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SECTION B: FEATURES OF THE COURSE

	Type of Field:
	Minor/Half/Major/Full

	Mode of Study:
	Full-time/Part-time 


Module content is described in the Module Directory document.

The MA in International Politics and Economics is an exiting new course that links politics, economics and globalisation. It provides both solid subject knowledge and transferable skills that are highly valued in the professional world.

The course primarily offers students the opportunity to:

· obtain a background in the political and economic aspect of globalisation;

· build and develop their skills in communicating politics and economics at an advanced level;

· extend their ability to write coherently and with precision; 
· present decision supporting reports verbally and in writing.
In so doing, the typical requirements for those employed in government or private organisations are addressed – clear, lucid communication rather than highly technical analysis. The distinctive aspect of the course is the development of students’ ability to write and present decision supporting documents in the area of international politics and economics.
Seminars and presentations will be a forum for students to present different arguments to each other, and to learn how to respond to criticism from sometimes diametrically opposed perspectives.
For the full field, comprehension and evaluation of theories of international relations is a crucial aspect of the course, as is knowledge and critical understanding of the impact of globalisation on the international economy. This basis is enhanced by a more specific aspects of the current system of global economic governance, the international political economy and the global impact of environmental issues. In addition to developing a strong grasp and critical understanding of the economic and political foundations of international interactions, students will develop skills in formulating and criticising policy. Research skills are built through the dedicated research skills module and in the assessed work for specific modules. The distinctive aspect of the course – the development of students’ ability to write and present decision supporting documents in the area of international politics and economics – features particularly in the modules “Writing Economic Reports”, “Literature Review” and in the dissertation module.
Students are offered a coherent and focussed programme, providing an enjoyable course of study that will prove stimulating, interesting, will throw light on the policy making aspects of international economic decisions, and will improve employment prospects after graduation.

SECTION C: EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE COURSE
The course aims to:
· develop and enhance students’ knowledge and critical understanding of the impact of globalisation on international politics and the international economy;
· provide students with an advanced knowledge of the functions and features of the international economy and the ways in which it shapes both political and economic interactions between states and non-state actors.

For the major and full field to also:
· provide students with opportunities to develop their written and oral communication skills to a professional level.
· develop students’ ability to effectively design and manage a substantial programme of research and writing on a topic in the area of International Politics and Economics.

SECTION D: LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE COURSE

The learning outcomes for the MA course in International Political Economics are as follows.
1. Knowledge and Understanding

On completion students will have:
· a knowledge of the approach to considering key questions in the area of International Politics and Economics, by focussing on theories of international relations and on the impact of globalisation on the international economy;
· a breadth of knowledge regarding the effects of globalisation on the international economy, the global economic governance structure and global environmental issues.
On completion of the major and full field, students will also have:
· experience of applying knowledge of the role of the media, writing skills, or skills of reviewing existing literature to topics particular to issues in International Politics and Economics;
· experience of applying research skills, analytical skills, and writing skills to a topic in the area of International Politics and Economics at a post graduate level, including the self-directed exploration of a selected topic in considerable depth.
2. Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the course students will have developed their skills to:
· engage in rigorous and critical analysis of a range of complex issues;
· evaluate information from a range of sources;
· summarise, evaluate and present in oral and written form complex arguments from a variety of theoretical perspectives;
· synthesise information with critical awareness and use it to sustain an argument;
· systematically reason, formulate and reach conclusions;

· think self-critically about their own work, priorities and ambitions;
· retrieve, synthesise, organise and present succinctly in oral and written form information from a variety of sources.
3. Practical Skills
On completion of the course students will have:
· developed skills in writing essays and reports;
· improved their presentation skills;

· actively engaged with their peers in academic debate;

· managed their own work effectively;
· competently undertaken a substantial research and writing task at an advanced level, largely self-directed.

4.
Key Skills
a.

Communication Skills

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to:
· structure and communicate ideas and arguments effectively in writing and orally;
· engage confidently in debate at an advanced academic level;
· autonomously and effectively select, manipulate and exhibit data to enhance and advance arguments.
b.

Numeracy

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to:
· critically interpret relevant data;

· utilise data in a sophisticated professional manner.
c.

Information and Communication Technology
On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to:
· effectively and precisely retrieve appropriate data from online sources;
· confidently use standard software for data analysis and presentation.

d.
Teamwork

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to:
· communicate effectively within a group;
· show leadership where appropriate;

· self-direct within a supervised project.
e.

Independent Learning

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to:
· reflect logically and effectively on academic work;
· monitor and review their own progress in relation to the required standard;
· devise and undertake significant independent research in advanced literature and data.

SECTION E: COURSE STRUCTURE
This field is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework. Fields in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated principally at level 7, with up to 30 level 6 credits permitted. Single modules in the framework are valued at 15 credits and the field may contain a number of multiple modules. The minimum requirement for a Postgraduate Certificate is 60 credits, for a Postgraduate Diploma is 120 credits and for a Masters degree is 180 credits. In some instances the Postgraduate Certificate or Postgraduate Diploma may be the final award and Postgraduate Certificates and Postgraduate Diplomas may be offered to students who only complete specified parts of a Masters degree. Students will be provided with the PCF regulations.

The awards available within this are detailed in section A above and their requirements are now outlined in this section.  

Duration of Study


FULL-TIME MODE: 1 academic year


PART-TIME MODE: normally 2 academic years

Structure of the Academic Year 


SEMESTER 1


16 weeks


SEMESTER 2


16 weeks


POST-SEMESTERS

16 weeks
Module titles, codes
, levels and credits
Full time Semester 1 modules

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credit Value
	Level

	ECM407
	Globalisation and the International Economy
	15
	7

	GB3118
	Global Governance *
	15
	6

	HPM400
	Research Skills in Social Sciences
	15
	7

	INM400
	Theories of International Relations
	15
	7


Full time Semester 2 modules

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credit Value
	Level

	GB3138
	Global Environmental Issues *
	15
	6

	HR3158
	Economics and Social Rights *
	15
	6

	INM401
	International Political Economy
	15
	7


*Students take two from these three level 6 modules
Two modules from:
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credit Value
	Level

	ECM404
	Writing Economic Reports
	15
	7

	ECM405
	Literature Review
	15
	7

	PCM409
	Media, Public Policy and International Politics
	15
	7


Full time Summer Session
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credit Value
	Level

	ECM406
	Dissertation
	60
	7


Constructing Courses in Combination with Other Fields of Study

As the Minor Field in the Course

The student is required to do

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Credit Value
	Level

	ECM407
	Globalisation and the International Economy
	15
	7

	INM401
	International Political Economy
	15
	7


and a 60 credit dissertation the major field.
As a Half Field in the Course
The student is required to

· satisfy the requirements of the Minor Field and in addition;
· do two electives from the field International Politics and Economics, including either ECM404 Writing Economic Reports, ECM405 Literature Review or PCM409 Media, Public Policy and International Politics;
· do a 60 credit dissertation in either field.
As the Major Field in the Course

The student is required to:

· satisfy the requirements of the Half Field and
· do:

· INM400 Theories of International Relations,
· ECM404 Writing Economic Reports and
· ECM406 Dissertation.
Schedule for Part-time students

Part-time students study a selection of modules from this schedule in each of two academic years. The programme of study for a part-time student must satisfy the following scheduling restrictions:
· no modules are studied after ECM406 Dissertation;

· at least 1 of the level 6 GB modules is studied prior to either of ECM404 Writing Economic Reports and ECM405 Literature Review.
SECTION F: COURSE REFERENCE POINTS

The course is compliant with Kingston University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.

The course is compliant with the QAA framework for higher education qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The course is compliant with the QAA codes of practice for Higher Education.

There is no subject benchmarking at the postgraduate level. Level 6 modules are drawn from programmes compliant with the QAA subject benchmarking statement for undergraduate courses in economics.

SECTION G: TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Modules employ a combination of lectures, seminars, and personal supervision. As each semester progresses, some of the taught modules make increasing use of seminar type activity, with an emphasis on student presentations. The latter are designed to encourage presentational, interpersonal, and research skills. They may be an informal part of class discussion or may be formally designated as an element of the assessment scheme. The objective here is to promote the significance of self-directed study and research with the students taking responsibility for not only the presentation but also the direction of the seminars. Seminar work is often directed towards the final assessment, which will typically be exam and/or essay based. 

The nature and scope of state and non-state actors, and their relevant interactions in the contemporary international economic environment, is often sharply contested. Those working in a field where an in-depth knowledge of International Relations or International Economics is advantageous, or even expected, need to develop the ability to engage in coherent and well-structured debates on a range of contemporary international issues. Students will (amongst other things) need to synthesise information from a variety of sources, and to present arguments succinctly and persuasively. Some of these skills will be developed and reinforced through discussion seminars and in workshops where students will focus intensively on recent and breaking issues.

Students will also develop research skills and techniques, through both the Research Skills and Methods, Writing Economic Reports and Literature Review modules and as part of their dissertation work. The learning strategy means that students will develop the abilities to carry out substantial research projects and to make independent, logical and informed judgements about processes and alternative approaches. The teaching and learning strategies concentrate on developing students’ knowledge and understanding of the global economic system and its application to a range of related topics, building a critical approach to the material and developing the ability to make effective use of information resources. Peer review will take place in presentation sessions and in class discussion, generating feedback and the opportunity for self-evaluation.

The dissertation pulls together all aspects of the degree. Students will work one-to-one with a specific supervising member of staff while preparing the dissertation on a topic particular to their course. They will be helped to formulate a clear, viable and coherent proposal for a project whose results will be of interest to themselves and to others working in the field.

Students will be encouraged to draw on their personal or professional experience. Students participating in the course are expected to come from a wide variety of countries. They will be expected to share their insights into how contemporary international developments are viewed from other regions. As a result, there will be extensive opportunities for collaborative work, for students to draw on each other's knowledge, understanding and skills. This will make it possible to establish from the outset a strong cohort identity. The induction programme, the teaching in small (seminar) groups, the students having most of their modules in common, and social events will enable this to happen.
SECTION H: ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Methods of assessment are central to the activities of students as they determine how students learn and study. The course provides a set of varied modes of assessment that promotes both learning and development of the range of skills outlined above. Assessment methods for each module are designed with the learning objectives in mind.

The traditional approach to assessment (in the form of essays, reports and time-constrained written examinations) continues to play an important role in the overall assessment diet, encouraging a broad knowledge base and requiring students to accommodate pressure and respond to deadlines.

Because of the designated learning outcomes there is a strong general emphasis on assessment methods that exercise communication skills. A wide variety of assessment methods is used, including short and extended essays, tests, exams, client/management briefs, presentations and a dissertation. 
In particular, the assessments used are intended to reflect the following aspects:

· tests: to assess the ability to identify and select appropriate responses to specific questions;
· exams: to assess breadth of knowledge and application of understanding to specific questions and to assess the ability to write coherently and concisely under conditions of time constraint;
· essays: are expected to show a grasp of current advanced work in the area and to demonstrate both breadth and depth of learning and understanding;
· client/management briefs: to assess the ability to communicate in writing specific economics ideas and insights in a focused manner that is accessible to both economists and non-economists;
· presentations: to assess communication skills through verbal, audio or visual accounts of academic topics and research work;
· literature review: to assess the ability to research and communicate in writing a critical evaluation and synthesis of published sources connected to a topic;
· dissertation: to competently undertake a substantial research and writing task at an advanced level, largely self-directed.
Through the course, coordination between module leaders takes place to ensure that an appropriate breadth of topics is covered in essays, reports, the literature review and the dissertation.

SECTION I: ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

Minimum entry qualifications

The minimal entry qualifications for the course are:
· an honours degree or equivalent;
· relevant non-certificated learning such as attendance at short courses, continuing education courses, relevant work and life experience;

· an appropriate combination of certificated and non-certificated learning;

· additionally, where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (IELTS requirement of 6.5) or equivalent must be demonstrated as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations.
All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of an interview, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfilment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

Typical entry qualifications

One the following will normally be regarded as appropriate admission requirement for the MA course in International Politics and Economics:

· successful completion of a certified programme of study in an area appropriate to the content of the degree with a second class honours undergraduate degree or its equivalent.
SECTION J: CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The purpose of this programme is to provide a sound understanding of the various actors and the methods of interaction between states and non-state actors in the global economic system for those who wish to pursue careers in a variety of communication-related career paths. For students who are already working in a relevant field, the aim is to give them the mixture of analytical insight and relevant skills that will enable them to enhance their existing career paths. For students wanting to go onto further study and research, the aim of the programme is to lay the foundations for the continuation of study on an academic career track.
SECTION K: INDICATORS OF QUALITY

The School of Economics has a broad experience of delivering taught undergraduate and postgraduate courses. The Internal Subject Review for Economics in 2007 was very positive of the provision of fields and courses offered by the School of Economics.

The ISR full report commended amongst others:

· the induction module with its inclusion of study skills as well as definitions of plagiarism and guidance to students on how to avoid it;

· the wide spectrum of modules on offer, ranging from technical to policy-related economics;

· the delivery of ‘core’ economics material throughout all three years of the undergraduate fields.

Research in the School of Economics has three core themes:

· trade and development; 

· money and finance; and 

· political economy.

The UK national Research Assessment Exercise of 2008 judged that all of our assessed research activity met national standards in terms of significance, originality and rigour. The great majority was assessed as deserving international recognition and a significant proportion of this was judged to be 'excellent', and some 'world-leading', in relation to international standards.

Other members of staff contributing to the programme are drawn from members of the European and History Research Centres.
SECTION L: APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE PCF

N/A; these proposals are compliant with the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.

APPENDIX: ASSESSMENT DIET
	Module
	Exam
	Essay(s)
	Brief(s)
	Presentation
	Dissertation
	Other

	ECM 407
Globalisation and the International Economy
	50%
	50%
	
	
	
	

	ECM404
Writing Economic Reports
	
	
	80%
	20%
	
	

	ECM405
Literature Review
	
	
	
	25%
	
	Literature Review 75%

	ECM406
Dissertation
	
	
	
	
	100%
	

	GB3118
Global Governance
	
	100%
	
	
	
	

	GB3138
Global Environmental Issues
	100%
	
	
	
	
	

	HPM400
Research Skills
	
	60%
	
	
	
	Class Participation 20%;

Blackboard 20%

	INM400
Theories of International Relations
	
	100%
	
	
	
	

	INM401
International Political Economy
	
	75%
	
	25%
	
	

	PCM409
Media, Public Policy and International Politics
	
	70%
	
	30%
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