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Section B – Features of the Field

	Title of Field:
	The field is available in the following form: MA in Human Rights and Genocide Studies

	Mode of Study:
	Full-time 


There has in recent years been a growing academic and practical interest in human rights and in the related but separate issue of genocide, with an increasing concern with how genocide might be prevented. While Universities in the United States have mounted courses that reflect these concerns, Universities in Europe have been slower to develop a curriculum in this area. This course draws on the expertise of a number of European universities with staff interested in human rights and genocide, and how to prevent or halt human rights violations and genocide itself. Given the complexity of the issues at hand, a genuinely international approach is required; no single University can easily provide all the necessary scholarly expertise and educational resources required for this effort. 

The participating Universities have been collaborating for some time in the area of human rights and genocide studies. They have co-organised a number of projects: such as the Jean Monnet–funded conference on “Teaching and Researching Mass Murder” (June 2006) and the seminar series on “Human Rights Issues in Contemporary Europe”,(November 2005-August 2006); mounted two workshops on Genocide Prevention (one in Siena in June 2005, the other at Kingston in April 2006); and engaged in teaching exchanges through the Socrates programme. 

The participating Universities have shared interests and concerns which are articulated both within current research, and in a set of innovative, cognate and in many ways complementary courses. 
· The Helen Bamber Research Centre for the Study of Rights, Conflict and Mass Violence at Kingston (partner 1) houses three postgraduate courses - on Human Rights, on International Conflict, and on International Relations. 
· Five public law chairs at the European University Viadrina in Frankfurt (Oder) (partner 2) are extensively involved in research into human rights issues and the University has recently developed a Master’s programme in International Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law, having run an annual summer course on The European System of Human Rights Protection since 1999. 
· The University of Siena (partner 3) has offered for a number of years a Masters in Human Rights and Humanitarian Action and has run a series of international conferences, seminars and workshops on these issues. 
· Collegium Civitas in Poland (partner 4) has a solid expertise in International Relations and has been recently very active in developing teaching and research related to Human Rights within this area (including courses in English), drawing on the expertise of both researchers and distinguished practitioners. 
In addition to these core partners, there is also an associated University, which has been involved in the development of the curriculum from the outset and can offer students an opportunity for research and work experience in the third semester. This is Uppsala University, Sweden, whose Programme for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, since its establishment in 1998, has established itself as a prominent institution of research and pedagogy in the two fields. 
The development of the programme has also been assisted by collaboration with the editors of the new On-Line Encyclopaedia of Mass Violence, based in Paris at the Centre d’Études et Recherches Internationales. 
The work of these partners and networks have provided the basis for the development of a coherent programme of study which will offer students a curriculum which is innovative, progressive and internationally focussed. It is on the one hand a fully European project, offering a genuinely joint degree in line with the Bologna process and which will give students a rich educational experience as they study in at least two Universities in different settings across the continent.  It is on the other hand a programme which combines a concern for human rights and genocide, when the latter issue has so often been sidelined and marginalised, despite its disturbing prevalence and profound impact.

The programme has been designed to meet both the particular educational needs of the growing number of students interested in research into human rights and genocide and, more broadly, their intellectual and professional needs as citizens involved in human rights activism and advocacy. It will provide students with knowledge about how human rights and genocide have been conceptualised; where these ideas come from and how they have developed and changed; where human rights are recognised and where they are violated; how they are guaranteed and protected; how they are challenged and undermined; how and why genocide occurs; and how it might be prevented and halted. At the same time, it aims to provide students with practical professional skills needed to work in this field, to influence policy makers, and to build international communities and networks which can support human rights and help to prevent or halt genocide. 

The programme will be delivered in English. Residence and study in more than one country for at least one semester will, however, give students the opportunity to learn about different cultures and acquire some proficiency in another language.

Section C – Educational Aims of the Field 
The educational aims of the Masters are to:
· provide students with an in-depth knowledge of the history, status and scope of human rights as these have evolved over time and place

· provide students with an in-depth knowledge of conceptions of genocide and of the history of genocide in the modern world

· provide students with an in-depth knowledge of the shifting political contexts and legal frameworks in which human rights and commitments to halt or prevent genocide are located  

· enable students to reflect critically on the work of a range of organisations and to evaluate  their successes and failures in securing human rights and preventing or halting genocide
· provide students with the analytical skills required to achieve a critical awareness of competing explanations and approaches to issues in human rights and genocide
· provide students with a set of skills they will need to become effective advocates of human rights and campaigners against genocide in a variety of contexts

·  equip students with the knowledge and understanding necessary to make informed decisions about future careers in the field of human rights and genocide prevention
· enable students to engage in a range of research projects which may be of benefit not only to students themselves in deepening their understanding and pursuing specialised interests but also to a number of organisations in the field of human rights and genocide prevention
Section D – Learning Outcomes (Objectives) of the Field
1. Knowledge and Understanding

The course is designed for students to acquire an in-depth knowledge and understanding of human rights and genocide and in particular of:

· legal and institutional frameworks for the protection of human rights 

· the causes and dynamics of genocide

· cases of genocide and mass violence

· responses to mass atrocities — legal measures, peacekeeping and reconciliation

· humanitarian intervention and the  legal and institutional protection of citizens 
· the work of a range of relevant European organisations in the field
 2. Cognitive Skills

Students will acquire a set of cognitive skills, including the ability to 

· select from and evaluate different sources of information

· analyse and synthesise a range of arguments 

· evaluate  the successes and failures of organisations 

· engage in detailed research , using both primary and secondary sources

3. Practical Skills
Students will acquire a set of communication and organisational competencies, including the ability to:
· work effectively with a wide range of organisations in the field
· identify early warning signs of the possibility of genocide
· make an effective contribution to conflict resolution and processes of reconciliation
· communicate clearly and effectively in a variety of modes and situations
· engage in advanced level research on these issues
· make informed decisions about future careers in the field

Section E – Field Structure
STRUCTURE OF THE CURRICULUM
There are a set of taught modules, organised into streams, which are taken over the first two semesters. These are followed in the third semester by a dissertation and an internship which are undertaken simultaneously.

The streams, which cover the core areas of the curriculum (see Section D above), are as follows:  

  1
Human Rights Protection: Legal and Institutional Frameworks

  2
Case Studies in Genocide and Mass Violence

  3
Research Methods

  4
Responses to Mass Atrocities: Legal Measures, Peacekeeping and     Reconciliation

  5
Humanitarian Intervention: Legal and Institutional Protection

Students must take at least one module from each stream.

Where there is more than one module offered within a stream, students may choose. 

CREDITS 
Each taught module is worth 7.5 ECTS credits (15 UK credits).  All modules are at level 7, with the exception of HS3148 and HR3138 which are level 6.
The Internship and the Dissertation module are each worth 15 ECTS credits (30 UK credits)

A total of 90 ECTS credits (180 UK credits) is required for the award of the Master’s

Students who obtain 30 ECTS credits (60 UK credits) in their taught modules may be eligible for a Postgraduate Certificate from Kingston University

Students who obtain 60 ECTS credits (120 UK credits) in their taught modules may be eligible for a Postgraduate Diploma from Kingston University

LOCATION 

Students must study in at least 2 of the partner institutions, beginning in semester 1 at either Kingston or Viadrina. 

In semester 2 (depending on where they studied in semester 1), they must then study at either Kingston, Viadrina, Siena or Collegium. 

In semester 3, they can either stay where they studied in semester 2, or return to where they studied in semester 1, or go to any one of the participating Universities (which in semester 3 includes Uppsala which offers additional opportunities for an internships and dissertation supervision). 

So, for example, a student who studies at Kingston in semester 1, must study at Viadrina or Siena or Collegium in semester 2. They can then return to Kingston in semester 3 for their dissertation and internship, or they may stay where they studied in semester 2, or they may go to a third University in semester 3.

Programme and selection of modules

Semester One: September – January

· 30 ECTS credits to be completed at either Kingston or Viadrina (subject to the requirements specified on p.5).

Stream 1: Human Rights — Legal and Institutional Frameworks 
	Kingston
	Viadrina

	HRM 420 Frameworks and foundations of human rights
	GNM 420

Legal and institutional foundations

	HRM 421

Achieving human rights: theories/strategies for change
	GNM 421

Civil and political rights

	
	GNM 422

Prohibition of discrimination

	
	GNM 423

Economic, social and cultural rights


Stream 2: Case Studies in Genocide and Mass Violence 
	Kingston
	Viadrina

	HS 3148 (level 6)
Politics of mass murder
	GNM 424

The Jewish Holocaust and other Nazi-led killing programmes — a comparative study


Stream 3: Research Methods 
	Kingston
	Viadrina

	HPM 400

Research skills and methods in social sciences
	GNM 425

Methods of research and project work


Stream 4: Responses to Mass Atrocities — Legal Measures, Peacekeeping and Reconciliation 

	Kingston
	Viadrina

	ICM 420

Managing and resolving international conflict
	GNM 426

International law and practice on state-condoned mass murder since 1914

	
	GNM 427

Conflict prevention and management


Semester Two:  February – July 

· 30 ECTS credits to be completed at any one of Kingston, Viadrina, Siena or Collegium (subject to the requirements specified on p.5).

Stream 1: Human Rights — Legal and Institutional Frameworks (continued) 
	Kingston
	Viadrina
	Siena
	Collegium

	HRM 422

Meaning and protection of human rights
	GNM 428

Rights of minorities and peoples
	GNM 440

The universality of human rights
	GNM 460

Human rights organisations

	HRM 423

Achieving human rights: case studies of change
	
	
	GNM 461

Legal problems of human rights 


Stream 2: Case Studies in Genocide and Mass Violence (continued)
	Kingston
	Viadrina
	Siena
	Collegium

	ICM 423
Case Studies in International Conflict
	GNM 429

Modern nationalism —The engine of mass murder?
	GNM 441

Crimes of war and genocide 
	GHM 462

Holocaust and genocide


Stream 4: Responses to Mass Atrocities — Legal Measures, Peacekeeping and Reconciliation (continued)
	Kingston
	Viadrina
	Siena
	Collegium

	GNM 408
The prevention of genocide 
	GNM 430

Individual criminal responsibility
	GNM 442

Peacekeeping and conflict resolution 
	GNM 463

Truth and reconciliation

	HR3168  - Forced Migration & Refugees in International Politics
	GNM 431 Criminal law and enforcement
	
	GNM 464

Holocaust memory  and impact


Stream 5: Humanitarian Intervention  — Legal and Institutional Protection

	Kingston
	Viadrina
	Siena
	Collegium

	HR 3138 (level 6)
Human rights and armed conflict
	GNM 432

Negotiating peace – Dealing with the Challenges of Peace Processes
	GNM 443

Humanitarian intervention and its context 
	GNM 465

International negotiation and the responsibility to protect

	
	GNM 433

Rights of refugees and migrants
	
	GNM 466

Techniques of negotiation


Semester Three: August – December

· 30 ECTS credits at any one of Kingston, Viadrina, Siena, Collegium, or Uppsala

· The internship and dissertation are compulsory for the Master’s programme and run alongside each other

Internship  (15 ECTS credits)
	GNM 401

An internship to be conducted an organisation approved by the Board of Study and supervised at Kingston, Viadrina, Siena, Collegium, or Uppsala

      


 Dissertation  (15 ECTS credits) 

	GNM 400

A dissertation to be prepared on an approved topic supervised at Kingston, Viadrina, Siena, Collegium, or Uppsala 


Section F – Field Reference Points

· The awards made to students who complete the field comply fully with the national Qualifications Framework and the recommendations of the Bologna process 

· The Conference of European Higher Education ministers held at Bergen in May 2005 explicitly urged the construction of such programmes as a significant part of the development of a European Higher Education Area by 2012.
· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education and with the relevant codes of practice in Poland, Italy and Germany
Section G – Teaching and Learning Strategies

The overall teaching and learning strategy aims to provide a coherent and integrated student experience, with a fruitful and stimulating mix of different learning opportunities. Modules across the participating institutions will be delivered by a mix of academics and practitioners, who will be combining teaching with their own work in the field, enabling them to bring their extensive experience into the classroom. This dual role and experience will enable students to make the critical connection between theory and practice, to identify core issues of principle and to focus on key strategic and operational concerns. The teaching and assessment strategies encompass a range of different methods, including: 

· Lectures

· Seminars

· Debates

· Workshops

· Case studies

· Presentations

· Practical tasks

· Internship

· Research preparation

Lectures will provide an overview of the relevant material, mapping out the terrain and identifying key issues and problems. They will draw on a range of academic disciplines, applying a variety of methodologies and perspectives to the consideration of problems.  These lectures will be supported by seminars, which will provide students with an opportunity to clarify issues, raise questions and engage in a critical dialogue with lecturers and peers. 

The status and scope of human rights and the issue of what genocide is or is not are of course often sharply contested. Students will be encouraged to engage in debates, to consider opposed arguments, and to learn how to respond to criticism from sometimes diametrically opposed perspectives. In order to do so, students will (amongst other things) need to synthesise information from a variety of sources, and to present arguments succinctly and persuasively in presentations, as well as in their formally assessed written work. Some of these skills will be developed and reinforced also through case studies and in workshops where students will focus on recent and breaking issues in the field, on evaluating strategies and tactics and measuring their impact. 

Practical tasks will feature in both some of the class work and, especially, in the internship, which will also involve sustained critical reflection on the experience of an internship in a human rights organisation, in the form of a summative report. 

There is a strong emphasis on independent learning, not only in terms of expectations about the amount and kind of learning that needs to take place outside the classroom, but also in terms of research. Students will learn advanced research skills and methods, with the research methods module in particular being used to help them develop clear, viable and coherent projects for their dissertations. 

Students and staff across all the participating institutions will have access to Kingston’s Blackboard virtual learning environment. All the modules in the programme will have an on-line presence, enabling students to access essential information about their modules  and learning materials. Among the on-line materials used for teaching will be the On-Line Encyclopaedia for Mass Violence (http://www.massviolence.org/) with whose development this programme has been involved since its inception.
Section H – Assessment Strategies 

A variety of strategies will be used in this programme to assess learning outcomes in the different modules. These involve:

· Essays

· Examinations (including on-line tests)

· Briefings 

· Oral, written and moot court presentations

· Project reports

· Internship evaluations

· Research proposals

· Dissertations

Students will be expected to produce a number of traditional academic essays in both examination and non-invigilated conditions. They will also be required to produce written work which will derive directly from or be related to class work of various kinds. There will for instance be cases where students will make presentations to their cohort, requiring them to synthesise information and present arguments cogently and succinctly within an allotted timeframe. Elsewhere they will use contributions to discussions and debates as the basis for written submissions, in which they can develop and polish their arguments in the light of oral feedback from both peers and tutors. 

Alongside such presentations, students will also be required to produce briefings and reports, developing their ability to analyse information from a variety of sources, and to provide clear and persuasive recommendations. There will also be more focussed practical tasks, some of which will be individual whilst others will require them to work effectively in groups.  Some of this work will also require them to evaluate the contributions of their peers informally and formally.

Two major elements of the master’s programme are the internship and the dissertation. The internship evaluation will follow the completion of a placement which students will organise (with advice and assistance) for themselves in one of the 6 countries in which the participating institutions are located (although it may be possible in individual cases for students to be authorised to go further afield). Each institution will provide an initial list of organisations from which students may make an initial selection. Students will prepare for their dissertation from an early stage with the research methods module in semester 1 during which they will generate a proposal, which will be assessed for its feasibility, coherence and proposed sources, primary and secondary. The dissertation itself will demonstrate their ability to produce a sustained piece of writing, handling empirical material from a variety of sources within a sophisticated conceptual and theoretical framework.

Section I – Entry Qualifications

Admissions requirements

In order to be admitted to the Master’s programme, applicants must provide proof of the following: 
· Successful completion of a degree with the relevant number of ECTS credits ((180 or 240) awarded by a European University (or the equivalent in the case of applicants from outside the EU) in a programme of study in an area appropriate to the content of the Master’s (normally a good second class honours first degree or its equivalent). 

· In some cases, by agreement of all the partners, relevant non-certificated learning or an appropriate combination of certificated and non-certificated learning and relevant work experience may be admitted
· A high degree of motivation to participate in the programme, evidenced in the application statement and where appropriate in a formal interview 
· Two references from different institutions or enterprises 

· Where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning [IELTS requirement of 6.5] or equivalent must be demonstrated. 
All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfillment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

Admissions procedures

All applications should be made to the Graduate Office of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at Kingston University, where an admissions tutor appointed by the Board of Study will consider applications in consultation with local course tutors in each of the participating institutions. Where appropriate, applicants who fulfil, or are likely to fulfil, the admissions requirements will be invited for an interview at one of the partner Universities. The decision regarding offers of places will be made by the central admissions tutor and the local course tutors, who will receive administrative support from the relevant course administrator at Kingston University
Section J – Career Opportunities

A major emphasis of the programme is the connection between theory and practice, with both the internship and the dissertation in particular providing opportunities for students to relate their theoretical knowledge to the practical requirements of organisations in the field.  Graduates will be qualified to work for a number of organisations. Many organs and branches of the United Nations, the Council of Europe, the European Commission, other international and regional organisations, a number of international courts and tribunals (such as the International Court of Justice at the Hague) and similar bodies are employers of persons suitably skilled in this field. This is also true of the national and regional governments of a very large number of countries in relation to their management of foreign affairs or relations with international organisations. Countries with extensive foreign-aid programmes or which are (or might be) engaged in international peace-keeping activities have a particular need for staff or advisors specialised in dealing with human rights violations and genocide. Non-governmental organisations such as Action Aid, the Aegis Trust, Amnesty International, Crisis Action, Human Rights Watch, International Alert, the International Red Cross, Médécins Sans Frontieres, the Helsinki Foundation and many others are similarly potential employers and also wish to provide students from staff wishing to deepen their knowledge and upgrade their skills. Even large private commercial organisations engaged in international projects have an increasing need for information, advice and skills in the field in relation to these topics. Finally, the programme will provide the basis for a career in academic research or teaching so that, depending on other academic qualifications held, doctoral work could easily be envisaged in law, politics, history, sociology and other disciplines where human rights and genocide are studied.

Section K – Indicators of Quality

The programme was selected for development by the Socrates programme of the European Union

The teaching staff on this programme include many highly qualified human rights teachers and internationally recognised researchers on genocide and practitioners who have worked and/or continue to work in significant roles for a range of major organisations at national, European and international level.
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