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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution:


Kingston University

Programme Accredited by:


RICS

Final Awards:




MA

Intermediate Awards:


Postgraduate Certificate







Postgraduate Diploma

Field Title:




Arts Market Appraisal







[Professional Practice]

FHEQ Level:




Masters

JACs code:




N234
QAA Benchmark Statement(s):

N/A
Date Specification Produced:

May 2005

Date Specification Revised:


September 2005
Faculty:


Art, Design & Architecture
School:


School of Surveying

Maximum and minimum


1-3 years full-time; 2 – 4 years part time

Periods of registration

Location:




Knights Park


B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:  MA European Real Estate (Immobilia)

1.
Title:

MA in Arts Market Appraisal [Professional Practice]

The field is available in the following forms:


Full field modular in accordance with the PCF

2.
Modes of Delivery


The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time

· Part-time

3.
Features of the Field

The field is believed to be unique in that it is thought to be the first UK course Masters course that will be offered with RICS professional accreditation in this area of specialism.  It has been designed to bring together the strengths of two schools: Surveying and Art & Design History to provide students with a demanding programme of study to prepare them to commence their careers within the field of valuation of objects: from fine art to contemporary artefacts.  It is anticipated that most students entering the programme will have a first degree in either the arts (such as History of Art) or a property related discipline.  The course is also tailored to meet the needs of those who have been working in the field for some years and who wish to gain a professional qualification.  Students will normally register for the MA only.
The field of art and design valuation is one that has evolved significantly over recent years.  No longer will the professional working in the area necessarily be found within the major London and provisional auction houses.  Instead there is a growing need for qualified professionals within the workplaces of museums and other collections.  Not only that, there is a recognition that the profession needs to embrace those with specialisms that extend beyond that of fine and decorative arts.  The world of contemporary visual culture is of growing importance among collections and in the traded marketplace.

No one course can hope to prepare people as specialists within all areas of practice.  Therefore this course has the ambition of providing students with an appropriate overview of the subject together with the opportunity to gain an in-depth knowledge in a limited area of fine art and/or design areas. Fundamental to the course are modules which will introduce students to a range of subject material such that they will begin develop skill and knowledge in the field of connoisseurship, object identification and authentication and the skills of cataloguing, whilst modules in professional practice and in law & marketing ensure that appropriate business practice skills are developed.  The research element of the programme develops students’ critical analysis powers and detailed knowledge within a chosen specialist area.  

The course is open to those with an appropriate first degree but it is anticipated that many people who are already working within the field and who wish to gain a professional qualification will wish to access the course.  It has therefore been designed to accommodate their needs as well as those of the student progressing from first-degree level directly.  For this reason it is designed in both full and part-time modes. For those with relevant practice experience a Critical Practice Portfolio module is offered as an alternate to study of the basis of the Arts Market.

The particularity of this field is that it is recognized as a coherent and linked curriculum to provide a single field with unified aims and objectives leading to a specific vocational career, whilst allowing students on the programme to study some modules alongside students studying other aspects of the arts or of property.

In preparing the programme discussions have been held with officers and members of RICS to ensure that it meets the perceived needs of practice.  It is intended that the field will be offered for RICS accreditation within the terms of the partnership held by the School of Surveying.  

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD


The overall aims of the programme are to foster:


The further development of students' existing intellectual and imaginative powers; their understanding and judgement; their problem solving skills; their ability to communicate; their ability to see relationships within what they have learned and to perceive their field of study in a broader perspective.  The course aims to deepen the students powers of research, analysis and creativity so that they have developed a systematic approach to knowledge and a critical awareness of current issues so that they are able to develop critiques of theory and practice.  The aim is also to provide a vehicle whereby their personal and inter-personal skills can be exercised and developed thus better enabling them to take a pro-active, self-critical and reflective approach to their subsequent careers.

In particular the field aims to produce post graduates who have
· developed intellectually beyond the first degree level and who have the ability to study in a critically questioning manner accepted orthodoxies and conventions and who will have the ability to progress to higher degrees should they so choose;

· with perception; and who have the ability to innovate, to respond to new and unfamiliar situations with an imaginative and systematic use of knowledge and skills to solve problems;

· benefited from a stimulating and relevant programme of taught study that meets their needs as aspiring entrants to the profession of arts market surveyor  which  provides the learning environment to stimulates them into taking  a pro-active role;

· the potential so that, after an appropriate period in professional practice they will become competent and reflective practitioners in the field of the arts market, by being in possession of a substantial core of theoretical and applied knowledge and understanding of the arts market and professional practice have acquired particular knowledge within their chosen research specialism;

· competence in the practice of research methods appropriate to their discipline; 

· the ability to work independently and with others and to communicate effectively both in writing and orally; and 

· the ability to progress with confidence into professional practice or study at a higher level.

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.
Knowledge and Understanding


On successful completion of the programme graduates should have developed:

· a deep knowledge and understanding of the professional context within which the arts market surveyor operates such that they are confident to enter practice;
· a critical knowledge and understanding of aspects of the arts market and a developing knowledge of object identification and related research into object authentication commensurate with their level of experience;

· knowledge and understanding of the economic and legal context within which professional practice is grounded such that they have the ability to question conventional practice;

· a critical and theory based knowledge of aspects of collecting within the consumer society including an appreciation of the history of material culture;

· competence in researching, preparing, drafting and presenting professional reports, and other documents;

· the ability to apply techniques and knowledge related to the evaluation of objects related to a practice environment;

· articulate and debate current issues within the field generally and their chosen specialism in particular, making well-informed and appropriate links between literature and practice; and 

· show competence in appropriate research methodology, including data analysis techniques

2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On successful completion of the programme graduates should have developed:

· their intellectual, analytical and critical abilities to a high level so that they are able to conduct research in both general matters and those of their specific discipline specialism;

· deep, questioning and problem-solving approaches to the acquisition of knowledge and their studies in general;

· the ability to analyse critically current issues within the field of arts market appraisal such that they can debate these with their peer group and their tutors;

· the ability to draw independent conclusions based upon a critical and rigorous approach to data, demonstration and argument from relevant primary and secondary sources; 

· self-confidence and  maturity to be able to argue rationally and in an informed manner on complex issues; and 

· an ability to be independent, autonomous and reflective learners such that they are equipped to enter practice and undertake responsibility for their continued learning.

3.
Practical Skills


On successful completion of the programme graduates should have developed practical abilities in relation to:

· researching, drafting and the presentation of professional reports, and other documents, both practice–orientated and academic;

· the skills necessary to undertake the process of object identification such as the  appropriate information gathering techniques, such that they are prepared to enter their practical experience period within this field 

· the skill to undertake simple financial appraisals using technology where appropriate 

4.
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills to:

a.

Communication Skills

· communicate effectively and with competence appropriate to a professional person educated at the Masters level in writing by the preparation of professional reports and in the composing of academic essays;

· prepare and deliver oral presentations with confidence and competence compatible with entry to the profession of valuation consultant or advisor;

· enhance oral presentation work by the use of electronic equipment (for example the use of computer facilities); and

· demonstrate their technical knowledge by appropriate illustrations drawn from the use of artefacts.

b.

Numeracy

· undertake mathematical calculations sufficient to support their understanding of the valuation process and to interpret statistical and economic data;

· demonstrate competence in the preparation and solution (with the aid of IT as appropriate) of discounted cash flow and other financial mathematics; and

· generally display a confidence and competence with numbers.

c.

Information, Communication and Technology
· demonstrate familiarity with, and competence in, the use of conventional word processing, spreadsheet and presentation software, including the ability to write a simple spreadsheets to undertake a financial appraisals;

· interrogate the Web effectively and to use other forms of electronic data retrieval; and

· undertake library searches using both manual and electronic means.

d.
Teamwork

· work in teams effectively towards the solution of complex professionally related open-ended tasks;

· demonstrate the ability to identify personal strengths and weaknesses and those of others in order that team working may be facilitated; and

· appreciate the concept of group dynamics and to show some emerging ability to solve problems that occur between group members.

e.

Independent Learning

· demonstrate an ability to work independently at a level compatible with that of an masters graduate;

· show understanding of appropriate research method, such that they can undertake open-ended tasks independently including the collation and analysis of data such that clear and developed independence of thought is shown;

· prepare responses to set tasks by independent investigation including appropriate and competent use of literature searching; and

· demonstrate an ability to manage themselves efficiently and effectively in relation to their time and work effort.

	E.
FIELD STRUCTURE


The field is part of the University’s postgraduate Credit Framework (PCF).

             Fields in the PCF are made up of modules of which at least 75% must be at M level.  For this field all contributing modules are at M level.



	

	


FIELD CONTENTS

	LEVEL M

Module Code

SAM001

SAM 002

SAM003

HAM001
CDM404
SAM004
SVM113

SVM114

SVM124


	Module Title
Law & Marketing in the Professional Context

Professional Practice (Arts Market)

Critical Practice Portfolio (Note 1)

The Arts Market (Note 1)

Theory of the Object

Research Concepts for the Arts Appraiser 
Dissertation

Conference Paper 

Research Proposal for the Dissertation


	Credits
30

30

30

30

30

7.5

30

7.5

15


	Pre-requisites
Course Entry requirements 


Notes

1. Students undertaking the programme will undertake either The Arts Market or The Critical Practice Portfolio.  The choice will be made in consultation with the Course Director and will depend on the student's practical experience on entering the programme.  Only those with considerable experience, normally in excess of five years, will be allowed to undertake the Critical Practice Portfolio.

2. Students who successfully complete 60 credits drawn from the programme to include either HAM 001 or AHCDM404 and SAM001 or SAM 002 or SAM 003 and discontinue their studies are eligible for the award of a Postgraduate Certificate in Arts Market Appraisal  [Professional Practice] 
3. Students who successfully obtain 120 credits drawn from the programme and discontinue their studies are eligible for the award of a Postgraduate Diploma in Arts Market Appraisal.
4. Students who have completed 180 credits from the programme are eligible for the award of MA in Arts Market Appraisal [Professional Practice]

5. In view of the professional orientation of this programme students may not normally be allowed to enter the programme with Advanced Standing.

F. FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the National Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

· The Course Team are applying for the Programme to be included within the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) partnership agreement.  On the assumption that accredited status is given, students who are awarded a Masters Degree will be eligible for probationer membership of the RICS.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES
Modules are delivered using a range of techniques appropriate to the particular study material.  The intention is that the student learning experience will provide the student with the knowledge base, competencies and transferable skills required of a professional in the field of art and design valuation.  The aim is to place the emphasis on experiential learning and student centred investigation, in the spirit of masters' level study.

Each module divides the contact into formal and semi-formal tuition based on the perceived needs of the average students and the needs of the module content.  A range of methods are adopted, including lectures. Seminars and workshops will be used to develop ideas introduced in lectures and to provide opportunities for students to develop their communication skills.  In the case of the Theory of the Object, students need to develop their practical knowledge of artefacts. One third of the programme is devoted to research activity (Research Concepts, Research Proposal for the Dissertation and the Dissertation).  For these modules the emphasis is very much on student generated work, although the Research Proposal for the dissertation module includes intensive contact in workshops.

The approach to teaching and learning methods has been guided by the following principles:

· to use lecture presentation for the transmission of information. Lectures will therefore be used to introduce new material and will normally be backed up with hand-outs and reading lists (including the use of Blackboard)

· to provide depth of explanation and discussion, and assist the development of critical judgment, through seminar work based upon preparatory lectures and/or reading;

· to include appropriate opportunities for 'hands-on work' to develop practical skills of  identification and evaluation by use of links with practice; 

· to provide tutorial support for the learning process as appropriate;

· to use interactive sessions as a learning tool where students respond to pre-set work;

· consistent with the foregoing, to provide the student with the maximum possible time and opportunity for personal study

· to encourage the maximum direct contact between the student and the widest possible range of learning resources (both hardware and software);

· to promote the ability of the student to: use information critically, formulate problems as well as solve them, work both under pressure and reflectively, communicate effectively through a wide variety of media, work as a member of a team and exercise leadership within the team, behave decisively even when the volume and quality of information is insufficient to determine the 'correct' solution to a problem.  

The pattern to be adopted for each module is set out within the module descriptors (see the Module Directory).  

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Rationale

The assessment methods have been chosen for each module with the object of most effectively testing the achievement of the aims of that module.  In addition, and most importantly, the general principle is that the methods chosen must contribute to the achievement of the overall learning outcomes of the field. Consequently assessment methods aim to assess the development of the full range of outcomes from key skills to cognitive development as well as the acquisition of knowledge.  It follows that a wide range of methods is utilized.  However, the view of the Course Team is that formal examinations are inappropriate to both the level of study and the nature of the materials being assessed.  For this reason they are not included.  Coursework briefs will range from practical exercises to essays and reports.  All coursework will require, to differing degrees, students to undertake independent research, assemble information and data, critically analyse it and communicate the result either in a paper, report or seminar presentation.
Module Assessment Methods

Each module is individually assessed and the form of the assessment will generally be by a variety of types of assignment work.  The forms of assessment for each module are detailed on the module descriptors (Module Directory).  The forms of assessment used consist of:

· Assignments:  Assignments comprise a variety of forms of individual or continuous assessed work; for example course papers, seminar presentations, professional reports and a conference paper.
· Dissertation:  The Dissertation is a major piece of individual work aimed at allowing students to develop in-depth critical knowledge and understanding of a specialist area germane to the course.
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

An honours degree or equivalent.

2. Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

It is anticipated that most applicants will normally hold a good (2:1 or 1st  class ) degree in a related field such as art history, though this is not a course requirement.  Preferably applicants should have some practical experience within the field.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The MA in Arts Market Appraisal will provide graduates with the knowledge and skills to pursue a career in a number of different specialisms within the general field of the art market and it is anticipated that most graduates will seek to work for an organization t in which they can gain the requisite practice experience to become full members of the RICS.  Such opportunities exist within both the private and public sector and include, for example:

· Work within major city and provincial auction houses

· Work within or for museums, art galleries or other permanent/semi-permanent  exhibitions

· Curation 
· Consultancy for both public and private sector clients

· Art trading 

· Heritage sector

· Loss adjustors and insurance industry

· Probate and taxation work

· Research or academic work

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

· Partner institution of RICS

· RAE grade 4 in both Art and Design and History of Art, Architecture and Design

· Strong links with industry (e.g. Design Museum) 

· Strong culture of research embedded into the curriculum

· School of Surveying awarded Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning status by HEFCE

· Staff members involved with professional body at all levels including as professional competence assessors.


L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE PCF

There will be variant to the PCF in that the modules that must be passed successfully for the award of a Postgraduate Certificate or Diploma are detailed in section E.  It will be insufficient simply to gain the requisite credits. 
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