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B.
Features of the Field

1.
Title

MA in Legal Studies

2.
Modes of Delivery

The field is offered in the following pattern:

Part-time

3.
Features of the Field

Students can register on the course in September or January.

C.
Educational Aims of the Field

The main aims of the MA in Legal Studies are to provide students with the opportunity to:

· acquire a detailed knowledge and understanding of the subject matter of their dissertation and to reflect upon  legal rules relating to that subject matter

· develop research and investigative skills and a critical and research-oriented approach to the study of law

· enhance their career opportunities with a postgraduate qualification which emphasises the skills which are central to work success in a knowledge economy

· develop their lifelong learning and continuing professional development.

D.
Learning Outcomes (Objectives) of the Field

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

The main aims of the MA in Legal Studies are to provide students with the opportunity to:

· acquire a detailed knowledge and understanding of the subject matter of  their dissertation and to reflect upon  legal rules relating to that subject matter

· develop research and investigative skills and a critical and research-oriented approach to the study of law

· enhance their career opportunities with a postgraduate qualification which emphasises the skills which are central to work success in a knowledge economy

· develop their lifelong learning and continuing professional development.

2.
Cognitive (Thinking) skills

On completion of the field, MA students will have demonstrated the ability to:

· submit areas studied to critical analysis and evaluation

· analyse problems and issues, taking due account of any incompleteness of data or information, and arrive at well-reasoned and supportable conclusions 

· carry out independent data collection and synthesise it so as to resolve problems/issues 

· design and develop a programme of independent research and data collection/analysis

· carry out a focused critical literature review

· develop original thought

3.
Key Skills

On completion of the field, MA students will have demonstrated the ability to:

· communicate the results of independent research both in writing and, if appropriate to any particular taught module, in other ways

· present the written results of independent research in a clear and professional manner

· use appropriate ICT to present text and data

· search for and retrieve information from ICT sources

E.
Field Structure

This field is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework. Fields in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated at level M (a small amount of Level 3 credit may occasionally contribute to a postgraduate course). Single modules in the framework are valued at 15 credits and the field may contain a number of multiple modules. The minimum requirement for a Master’s degree is 180 credits. The requirements for the award are outlined below. All students will be provided with the PCF regulations. Additions to the regulations are not required by the Law Society nor by the Institute of Legal Executives as a prerequisite of accreditation for CPD purposes.


Duration of the programme and academic year structure

The maximum duration of the LLM programme is 2-5 years (part-time).

Students who commence the programme in September will attend a Research Theory (RT) module in early October and will be immediately allocated a dissertation supervisor. Students are required to submit the assignment for the RT module  by June following and the dissertation by the subsequent February (for example, a student who enrols in September 2003 must submit the RT assignment by 1st June 2004 and the Dissertation by 1st February 2005).

Students who commence the programme in January will attend a Research Theory module in January/February and are required to submit the RT assignment by the following October and the Dissertation by the subsequent June (for example a student who enrols in January 2004 must submit the RT assignment by October 2004 and the Dissertation by June 2005).


The structure of the MA in Legal Studies

To qualify for the award of MA in Legal Studies, students must successfully complete:

· The Bar Vocational Course or the Legal Practice Course or a non-UK equivalent or a Postgraduate Diploma containing a substantial law element (the Advanced Prior Learning element)

· The Dissertation Stage (comprising the Research Theory module and the Dissertation)

The Advanced Prior Learning element has a total credit value of 120. The credit value of the RT assignment is 15 and that of the Dissertation 45.

The dissertation stage of the MA in Legal Studies comprises two elements :

· The Research Theory module

· The Dissertation

The dissertation stage is the equivalent of four modules (Research Theory is the equivalent of one module and the Dissertation itself is the equivalent of three modules).

The student, in order to successfully complete the Research Theory module, must submit a written  assignment which is awarded a pass mark. The total mark for the Dissertation stage consists of the aggregate of 25% of the mark awarded to the Research Theory assignment and 75% of the mark awarded to the Dissertation. The student cannot proceed to the submission of the Dissertation without having first having been awarded a pass mark (50%) for the Research Theory assignment.

The Research Theory module aims to equip the student with the skills required to plan and complete the Dissertation stage and to provide an opportunity to the student to discuss possible research projects and the nature of the research process with members of the MA Course Team. 

The subject-matter of the Dissertation can relate to any area of law but only if the School has a staff member with the expertise needed to provide satisfactory supervision.

F.
Field Reference Points

The field has been designed to take account of QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.
Neither the Law Society nor the Institute of Legal Executives imposes requirements for accreditation which are additional to University validation.

G.
Teaching and Learning Strategies


The Research Theory Module

The Research Theory module (which will comprise six seminars of three hours each) aims to equip students with the knowledge and skills sufficient to plan and complete the Dissertation stage.


The Dissertation : Research, Preparation and Supervision.

This will involve preparation of a research question, an evolving discussion of that question between student and supervisor, data collection (if appropriate), literature search, analysis and conclusions. 
H.
Assessment Strategies

The aims of the Dissertation are to give the student the opportunity to study an area of law in depth and which will be of interest to the student, to enable the student to further develop the research, analytical, evaluative and critical skills relevant to the taught module assessments and to encourage intellectual curiosity and academic rigour.

The Dissertation will comprise a substantial body (between 12,000 and 15,000 words) of original research carried out by the student in any area of law in respect of which the School is able to provide satisfactory supervision and will allow the student to show evidence of :

· originality of thought

· extensive research skills

· depth and breadth of knowledge and intellectual understanding

· clear and well-structured presentation 

· analytical and critical ability.

The assignment for the Research Theory module is a 3500 word analysis of a legal topic selected by the student which will enable him/her to demonstrate the ability to identify a research question, to design a programme of research, to carry out a focussed literature review and to write up the research in an academically acceptable format. Students will normally continue with the same research question in the Dissertation itself. The student cannot proceed to the submission of the Dissertation without having first submitted an assignment for the Research Theory module which is awarded a pass mark. 

I.
Entry Qualifications

The following categories of applicant will normally meet the entry requirements for the MA :-

· applicants who have successfully completed a Conversion Graduate Diploma or a Legal Practice Course or a Bar Vocational Course (or a non-UK equivalent)

· persons who possess a UK or non-UK legal professional qualification.

· persons who have successfully completed a postgraduate diploma which contains a substantial law element.

The Field Leader will require applicants to provide clear evidence of motivation towards legal research, normally in the form of a written research plan which the applicant wishes to develop on the MA.

J.
Career Opportunities

Students who successfully complete the MA in Legal Studies will have acquired significant research and analytical skills in a specialist area of law and should  therefore have substantially enhanced their prospects of gaining employment in any area of work in which the ability to carry out independent research is valuable.

K.
Indicators of Quality/Course Management

The MA in Legal Studies is accredited by the Law Society for CPD purposes.

L.
Approved Variants from the PCF


Award of MA in Legal Studies with Distinction and with Commendation

An award of MA in Legal Studies with Distinction or with Commendation shall be made only when, in addition to the student having achieved the appropriate level of achievement in the Dissertation stage, there is evidence provided by the student of a similar standard having been achieved in the relevant Advanced Prior Learning. Where the student's Prior Learning is the Legal Practice Course or Bar Vocational Course, the Programme Assessment Board shall normally only make  an award of MA in Legal Studies with Distinction to a student who has achieved a Distinction in the Dissertation stage  (70% and above) and who has a transcript showing a classification of either Outstanding or Very Competent on the Bar Vocational Course or a Distinction on the Legal Practice Course and shall normally only make an award of MA in Legal studies with Commendation to a student who has achieved a Commendation in the MA Dissertation stage and  either  a classification of Very Competent on the Bar Vocational Course or a Commendation on the Legal Practice Course.

Where a student has a professional legal qualification from outside the UK or a UK legal professional qualification awarded prior to the introduction of the Legal Practice Course or Bar Vocational Course or a Postgraduate Diploma with a substantial legal element, the Programme Assessment Board shall not award an MA in Legal Studies with Distinction or with Commendation unless the student produces evidence to the satisfaction of the Board that the student achieved on the relevant professional or other course a standard of achievement comparable to a Distinction  or Commendation standard, as the case may be.

NB: An award of Distinction in the Legal Practice Course requires an average of 70% in all assessments. An award of Commendation in the Legal Practice Course requires an average of 60% in all assessments. A classification of  Outstanding in the Bar Vocational Course requires an average mark of at least 85% over all assessments; a classification of Very Competent requires an average of at least 65%. 
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