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B.
FEATURES OF THE FIELD

1.
Title

Graduate Diploma in Law

2.
Modes of Delivery

The field is offered in the following alternative patterns:
Full time

Part time

3.
Features of the Field

The Graduate Diploma in Law course is available to all non-law graduates of any discipline from UK and overseas universities who hold a qualification recognised by the Law Society of England and Wales or Bar Council. 

C.
EDUCATIONAL AIMS OF THE FIELD

The general aim of the programme is to provide non-law graduates or mature students who satisfy the Law Society admission requirements with an academically rigorous course, designed to assist them to prepare for entry onto the vocational stage of legal education and training (the Bar Vocational Course or the Legal Practice Course) and to acquire a sound foundation upon which to develop both legal knowledge and competencies required for their subsequent careers in legal practice.

More particularly, the programme is designed to enable students to:
· acquire a sound knowledge of those areas of law which are generally regarded as fundamental to any study of law

· acquire a knowledge of the legal system and process

· acquire a sound knowledge one other area of law

· acquire an appreciation of the relationship between national and community law 

· develop their research skills.

The programme will develop student competence by assisting them to:
· analyse and solve legal problems 

· develop in a legal context a range of skills which contribute to academic study, solving problems and communicating effectively

· transfer and apply knowledge and skills from one legal context to another

· develop a capacity for critical assessment of the law

· develop the ability to work with and recognise the potential of information technology in the context of law and legal study.

D.
LEARNING OUTCOMES (OBJECTIVES) OF THE FIELD

A student who successfully completes the Graduate Diploma in Law programme will have demonstrated achievement in the following areas as required by the JASB (Joint Academic Stage Board: this is the regulating body  for the education of members of  the two professional bodies of the legal profession, namely the Law Society of England and Wales for solicitors and the Bar Council for barristers. The Board grants the course its status as a route to the profession).

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

A student who successfully completes the Graduate Diploma in Law programme will have demonstrated:
· knowledge and understanding of the areas of law studied, of the legal process and of the inter-relationship between different areas of law in a national and European context.

2.
Cognitive (Thinking) skills

A student who successfully completes the Graduate Diploma in Law programme will have demonstrated achievement in the following areas: 
· analysis of legal information and its application to the solution of problems
· the ability to identify, find and use a range of sources of legal information, including information technology
· the assumption of responsibility for the continuing development of their own legal education and competence.

3.
Key Skills

Students who successfully complete the Graduate Diploma in Law programme will have had the opportunity develop skills already acquired in their undergraduate course, with an emphasis on using those skills in a legal career. The skills are:
· the ability to process large quantities of information rapidly and to apply that information to individual problems
· the ability to approach a problem logically, to analyse complex factual situations and evaluate a range of solutions
· the ability to listen effectively
· the ability to investigate and research from sources in a library and to extract essential information from those sources
· the ability to use language accurately and to communicate information efficiently and effectively, both orally and in writing
· the capacity to work co-operatively and constructively in a team as well as competitively
· the capacity to transfer and apply knowledge and skills learnt in one context to another
· a capacity for assessing their own and others' arguments
· the assumption of responsibility for their own independent learning
· the use of information technology.

E.
STRUCTURE OF THE FIELD 

The outcomes for the Graduate Diploma in Law are set at Level H3 (honours degree final year level) so as to meet the requirements of the QAA National Qualifications Framework and the criteria of the Joint Academic Stage Board (previously the Common Professional Examination Board). The students are graduates with degrees other than Law and are postgraduate in time if not in outcome. The programme is set within the Faculty’s Postgraduate programmes, with reporting and reference lines for quality assurance structures consistent with the University requirements.

The Field structure for the full and part time modes of delivery is outlined below:

Listing of modules contributing to the Graduate Diploma in Law field

	Foundations of Legal Knowledge (CPE Board’s nomenclature)
	Compulsory course modules (Kingston Law School Graduate Diploma)
	Module code
	Credit value

	Obligations I
	The Law of Contract
	LL3901
	20

	Obligations II
	The Law of Tort
	LL3909
	20

	Public Law, including Constitutional Law, Administrative Law and Human Rights
	Public Law
	LL3907
	20

	Law of the European Union
	EU Law
	LL3905
	20

	Property Law 
	Land Law
	LL3906
	20

	Equity and the Law of Trusts
	Equity & Trusts
	LL3904
	20

	Criminal Law 
	Criminal Law
	LL3902
	20

	Non-foundation subjects

	The English Legal System and its Processes
	English Legal System
	LL3903
	15

	Legal Research Skills
	Legal Skills
	
	

	Coverage of another area of Legal Study
	Research Project
	LL3908
	15

	Total
	170


20 credit modules are an approved deviation from the UMS/PCF.

F.
FIELD REFERENCE POINTS

These are set by the QAA for Higher Education and the Joint Academic Stage Board.

G.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The course develops the existing knowledge, understanding and cognitive skills of graduates by building upon these skills from their non-law disciplines and applying them to legal knowledge. This addressed by:

· the Studying Law at Kingston guide will provide general, non-subject specific advice
· subject handbooks will provide guidance to students as to scope, structure and content and will aid in the preparation for tutorials and independent study

· lectures will provide students with knowledge and understanding of the foundation subjects
· Legal Skills classes in particular will assist in developing the ability to identify, find and use legal sources
· tutorials will allow knowledge and understanding to be further developed and will provide opportunities for the analysis of legal information, its application to the solution of problems and the opportunity to communicate legal information orally
· independent reading and preparation for tutorials will enable students to assume some responsibility for their educational development
· individual supervision will enable students to prepare for their research project on the additional area of law and to enable them to assume responsibility for their educational development

The Key skills are addressed by:

· Legal Skills classes and generally through tutorials in the foundations modules

· students receiving initial guidance on how to identify, locate and use Learning Resource Centre materials, followed by a library exercise. Development of the skill is assisted by the inclusion of bibliographies and references in handbooks, through tutorial activities and from the process of preparing the project in another area of law
· advice and feedback in tutorials, from the Studying Law handbook and from feedback for written assessments and practice examinations

· tutorials, with tutors emphasising the need for both collective responsibility for productive tutorials and the importance for a lawyer to be able to advance an argument against other points of view while also reflecting on the merits of another's argument. The use of language is also developed in the Legal Skills module and evidenced in students’ assessed presentation

· students may take, as extra-curricular study, Client Interviewing or Negotiation to enhance their key skills
· the assumption of responsibility for independent learning is developed through tutorial and assessment preparation generally and the process of preparing the Research Project

· the use of IT is developed through the requirement that assessed work is word-processed, through the use of web-based references in handbooks, through access to, amongst others, Lawtel and Lexis and support from the Learning Resources Centre.

H.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment methods are chosen which both comply with the JASB (Joint Academic Standing Board) requirements and allow the student to demonstrate the ability to access information and articulate their knowledge, understanding and application of the principles of law.

Assessment methods which enable Learning Outcomes (Objectives) to be demonstrated:

· written examinations in each of the seven foundation subjects with both essay and problem questions will enable the demonstration of knowledge, understanding, analysis and application to be assessed

· course work and the Research Project will enable the demonstration of the ability to identify and use sources of legal information to be assessed. Course work is required to be word-processed and to have source material referenced in footnotes and a bibliography
· written examinations, course work and the Research Project will enable the ability to communicate in writing to be assessed
· the participation in Workshops and tutorials presentation will allow the ability to communicate orally to be evidenced
· the Legal Skills portfolio and the Research Project will allow the ability to assume educational self-responsibility to be assessed.

Methods which allow key skills to be assessed or evidenced:

· assessment criteria applied to the written examination, course work, the portfolio and the Research Project. take account of structure, writing ability and linguistic usage as well as knowledge, understanding, evaluation etc.
· the capacity to work co-operatively is evidenced from tutorial performance
· the use of IT is evidenced by word-processed essays, by the students' use of web-based materials in tutorials, written work and the research project, and by the use of e-mail communication with personal tutors et al.
The following table indicates the criteria applied when assessing all work on the Graduate Diploma in Law. It is available to the students in their Course Handbook.

Assessment criteria

	Mark % (Grade) 
	Performance Description
	Assessment Criteria

	85+ (A+)
	Work which fulfils all the criteria of the A grade but at an exceptional level.
	OUTSTANDING ANSWER

Shows excellent knowledge and understanding of relevant legal material together with a sound analysis of the material and arguments.
Makes excellent use of relevant authorities to support argument.

Makes fluent use of concise and appropriate written language.
Shows excellent ability to analyse and critically evaluate material, resolving conflicting ideas.  
Demonstrates excellent awareness of practical/contextual implications.

	75 - 84 (A)
	Work of distinguished quality which is based on a very extensive reading and which demonstrates an authoritative grasp of the concepts, methodology and content appropriate to the subject and to the assessment task.  There is clear evidence of originality of thought and the ability to synthesise complex material and to think analytically and critically.
	

	70 - 74 (A-)
	Work of distinguished quality which displays most, but not all the A grade attributes.
	

	67 - 69 (B+)
	Work which clearly demonstrates all the qualities of a B grade but which reveals greater insight and more originality.
	VERY GOOD ANSWER

Shows good knowledge and understanding of relevant legal material together with a good attempt to analyse the material and arguments.

Makes good use of relevant authorities to support argument.
Good use of appropriate written language.
Shows awareness of conflicting arguments and ideas and a sound attempt to address them.

	63 - 66 (B)
	Work which demonstrates a sound and above average level of understanding of the concepts, methodology and content appropriate to the subject and which draws on a wide range of referenced sources. There is clear evidence of critical judgement in selecting, ordering and analysing content. Demonstrates some ability to synthesise material and to construct responses which reveal insight and may offer some originality.
	

	60 - 62 

(B-)
	Work which contains most of the qualities of a B grade but where the critical judgement is less developed and there is less insight and originality.
	


	Mark % 
	Performance Description
	Assessment Criteria

	57 - 59 (C+)
	Work with the qualities of a C grade but containing a greater degree of critical analysis and original insight.
	SOUND AVERAGE ANSWER

Demonstrates knowledge of legal material, the majority of which is relevant.  

Uses authorities to support most arguments; most of these authorities are relevant.

Attempts to analyse some of the material and arguments.

Written language is mostly appropriate in form.

Shows some awareness of conflicting arguments and ideas and some attempt to address them.



	53 - 56 (C)
	Work derived from a good basis of reading and which demonstrates a grasp of relevant materials and key concepts and the ability to structure and organise arguments. The performance in assessment may be mundane or routine but the work will be accurate, clearly presented and written and will include some critical analysis and a modest degree of original insight. There will be no serious omissions or irrelevancies.
	

	50 - 52 (C-)
	Work which demonstrates many of the qualities of a C grade but which contains less critical analysis and little or no original insight.
	

	47 - 49 (D+)
	Work which is competent and well organised and which demonstrates a reasonable level of understanding, but which lacks sufficient analysis and interpretation to warrant a C grade.  The work will display some of the weaknesses of a D grade.


	SATISFACTORY ANSWER

Shows limited knowledge of legal material, only some of which is relevant. 

Makes only limited use of authorities to support argument; only some of these authorities are relevant; very little or no attempt made to analyse the arguments and materials.

Uses language which is acceptable but sometimes muddled; uses legal expressions without demonstrating understanding.

Demonstrates only a limited awareness of conflicting arguments and ideas; makes no real attempt to address them.

	43 -  46 (D)
	Work which covers the basic subject matter adequately and which is reasonably organised and presented but which is too descriptive and insufficiently analytical. There may be some evidence of limited understanding of key concepts and limitations in the ability to select relevant material so that the work may be flawed by some omissions or irrelevant material.
	

	40 - 42
	Work which meets the criteria for a D grade but where the organisation of the material and presentation shows some flaws.
	


	Mark % 
	Performance Description
	Assessment Criteria

	35 - 39 (F1)
	MARGINAL FAIL - work that marginally fails to meet the criteria for a D grade in at least one respect eg. weaknesses of organisation and presentation, evidence of lack of understanding of some key concepts, omission of important material or inclusion of irrelevant material.


	UNSATISFACTORY ANSWER

Superficial understanding of legal material with minimal reference to relevant authorities; inability to distinguish between relevant and irrelevant material.  

Unsatisfactory application of legal rules and no attempt to analyse material.  

Demonstrates no real understanding of conflicting arguments and ideas, and makes no attempt to address them.

Language on the whole reasonably acceptable, though muddled in parts.

VERY POOR ANSWER

Shows virtually no knowledge of relevant legal material.

Makes no use of relevant authorities to support argument.

Uses an unsatisfactory form of written language.

Demonstrates a complete lack of awareness of conflicting arguments and ideas; make no attempt to address them.

EXTREMELY POOR ANSWER

No knowledge or understanding of legal material.

No authorities used to support argument.

Written language so poor as to impede communication.

No awareness of conflicting arguments and ideas.

	25 - 34 (F2)
	CLEAR FAIL - work that fails in significant respects to meet the criteria for a D grade, often seriously flawed in one or more aspects of organisation and presentation, understanding of key concepts, inclusion of appropriate material or inclusion of irrelevant material, or flawed in several of these aspects.


	

	15 - 24 (F3)
	Work that only minimally meets some of the criteria required to achieve a D grade.


	

	1 - 14 (F4)
	Work that is seriously flawed in the criteria for a D grade and matches almost none of the required criteria.
	

	0 (F0)
	Non - submission
	


I.
ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

The minimum entry qualifications for the field are:

To be admitted to the course, a student must possess:

Either

· standard qualifications, which are defined by the Joint Academic Stage Board as one of the following:
· a degree from a UK University or
· a degree from a University in the Republic of Ireland 

Or

· non-standard qualifications, which are defined by the JASB as one of the following:

· a degree from an overseas University

· professional qualification of FILEX or MILEX
· a diploma in Magisterial Law
· a mature applicant of at least 25 years of age, accepted by the Law Society as having had considerable experience or shown exceptional ability in an academic, professional, business or administrative field
· such academic and vocational qualifications as the Society considers to be equivalent to a first degree

Applicants with non-standard qualifications are first required to obtain a Certificate of Academic Standing from the Law Society of England and Wales.  The Certificate is evidence that the qualifications that they hold meet the minimum requirements for entry onto the Graduate Diploma course.

In the case of an applicant with a degree from an overseas university, the application should be accompanied by either the originals or certified true copies of both the degree certificate(s) and transcripts of results.


Exemptions from Graduate Diploma Subjects
Exemptions from the seven Foundations of Legal Knowledge subjects and one other area of legal study may be granted where a student has passed corresponding law papers within a degree programme.

 Such exemptions will only be granted where the degree has been awarded. 

Where exemption is claimed for ‘the other area of legal study’, the applicant must have completed and passed a full law subject within the degree course.

Exemption will not be granted for fewer than four CPE subjects (including the Foundation subjects and the other area of legal study). A student who has passed up to three foundation papers only in degree studies cannot therefore apply for exemption from any Graduate Diploma subject but will be required to undertake the full course.

Application for a Certificate of Exemption from CPE for Degree Studies.

Applications for a Certificate of Exemption from the CPE for law papers studied within a degree programme should be:

· in writing, using the appropriate application form
· addressed to Legal Education and Training at the Law Society
· include an official transcript of the degree results
· include a certified true copy of the degree certificate.


Certificate of Completion of the Academic Stage
A person within Regulation 7(1) must apply to the Law Society for a certificate and lodge such evidence as the Society may require.

The Law Society will not grant a certificate on an application made later than seven years after the 1st October in the year in which the applicant obtained the degree or diploma, passed a Common Professional Examination, or satisfactorily completed an Integrated Course unless satisfied that:
· special reasons exist for granting the certificate
· the applicant has complied with such requirements as to courses of study, written tests or otherwise as the Law Society may have imposed as a condition of granting the certificate.

Subject to paragraph (2), if the Law Society is satisfied that an applicant holds an Exempting Law Degree, a qualifying Law degree, a Diploma in Law or has passed a Common Professional Examination, or satisfactorily completed an Integrated Course it must issue a certificate that the applicant has completed the academic stage of training.

A certificate remains in force for seven years after the 1st October in the year in which the applicant obtained the degree or diploma or passed a Common Professional Examination or satisfactorily completed an Integrated Course or for two years from the date of the certificate, whichever is the later.

J.
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Graduates typically continue to the Vocational Stage of training for admission as a solicitor or a barrister.  Students are also able to enhance their existing careers with the equivalent of an LLB. A wide range of careers with a legal basis are available to students, for example, as Company Secretaries, or within the insurance and financial sectors. We are currently negotiating with the Society of trust and Estate practitioners for exemption for students applying for their Diploma. 

K.
INDICATORS OF QUALITY

The continued approval of our course and practice from the External Examiners, together with the approval of the new course by the Joint Academic Stage Board (the awarding institution of the two professional bodies which govern the legal profession in England and Wales: the Law Society of England and Wales and the Bar Council) in June 2001assures us we are offering students an excellent example of best practice within the sector. 

L.
APPROVED VARIANTS FROM THE UMS/PCF

Field-specific regulations and variations from UMS:

UMS Section 3.2: Student mode of attendance, Variation – ‘no more than 135 credits’

For the Graduate Diploma in Law: 170 credits at the equivalent of Level 3 as required by the regulating body of the legal profession: the Joint Academic Stage Board.

UMS Section 5: Assessment regulations

These were articulated in Item 12 of the Definitive Document Programme Specification. They have been amended and approved by the Joint Academic Stage Board to the following:

Assessment

4.1
Assessment regulations 
The seven foundation modules will be assessed either by a combination of one piece of course work and one examination, or by examination only. Course work will not exceed 2500 words in length. Where the module is composed of coursework and examination, the examination will be 2.5 hours in duration. Where the module is assessed only by examination, the examination will be 3 hours in duration.

The English Legal System and Legal Skills module will be assessed by an essay not exceeding 1500 words and a portfolio.

The Research Project will be assessed by a piece of work of no more than 5000 words.

The pass mark in the seven foundation modules and the Research Project is 40%.

The English Legal System & Legal Skills module is assessed on a pass/fail basis. The pass mark is 40%.

4.2
The modules to be assessed:
There are seven foundation modules: The Law of Contract, Criminal Law, Equity and Trusts, Law of the European Union, Land Law, Public Law and the Law of Tort. There are two non-foundation modules: English Legal System and Legal Skills and the Research Project.

4.3
Progression of two-year part-time students:
A part-time student may be permitted to proceed to the second year of the course without having passed all examinations required to be taken in the first year of the course.

4.4
Achieving a pass
(i)
To be awarded the Graduate Diploma in Law, a student must have passed all nine modules (subject to the CPE Board and University compensation regulations) with a mark of at least 40% in the foundation modules and the Research Project.

(ii)
The final mark in each of the three foundation modules assessed by combination of coursework and examination is the aggregate of 25% of the course work element mark and 75% of the examination element mark.

(iii)
In the three foundations modules assessed by combination of coursework and examination, a minimum mark of 35% must be attained in both the course work and examination element with an overall mark of at least 40%.

(iv)
The two elements in the English Legal System & Legal Skills module (the essay and the Portfolio) are each marked on a pass/fail basis. All elements must be passed to attain a pass in the module.

(v)
In the seven foundation modules and the Research Project module, no mark over 40% for a re-assessment will be awarded. 

4.5
Achieving a distinction or a commendation:
(i)
To be awarded the Graduate Diploma in Law with Distinction, a student must have passed all nine modules at the first attempt with a mark of at least 70% in five modules and a mark of at least 60% in the remaining three modules. (English Legal System and Skills is marked on a pass/fail basis only).

(ii)
To be awarded the Graduate Diploma in Law with Commendation, a student must have passed all nine modules at the first attempt with a mark of at least 60% in five modules and a mark of at least 50% in the remaining three modules. (English Legal System and Skills is marked on a pass/fail basis only).

4.6
Reassessment in foundation modules - causation:
(i)
Where a failure in a foundation module is caused by a failure in course work, the student shall be reassessed in the course work.

(ii)
Where a failure in a foundation module is caused by a failure in examination, the student shall be reassessed in the examination.

(iii)
Where a failure in a foundation module assessed by a combination of coursework and examination is caused by a failure in both the examination and course work, the student shall normally be reassessed in both the course work and the examination. The Examination Board may permit reassessment in either course work or examination if the marks in both course work and examination are between 35% and 39%. 

4.7
Re-assessment in foundation modules - opportunities 
 (University reassessment terminology)
(i)
Normally no student may be permitted to retake more than four failed modules

(ii)
One retake by way of course work may be permitted in all foundation modules assessed by combination of coursework and examination.

(iii)
Subject to (i) above, where a first failure in a foundation module assessed either by combination of coursework and examination or by examination only, is caused by a failure in examination, one retake by way of examination may be permitted in no more than three modules.

(iv)
Where a second failure in a foundation module examination is recorded in one or more of up to three retaken modules, re-assessment in those examinations can only be permitted by way of repeat.

(v)
Where a failure in a foundation module assessed by combination of coursework and examination is caused by a failure in examination and in the course work, one retake by way of course work and one retake by way of examination may be permitted in no more than two modules.

(vi)
Where a failure in foundation modules is caused by a failure in course work and examinations in three or more modules, re-assessment in those modules can only be permitted by way of repeat.

(vii)
 Where four or more failures in foundation modules assessed either by way of a combination of coursework and examination or by examination only are caused by a failure in examination at a first attempt, reassessment in those examinations can only be permitted by way of repeat.

(viii)
A student who fails a repeat may be permitted to retake failed modules on one final occasion.

4.8
Reassessment in the two non-foundation modules - opportunities:
(i)
In the English Legal System & Legal Skills module, the essay and the Portfolio may each be retaken.

(ii)
The Research Project may be retaken.

(iii)
One further reassessment by way of repeat may be permitted in both the two non-foundation modules.

4.9
Compensation
Subject to the Joint Academic Stage Board's compensation regulations given below, the discretion to compensate a failure may be exercised in respect of no more than one of the seven foundation modules. The grounds on which the Joint Academic Stage Board will accept compensation of a failed module are where:
(a)
the examination board has considered the marks of all the elements of assessments; and

(b)
the student has obtained a minimum of 35% in one and only one element of an assessment; and

(c)
the examination board is satisfied that there is strength elsewhere in the student’s performance to justify compensation of the marginal fail.

4.10
The Assessment Board
The Assessment Board will be the equivalent, were the University’s UMS regulations to apply, of a combined Module Assessment Board and a Programme Assessment Board. Membership will comprise the head of school as chairperson, the course director (field leader), module leaders, external examiners appointed to audit standards of modules and awards and the faculty representative.

The University regulations apply to the powers and duties of External Examiners.

The University regulations apply to matters of academic misconduct.
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