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This Programme Specification is designed for prospective students, current students, academic staff and employers.  It provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the intended learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if they take full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.  More detailed information on the learning outcomes and content of each modules can be found in the course VLE site and in individual Module Descriptors.


SECTION 1:	GENERAL INFORMATION


	Award(s) and Title(s):
	Art Foundation Year in Shanghai


	Exit Award(s) and Title(s):
	




	Course Code 
For each pathway and mode of delivery
	
ufafs1afs97

	UCAS code 
For each pathway
	n/a



	Awarding Institution:

	Kingston University

	Teaching Institution:

	Pinguan Shengshi (Shanghai) Culture and Art Co. Ltd. (PYSS), China 

	Location:
	Ping Yuan Shen Shi Shanghai (PYSS) 

	Language of Delivery:
	English 

	Delivery mode:
	Primarily campus based (up to 20% of scheduled L&T hours delivered online)

	Learning mode(s):

	 Full-time 
 

	Minimum period of registration:
	 Full-time - 1 Year  


	Maximum period of registration:

	 Full-time - 2 Years  


	Entry requirements
	The minimum entry qualifications for the programme are:
· 11 or 12 years of schooling at secondary or equivalent in China, Minimum age on entry 16.
· a portfolio demonstrating creative potential appropriate to the individuals’ prior learning experience or pass the interview 
Minimum English language requirements: IELTS 5.0 (with the minimum of 4.5 in each component) or pass PYSS English entrance examination 
The minimum entry qualifications for the programme are:
· 11 or 12 years of schooling at secondary or equivalent in China, Minimum age on entry 16.
· a portfolio demonstrating creative potential appropriate to the individuals’ prior learning experience or pass the interview 
Minimum English language requirements: IELTS 5.0 (with the minimum of 4.5 in each component) or pass PYSS English entrance examination 


	Regulated by
	The University and its courses are regulated by the Office for Students. 

	Programme Accredited by:
	N/A


	Approved Variants:
	The current KU Academic framework stipulates that “Undergraduate levels 3 and 4 – all modules must be long-thin and 30 credits".
The approval was given that three modules can be run in a block arrangement and the course structure will run as presented below:
[image: ]
 

	Is this Higher or Degree Apprenticeship course?
	No 






SECTION 2: THE COURSE

A. Aims of the Course

1. Develop and apply Art, Design and Media subject English Language and Study Skills to ensure that students are ready for undergraduate study in the UK
2. Develop Critical and Contextual awareness of international contemporary and historical contexts and theoretical debates in Art, Design and Media.
3. Provide continuous and progressive diagnostic context to enable the identification of strengths and subject specialist direction through exploring practical skills and theoretical concepts.
4. Develop research and analytical skills for ideas generation and finding solutions.
5. Raise the awareness of future skills, sustainability, and social responsibility of the global citizens through creative practice
 

B. Programme Learning Outcomes

The programme learning outcomes are the high-level learning outcomes that will have been achieved by all students receiving this award. They have been aligned to the levels set out in ‘Sector Recognised Standards in England’ (OFS 2022).
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	Programme Learning Outcomes


	
	Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the course students will be able to:
	
	Intellectual Skills

On completion of the course students will be able to
	
	Subject Practical Skills

On completion of the course students will be able to

	 A1
	
Demonstrate an understanding of the basic elements and principals of visual language and use observational and conceptual drawing and recording skills. 
	B1 
	Reflect critically on the development of creative practice, devising appropriate quality solutions and learn how to develop ideas. 
	C1 
	 Safely use a range of media and techniques for creative practice 
 

	 A2
	Use language and study skills to become confident and independent learners at a level appropriate for academic study at the degree level. 
	B2 
	Apply the practical, theoretical, research and technical understanding to solve problems and develop solutions for your specialist practice. 
	C2 
	 Communicate ideas appropriately in English using all 4 language skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking 
 

	 A3
	Demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical and cultural context of art, design and media practices. 
	B3 
	Carry out primary and secondary research independently and develop a range of transferable skills in communication, problem-solving, empathy and presentation skills. 
	C3 
	 Create appropriate creative outputs of specialist discipline demonstrating research and critical reflection. 
 

	 A4
	Embed sustainability and global citizen attributes in students creative thinking and practice. 
	B4 
	Demonstrate the ability to be an independent learner and embody a culture of continual personal development. 
	C4 
	 Produce and curate a final major project in 2-D or 3-D format that is the result of varied experimentation with academic research. 
 







C. Future Skills Graduate Attributes

In addition to the programme learning outcomes, the programme of study defined in this programme specification will engage students in developing their Future Skills Graduate Attributes:
1. Creative Problem Solving
2. Digital Competency Enterprise
3. Questioning Mindset
4. Adaptability
5. Empathy
6. Collaboration
7. Resilience
8. Self-Awareness


D. Outline Programme Structure

The Foundation in Art Design and Media is comprised of level 3 credits awarded within the scope of the University’s Common Credit Framework but does not sit within the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications.
A certificate of completion and a transcript is awarded to students upon successful completion of 120 level 3 credits. 



Art Foundation Year in Shanghai


	Level 3

	Art Foundation Year in Shanghai

	Core modules
	Module code
	Credit 
Value
	Level 
	Teaching Block
	Pre-requisites
	Full Time
	Part Time

	Developing English Language and Study Skills alongside Creative Practices
	DS3002
	30
	3
	TY13
	N/A
	1
	

	Final Major Project
	DS3004
	30
	3
	TB2
	N/A
	1
	

	Introduction to Art, Design and Media
	DS3001
	30
	3
	TB1
	N/A
	1
	

	Investigating Specialist Practice
	DS3003
	30
	3
	TB 1& 2
	N/A
	1
	





E. Teaching, Learning and Assessment

Learning and Teaching Strategy (of the course)
Sequential Learning Journey, from exploratory to investigation to final confirmation across the whole year. 
Introduction to Art, Design & Media: This is delivered through a series of several projects designed to enable students to investigate a range of technical skills and applications across a range of core disciplines Fine Art, Three-dimensional design, Fashion and Fabrication, Visual communication and Architecture helping students begin to define their specialist focus and develop a range of visual, written and verbal transferable skills. These include drawing, painting, model-making, fabrication, photography, creative software, research, writing and so on. Students will engage in a variety of workshops and inductions integrated within the projects, giving them access to a range of resources, which include: 3D workshops, fashion atelier, Photoshop, InDesign, photography and video-making equipment. 
Investigating Specialist Practice : This is delivered through a two overarching projects, which allow students to engage, investigate and develop their own particular specialist practice. Integrated within this is a range of specialist and advanced inductions in order to build on and develop existing skills gained from Teaching Block 1 toward specialist engagement. With a questioning mindset, students will be guided to carry out in-depth research into their chosen specialism through primary, and secondary research to develop students creative problem-solving skills. 
Final Major Project: As part of the final major stage, built on from Teaching Block 1 and early stage of Teaching Block 2, this module focuses on a final confirmatory specialist project, which allows students to develop a body of research and practice investigation specific to and in confirmation of their specialist practice and BA progression choice. At this stage, students will also be guided to form and communicate students' creative identity as well as incorporate commercial aspects of creative practice in their learning. This culminates in a final exhibition within the PYSS campus and is a key aspect of the professional development and degree-level focus.
Integrating Language and Academic Skills with Creative Practice: It is critical for students coming from different educational backgrounds and whose first language is not English to be well equipped with the appropriate subject English language, study skills and research skills during the foundation year as a transition before the degree studies in the UK. The study of academic skills will be centred around the content of the Art and Design research, precedents, concepts, techniques and practices.
Students’ progress and development are evidenced through a range of embedded elements within all projects and modules, which include written assignments, reflective and academic writing, and visual and verbal presentations. This enables students to evidence the 4 key components of reading, writing, listening and speaking integral to language-based assessment of IELTS equivalency.  
Studio-Based Learning: The 3 studio-based modules encourage students to learn through doing, applying action learning in creative practice. Experimenting with technical skills, computer designer skills, making models, and producing artifacts will be critical for students’ learning journey which is grounded in research and critical reflection too. All projects incorporate a series of specialist-based workshops, with incremental knowledge-based levels aligned with the stage development nature of the course. 
Study Visits: educational visits are integrated into some projects, these include visits to local galleries and museums, and the costs are already built into the tuition fee. It is important to develop the tacit knowledge and action learning practice for creative discipline students. 
Visual Reflective Journal: This has been developed as an integral learning tool, enabling students to track, develop and analyse their learning journal through both visual and written outcomes and responses. This is a key element of recording, developing, and reflecting upon the acquisition of core practice-based skills key to BA-level study for the creative industries. This forms part of the assessment for the models: Integrating Language and Academic Skills with Creative Practice and Investigating Specialist Practice. 
Monthly Guest Lecture and Industrial Talk: Central to intellectual development, social responsibility and employability, monthly guest lectures and industrial talks form a critical element of the curriculum. Students’ creative practice should be guided by industrial needs and driven by personal but also real problems in society. This helps raise the awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as well as the future skills that KU prepares its graduates for. 
KSA Canvas and online resources: are integral to the delivery teaching and learning strategy of the course. This will support students to gain a good understanding of online resources available to them during their Foundation course in China as well as UG studies at KSA later on. All projects and related materials are posted in advance of delivery, allowing students to prepare and familiarise themselves prior to delivery, essential for students whose first language is not English. Students will also engage with KSA Canvas through the use of the course blog, Turnitin assignments, and peer assessment.
The delivery of each stage will be by means of lectures, seminars, briefings, demonstrations, workshops, group critique, individual tutorials, online or in-person tutorials, study visits, peer learning and guided independent learning and study skills.
Assessment Strategy (of the course)
The course is a level 3 programme delivered in line with KU’s Common Credit Framework. All units are pass level only requiring a minimum of 40% achievement. Students will receive indicative grades across the full range of grade descriptors on completion of the Module. This enables students to effectively track their academic progress throughout their course.
Students who fail to achieve 40% will be given a referral period and project in order to retrieve the module. The referral task will be set either immediately after each module or at the end of the academic year in compliance with the KU academic requirements. 
The assessment format is outlined in each module and mapped against the Learning Outcomes. You will have both formative and summative assessments.  
Formative assessment is intended to help students to learn (assessment for learning) and provides opportunities for students to identify their strengths and weaknesses and focus on areas they need to work on and improve. Summative assessment is intended to identify what has been learned (assessment of learning) and therefore assessed marks count towards the final grade awarded. 
The assessment criteria are clearly described in every written brief and also found on Canvas. The assessment criteria are generally additionally communicated verbally at each project briefing. 
Students will be provided with formative assessment opportunities throughout the course to practise and develop their proficiency in the range of assessment methods utilised. 


F. Support for Students and their Learning

Throughout their course of study, each student will have access to a variety of sources of support depending on individual circumstances and needs. 
Apart from the wide support framework and staff that PYSS students will be able to access, encompassing 
· Principle of PYSS
· Director of Programme/Academic Director 
· Course Leaders, 
· Module Leaders,
· Personal Tutors,
· Technicians
· Course Administrator 
All students will have at their disposal a variety of other academic and professional support systems which reflect the nature of the course. Similarly, the pedagogic model will be highly personalised, drawing in academically and commercially skilled individuals to support students through the application of theory to practice with high levels of 1-2-1 support.  
In addition, all students from PYSS will also have access to My Kingston (Sharepoint) which allows students to access the relevant regulations and policies as well as the teaching materials. As students will learn in the medium of English, we would offer additional English language sessions for students who can benefit from it. 
Students’ Voice and Representation will also be integral to the success of students and the programme. Students’ feedback would be communicated through Student Representatives, Course Board, Module Feedback form, Open Forum and others. This feedback must be used to improve the student experience as an ongoing process. 
The following support services are available for students at PYSS:
· Studying at Kingston University in the UK 
· Student Finance and Career Counselling  
· Additional English Language and study skills support 
· Disability and Mental Health Advice 
· Accommodation Support 
· UK visa and studying in the UK 
· Peer or Staff Mentoring
Student advice, help and support are further detailed in the Student Handbook.


G. Ensuring and Enhancing the Quality of the Course

The University has several methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of its provision. These include:
· International examiners
· Annual Monitoring and Enhancement
· Continuous Monitoring of courses through the Kingston Course Enhancement Programme (KCEP+)
· Student evaluation including Module Evaluation Questionnaires (MEQs)  
· Moderation policies
· Feedback from the L4 Programme Leaders on the progressed students 


H. External Reference Points

External reference points which have informed the design of the course. These could include:
· PSRB standards
· QAA Subject benchmarks


I. Development of Course Learning Outcomes in Modules

This table maps where programme learning outcomes are summatively assessed across the core modules for this course. It provides an aid to academic staff in understanding how individual modules contribute to the course aims, a means to help students monitor their own learning, personal and professional development as the course progresses and a checklist for quality assurance purposes.

	Module Code
	Level 3

	
	DS3001
	DS3002
	DS3003
	DS3004

	Knowledge & Understanding
	A1
	S
	
	
	S

	
	A2
	S
	S
	
	

	
	A3
	
	S
	
	

	
	A4
	
	
	S
	S

	Intellectual Skills
	B1
	
	S
	
	

	
	B2
	
	
	S
	

	
	B3
	
	S
	S
	

	
	B4
	
	
	
	S

	Practical Skills
	C1
	S
	
	
	

	
	C2
	S
	
	
	

	
	C3
	
	
	S
	

	
	C4
	
	
	
	S




Students will be provided with formative assessment opportunities throughout the course to practise and develop their proficiency in the range of assessment methods utilised.
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Level 3 (all core)

Core modules Credit Level Teaching Block
Value

Introduction to Art, Design and Media | 30 Level 3 TB1

Sep-Nov
Investigating Specialist Practice 30 Level3 | 182

Dec -Mar
Final Major Project 30 Level3 [ TB2

Mar-May
Integrating Language and Academic | 30 Level3 | TY13
Skills with Creative Practice Sep-May





