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A.
NATURE OF THE AWARD

Awarding Institution:
Kingston University

Programme Accredited by:
N/A
Final Award(s):
MA in Film Studies
PgDip in Film Studies
PgCert in Film Studies
Intermediate Award(s): 
PgDip in Film Studies
PgCert in Film Studies  
Field Title: 


Film Studies  

FHEQ Level: 


Masters
Credit Rating by Level:
180 M level credits

JACS code: 


W600




Prospectus Link :  

http://www.kingston.ac.uk/postgraduate/index.htm
QAA Benchmark Statement(s): There is no benchmarking statement specific to Film Studies at postgraduate level.

Minimum Registration Period: 1 year full-time, 2 years full-time
Maximum Period of Registration: 2 years full-time, 4 years part-time
Date Specification Produced: 2000
Date Specification Revised: July 2009
 
Faculties: 
Jointly run by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences* and the Faculty of Art, Design & Music


Schools: 
Jointly run by the School of Performance and Screen Studies* and the School of Art & Design History


Locations: 


Penrhyn Road 


* Overall Responsibility for Management 

B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title: 
Film Studies  
The field is available in the following forms:

· PG Cert in Film Studies  
· PG Dip in Film Studies  
· MA in Film Studies  
2.
Modes of Study


The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:

· Full-time

· Part-time

3.
Features of the Field

The MA in Film Studies  is jointly run by the Faculties of Arts and Social Sciences and Art, Design & Music. This cross-faculty collaboration ensures that students enjoy all the resources that each Faculty provides, as well as the opportunity to engage with two vibrant academic communities. 

Building upon the specialist expertise and wide ranging experience of colleagues from within the Schools of Performance and Screen Studies, the Film MA is informed by staff research into a wide variety of areas, including gender and ethnicity, film narratology, digital media, political cinema, the grotesque, cinema audiences and film reception. 

The programme is concerned with all that is new, vital and innovative in contemporary cinema, together with its sources and interrelations. This discussion takes place in the light of developments in theoretical approaches, shifting cultural alliances and patterns of cross-fertilisations.

The MA focuses on current approaches to film studies and provides an in-depth study of selected areas of American, European and World cinema. 
The module   FMM421 Film Analysis and Theory is an introduction to the main areas of debate in the history of film criticism. Students develop their ability to relate critical concepts to an analysis of films both orally and in writing, and they are encouraged to work individually and in a team on collective research projects.
The module FMM 420 Film Research Methods creates a foundation for independent study at postgraduate level and provides students with a comprehensive knowledge of research approaches, methodologies, resources and support in direct relation to their own research work. 

FMM 410, the dissertation, is a project of sustained research and analysis which is intended as an opportunity for students to further explore and demonstrate their understanding of the issues which have been considered during the programme. 

In writing the 12000 – 15000 word dissertation, students demonstrate their ability to research in depth a topic of their choice, with a rigorous grasp of current theoretical and methodological debates relevant to the subject area, as well as an understanding of the historical and cultural context. For those interested in further research, this course provides an excellent foundation for M.Phil/Ph.D level study.

All full time students take  areas of specialist interest, subject to availability. The MA has six validated specialist modules at M level, with a focus on the three strands of American, European and World cinema. 

Two modules in the portfolio concentrate on contemporary American film:
FMM422 Europeanised American Film studies the influence of cultural diasporas upon American cinema and examines the complex and shifting interrelations between strands of American cinema (mainstream, underground/independent), European cinematic practice and European-based critical theory.

FMM425 New Hollywood: from the mainstream to the margins explores the status of independent film within a global entertainment industry and analyses films that question dominant American cultural values from a thematic, stylistic and/or formal perspective. 

The modules in the portfolio on European cinema take different angles: FMM424 Gender and Sexuality in European Cinema allows students to develop a critical awareness of theoretical approaches to gender and sexuality, with particular reference to notions of spectatorship and the body, and offers possible case studies in European art cinema and sexual difference, stars and the performance of gender, women’s cinema, gay and lesbian films, and queer cinema. 
The module entitled FMM427 Place and Identity in European cinema(s) reflects on post-colonialism, globalisation and the changing identity of Europe through the medium of film. Students develop a critical awareness of key concepts (e.g. exile, alterity and transnationality) and contrast the construction of place and identity in films from different European countries, within their particular historical and cultural context. 
As part of the strand entitled ‘The Home and the World’, students take the  module FMM423 British Cinema 1960-1990, and FMM426 Mapping World Cinema.The latter provides students with a politically and historically informed knowledge of selected aspects of World cinema, for example that of South Asia, East Asia, the Middle East and Latin America. Students analyse the concept of film as a vehicle for the shaping or negotiating of a national or regional consciousness and as a response to hegemonic strategies of narration and representation. 
This MA enables students to develop a critical understanding, appropriate to postgraduate level, of the importance of theory, method and analysis to the study of films from a wide range of contemporary sources. Students are encouraged to test out different approaches both in seminars and written work and have the opportunity to engage in a lively and critical debate with staff and their fellow students.

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME

The Aims of the course are

· To offer the study of film to graduates within a taught programme and to provide research experience to enable the student to continue with further postgraduate work at a higher level if they wish.

· To create a critical and lively postgraduate experience such that the student may use this experience in their profession.

· To provide a rigorous and critical theoretical framework through which the student may engage self-critically with their chosen field.

· To provide a thorough understanding of the ways in which film reflects, contributes to and grows out of its political, social and cultural contexts.

· To enable students to acquire the necessary analytical and critical skills for an in-depth knowledge and understanding of film.

The Postgraduate Certificate has in addition the following aims:

· To establish the foundations of research methods and an understanding of Film Theory and Analysis appropriate for postgraduate study, including diploma and MA levels.

The Postgraduate Diploma has in addition the following aims:

· To further develop research methods to enable the student to continue with postgraduate work.

The Masters Degree has in addition the following aim:

· Through the addition of the Dissertation to enable the student to develop the capacity for in-depth critical research and to write a sustained and coherent 12,000 – 15,000 word dissertation on a specific topic.

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE PROGRAMME

1. General Outcomes of the Programme:

· To develop a critical understanding appropriate to postgraduate study of the importance of theory, method and analysis to the study of film. 

· To encourage the testing out of different approaches to the study of film both in seminars and in written work. These include film analysis, cognitivism, structuralism and semiotics, marxism, feminism, deconstruction and postmodernism, gender and race.

· To develop the ability to analyse the interrelationship between practice and theory through the study of a particular period, topic or movement. 

· To develop the student’s ability to research, present and critically assess a topic both orally in seminar presentation and in written form in essays.

· To draw out the contemporary disputes and debates around the subject and the student’s own position in relation to such issues.

2.
Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the Certificate, students will have a knowledge and understanding of:

· the importance of theory, method and analysis to the study of film. The mandatory Film Theory and Analysis module provides the framework for this relationship;

· a specialised area of postgraduate research in American, European or World cinema;

· research methods that will create a foundation for independent study at postgraduate level. 

On completion of the Diploma, students will in addition have a knowledge and understanding of:

· two further areas of specialist research in American, European or World Cinema;

· current theoretical and methodological debates appropriate to the topics, together with the historical and cultural context;

· further research approaches, methodologies, resources and support to enable the student to continue with postgraduate work.

On completion of the Masters, students will in addition have a knowledge and understanding of:

· how to develop their ability to work independently and research in depth a topic of their choice for the dissertation;

· current theoretical and methodological debates appropriate to the selected dissertation topic, together with the historical and cultural context;

· how to produce a substantial piece of original and critical writing according to professional standards.

3.
Cognitive (thinking) Skills
On completion of the Certificate, students will have developed their capacity to:

· analyse and synthesise material both orally and in writing;

· research and present, both orally in seminars and in written form, some of the debates within film studies such that they could, if they wish, go on to further postgraduate work at Diploma or MA level.

On completion of the Diploma, students will in addition have developed their capacity to:

· research and comment critically on topics within film studies, including both orally and in written form, so that they are prepared, if they wish, to continue to MA level.

On completion of the Masters, students will in addition have developed their capacity to:

· carry out high level research in depth using both primary and/or secondary material

· have a rigorous grasp of the appropriate theoretical and methodological issues raised by the research

· write about their topic in its cultural and historical contexts with sophisticated understanding

· progress to higher research degrees including PhD

· devise ways in which their research may be developed professionally into the future, in terms of publications, teaching, employment, and scholarly participation in the widest sense

3.
Practical Skills

On completion of the Certificate students will have acquired skills in:

· Working independently and with their peers

· Time management

· The use of specialist film resources

· Effective oral and written presentation

· The use of ICT to support oral presentations and written work
· The selection and editing of film clips to illustrate oral presentations
On completion of the Diploma students will additionally have developed their capacity to:

· Make effective use of specialist internet resources and conduct archival research in film studies

On completion of the Masters students will additionally have developed their capacity to:

· Conduct independent research at an advanced level
· Present a sustained piece of original work according to appropriate professional standards
4.
Key Skills

a. Communication Skills:

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· engage in full professional and academic communication with peers

· present a sophisticated verbal analysis of a selected area of research
· demonstrate high level film analysis, in presentations and in written work

· contribute effectively to seminar presentations, discussion activities and group critique

· reflect on their own practice

· demonstrate an advanced understanding of current research methodologies and issues in film studies, and the ways in which these approaches relate to their individual research plans

b. Numeracy

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· evaluate numerical data with regard to film studies e.g. contemporary audience research
· apply appropriate criteria (in terms of selection, accuracy, precision and uncertainty) in using such statistics for research purposes
c. Information, Communication and Technology:

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· deal with basic ICT operations, including email and word-processing

· make use of Blackboard/StudySpace facilities

· use contemporary resources (such as digital archives) in film and media (both in Britain and internationally) to gather and disseminate research 
· exploit video, DVD and ICT resources to support oral and written presentations
d. Teamwork:

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· Engage with peers in seminar discussions and joint projects

· Collaborate in viewing, discussing and analysing film texts

· Manage and negotiate the roles and relationships within an academic grouping 

· Reflect on the practice of their peers

e. Independent Learning:

On completion of the field students will have acquired the skills to:

· set their own study targets in the context of the overall academic programme of the field

· construct, monitor and review their own programmes of reading, research and film‑viewing

· manage and organise their own learning by meeting the deadlines for presentations and written assignments

· engage in independent research for presentations and written work

· enhance their own personal development through the opportunities to specialise in certain areas of study or to investigate topics of personal interest in depth

· review their own progress in relation to future ambitions in terms of career or further academic involvements

E.
FIELD STRUCTURE

This programme is part of the University’s Postgraduate Credit Framework.  Fields in the PCF are made up of modules that are designated at level M.  All modules in the framework are valued at 15 credits.  
The minimum requirement for a Postgraduate Certificate is 60 credits, for a Postgraduate Diploma 120 credits and a Masters degree 180 credits.  In some instances the Certificate or Diploma may be the final award and Certificates and Diplomas may be offered to students who complete only specified parts of a Masters degree.   The awards available are detailed in section A and the requirements are outlined below.  All students are provided with the PCF regulations. 

The duration of the Film Studies Master’s degree programme is one-year full time and two years part time.  The year is divided into two discrete semesters of equal length (15 weeks, to include examination period).  The programme has been designed to offer coherence and flexible progression throughout the degree. There are no prerequisites to any of the taught modules. Therefore students may take any of these modules in any semester in which they are timetabled. However, students wishing to exit the programme at the Certificate level must have completed the core module FMM421 Film Analysis and Theory. In addition, all students will need to complete three further taught modules and the module FMM420 Film Research Methods  before proceeding to the Dissertation (FMM410). 

FIELD CONTENTS

List of Modules that can contribute to the field:

	Module Code
	Module Title
	Points
	Assessments

	FMM421

	Film Analysis and Theory
	15
	Presentation 40% 

Write Up 60% 

	FMM420
	Film Research Methods (yearlong module)
	15
	Citation Exercise 30%

Research Proposal 70%

	FMM422
	Europeanised American Cinema 
	 15
	Essay  100%

	FMM423 
	British Cinema 1960-1990
	 15
	Essay  100%

	FMM424
	Gender and Sexuality in European Cinema
	 15
	Essay  100%

	FMM425
	New Hollywood: from the mainstream to the margins
	15
	Presentation 40% 

Write Up 60% 

	FMM426
	Mapping World Cinema (yearlong module)
	15
	Essay one 60%

Essay two %

	FMM427
	Place and Identity in European Cinema(s)
	15
	Presentation 40% 

Write Up 60% 

	FMM 410

	Dissertation
	60
	Dissertation 100%


PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

Programme Structure Summary

	Duration of programme
	One academic year full time

Two academic years part time

	Structure of Academic Year
	Two fifteen-week semesters; one period of four months’ duration for completion of  FMM410

	Modules included at each level
	Any module may be completed in any semester throughout the degree (with the exception of the dissertation which is produced after the completion of four taught modules and the Research Methods programme)

	Status of each module
	All modules are core. 

	Credit Value
	All taught modules carry 15 credits

The Dissertation (FMM410) carries 60 credits


Fig 3: Points at which students are eligible for intermediate awards

	Post graduate Certificate – 60 credits
	On completion of FMM421 and 45 further credits.



	Post graduate Diploma – 120 credits
	On completion of FMM421, FMM420  and three further taught modules

	Masters Degree 180 credits
	On additional completion of the Dissertation FMM410 


F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

· While there is no benchmark statement relating specifically to Film Studies at postgraduate level, changes to the programme since the Validation have been informed by the undergraduate  benchmarking statement for Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies (which was published after the validation of the Film MA in 2000).
· The awards made to students who complete the field or are awarded intermediate qualifications comply fully with the national Qualifications Framework.

· All of the procedures associated with the field comply with the QAA Codes of Practice for Higher Education.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The teaching and learning strategy is predicated on the notion of several necessities: an understanding of the main currents in film criticism; the adoption of a critical standpoint in relation to the various approaches in film criticism; the successful application of one or more of the approaches to the analysis of film; the demonstration of the skills of analysis and synthesis both orally and in writing; and an advanced understanding of current research methodologies and issues in film studies, and the ways in which they relate to students’ individual research plans.

The taught modules consist of a mixture of film extract-illustrated lectures, full screenings, student-led seminars and workshops. 

Lectures outline course themes and key issues and provide a contextualising theoretical and historical framework for study. Seminars are based upon course themes or student-led discussions of screened films. Students are guided in both their general research and directed readings/viewings in preparation for the seminar discussions.

The module FMM420 Film Research Methods takes the form of workshops whose form adapts to the particular content of each session. Some sessions take the form of a short lecture or presentation followed by discussion; other sessions are based around student presentations of collaborative research investigations into the topics in question. Students are individually guided both in adapting the sessions’ content to their own dissertations and research strategies, and in seeking support and appropriate means of dissemination for their completed research or research-in-progress.

Independent learning skills are developed throughout the module by a combination of directed reading and viewings. Self-initiated research to supplement formal teaching is necessary to achieve the learning outcomes. Blackboard/StudySpace is used for the delivery of course notes and supplementary material.

In preparation for the dissertation, a document with detailed student guidelines is provided. Students have a group tutorial with the Course Director to discuss approaches to the dissertation and appropriate topics.  Thereafter  supervisors, appointed by the Course Director, see each student individually for at least three tutorials.

Throughout the degree, guidance is available for students through the provision of specific pre-set Office Hours, during which all members of the teaching staff are available for consultation with students, as well as through module-based tutorial time. 

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessments throughout the Film MA relate not only to the learning outcomes for individual modules, but also reflect those of the field as a whole.  
The strategy aims at providing the students with a balanced diet of, and  a wide range of assessment types:

Three modules, i.e. FMM421 Film Theory and Analysis, FMM 425 New Hollywood and FMM 427 Place and Identity are assessed by  seminar presentations that may be undertaken individually or in groups, followed by a write up which critically reflects on the concepts discussed in the presentation. 
Three modules, i.e. FMM422 Europeanised American Cinema, FMM 423 British Cinema and FMM424 Gender and Sexuality in European Cinema are assessed by an essay (3000 words). 

The two yearlong modules (alternating fortnightly) FMM 420 Film Research Methods and FMM426 Mapping World cinema, provide the students with two assessments, one at the end of each semester: 
FMM 420 assesses the students’ citation and referencing skills in semester one, and their ability to design a research proposal in semester two. The latter is closely connected to and prepares the students for their dissertation, to be written following the completion of their taught modules.
The two assessment in FMM 426 consist of two short essays (2000 and 1000 words respectively) the topics of which relate to the discreet subjects taught in each semester, e.g. Indian cinema in semester one followed by Japanese cinema in semester two.  

Students develop and refine skills of film analysis in written work, as well as presenting a sophisticated verbal analysis of individual films in relation to one or more of the key themes addressed on each module. Students are encouraged to choose and edit their own film extracts to illustrate points in seminar discussions and presentations. 

The assessments are designed to enable students to demonstrate an advanced understanding of current research methodologies and issues in film studies. Students are required to articulate and substantiate the aims and methods of their own research approaches before a peer-audience.

The assessments on the taught modules prepare students for the rigours of the dissertation. Students must demonstrate the ability to carry out high level research in depth using both primary and/or secondary material; have a rigorous grasp of the appropriate theoretical and methodological issues raised by the research; write about their topic in its cultural and historical contexts with sophisticated understanding; and present their dissertation in accordance with professional standards.

I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

Typical entry qualifications set for entrants to the field are:

· A good honours degree in a Humanities subject (Film, Media Studies, Languages, History, English, etc) or in the History of Art, in Fine Art or other studio-based subjects which include an art historical or contextual studies component, or another area appropriate to the content of the degree.

· Where a candidate’s first language is not English, advanced English language competence in the form of appropriate certificated learning (IELTS requirement of 6.5 in each tested category, or equivalent) must be demonstrated, as detailed in Kingston University’s Admissions Regulations.

· Consideration is also given to non-standard entrants with relevant work experience that demonstrates the necessary skills and intellectual achievement required to undertake the course.
· All certificated and non-certificated learning will require verification. In the case of certificated learning, this will require the presentation of relevant certificates and/or confirmation from the award-giving body. In the case of non-certificated learning, verification will be established in the course of the interview to which all applicants will be invited, or, where appropriate, through the submission of supporting documentation and evidence. Where the evidence of the fulfilment of the appropriate admission requirements is inconclusive, the applicant may be asked to complete a written exercise.

Admission with Advanced Standing

Students may be allowed to enter the course with Advanced Standing, subject to the following condition:

The maximum number of credit points awarded for admission with advanced standing will be 50% of the credit points required for the exit award, subject to the further requirement that no exemption will be given for the dissertation.

This means that accreditation of prior learning will be set at a maximum of the following credit for each of the exit awards:

MA


CATS 60

Postgrad. Diploma
CATS 60

Postgrad. Certificate
CATS 30

Consideration for Admission with Advanced Standing will be based on:

· successful completion of a relevant programme of certificated learning at M level

· relevant non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

· a combination of relevant certificated and non-certificated learning at an appropriate level

Selection criteria
The Course Director will normally consider all applications in the first instance. All applicants based in the UK who fulfil, or are likely to fulfil, the admissions requirements are invited for an interview with the Course Director or another senior member of the course teaching team. Overseas applicants are contacted by telephone or email. The decision regarding offers of places is made by the Course Director or senior member of the course teaching team. The Course Director receives administrative support from the Postgraduate Course Administrator.

Selection criteria reflect the overall commitment of the Faculty of Arts and Social Science and the Faculty of Art Design and Music at Kingston University to provide educational opportunities for those who have historically been denied access to higher education, for instance mature women students and students from diverse ethnic backgrounds. We would draw attention to the importance of levels of commitment and motivation in coming to judgments on whether prospective students are likely to benefit from, contribute to and successfully complete their studies. With these considerations in mind, the following guidelines will inform decisions in circumstances where the number of applicants meeting the admission requirements exceeds the number of places available on the course:

a) Applicants’ level of interest in and motivation to study the course. Evidence will be derived from application forms, samples of work and/or the interview.

b) The extent to which applicants, for reasons of employment and/or domestic commitments, are not in a position to pursue their studies at other HE institutions. Evidence will be derived from application forms, interviews and/or other relevant documentation.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The course equips students with the relevant knowledge and research skills for work within education, journalism, film archives, and other related areas. For those interested in further research, the Film MA provides an excellent foundation for postgraduate degrees at M.Phil or Ph.D level. 

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Module level are through:

- module evaluation questionnaires

- external examiners moderation and reports

- module logs.

Mechanisms for the assurance of quality at the Field level are through:

- annual course monitoring through subject/field logs

- faculty course review and quality assurance

- periodic field review.

Members of the field teaching team have been part of other Fields within the Faculty (such as Sociology, Politics and Languages) that have achieved high ratings from previous TQA visits.

Staff contributing to the programme are also members of the European Research Centre, which obtained a 4 star rating in the last RAE. In addition, the staff team includes a number of recognized leading experts in the Field. 

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF     
N/A
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