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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD
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N/A
Field Title:
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Credit rating by level:



120 Credits equivalent to 








NQF Level 3
JACs code:





N/A
QAA Benchmark Statement(s):


N/A
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Faculty
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School
International Study Centre (ISC)
Location:





Kingston University ISC
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June 2009
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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:





Foundation Certificate Programme for International Students 

The field is available in the following forms: Through Five Pathways 
1) Business, Management and Economics

2) Law, Politics and Social Sciences

3) Engineering, Computing and Mathematics

4) Life Sciences and Pharmacy

5) Psychology, Communication and Media Studies

2.
Modes of Delivery

One Year, Full-time

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns: None
3.
Features of the Field

The International Foundation Year is designed to provide multiple pathways for international students, leading onto the first year of a wide range of bachelors degrees at Kingston University.

The Programme provides international students with a mix of English Language and Academic Study Skills tuition with substantial specific subject content which enables them to prepare as fully as possible for the demands of study at undergraduate level, to improve their language level, to develop study skills appropriate to study in a UK HE environment and to top-up their subject studies to cover their move from a 12-year to a 13-year pre-university education system.
The provision of a range of five specific pathways caters for a very broad spectrum of student interest and aspiration and allows access into as large a number of Kingston University first degrees as possible.

Considerable flexibility has been introduced into the Programme by allowing students to commence their three terms of study from either September or January. In the case of both cohorts of students they will have a minimum of 30 weeks of study before their final examinations/assessments.
Students successfully completing the Programme have the opportunity to gain admission to the first year of specified and relevant undergraduate degree courses at Kingston University. To achieve this outcome students have to match or exceed progression levels agreed with the relevant University Faculty or School and to satisfy, as required, the entry regulations of Professional Statutory bodies. 



C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The main aims of the full-field are:
· To develop students’ English Language skills to a level related to at least 6.0 IELTS

· To raise students’ awareness of the study environment, pedagogical approach and requirements for degree level study at Kingston University.
· To improve students’ academic study skills

· To develop students’ knowledge base and basic understanding in subject areas related to their chosen field of further study

· To demonstrate through unseen written examinations, assessed coursework assignments and oral presentations students’ preparedness for the demands of study at undergraduate level

· To develop (where appropriate) practical, including laboratory and workshop skills
D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the field all students will be able to:
(a) Use specialist terms and vocabulary relevant to their subject area

(b) Demonstrate sufficient knowledge and understanding of key concepts within their broad subject areas to allow them to progress to first degree level study 
(c) Demonstrate an appreciation of application of knowledge and understanding to practical (real life) situations

2.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the field all students will be able to:
(a) Analyse, interpret and summarise information

(b) Integrate and provide a basic evaluation of material studied

(c) Select material appropriately in constructing an argument/responding to an academic question

(d) Apply learned principles, theories and methods appropriately

(e) Demonstrate and exercise independent judgement
3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the field all students will be able to:
(a) Deploy oral communication and team working skills 
(b) Demonstrate time management skills in both writing up and submitting assessed assignments and preparing for and sitting unseen examinations

(c) Carry out, where appropriate, practical, laboratory or workshop-based work safely and with a knowledge and awareness of safety regulations  
4.
Key Skills

On completion of the field students will have acquired transferable skills to:

a.

Communication Skills

· Make effective contributions to group work and discussions
· Make an oral presentation on an academic topic

· Select, collate and communicate coherently specific information brought together from a variety of sources

· Use specialist terms and vocabulary in the appropriate context, both in discussions and written responses
b.

Numeracy

· Collect data selectively from a variety of sources and record it appropriately
· Present data in a wide range of forms

· Manipulate data in response to questions/problems posed

· Carry out basic evaluation of data collected
c.

Information, Communication and Technology
· Access a wide range of information from libraries and through the Internet
· Use word processing and spreadsheet skills for the effective presentation of assignments
d. Teamwork
· Work effectively in collaboration with others

· Review their own progress and the progress of others in group work

e.

Independent Learning
· Demonstrate the skills required to plan, research and complete an extended essay in Study Skills and a Project in the Project Study module
· Organise their own independent learning through self-management

· Demonstrate the skills required to prepare effectively for end of term module examinations

· Use initiative, think creatively and exercise critical judgement in assessing the work and ideas of others
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KS – Key Skill

MC – Module Code

E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The Programme consists of six pathways, each involving students in the study of ten modules, some common to all pathways and others pathway-specific. 

FIELD CONTENTS

Core modules common to all pathways

	Code
	Module Title
	Credits
	Term



	IF0001
	Foundation English Skills 1 (FES 1)
	12
	Term 1

	IF0002
	Foundation English Skills 2 (FES 2) 
	12
	Term 2

	IF0003
	Foundation English Skills (FES 3)
	12
	Term 3

	IF0004
	Project Study
	12
	Term 3


Pathway 1: Business Management and Economics

	IF0005
	Core Mathematics
	12
	Term 1

	IF0006
	Principles of Economics 1
	12
	Term 2

	IF0007
	Principles of Economics 2
	12
	Term 3

	IF0008
	Introduction to Business Studies 1
	12
	Term 2

	IF0009
	Introduction to Business Studies 2
	12
	Term 3

	IF0010
	Introduction to Financial Accounting
	12
	Term 2

	IF0011
	British Political System (an alternative to Financial Accounting)
	12
	Term 2


Pathway 2: Law, Politics and Social Sciences

	IF0005
	Core Mathematics
	12
	Term 1

	IF0013
	Sociology 1 (an alternative to Core Mathematics)
	12
	Term 1

	IF0006
	Principles of Economics 1
	12
	Term 2

	IF0014
	Sociology 2 (an alternative to Principles of Economics 1)
	12
	Term 2

	IF0007
	Principles of Economics 2 
	12
	Term 3

	IF0014
	Sociology 2 (an alternative to Principles Economics 2)
	12
	Term 3

	IF0008
	Introduction to Business Studies 1
	12
	Term 2

	IF0012
	English Legal System
	12
	Term 1

	IF0011
	British Political System
	12
	Term 3


Pathway 3: Engineering, Computing and Mathematics

	IF0016
	Pure Mathematics 1
	12
	Term 1

	IF0018
	Applied Mathematics 1
	12
	Term 1

	IF0008
	Introduction to Business Studies 1 (an alternative to Applied Mathematics 1)
	12
	Term 2

	IF0020
	Physics 1
	12
	Term 1

	IF0022
	Computing 1
	12
	Term 2

	IF0021
	Physics 2
	12
	Term 3

	IF0023
	Computing 2 (an alternative to Physics 2)
	12
	Term 3

	IF0019
	 Applied Mathematics 2 (with Applied Mathematics 1 as pre-requisite)
	12
	Term 3

	IF0024
	Computing 3 (an alternative to Applied Mathematics 2)
	12
	Term 3

	IF0017
	Pure Mathematics 2 (with Pure Mathematics 1 as pre-requisite)
	12
	Term 2


Pathway 4: Life Sciences and Pharmacy

	IF0005
	Core Mathematics
	12
	Term 1

	IF0022
	Chemistry 1
	12
	Term 2

	IF0023
	Chemistry 2
	12
	Term 3

	IF0027
	Biology 1 (Cell Biology)
	12
	Term 1

	IF0028
	Biology 2 (Physiology)
	12
	Term 2

	IF0029
	Further Studies in Biology and Chemistry
	12
	Term 3


Pathway 5: Psychology, Communications and Media Studies

	IF0005
	Core Mathematics
	12
	Term 1

	IF0013
	Sociology 1 (an alternative to Core Mathematics)
	12
	Term 1

	IF0033
	Psychology 1
	12
	Term 2

	IF0014
	Sociology 2 (an alternative to Psychology 1)
	12
	Term 2

	IF0034
	Psychology 2
	12
	Term 3

	IF0015
	Sociology 3 (an alternative to Psychology 2)
	12
	Term 3

	IF0030
	Media Studies 1
	12
	Term 1

	IF0031
	Media Studies 2
	12
	Term 2

	IF0032
	Media Studies 3
	12
	Term 3


Where there are internal choices (alternatives) shown within Pathways, students will receive counselling from Personal Tutors within the ISC to help them select the modules that they require or which would be most appropriate for them in the context of the undergraduate programme onto which they wish to progress.

Students pass the course by achieving at least 40% in 10 modules on their chosen Pathway. A mark no lower than 30% in just one module may be compensated if the student can demonstrate strengths elsewhere in the Programme, with an overall average of 45% being the minimum level required to qualify.
Although 40% in all modules will earn students a pass, they will further need to match the progression grades set with the various University faculties and schools in order to progress onto their chosen undergraduate programme.  

Students have re-sit opportunities built into the Assessment Regulations that govern the Programme but must complete in a maximum of six terms (2 years).   See Appendix 1.
F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

Course content and assessments are at NQF Level 3 (A Level AS and A2) and form

a pre-university preparation course. 
Students are working towards an internal ISC award of a Bellerbys (Study Group)

Completion Certificate and, at the end of their course, will also receive a

transcript of their detailed module results, on the basis of which they can, with the

agreed progression grade, confirm their place on the first year of their chosen degree

programme.
Although students will not receive a Kingston University Foundation Certificate they will be awarded University credits which will be recorded in detail on their transcript of results.
G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

· Tutor-led classroom sessions
· Small group tutorials

· Seminars

· Formal lectures

· Group work

· Presentations/debates/discussions

· Project work
· Guided independent study

· (where appropriate) Practical laboratory or workshop-based work
Recognition is given to the fact that students have come to the ISC from a wide range of academic and cultural backgrounds worldwide. Throughout their studies on the Foundation Year, from the Induction Programme onwards, significant emphasis is placed on the importance of explaining to students the style and strengths of the British approach to teaching and learning as key elements in their academic acculturation.

Students are given significant levels of tutor support, especially in the earlier stages of their studies, to help them come to terms with such an intensive and demanding programme. Apart from the active support of subject tutors each

student is allocated a Personal Tutor who monitors his/her academic progress and has a vital counselling role in the wake of each set of module examinations and assessments.  

Students will be offered lecture-style lessons in small classes, the maximum numbers of students in which may vary between Pathways. During these lessons they will be encouraged to participate through responding to questions posed by their tutors, by being prompted to themselves ask questions of their tutors and in group work involving other students in the class.

Exercises will be set in class and as homework assignments, and the tutors will use the opportunities provided by the marking of these pieces of work to contribute to the formative assessment of students on the programme.

In addition to tutor-led learning activities, students will be encouraged through an integrated approach to the development of academic study skills to take responsibility for their own learning. Their research skills will be developed through the setting of longer pieces of work, notably in the Project Study and the extended essay in the unit, Study Skills in the British Environment (English 3), which will both have an optimum length of 1,500 words. Students will also be given opportunities to develop their oral communication skills through participation in debates and seminar-style sessions, and in preparing and delivering an 8-10 minute presentation to their class.

The students will also be provided with a small library/resources area in ISC, where a limited range of texts and specialist journals will be available to them. They will, additionally, have access to a wide variety of specialist texts in the University Library and will have access to the Internet in the University’s Computing suites. Students will also be encouraged to read the sections and articles relevant to their areas of study in broadsheet newspapers and specialist magazines and to listen to or view relevant radio and TV programmes.

Through the Project Study and extended essay in Study Skills in the British Environment students will also be able to develop their IT skills to enable them not only to make use of the Internet for their research, but also to be able, when on their University degree programmes, to word process their assignments. These aspects of their studies will also be used to reinforce the importance of referencing written work and providing a full bibliography. The plagiarism issue will also be addressed in this context.

Teaching and Learning Strategies for Work Based Learning

N/A
H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES 
There is a strong emphasis on formative assessment throughout the course with a stress on rapid turnaround by subject tutors of regularly set (normally weekly) assignments and involving a high level of detailed tutor feedback.
Summative assessment is achieved through

· Unseen written examinations

· Short-answer tests

· Practical Reports

· Individual oral presentations

· Extended essay

· Major project study

· Group debate/discussion

Modules will be delivered through the 3 terms that make up the Programme with 3 normally being delivered in Term 1, 3 in Term 2 and the final 4 in Term 3, making 10 modules in all. 

Delivery will be arranged so that the 4 Core Modules are distributed throughout the Programme as follows:

Term 1 – Foundation English Skills 1 (FES 1)

Term 2 – Foundation English Skills 2 (FES 2)

Term 3 – Study Skills in the British Environment and Project Study.

In practice, the preparatory work for the Project Study – initial advice from the tutors acting as supervisors, selection of project titles and early research into available materials – starts during from about mid-way through Term 2, with completion of first draft and submission of finished Project taking place in Term 3.
Other than on the occasions when it is a module pre-requisite that its delivery follows that of another Pathway-specific module, the modules offered in each Pathway may be delivered flexibly throughout the Programme.

This means that there will be a number of assessed pieces of work that contribute to the summative assessment of students on the Programme and a number of final examinations taking place in each of the three Terms.

Re-sit opportunities mean that students may receive support to re-sit an examination in a module where they have failed to reach the pass mark during a later term in the Programme. Provision is also made for students to improve a mark by re-sitting a module where a pass had been achieved but the student wished to improve on the actual mark in order to reach the overall agreed progression grade.  See Appendix 1.
All Learning Outcomes are assessed both formatively and summatively throughout the Programme, for example, effective preparation for end of module examinations (summative) would include the setting of class-based tests (formative).  Refer back to matrix for details.

The types of assessment methods used on each module

Formative assessment on all modules is achieved through the submission and marking of regular (normally weekly) homework assignments and less frequent 
(normally three per module) class-based tests.
The Core Modules have the following assessment pattern:

	Module
	Exam
	Coursework
	Practical

	Foundation English Skills 1 (FES 1)
	80%
	20%
	-

	Foundation English Skills 2 (FES 2)
	80%
	20%
	-

	Study Skills in the British Environment
	-
	100%
	-

	Project Study
	-
	100%
	-


The 36 Pathway-specific Modules follow the pattern:

	Module
	Exam
	Coursework
	Practical

	Mathematics
	100%
	-
	-

	Science
	75%
	-
	25%

	Psychology 
	75%
	-
	25%

	Sociology
	75%
	-
	25%

	Computing
	20%
	-
	80%

	Principles of Economics 1 
	70%
	30%
	-

	Principles of Economics 2
	70%
	30%
	-

	Introduction to Business Studies 1
	70%
	30%
	-

	Introduction to Business Studies 2
	70%
	30%
	-

	Introduction to Financial Accounting
	70%
	30%
	-

	English Legal System
	70%
	30%
	-

	British Political System
	70%
	30%
	-

	Media Studies
	60%
	40%
	-


A wide range of assessment strategies are deployed with two main objectives:

1. To provide students with opportunities to develop and practise study skills which are particularly related to the tasks they will meet on the Kingston University degree programme. in this context students are taught to cope with the large lecture hall environment, the delivery of oral presentations and seminar skills and the production of extended pieces of work avoiding the pitfalls of plagiarism, fully referenced and with full and appropriately laid out bibliographies.

2. To set students timed tasks under controlled conditions so that they are able to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the topics they have studied and their ability to stand up under pressure and deploy time management skills. These include formal written examination at the end of modules but also timed and supervised open book coursework essays with circulation of titles in advance and opportunities for students to consult their own notes.  

I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1.
The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

The Programme is designed for students who will have completed High School studies either in their home countries or elsewhere with good grades (A-C equivalent) and so will normally have completed their studies at the equivalent of AS Level in a 12-year system.
Their studies on the IFY will involve their consolidating work at AS Level and engaging in studying selected topics at A2, all in the medium of English.

As far as English level on entry is concerned, students will have taken an approved test (including the Study Group test) and demonstrated an English level equivalent to at least 4.5 IELTS (with 5.0 in Writing).

Students will usually have had limited opportunities to engage in practical work in a laboratory environment and so will have to be made aware at induction of the importance of safety considerations and of full compliance with the regulations currently in force at the University. This lack of experience should not, however, act as a barrier to entry onto Pathways of the IFY involving practical work.  

2.
Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

As above, good High School grades equivalent to A-C, and an English level related to at least 4.5 IELTS (with 5.0 in Writing). 
J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
N/A
K. INDICATORS OF QUALITY
N/A
L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

Students failing to achieve at least 40% in any module, Core or Pathway specific, will be allowed a maximum of two opportunities to re-sit the module assessments (examination or coursework) but these opportunities must fall within the maximum period for registration, that is, two years. The student re-sitting may opt, following discussions with the Head of Centre, either to submit new examination/coursework
or carry over his/her existing marks. Students who improve their mark on a re-sit will be allowed to carry forward the improved mark without its being capped, and this improved mark will appear on the student’s final transcript. A student passing a module on a re-sit will receive the 12 level 3 credits for that module.
Students who pass but fail to achieve the required progression grade in any module, Core or Pathway specific, will be allowed a maximum of two opportunities to re-sit the module assessments (examination or coursework) but these opportunities must fall within the maximum period for registration, that is, two years. The student re-sitting may opt, following discussions with the Head of Centre, either to submit new examination/coursework or carry over his/her existing marks. Students who improve their mark on a re-sit will be allowed to carry forward the improved mark without its being capped, and this improved mark will appear on the student’s final transcript. A student passing a module on a re-sit will receive the 12 level 3 credits for that module. 
On completion of the three terms of the programme, a student who has failed one module only, among either the Core or Pathway specific modules, but not including IF0001 or IF0002, and has achieved between 31% and 39% on that module, will be considered at the Programme Assessment Board (PAB) for a compensatory pass and 12 level 3 credits on the basis of the student’s overall performance (a minimum of an average overall of 45%), and/or the achievement of required learning outcomes. The responsibility for submitting such cases to the PAB lies with the Head of Centre.  
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