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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution:



Kingston University

Programme Accredited by:


Not applicable
Final Award(s):
MA 

Intermediate Award(s): Postgraduate Diploma




  Postgraduate Certificate


Field Title:
MA History (Modern History)
MA History (Early Modern History)
MA History (International History)
MA History (Modern British History)
MA History (Local History)
MA History (European History)
FHEQ Level for the final award:
Masters
Credit rating by level:


Full Field: 180 Credits 




Major Field: 90 Credits




Half Field: 60 Credits






Minor Field: 30 Credits 









JACs code:

V100, V200


QAA Benchmark Statement(s): n/a
Minimum/Maximum Period of Registration:

One year full time minimum/two years maximum

Two years part time minimum/four years maximum

Faculty Arts and Social Sciences

School Social Sciences



Location: Penrhyn Road


Date Specification Produced: November 2007

 

Date Specification Last Revised: May 2008


B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title:


The field is available in the following forms:

MA History (Modern)



MA History (Early Modern)


MA History (International)


MA History (Modern British)


MA History (European)


MA History (Local)

The proposed programme consists of six MA courses based around a common core of modules.

Each named course is also able to contribute as a major field, half field or minor field that may be studied in combination with other fields within the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.
2.
Modes of Delivery


The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time

· Part-time

3.
Features of the Field

The courses will be taught by a highly research active history team at Kingston. The MA History will make it possible for students to benefit from this high level of research expertise in the History Field, and for students to receive dedicated research training in their chosen focus area under the supervision of experts. The history field at Kingston has already proved successful in attracting postgraduate students at Master’s and doctoral level. 

The provision of the MA History offers a dedicated route for students to carry their historical studies to an advanced level in a chosen area of specialisation.  At the same time, it provides a route for students (including Kingston history undergraduates) to progress from undergraduate towards doctoral study. Thus the MA History is partly designed to generate more doctoral students. Those students on the course will partake in the research culture of the subject area. The establishment of an MA History will bring together a cohort of students, who will share a common core of modules, before specialising in their chosen areas. This culture will be reinforced by making workshops and a history postgraduate symposium integral parts of the MA. All the historians are located at the Penrhyn Road site, and all teaching will take place there, which will help to foster a sense of community amongst the students.
Students on the MA History will benefit enormously from the opportunity to study at a university close to the historical resources of the capital, and in particular the National Archives.  This will constitute a unique selling point, particularly for international students.  These institutions are factored into the course in the form of visits to archives and the participation of professionals within the world of archiving and historical research. 

The course will provide professional training for historians, and students will be helped to find employment in their chosen field. The ‘digital historian’ module provides practical skills training for working with online resources. The ‘history worklink’ module enables some students to gain valuable experience working with museums and archives in the London area. There is also great emphasis on our provision of invaluable transferable skills, reflected in the training given in researching, writing and delivering a paper, and in public speaking. Students will have the opportunity to put these skills into practice in the postgraduate symposium.
The History MA also builds on the recognised strengths of our existing programme at undergraduate level. Indeed, students taking the MA programme will have the opportunity of taking a number of specialist optional modules from level 6.  These may be taken either in order to support the diversity of the historical experience or to support the greater specialisation and focus of the MA programme.  

The MA History has been deliberately designed to cater for a range of students, with varying academic and professional backgrounds. The programme has been developed to enhance and diversify their knowledge, as well as provide thorough training in research methods.  Students may include those who have an undergraduate degree in another discipline or those who wish to pursue a career change. The course is designed to appeal to overseas students wishing to come to the United Kingdom to further their historical knowledge in the cultural context of its capital city. We also anticipate that there are a significant number of local mature students whose interest in history may have been stimulated by the current plethora of popular history on television and in history books for the wider public. They may wish to deepen their knowledge of history and gain the research skills needed for them to study history at a more profound level. Importantly, members of staff are experienced at managing the learning needs of those unfamiliar with the discipline of history. In addition, the University provides a full range of academic skills support for students who might need further assistance making the transition.

Each of the six courses offers students a coherent programme of compulsory and optional modules, providing an enjoyable course of study that will prove stimulating and interesting, will throw light on how history has shaped our society, our politics, our culture and ourselves, and will improve employment prospects after graduation. There are a number of recognised career paths for students graduating with an MA in History. These include: publishing, librarianship, journalism, politics, archive and research work, and any field in which research, analysis and written and spoken skills are important; as well as the pursuit of an academic career. Many teachers of history at secondary school level also find it helpful to undertake study at Masters level.
C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The educational aims of the MA History are to:

· Develop and enhance an in-depth theoretical and analytical knowledge of the discipline of history and its core theories with particular emphasis on the student’s chosen specialism.

· Provide students from a range of backgrounds with an informed and critical awareness of historiographical debates and their application to specific topics within their chosen courses.
· Develop and enhance the skills that will be needed for students to become effective historians, including written, oral and organisational skills.

· Enable students to become familiar with sources of historical information and data used in advanced study.
· Enable students to put these sources to effective use in conducting independent research, which they will use to conduct a substantial programme of research and writing on their chosen specialism.

· Provide students with opportunities to develop their written and oral communication skills to a professional level.

· Develop problem-solving skills of an advanced standard.

· Develop to a professional level critical awareness in using data and in applying historical analysis.
D. LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

For each of the six MA courses the learning outcomes regarding knowledge and understanding are discussed separately. The cognitive skills, practical skills, and key skills, however, are not course-specific and, therefore, are discussed in a generic way.

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

a) MA History (Modern)

The course-specific learning outcomes regarding knowledge and understanding for the MA course in History (Modern) are as follows:

On completion of a minor route within their course, students will:

· Be able to demonstrate in depth knowledge and understanding of key issues in history that have shaped the modern world.
· Have developed research (including computer-based and archival) skills necessary to carry out investigation into a historical topic.
On completion of a half field route within the course, students will additionally have:

· A broad knowledge of modern history.
· An advanced understanding of historiographical approaches to the study of modern history.
On completion of a major route within the course, students will additionally have:

· Specialised knowledge of a specific area of research within modern history.

· Familiarity with the relevant secondary and primary literature within a specific area of research within modern history.

· Experience in identifying and generating a viable research topic within modern history.

· Experience in conducting independent research within a viable topic in modern history, and seeing this through to completion in the form of a piece of extended in-depth writing.

On completion of the course as a full field, students will additionally have

· Advanced knowledge of a considerable range of historiographical skills, giving them breadth as well as depth of knowledge and understanding in modern history.
b) MA History (Early Modern)
The course-specific learning outcomes regarding knowledge and understanding for the MA course in History (Early Modern) are as follows:

On completion of a minor route within their course, students will:

· Be able to demonstrate in depth knowledge and understanding of key issues in history that shaped the early modern world.
· Have developed research (including computer-based and archival) skills necessary to carry out investigation into a historical topic.
On completion of a half field route within the course, students will additionally have:

· A broad knowledge of early modern history.
· An advanced understanding of historiographical approaches to the study of early modern history.
On completion of a major route within the course, students will additionally have:

· Specialised knowledge of a specific area of research within early modern history.

· Familiarity with the relevant secondary and primary literature within a specific area of research within early modern history.

· Experience in identifying and generating a viable research topic within early modern history.

· Experience in conducting independent research within a viable topic in early modern history, and seeing this through to completion in the form of a piece of extended in-depth writing.

On completion of the course as a full field, students will additionally have:

· An advanced knowledge of a considerable range of historiographical skills, giving them breadth as well as depth of knowledge and understanding in early modern history.

c) MA History (International)
The course-specific learning outcomes regarding knowledge and understanding for the MA course in History (International) are as follows:

On completion of a minor route within their course, students will:

· Be able to demonstrate in depth knowledge and understanding of key issues in history that have shaped international relations.
· Have developed research (including computer-based and archival) skills necessary to carry out investigation into a historical topic.
On completion of a half field route within the course, students will additionally have:

· A broad knowledge of international history.
· An advanced understanding of historiographical approaches to the study of international history.
On completion of a major route within the course, students will additionally have:

· Specialised knowledge of a specific area of research within international history.

· Familiarity with the relevant secondary and primary literature within a specific area of research within international history.

· Experience in identifying and generating a viable research topic within international history.

· Experience in conducting independent research within a viable topic in international history, and seeing this through to completion in the form of a piece of extended in-depth writing.

On completion of the course as a full field, students will additionally have:

· An advanced knowledge of a considerable range of historiographical skills, giving them breadth as well as depth of knowledge and understanding in international history.
c) MA History (Modern British)
The course- specific learning outcomes regarding knowledge and understanding for the MA course in History (Modern British) are as follows:

On completion of a minor route within their course, students will:

· Be able to demonstrate in depth knowledge and understanding of key issues in history that shaped the history of modern Britain.
· Have developed research (including computer-based and archival) skills necessary to carry out investigation into a historical topic.
On completion of a half field route within the course, students will additionally have:

· A broad knowledge of modern British history.
· An advanced understanding of historiographical approaches to the study of modern British history.
On completion of a major route within the course, students will additionally have:

· Specialised knowledge of a specific area of research within modern British history.

· Familiarity with the relevant secondary and primary literature within a specific area of research within modern British history.

· Experience in identifying and generating a viable research topic within modern British history.

· Experience in conducting independent research within a viable topic in modern British history, and seeing this through to completion in the form of a piece of extended in-depth writing.

On completion of the course as a full field, students will additionally have:

· An advanced knowledge of a considerable range of historiographical skills, giving them breadth as well as depth of knowledge and understanding in modern British history.
c) MA History (European)
The course-specific learning outcomes regarding knowledge and understanding for the MA course in History (European) are as follows:

On completion of a minor route within their course, students will:

· Be able to demonstrate in depth knowledge and understanding of key issues in history that shaped the history of Europe.
· Have developed research (including computer-based and archival) skills necessary to carry out investigation into a historical topic.
On completion of a half field route within the course, students will additionally have:

· A broad knowledge of European history.
· An advanced understanding of historiographical approaches to the study of European history.
On completion of a major route within the course, students will additionally have:

· Specialised knowledge of a specific area of research within European history.

· Familiarity with the relevant secondary and primary literature within a specific area of research within European history.

· Experience in identifying and generating a viable research topic within European history.

· Experience in conducting independent research within a viable topic in European history, and seeing this through to completion in the form of a piece of extended in-depth writing.

On completion of the course as a full field, students will additionally have:

· An advanced knowledge of a considerable range of historiographical skills, giving them breadth as well as depth of knowledge and understanding in European history.
c) MA History (Local)
The course-specific learning outcomes regarding knowledge and understanding for the MA course in History (Local) are as follows:

On completion of a minor route within their course, students will:

· Be able to demonstrate in depth knowledge and understanding of key issues in history that shaped the history of Kingston and the surrounding areas.
· Have developed research (including computer-based and archival) skills necessary to carry out investigation into a historical topic.
On completion of a half field route within the course, students will additionally have:

· A broad knowledge of local history.
· An advanced understanding of historiographical approaches to the study of local history.
On completion of a major route within the course, students will additionally have:

· Specialised knowledge of a specific area of research within local history.

· Familiarity with the relevant secondary and primary literature within a specific area of research within local history.

· Experience in identifying and generating a viable research topic within local history.

· Experience in conducting independent research within a viable topic in local history, and seeing this through to completion in the form of a piece of extended in-depth writing.

On completion of the course as a full field, students will additionally have:

· An advanced knowledge of a considerable range of historiographical skills, giving them breadth as well as depth of knowledge and understanding in local history.
2. Cognitive (thinking) Skills

On completion of the Master’s programme at Kingston University (whether full, major, half or minor field) students will have developed their capacity to:

· Engage in rigorous and critical analysis of a range of complex issues

· Evaluate information from a range of sources

· Summarise, evaluate and present in oral and written form complex arguments from a variety of theoretical perspectives

· Think self-critically about their own work, priorities and ambitions

· Retrieve, synthesise, organise and present succinctly in oral and written form information from a variety of sources 
3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the Master’s programme at Kingston University (whether full, major, half or minor field) students will have acquired practical skills in:

· managing their own work effectively;

· improving their capacity for essay and report writing;

· improving their presentational skills;

· actively engaging with their peers in academic debate;

· improving their information search and retrieval skills;

· conducting research at an advanced level. 

4.
Key Skills

Students following the course other than as a full field will dilute the breadth and depth of skills acquired within this one of their two fields of study.

On completion of the full field students will have acquired the following transferable skills:

a.

Communication Skills

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to

· structure and communicate ideas and arguments effectively in writing and orally;

· engage confidently in debate at an advanced academic level;

· contribute effectively to group discussion;

· autonomously and effectively select, manipulate and exhibit data to enhance and advance arguments.

b.

Numeracy

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to

· select, retrieve, manipulate and display data;

· use and interpret digital historical databases.

c.

Information and Communication Technology
On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to

· effectively and precisely retrieve appropriate data from online sources;

· confidently use relevant software for data analysis and presentation;

· exercise initiative in their use of appropriate software for learning and for 

presenting historical analysis.

d.
Teamwork

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to

· communicate effectively within a group;

· show leadership where appropriate;

· self-direct within a supervised project.

e.

Independent Learning

On completion of the course students will have acquired and developed skills to

· reflect logically and effectively on academic work;

· monitor and review their own progress in relation to the required standard;

· devise and undertake significant independent research in a specialised historical topic.

E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

The proposed courses offer a solid foundation consisting of a generic set of core modules, taken by all students. This core provision covers approaches to history, research skills, and digitalised resources for history. This structure, with a common core of modules within history, enables students with different specialist interests to come together and learn from each other by taking some classes in common. Each course then offers students the chance to develop their chosen focus within their named course – Modern History, Early Modern History, Modern British History, European History, International History and Local History – by selecting modules specifically related to specialisations within the subject area of their chosen course. Finally, students are able to work individually and at an advanced level with a specialist member of staff to deepen and broaden their knowledge within the subject area of their course. They do so by choosing different topics particular to their course-specific specialisation modules for essay writing, a literature review and, eventually, their dissertation. The History MA courses are so designed that students can select portions of a course to be a major field, half field, or minor field in their programme of studies, combining the History field component with another field taught within the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.

This course is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework. Courses in the PCF are made up of modules which are designated at level M. (A number of Level 6 credit modules may contribute to a postgraduate course up to a total of 25% of modules taken or 30 credits in total.) Single modules in the framework are valued at 15 credits and the course may contain a number of multiple modules. The minimum requirement for a Masters degree is 180 credits. In some instances the Certificate or Diploma may be the final award and Certificates and Diplomas may be offered to students who only complete specified parts of a Masters degree. The awards available are detailed in section A and the requirements are outlined below. All students will be provided with the PCF regulations.
Course Structure Summary

	Normal duration of programme
	One academic year full time

	
	Two academic years part time

	Structure of academic year
	Two 12-week semesters of teaching

Summer session - ongoing dissertation preparation

	Modules included at each level
	See below

	Credit Value

	See below

	Major Progression points
	N/A


Points at which students are eligible for awards

	Masters Degree FT 180 Credits
	Successful completion of all modules in one year

	Masters Degree PT 180 Credits
	Successful completion of all modules in two years


Full Field Students

Semester 1

	Module:
	Teaching and Learning Method
	Credit:

	Level 6 module/History Worklink*
	Choice of Worklink or any taught L6 module, from the following indicative list:

The Politics of Mass Murder; Britain’s Role in the World; The American Revolution; Patterns of Irish Nationalism in the Twentieth Century; The French Revolution; British Society since the 1960s;

Gender and Power: Britain and France, 1500-1800; The End of Empire in Africa
	15

	Great Historical Debates
	General taught by the history team, followed by assessment element relating to area of designated Master’s
	15

	The Digital Historian 
	With general lectures; then taught either singly or in workshops for identifiable cohorts.  Shared by all History MAs
	15

	Social Science Research Module*
	Focusing on designated research topic
	15


Semester 2

	Module:
	
	Credit:

	Level 6 module/History Worklink*
	Choice of Worklink or any taught L6 module, from the following indicative list:

The Politics of Mass Murder;

Britain’s Role in the World; The American Revolution; Patterns of Irish Nationalism in the Twentieth Century; The French Revolution; British Society Since the 1960s; Gender and Power: Britain and France, 1500-1800; Themes in 20th Century USA History; 
	15

	Archives, Records and the Historian
	Students from all Master’s courses taught together.  Mini-conference for presentations. Assessment relating to student’s chosen MA course
	15

	Introduction to Your Historical Specialism
	Students taught by specialists in their chosen course, followed by assessment element relating to area of designated Master’s 
	15

	Literature Review
	With supervisor and independent learning.  Focusing on chosen MA subject
	15


	Module:
	
	Credit:

	Dissertation
	A sustained piece of independent research on an historical subject appropriate to the chosen MA course
	60


Constructing Courses in Combination with Other Fields of Study

	MODULE CODE
	MODULE TITLE


	CREDITS
	SEMESTER

	HSM 402
	 Great Historical Debates *


	15
	1

	 HSM 401
	The Digital Historian


	15
	1

	HPM 400
	Research Skills and Methods in Social Sciences
	15
	1



	
	Level 6 module/History Worklink***
	15
	1

	HSM 403
	Archives, Records and the Historian*
	15
	2

	HSM 404
	Introduction to Your Historical Specialism **
	15
	2



	
	Level 6 module/History Worklink

	15
	2

	HSM 405
	Literature Review***

	15
	2

	HSM 400
	Dissertation
	60
	


As the minor Field in an MA Course

Students should achieve 30 credits from within the course attributed to the minor field,for which they must take the designated core modules, which are indicated by *.
As a Half Field in an MA Course

Students should achieve 60 credits from within the course, for which they must take the two designated core modules, which are indicated by *. In addition they must take the module indicated by **. Any remaining credits must be made up from modules of the course.

As the Major Field in an MA Course

Students should achieve:

(1) 90 credits from within the course, for which they must take the two designated core modules, which are indicated by *. In addition they must take the module indicated by **. They must also take both modules indicated by *** Any remaining credits must be made up from modules of the course.

and

(2) pass the Dissertation module.

Course Schedule

Schedule for Full-time students

	Semester 1
	Semester 2
	Post-semesters period

	Great Historical Debates
	Introduction to Your Historical Specialism
	Dissertation

	The Digital Historian
	Archives, Records and the Historian
	

	Level 6/Worklink
	Level 6/Worklink
	

	Social Science Research Module
	Literature Review
	


Schedule for Part-time students in Full Field History MA
YEAR 1

Semester 1

HSM402, Great Historical Debates

HPM400, Research Skills and Methods in Social Sciences

Semester 2
HPM404, Introduction to your Historical Specialism

Level 6 Module/Worklink

YEAR 2

Semester 1

HSM401, The Digital Historian

Level 6/Worklink

Semester 2
HSM403, Archives, Records and the Historian

HSM405, Literature Review

Summer Session

Dissertation

Part-time students study a selection of modules from this schedule in each of two academic years. The programme of study for a part-time student must satisfy the following scheduling restrictions

· no modules are studied after the Dissertation;

· at least 1 course specific specialisation module is studied prior to the Literature Review.

F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

The course is compliant with Kingston University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.

The course is compliant with the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The course is compliant with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

There is no subject benchmarking at the postgraduate level. Level 6 modules are drawn from programmes compliant with the QAA Subject Benchmarking Statement for undergraduate courses in history.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Each Masters course will consist of taught modules over two semesters (full-time) or four semesters (part-time), plus a dissertation.

The course will begin with a semester devoted to providing students with grounding in research skills, historiography and ICT skills as applied to History. Students will additionally have the opportunity to further their knowledge of their chosen specialism and/or broaden their historical knowledge as well as gaining experience of the application of History in a vocational setting.

There will be extensive opportunities for collaborative work, for students to draw on each other's knowledge, understanding and skills. To this end, the programme will aim at establishing from the outset a strong cohort identity. There will be social events to bring students together and visits to archives. There will be opportunities to work together and learn from each other, in workshops, and particularly for the student symposium which is a feature of ‘Archives, Records and Historians’. The emphasis will be on offering an enjoyable and stimulating course.
The second part of the MA programme (semester 2 for full time students) will feature further opportunities for students to specialise in their chosen course area with an appropriate specialist. ‘Introduction to your Specialism’ will consist of case studies on the students’ course specialisms, taught either singly or in small groups (depending on student choices of courses). The case studies can be adapted to meet the needs and interests of the students taking the course. The ‘Literature Review’ will give students the chance to familiarise themselves with the relevant literature in their chosen area of study, and to map out the ground within which they will situate their dissertation topic. The ‘Literature Review’ will be taught by means of individual sessions with the prospective dissertation supervisor. The preparation for the dissertation, and the dissertation itself will be taught in one to one sessions with the designated supervisor..

Support in written and oral skills is offered both by the Academic Skills Centre and by English Language Support. The particular needs of international students are a particular concern of both these institutions. Further details of these facilities are included in the Resources document.

The University’s online provision for learning, Blackboard, offers a considerable number of learning resources for students. They will be opportunities for online interaction with staff and other students.

Teaching and Learning Strategies for Work-Based Learning

There will be opportunities for some students to undertake work-based learning opportunities, particularly through the Worklink module.

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

The assessment strategies used in this programme are mapped against the teaching and learning strategy. They are designed to assess the development of students’ knowledge and understanding and of their skills in a variety of ways, and also to offer a set of stimulating challenges, a number of which reflect demands likely to be imposed on them in the workplace as well as in research. Assessments will therefore involve both oral and written work. Students will be expected to produce a number of traditional academic essays in the course of the programme but also to produce written work of a more tailored and professional nature. Some of this will derive from or be related to class work of various kinds. Students will be expected to make oral presentations to their cohort and academic staff (in preparation for the student symposium). These will give students the opportunity to refine their oral and research skills in the light of oral feedback from both peers and tutors. There will be many opportunities for students to receive feedback from their tutors, both through formative assessments and the feedback provided, and through one-to-one sessions with the designated supervisor of the student’s specialist research area.

A major element of the master’s programme is the dissertation. Students will begin preparing for this from an early stage with the research methods modules in semester 1. The dissertation itself will demonstrate their ability to produce a sustained piece of writing, handling empirical material from a variety of sources within a sophisticated conceptual and theoretical framework.
I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

Admissions requirements

One or more of the following will normally be regarded as appropriate admission requirements for the course:

· Successful completion of a certified programme of study in an area appropriate to the content of the degree. This should normally be an Honours degree (2:2 or above) or its equivalent.

· Relevant non-certificated learning.

· An appropriate combination of certificated and non-certificated learning. (Where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning [IELTS requirement of 6.5] or equivalent must be demonstrated, as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations). All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfilment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The purpose of this programme is to provide a sound understanding of the theory and practice of history. The history courses provide appropriate research training for a wide range of careers. The study of history provides a well-recognised route into the careers of museum work, archival work, librarianship, politics, journalism, professional writing, and teaching at an advanced level.  For students who are already working in a relevant field, the aim is to give them the mixture of analytical insight and relevant skills that will enable them to enhance their existing career paths. For students wanting to go onto further study and research, the aim of the programme is to lay the foundations for the continuation of study on an academic career track in history and its related fields.
K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Members of staff contributing to the programme were subject to a QAA in History in 2003. This subject was rewarded an excellent rating. The History Research Centre obtained a 4 star rating in the last RAE.
L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

None.
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