QAA benchmark statements

· The awards made to students who complete the field or who are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

· Students who successfully complete the programme may apply for a place on the Phase 3 MA in Education programme running out of the School of Education at Kingston University.

· Students successfully completing the programme may be entitled to accreditation with regard to examination arrangements for dyslexic students under the auspice of the Joint Council for General Qualifications (N.B. This is a matter for their personal negotiation with JCGQ and the HIDC.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

As a distance learning proposal, the major teaching and learning strategies associated with this field of work are as follows:-

· Independent learning from guided texts and work books.

· Research projects.

· Tutorials with allocated tutor (either face to face / e-mail / ICT devices such as Blackboard where appropriate).

· Video evidence of student practice with tutor feedback.

The range of teaching and learning strategies that would be invoked for the provision and attainment of the modules described above, is contingent on the location of the applicant. For instance, students based in Dundee would have a different logistical package presented for them as compared to that of students in Zimbabwe. The quality control procedures of the programme have a number one priority in ensuring the maintenance of parity of support amongst students - although the methodology may be different. The tutor, to whom each student is allocated, is the prime determinant of this parity of standard. (See later). This process is constantly monitored by the HIDC and will be overseen by the INSET / CPD programme QA structures.

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

A range of strategies for assessment are used within these programmes of study. They have either a formative or summative function. They are designed to show that students have achieved the learning outcomes in D above and include:

· The response to designated assignments - these are written (see later).

· Analysis of videoed teaching sessions - to support tutorial feedback sessions.

· Tutorial discussion and review.

· Self Evaluation of performance (included in written assignments).

It should be noted that for the purposes of the attainment of awards associated with these new programmes of study within the university structure, the medium of summative assessment is wholly course work. Videoed evidence of practice can provide useful feedback to candidates, but is NOT a requirement for the Kingston University award. 

(Should candidates wish to obtain the Hornsby Certificate of Professional Practice, then the standing of such videotaped evidence may be offered at a different level and status. Please note that this latter factor is outside the remit and intention of this submission document).

I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

As with all parts of the INSET / CPD Award-Bearing programme, entry requirements are as follows:-

· Candidates who enter the INSET / CPD Award Bearing Programme will normally have qualified teacher status and a minimum of two years teaching experience. 

· Candidates who do not fulfil the above requirement, may bring to the programme an appropriate APEL portfolio which, if appropriate, can make them eligible to enter this programme.

· Candidates can enter the programme at the discretion of the Head of INSET / CPD after a suitable viva voce examination - normally in conjunction with an AP(E)L portfolio

· Candidates can enter the programme with advanced standing at the discretion of the Admissions Tutor in dialogue with the Head of INSET / CPD.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Those candidates entering into this field of study and successfully completing the programme are most likely to become individual consultants, and work within a 1:1 or 1: small group relationship in the support of Dyslexic students.  They may also become involved in the support and maintenance of services designed to facilitate the development of dyslexic students. The qualification, knowledge and understandings gained from pursuit of this course facilitates successful students’ entrance into a variety of specific and general outcomes. This may range from educational consultant through to 1:1 tutoring to perhaps the enhanced practitioner skills of a class teacher (although the latter is likely to be uncommon given the specialist nature of the field)

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

This is a new field of study that is being incorporated into the existing INSET / CPD Award-bearing programme.

The QA procedures associated with the INSET / CPD Award bearing programme has received first class ratings from the recent OfSTED inspection and is therefore regarded as a high quality provider. The HIDC will be compliant with all the existing procedures and QA processes and thus there is no doubt that they will provide further indicators of quality provision on a national and international level

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE PGCF

The PCF has been adhered to in the construction of this field of study in all but one respect, and even this does not apply to the case under validation.  It is mentioned here for information only.

The INSET/CPD Award Bearing Programme which encompasses all the different routes within the INSET / CPD programme has consistently, through its Board of Study, rejected the notion that a commendation or distinction be associated with the MA in Education award. The HIDC have recognised and accepted this. 

Whilst the inclusion of this new field within the INSET / CPD award-bearing programme is not theoretically concerned with this as an issue (as the end award is Post Graduate Diploma in Professional Studies in Education, rather than an MA in Education), none the less, if students wish to pursue their studies into the Phase Three of the INSET / CPD Programme, this is a matter of which they will be made aware.
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